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Christian Ftlessenger. 

terests of Sabbath Schools within the Prov. 

ince.” The Convention meets with cach 

Association, when a general Report of the 

state of the schools connected” with our 

churches is furnished. County 8. 8. Conven- 
tion are occasionally held, and thus imforma- 

tion is communicated and zeal sustained ond) 

heightened. It may be hopedthat this In- 

stitution will exercise a powerful influence 

for good. 
Yours truly, 

March 30, 1%63, MExxo, 

HALIFAX, APRIL 15, 1863. 

‘ Foreign Missions. 

Forriox Missionary work is now so much | 

a part of regular christian effort that a went | 

of interest in it argues a deficiency of infor- 
mation, or a perverted judgment, concerning 

the Master's direstion: * Go ye into all the 

world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” A very little consideration is requir- 

rs 

Don’t think that the above are all candidates 

or Chostjafiity.. No, as yet they are merely 
friendly #5 our - brother, with one exception. 

The man is evidently a believer. in Christ, but 

his faith is still weak. Tis words to ne were 
«| have come to the cross, and I stand to con- 

sider whether 1 can carry it or not.” 

Subba Chund is respectéd by all who know 

him : even those who still will not associate with 

him. confess to his virtues. One of them said 
to me when 1 asked the crowd to which we 

weached it the gospel had not improved 
Subhia Chuud, * Yes,” said an enemy, * it surely 

has, for belore he was a rough rope of hemp, 
but LOW he 18 become a smooth silken cord 

"Thus we could appeal to him as a proof of 
the power of the gospel. His wife he tells me, 

is now a Christian aud a loving wife; but 1 did | 
not wish to baptize her vet. Surely this is the | 
Lord's work. be Ty : 

Much needs to be done at home in sending | 
the word to our fellowmen, but, while this 
should be attended to, the foreign field must | 
not be forgotten, If such trophies as the 
above are given to the followers of Christ in| 

this work, there is great encouragement to | 

continued and persevering labor, 
Long before the Cliristian era the people | 

of God were instructed to ray among the | 

heathen * the Lord rcigneth” see Psubm 96. 

ed to make a christian feel tliat those who|l0, But the fuller revelation of gospel 

are sitting in darkness and the shadow of | grace in these later times demends a corres- | 

death have claims on his heart, his prayers | ponding spirit of sacrifice and serviee, 

and his purse, 

Much labor has doubtless been already 

bestowed by the various organizations brought 

into being for this special purpose. The 

church has numerous agents now in the dis. 

taut nations of the world, and yet when we | 

put these all together what are they in com- 

parison with the demand. Were Jesus now 

upon earth he might still say as he did eigh- | 

teen centuries ago: “The harvest truly is 
pienteous but the labourers are few : Pray ye 
ther fore the lord of the Harvest that he 

will send forth laborers into his harvest.” 

How little do Christians realize their privi- 
+leges and the power placed in their hands to 
blcss the world! Those who properly ap- 
preeiate the work of the Lord Jesus in send- 
ng to them the word of reconciliation and 
in giving them a good hope through grace, 

\ Pressyrezian “Divine Ricur.”—The edi 

tor of the Home and Foreign Record of the 
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Piovinces, | 

Lin discussing the question of Syuods, recom- 

mends Presbyteriavismn as the cure for the 
Jifficulties in the Episcopal Church, Hel 

says § | 

“While the true and radical cure of the evils | 
felt in the Church of England can be eflected | 

Prelacy,” we believe that 
dio crith S) nods properly regulated are a step 

in the right direction. Uricn gives strength, 
and once that ** 4 ergy men’ and laymen” are 

accustomed to meet and discuss church affairs 
they will gather courage and self-p ossession, and 
perhaps learn by degrees the wisdom of sull 
{further curtailing prefati Join Prelacy way 
| thus Tall as it arcse—slgw 

only by giving up - 

| ceptibly.” 
y and almost un jer- | 

- 

{ 
« 

“ 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Far be it from us to encourage a contuma- 

cious spirit. Where the church confines 
itself to its legitimate sphere, and its members , 
are governed by scripture principles, there 
will be no need of any appeal except it be to 
a Higher Power to confirm the action of the 
church. In churches which are governed by 
Courts, we believe taat whenever an appeal is 
made to the higher Courts, ro called, it be- 
comes destructive of christian fellowship, and 
for all purposes of church lite worse than if it 
had been left simply with the church, In all 
such cases it is better to appes! directly to the 
highest court—the Court of Hcaven—* to 
God the judge of all.” 

] ¥ wv 

Early Religious Training. 

To Rev. Il. Angell, Chaisman, and the brethren 
composing the Western Sabbath School Board ; 

Rev. T'. A. Higgins, Chairman, §e¢., Central 
do. 

Rev. D. W. C. Dimock, Chairman, §c., Easfern 
do. 

Dear BreTnreN, 

The honorable position we have been res- 
pectively called to fill in connection with the 
Baptist Sabbath School Convention, must be 
my only, and, I believe sufficient, apology 
for addressing you on a matter closely con- 
nected with the welfare of the rising genera- 
tion, and the labors of our brethren throvgh- 
out the province, - I bad thought of doing 
this by circular, but considering that it would 
be more expeditious and economical to make 
u-e“of the Messenger tor that purpose it has 
since occurred to me that the subject would 
by this means be opened for more general con- 
sideration, - 

There is one feature of our Sabbath Schoo) 
operations which I think has not hitherto 
‘been so much thought of as its importance de- 
mands, 
ince, we have never generally adopted any 
Catechism, or book of religious instruction 

preference to another. Perhaps in a majority 

for youth. Some of our brethren may have > ; - 
made use of one and same of ‘another but no 
general concurtence has been given to one in| copy of the Report of the Superintendent of 

- wid ese 

“youthful mind, and lay a foundation for 4, 
wv yy thorough examination of (he Bible 
and its teachings. How shall this be g0, : 
plished 7 ng 

. If, brethren, you have seen and fo) thi 
want, and agree with me in the foregoiy : 
marks, I need not offer another wor, i 
of inducing you to give your ready 00-0ners 
tion, to an endeavour to obtain this desiders. 
tum, Is a Catechism the most desirab)e fo § 
for such book of instruction? [If gs oy 
may imagine tha! our easiest method woylq 
be to adopt the above * Baptist Catechisy” 
or some other. Or make » revision of jt 
Or a compilation might be made such gs ml: ht 
receive the imprimatur of the Sabbath, Schoo] 
Convention, or of our Associations, or both 
A work thus prepared and published gf gp, 
request of the churches would probably be 
‘generally adopted in the Sabbath Schools 
' throughout the Prov nce, and I believe would 
(greatly aid parents generally in COMMUNicg. 
ting religious instruction to their children 

That I may learn the views of the brethren 
on this subject, 1 therefore respectiully gyp, 
gest that those who compose the three Sabbath 
School Boards should, as early as convenient 
institute enquiry us to the desirableness of 
making such provision, and I beg to request 
ad a fiver that you will without delay write 
me the result, 

It might ve well at our coming meetings of 
the 8. 8. Convention or perhups earlier, if the 
Boards decm it desirable, (0 request some ope 
or perhaps a Committee of two or thre 
brethren to prepare such work and submis ii 
to the three Boards for their acceptance, 

Hoping soon to hear from you, 

I aw yours very truly, 
S. Bevoey, 

President Provincial Baptiu 
Sabbath School Convention, 

P. B.—1should be glad to receive com 

[tis well known, that, in this prov-| munications from other brethren besides those 

named above in reference to this subject, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of 4 

Education for the Provinee of Nova Boots, 

will desire to re-echo the sound until it has! SH WIE TIERS My SES 
: . . ) Xpres ) 3 same 

found its way into all the dark pluces of the | ’ 8 I e elt 
. . article with respect to the power of churcl 

earth, which are now as full as ever of the | I . I K-01 fanreh 
ci a courts over the couscience, may suit the kdi- 

habitations of cruelty, 

of our Sabbath Schoo's Bibles and New Tegta?| lor 1863, &y Kev. Alexander Forrester, D, , 
ments are the only books used for reading in| It is a neat pamphlet cf 31 pages, printed by 
the classes, or committing lessons to memory, | James Barnes, 
Where any others are found, the one more 

There is no better way of trying to esti. 
mate the position of the heathen than by 

eousidering how we should feel in similar 

circumstances, A visit to one of the con- 

verts would teach us how he valued the great 
blessing couveyed to him by the instrumen- 
tality df the church. On becoming acquain- 
ted with such a person, and knowing that he 
is but one ‘of a large number, if we knew 

that our contribution had heen the very 

means of saving him from idolatry an 

waking him acquainted with Christ, we 

should not despise the smallest wite appro. 

priated to this sacred service, Or, if aceus- 

tomed to pray for a blessings on the word 

sont forth, one way very properly feel that 

the success of a Wissionary 18 a direct ans. 

wer 10 his prayers, and that the conversion of 

souls is the result of his small expenditure of 

labor, 

These few thoughts have Leen suggested 
by reading the following account of a convert 

from Hindooism in ludia, given in the last 
pumber of the London Mussionary He ald, 

Visit 170 A Cunristian Coxvenr, 

By Rev. T'. Loans. 

Too generally converts in India are weak in 

character. and feeble in purpose. They need 
constant watching and support. The conras 
is very striking in regard to Subha Chund | and 
his courage, self-denial, and consistency haye 

been greatly blessed. 
Mr. John Gregson and myself went out to 

the west of Delhi lately on a preaching tour 
We visited @\Jarge cumber of villages, aud 
found atfentiy arers in nearly all. 

The peoy WW among whom we went nearly all 
of the jat caste ; and the att ntion with which 
they heard the Gospel, as well as their personal 

kindigss 10 us gave us no little pleasure and 
encsurazement, However, the ohiest of our 

Journey was ta visit our dear brother bublia 
Chund, al Kona, and Lo see what wospect there 

was among lis friends. © When # became a 
Christian (as you are aware), all his friends 
forsook him, including even his wife, who Jef 
him for six months, taking with her all the 
cattle to her father's house in another village. 
He told her to take all, —i1hat he cou'd afford 

well to suffer the loss of =! things for Christ. 
Then bis friends cast him out of the village. 

He went, lived for seven months alone (no, not 

alone), under a tree in one of his fields, Day 
by day he visiged his village to preach Christ. 
He was insulted and abused in every possible 
manndk, but from him was no retort. He re 
turned a blessing for a curse, love for enmity, 
and this living el soon told. A large num- 
ber of people began to admire his conduct ; 4 
few visited him in bis field at night to hear him 
read, sing and pray; and now there are 50 

‘tor of the Presbyterian Record and those who 
| think with him, very well, but we doubt if 
| Pre lacy or even Popery way not be upheld 
‘on the same principle. He says “thé courts 
of the Church have a divine right to weet, to 

deliberate and decide, and the devout christian 

{will regard the decisions of these courts as 
| binding on his conscience,” 

This was the ground taken by the Puritans 
for their witch-burnings and their persecution 
of the Baptists upd Quakers in New England, 
and indeed it has been for all the ecelesiasti- 
cal atrocities inflicted ou good men in all ages, 
The Jews even decided 10 demand the crugi- 

fixion of the Lord of lle aud glory by what 
they deemed their divine right. 

Mercifully, times are now changed, or the 

divine right cecisious of the Synods might, 
even now, fall upon offenders with the same 

force us formerly, and compel weak counscien- 
ces 10 listen to their behests, 
We cannot endorse the views of our co- 

temporary, vs we believe they are the source 

of wll spiritual thraldom, nor can we adwit 
that a Christian church should be governed 
by soy other body than itself, We are glad 
however 10 find the editor qualifying Lis state- 
ment somewhat, by the following cxeeption : 

“There is no appeal except to God the judge 
lof all. As there are cases in which rebellion 
land revolution may be justified in the civil 
community ; so there are cases in which a chris 
[ian may lawfully disobey ecclesiastical courts, 
but these are rare and extreme. When the 

| Presbytery or the Synod opposes isell to the 
tiuth of God's Word, then the path of the 

christian is clear: Jet him obey God rather than 
wan.” 

It appears then that notwithstanding the 
* divine right” to decide, it is possible for the 
Presbytery or Bynod to * oppose itself to the 
truth of God's word,” What then becomes 
of the divine right ?, Its decision is jo more 

divine than that of the Kpiscopal Bishop, or of 
any more popular voice of a church, 4. e. it is 
divine when it is right, lo such case as the 
editor supnoses in the above extract, the 
“ right” 1s all wrong, and the solemn decision 
of an august ecclesiastical body cesses to be 
such as should bind the el rictian's conscience, 

The trath is; such language is without 
meaning and does not belong to. the present 
day, however significant it may have heen in 
the palmy days of Preshyterianiem, when the 
Church enjoyed, ia reality, the power of the 
secular arm to sanetion and enforce the de- 
cision of her Divine Right. 

If the Word of God is to be the arbitrator 
(amilies in the village who are his sin’ re friends, in difficult cases, and the christian is to allow 

and who have even suffered 10 be outcasted by It 10 decid : them for him, we presume he need 
the other inhabitants, on account of their |not let the decisions of * these courts” trouble 
adherence to Bubba Chund. his conséience in the cases of less difficulty, 

o 

As we gave an cflicial summary of this 
common than uny other, I think, is that en.|document a few week's since, we shall not 

Great Brituin, July 3, 16%0; and adopted 

titled “The Baptist Cutechism ; commonly | give more thun a few further items and re 
called Keaeh’s Catechism : or, a brief instruc. | marks such as we thivk will interest our 

tion in the prineiples of the Christian Religion, | readers. 
agreeably to the Confession of faith put forth 
by upwards of a hundred congregations in|ty for some further provision for the support 

Dr. Forrester strongly enforces the neeessi- 

of Teachers than is at present in 0 peration, 
by the Philadelphia Baptist Association, Rep. | He says, in relerence to taxation i— 
tember 22, 1742.” Other brethren, whe havg 
probably been unacquainted with this, have 
had the Assembly's Catechisms—drawing a 
pen through the objectionable portions, in 
which they teach infant baptism, The Metho. 

also been used in some iustances, Of the lat. 

ter we need only say that many members of 

own children certain portions of it, This has 
led to indiflerence and often to utter neglect 
of parental instruction, Fach of those com- 
pilations however have their excellencies, — 
The first mentioned is, of course, the only on 
as a whole, we could consistently recommend, 

It is published by the American Baptist Pub. 
lication Bociety at Philadelphia, and I believe 
Is pretty extensively used there, 

greater difficulties to contend with than many 

others, in the early instruction of the young, 

small book recognized hy the churches gen- 

erally. Whether the children of Baptists are 

commonly as weil trained in religions kuow- 

ledge as those cf conscientious wembers of 

Word of God they strive no less than others, 
and in general no less successfully, to make 
their children acquainted with the eontents of 

vital godliness, 

connected with Baptist congregations (0 eom- 

deavour to provide them, 
free to adopt whatever course may be most 

anticipate no opposition or interference from 
any quarter. 

Do we not then require a small book suited 
for Babbath Bchool use, and at the same time | the Prince of 
adapted to parental instruction ? 
decided in the affirmative, we may proceed to 
consider what are the practical steps to take 
in its preparation, It must, of course, have 
theold divinity, but taught in simple language, 
#80 &3 to produce thought and reflection io the 

that body themselves refuse to teach their 

I need not say to you that Baptist parents 
and Teachers generally may possibly have 

from the circumstance of their having no 

other denominations, | will not now venture 
to affirm, but | think where parents or teach- 
ers have an intelligent appreciation of the 

“It is, we think, demonstrable that compl 
sory taxation is the best method of awakiog a 
universal interist in the cause of Education 
and this, in our opinion, ought to decide the 
matter ; inasmuch as, when this is secured, 

dist and Chueh of England Catechisms have | “YY other good effect will, in course of time, 
ensue. However unpalatable this doctrine may 
appear to some, there is, we hold, neither an 
interest nor a party in Nova Scotia, that its in- 
troduction would not largely benefit, It is 
alike the friend of the poor and the rich, of the 
teacher and taught, of the parent and child, of 

the State and the Church,” 

He shews how each of the three parties or 
constituencies interested—the Province, the 
( pvr the School District—would be 

benefitted; should bear a portion of the 

child in the Province, es 
By such means—taxation—cvery family 

might receive a sound and good education for 
less, on an aversge, than $2 per anim, The 
amount now paid is $4.92, For every dollar 
paid by the ri $2.78 is puid by the 

people. 

The number in Novy Seotia receiving edu- 
cation is 40.5617, being a little over 12§ per 
cent of the whole population, or neurly one 
in eight, 

Total sum raised hy the people, .... $161,160 
Total sum granted by the Provinee, 656,02] i 

We have also received a copy of the Agr 
cultura! Report for the Province of Nove 

the Sacred Volume and what constitutes true | Scotia for 1862, By Rev, Alexander For 

rester, D, D. This is a pamphlet of 24 pages 
If, however, any further facilities ean be |also printed by James Burnes, 

provided than already exist for enabling those 

The letter on another puge from Mr. 
municate the elements of divine truth to the | Hutton, the estcemed Principal of the Deal 
rising generation, we should certainly en-|and Dumb Asylum, will be read with much 

We are happily |interess, We trust the Institution under bis 
churge muy have such favor from the Leg 

likely to effect this, and in doing so we need | lature as it demands and deserves, 

In consequence of yesterday being a Ge
n 

eral Holiday appointed for the cc’ebration of 

Wales marriage, the stead: 

If this is| printing-press was not in operation. We 
therefore to send our first edition to press 0 

Monday evening, and are compelled to defer 

iving those of our readers to whom we 

the Footbed on Wednesday morning, 49 

"account of yesterday's proceedings. 

burden of providng education free to every © 
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