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For the Christian Messenger, 

Our Fathers, and their work. 
fo the days that are gone, that are fast rolling back 

to the centuries. 
Many an echo is heard of the years and the seasons 

that have been; v 
Apd as men, tho’ contented, may sigh over joys phat 

have perished, 
80 we speak sadly of days that were long ago numbered. 

And while the tide of the past has rolled back in deep 
surges, 

And the echos from long ago come to us fainter and 
fainter; 

New times and new seasons have come in the room of 
the vanished, 

And the dress of our fathers appear to us living 
realities. 

And while the hand of change moves with perpetual 
motion, 

Over countries and kingdoms, and through the great 
heart of humanity; 

Time with its moments of alternate sunshine and 
shadow, 

Hath broaght many changes over the land of Acadia. 

Let us tread lightly,—we walk ‘mid the tombs of our 
fathers, 

And though only the green mound may tell of the 
place of their slumber; 

Yet there be many a storied column with carvings 
elaborate, 

sleepers. 

We have to thank God that such as they went before us, 
As pioneers clearing & pathway that none need fear 

tread in: 
And leaviog behind them the records of noble en- 

deavour, 
And mewories unstained in the hearts of their children 

Ob! there were giants in those days, good men and true, 
Men who were strong in the faith of a crucified Savior, 
Who with a coursge sublime and a purpose unwavering, 
Eravely went furth in the strength that the Mightiest 

: giveth. 

Not to such warfare as the sons of Mars love to 
encounter. 

With the cold stesl of selfishness whet on the file of 
ambition; 

With ears deaf to the ery of the blood of a brother, 
And hearts careless of widows aud desolate hearth- 

stones. 

But they went forth ‘mid the snows of our northern 
winters, 

With hearts warmed with the love of God and 
humanity; 

And many a weary league they journeyed through 
forests, : 

Where the sound of their feet echoed ctrange on the 
cars of the wild beast. 

And many a night.-fire blazed and threw its fantastic 
shadows, 

Athwart the snow covered branch of the sentinel pine 
tree, 

And long and loud through the echojug aisles of the 
furest, 

Rang out on the frosty air the story of Calvary. 

And the old pines and the oaks that had stood silent 
for centuri-s, 

Wondering whether man could know aught of his 
Maker; 

Took up the song of praise heard on crestion’s glad 
morning, 

And whispered hopefully ‘ now men have learned their 
Creator.’ 

Oh! “there were giants in those days,” good mien 
and true; 

And not in vain were their prayers and their labors, 
Through vm | a valley o'er many a mouutain they 

travelle 
And with 168 lamp of God's love illumined the gloom 

of the forests, 

Not for themselves were their lives spent in ceaseless 
endeavour, 

Not as the worid here who st ives that his name may 
be glorious, 

But that those who should after them tread op the 
sands of existence 

Might, by them, be guided to a life that is higher 
ard purer. 

Oh! “tis a glorious thing to live for humanity ! 
Tis God-like to spend and be spent for our fellows! 
Thes Sn, | with our right bund cusped by the 

av 
We may tread on the hill- and at the por- 

tals celestial. * i pre 

Let us tread softly, and taking good heed to our 
foot-steps, 

Strive to live worthy of those whose works we are 
ng 4 

Strive to ive Worthy the high and the holy vocation 
To which Christ inf his great love sud mercy hath 

called us. 

And in life's still hour when the ear bent closely to 

Hears the great wall that fiom hu 
With its den woes, hd Years, and rome WV 

longings, 
"The spark of Divinity crying out from within us. 

Let us listen and in the sweet fuith of the gospel 
JTAW near to the fountain whose waters ever are 

And can we not trust him who from the great wreck 

Is gathering the loved and the lost to his hosem, 
From wayside and desert, from sm and valley, 
Gathering them home to the * land o 
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Proressor CHIPMAN'S LABOURS.~HIS INTELLEC- 

‘My Young Friend, 

Hobx Scotia Church History, 
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LETTER LXXIIL. 

TUAL CHARACTERISTICS. ~|lI8 COLLEGE LIFE == 
His ZEAL YOR EDUCATION ~HNI18 ANXIETY FOR DE- 
NOMINATIONAL ADVANCEMENT. ~THOUGHTS ON FI- 
NANCE =~HI18 SEL¥-DENIAL.~}118 SCIENTIPIC PUR- 
SUITS. ~HI8 ARDENT PIETY. 

Professor Chipman’s early life and labours 
have been sketched in previous letters. His 
history, from the commencement of his connec- 
tion with Acadia College, as one of its Professors, 
was contained in the annals of the College and 
of our denominational movements, Such a life 
offers few materials to the bicgrapber. It is 
work—work—work—with no change, except 
the change of work. In Mr. Chipman’s case it 
was ap unbroken series of toil, much of it volun- 
tarily imposed, exLibiting constant illustration of 
his ardour and persevering patience, und bring- 
ing into -view all the points of his character. 
Placed in a central position, our denominational 
interests were continually surveyed by him, and 
his inventive powers were exercised in devising 
schemes for consolidation and enlargement, which 
would have been more fully carried into effect it 
likeminded brethren had abounded. There 
were some who entered heartily into his mea- 
sures and gave him their practical sympathy. If 
their example had been generally followed the 
external aspects of the denomination would have 
been brighter; and it would have atiuined ere 
now a wider extension. The working hand 
must be conjoined with the contriving mind, or 
success will be but pardially secured. 
The Professor's intellectual characteristics 

were obvious to reflecting observers. His con- 
ceptions were clear; his judgement, sound ; his 
imagination, lively ; his taste, correct and re- 
fined ;—in a word, he poss2ssed a well-balanced 
set of faculties. That was God's gift. A deep 
sense of obligation and responsibilty impelled 
bim to exert himsell perpetually for sell-improve- 
ment. He sought to *intermeddle with all 
wisdom,” aud every day witnessed some addition 
to his stores. His powers did not lie dormant. 
They were strengthened by use. lle was a hard 
student 10 the end ot his life. : 

In discharging the duties of his office as an 
instructor of others he spared no pains, shrunk 
from no labour. His aim was thoroughness, aml 
he felt that he must exemplify iv himself as well 
as require it in those who were under his care. 
He did so. The effects were manifest, both in 

ution of their studies. There was cordial 
sympathy between the teacher and the pupils, 
On fia the stern requiremen: sof duty were 
mingled with tenderness of regard and cousider- 
ate nd And they saw that he was earn- 
estly anxious for their improvement and devoted 
to their interests. Hence they mani'ested strong 
affection for him. Every one of them would 
have done anything to contribute to his bappi- 
ness. 

Professor Chipman was enthusiastic in the 
cause of education. He clearly saw its import- 
ant bearing on the advancement of society and 
the progress of religion, and smiled at the fears 
of t who were disposed to prognosticate evil 
as the result of enlightenment. Such appre- 
hensions were in his view more worthy of the 
dark ages than of the ninetecuth century. His 
energies were consecrated 10 this work and worn 
down in it. What he did and what he endured 
was but imperfectly known even by his coadju- 
tors. Nothing escaped him. He was conver- 
sant with all details, and foremost in Mhipes- 
trivance and adoption ot all expedients fof the 
promotion of the object. In the erection of the 
College building he was the prime mover, as we 
have already seen, and the last efforts of his life 
were employed on behalf of tie endowment, 
the success of which be justly held to be essen- 
tial to the permanence of the Ins itution, The 
name of Isaac Chipman will ever be gd 
associated with the history of Acadia College. 
He was a whole-hearted Baptist. It was not 

| hereditary faith, but Sve on, the 
{fruit of a and of compar with other 
systems. The spiritual nature of Christianity 

the diligence of his classes and in the successful | 

ly held. Denominational zeal was a necessary | 
result. To up-hold and extend the denomination | 
was at once a duty and a privilege, calling into | 
action the skill, sagacity, and forethought with 
which he was largely endowed. Ie was con- 
tinually inquiry how our energies could be 
most wisely applied, our resources best employed, 
and by what means every individual Baptist 
could be induced to take p rt in the great en. 
terprise—the conflict with ignorance, error, and 
vicew He was a great designer, delighting in| 
comprehensive plans; and he was indefatigable 
in execution, furnishing an example to those 
who are apt at theory and sluggish in perform- 
ance. Ample illugiration of this was afforded 
by his labours in the formation of Union Socie- 
ties. He was so anxious that they should take 
deep root amony us that he was content to be 
released for a time from hi$ professorial engage- 
ments that he might travel among the churches 
and set the benevolent machinery at work. It 
mattered little to him that self-denial and ex- 
bausting effort fell to his lot. He was prepared 
to * endure all things” for the cause. 

If he had succeeded in inspiring others with 
like ardour, and if his plans bad been as zeal 
ously embraced as they were assented to or ad- 
mired, our religious affairs would have been in a 
more prosperous state than they are at present, 
But there were drawbacks and defects, as there 
are still, which seriously impeded progress. 
His views and feelings with reference to these 
matters were expressed in a “ financial paper,” 
drawn up in 1851, from which I take the tollow- 
tg extracts :— 

“ Ooe thought forces itself upon us at the 
outset. The Baptist Denomination of Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward 
Island, in their contributions for the annual sup- 
port of religious and educational ol jects, are 
doing vastly less than those cbjects demand of 
them, in view both of the necessities of the one 
and the resources of the other. Without any 
presentation of figures, this is apparent on the 
slightest observation. Whatever the instrumeén- 
talitivs 10 be employed, or the authorities to 
work in it, a very decided and pervasive resolu- 
tion is at once called for, and should be sought 
and aimed at during of ag in financial plans 
and working, and by all friends of our cause, 
tar and near, 

“ Partly as a consequence of inadequate sup- 
port, partly, perhaps, on account of defective 
plans of application for our benevolende, and 
partly, it may be, trom imperfect agency in con- 
ducting our public instiutions, one thing is 
certain—the rate of progress of the deno.vina- 
tion in these roviates in the most which con- 
stitutes true denominational progress, is lamen- 
tably slow; at laast, it is very much more so 
than the ability which God bas placed in our 
hands requires. And it is important, highly 
important, that at the present moment there 
should take place, not only the most vigorous 
action for gathering funds, but antecedently to 
that, as the best assurance for inducing the con- 
tributions of the people and wisely applying 
them, a general revision of our benevolent 
aims and plans, and of the scheme of agency. 
A general revision is necessary, because the 
benevolence of the body is in all its essential 
parts a whole, and what places any one part out 
of proportion to the claims of others upon the 
existing resources of the body, in measure 
deranges the whole. Perhaps tho most proniin- 
ent advantage in the Union Society scheme is 
seen in this, that it is intended to secure a justly 
balanced support to all the denominational 
objects which eater into it. Depart from that, 
and not only do some objects run wild, over- 
riding others and causing them individually to 
suffer, but this very invasion of others may in 
the end re-act upon the first more disastrously 
than any thing which could befal them. To 
illustrate :—Should the Foreign Mission object, 
working by short-sighted impulse, not broad 
and enlightened principle, carry away contribu- 
tions which justly belong to the department of 
Ministerial Education, what is the end of it? 
it turns the public benevolenze into a field too 
doubtful to make trial of an immoderately large 
investment in proportion 10 our integral re- 
sources, and it strikes a comprehensive and 
therefore a heavy blow at a very fundamental 
part of the whole process of denominational 
progress, that of training labourers— pastors of 
churches, home missionaries, and foreign mis- 
sionaries themselves. It thus takes the surest 
weans, by draining off so largely for temporary 
urposes for other objects, to prevent the en- 
argement of the very fountain in which iw 
supplies are to be found—the churches at home. 
So that in order to the most eflicient promotion 
of any one object, and the best general advan e- 
ment as a denomination, there myst exist a just 
balancing of the whole, in view ‘of all the cir. 
cumstances. It is sufficiently clear that this in- 
struction may be derived from the past. Takin 
our operations as we find them in the history of 
the few years, we have been crippled in all 
ard vod has been cofebled oy 

was felt to be a truth—a faet, rather—franght 

And with our t hand, clasped by the Saviour, Driuk and have faith 1 the way he will lad tr” 

| of the g nt, 
ft princi aly, in his pte prin rye 

de 

by no means rapid. We demand a 
some sort at once—some process of reform. If 
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are—immeasurably lower than they 
ought to be—Ilet them be raised. 1f the agency 
is inadequate, let it be improved. If the plan- 
ning of the public enterprises is defective, 
either in the objects attempted, or in the mea- 
sure assigned to those attempts, let this be cor 
rected. If the labourers at work in them are 
not adequate, let this receive attention. Let 
the case be as it may, on some principle or 
other God calls upon us as a people to do vastly 
more than we are doing in our work as a whole 
for his glory. d 
_ * Rather than make the fettered and exceed- 
ingly slow progress which we have evidently 
been making in nearly all respects which con- 
stitute progress, either in one Soparement or as 
a whole, it eolemnly becomes us, in the fear of 
God, as private members of Christ's spiritual 
kingdom and as representatives of our brethren 
in conducting the affairs of Zion, to inquire 
now—nbw, as well as fifty years hence, and 
better-—~where the weakness lies, what the 
obstacles to our Uh and what changes must 

ain opution i ts cont 

be instituted.” 
The Professor goes on to show that each. As- 

sociation ““should have on an average two pers 
manent home missionaries”—* whole men in 
the field, from year’s end to year's end.” He 
pleads for the employment of “a corps of col- 
porteurs, two for each province”—and the es- 
tablishment of “an energetic book concern.” 
On education he writes thus :— 

“ Educational work is below par. It has 
much smaller measure of support, by very 
many degrees, than should by given to it, in 
view of any or all of the circumstances. ‘Lo 
deny the necessity of education to our people is 
to un-man them, by starving that which con. 
stitutes them men, the mind. To deny the 
necessity of educating ministers, from the fear 
of invading the divine prerogative, is to say that 
we must not make wells to get water, from the 
danger of disturbing the Creator's rights. Edu- 
calion we must have, or all migrate at once into 
the land of Fooldom,~and have in very much 
larger quantities, unless we should wish to be 
found for ever on the borders of it.” 
The following obtervations are made on the 

“ Ministerial Education” bramch of the Union 
Society scheme :—* Just so far as we value edu- 
cation, and value an institution for conferring it, 
and feel that all our objects must become entee- 
bled, if not lie prostrate, witho t the continuance 
of the educating process, we should take interest 
in the fund for indigent students, since unless 
they are aided we must lose them from the 
country. To have or not to have young men to 
educate is so far from being an unimportant 
question, that the whole education department 
hangs upon it, and through it, more or less, the 
whole benevolegt working of the body. How 
any intelligent Baptist can find it in his head or 
his heart to treat lightly this branch of our aims, 
no mortal can divine, unless the work of the 
Supreme Being is to go on without labourers, or, 
if otherwise, unless they are to drop down from 
the clouds full grown. This is a most vital part 
of our public working.” 
Twelve years have passed away since these 

observations were penned. There is a pertine 
ency in them to our present state. 

I have referred to the * self-denial” which 
Professor Chipman displayed in his public career. 
Absorbed by his engagements in the College and 
in the general direction of denominational con. 
cerns which to so great a degree was imposed 
upon him, he lived for others, and whatever 
might be his longings, he bad no leisure for the 
indulgence of personal gratifications or the en- 
joyment of the pleasures connected with social 
abits. He alluded to this very feelingly in a 

remarkable letter 10 his father, written in 1850, 
and which, though composed, as it would seem, 
during a fit of melan. holy, described in a truth. 
ful manner his actual position, Nevertheless, if 
the interests of the denomination required o 
martyr he was willing to be the man. 

It must be admitted, however, that there 
was some indiscretion. Ardour overpowered 
prudence. The division of labour is a wise and 
saving expedient—a life-pres ‘rving principle— 
and to its operation free scope should Pe allowed. 
When one man undertakes to do the work of 
many he commonly has to pay the penalty, and 
finds himself condemned to suffering, either in 
fame or in person. Professor Chipman was no 
exception to this rule. His multifarious occu- 
pations, involved him in perplexities, sometimes 
of an annoying character, and at length serious! 
affected his health, He sacrified himself to the 
Baptist cause in Nova Scotia. 

is scientific pursuits demand se 
Geology and min were favourite 
studies in that department. Cape Blomidon, 
the Five Islands, and the South shore of the Bay 
of Funday were repeatedly ransacked for speci- 
mens. Accompanied by select parties of stu- 
dants, the Professor would ¢ ly spend 
several days in those explorations, climbing rocks, 
penetrating ravines, working as bard as a * nav. 
vy,” and bivouacking at night in very 'Y 
and primitive style. Having thus a 
large collection of our native he estab- 

ate notice. 

our anpual supplies are limited—and we all 
lished f with scientific . 
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