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me a source of sincere gratification that I have

had such evidence that the institution, of which

Mr. Huttan is the head, is conducted by one who

not only aims at the .intellectual benefit of his

unfortunate. pupils, but also labours earnestly

and not uasuccessfully to bring them to Christ.
I am, yours respectfully,

J A. H. Muxro.
Halifax, April Tth, 1863.

Institution for the Deaf ard Dumb,
Halifax, February 25, 1863.

+REVEREND SIR,—

In compliance with your reqnest that I wou'd
furmish a statement respecting, thecase of M.
James F. Middlemass, a pupil of this Institution,
now a candidate for Baptism in connection with
the church under your pastoral care, 1 beg res-
pectfully to offer the foliowing explanvations and
remarks, which seem to me to be natbrally sug-
gested as well as abso'utely required by the
peculiar and interesting circumstances of the
case.

I have known the candidate for the last four |
vears and a balf, during which period he has
»een under instruction in this Institution. His
previous history is, alas! subsiantially the same
as that of many others of the three hundred sons
and daughters of silence in this land. Born
with all the ordinary senses and faculties of hu-

manity, the earlier years of his clilihood passed |,

away unmarked by any unusual or striking
characteristics. In his sixth year he was pros-
trated by Scarlet Fever, trom which he slowly
recovered, only to find his hearing hopelessly
one, and Lis memoryg seriously impaired, or, as
Ee bas himself graphically deseribed it ‘my
mind was out of my head,” so that he was
for some time unable to recogmise the once fa-
miliar ohjects and scenes of his native place.
As a natural and inevitable conseqyence ol the
loss of hearing, his speeck gradually left him,
until in a few years, all the langu:ge he had
acquired previous to his sickness was utterly
forgotter, and he was brought into the same
condition, as if he had been born deaf—he be-
came whait he now is—a deat mute—deat and
dumb—unable either to hear or to speak.

From the time he lost his hearine until his]

admission to our Institution in the fall of 1855
his mental and spiritual condiion was that of
every person in the same circumstances, viz., a
state of total darkuvess #5 regards everything
that concerns man's immortal nature and eter-
nal destiny. And here I would observe that it
& almost impossible for those who are blest with
hearing and speech, who have enjoyed the num-
berless advantages and delights connected with
the unimpaired possession of these most preci-
ous faculties all their lives, to realize the condi-
tion, the intellectual, moral, and spiritual desti-
tution of those who are born deaf and conse-
quently never learn to speak, or of those, who,
losing hearing and speech in early childhcod,
are equally shut out from rational communica-
tion with society, excluded from the ordinary
sources of knowledge, and of improvement—
confined within the narrow bounds of their own
beinf—in society, but not of it—alone in the
thickest press of mankind, and the din of busi-
est life! The position of the deaf-mute is one
of the most painful singularity. It is unique
among the phenomena of human life. It has no
parallel among rational humanity, no parallel, |
may say, among created intelligences. There is
no ignorance like his among the millions of our
race, not even amorg the most benighted heath-
en. There is no intellectual slumber so deep,
o moral darkness so dense, as that in which his
fac lties are shrouded previous lo instruction.
There is no moral hel; lessness, so complete and
touchi® in its infantile feebleness, as has fallen
to his lot. The physical darkness that i:m{_rl-
opes the blind furnishes but a faint er.blem’of
the profounder and sadder darkness that wraps
in its gloomy ftolds the soul of the deaf-mute
when allowed to grow up without instruction.

It is a melancholy fact, abundantly corrobora-
ted alike by the tes'imony of instructors, as well
as by intellizent educated deaf-mutes themselves,
that the mind of the deaf and dumb, previous
to instruction, as regards the truths cither of
natural or revealed religion, is a total blank.
They have no idea of their own nature, of the
fact that they have a soul which must live for
ever, of the Creator who h=s formed them, and
and under whose moral government they live,
of the Redeemer who has died for them, or of
the duties they owe to God, their fellow-men, or
to themsclves. In the mids: of a christian com-
munity, in the very bosomn of a christian family,
the untaught deaf-mute lives and dies a practi-
cal Athast, literally, * having no hope and
without God in the world.” Parents sometimes
labour under the impression that their deaf mute
childrén must derive some idea of a Supreme
Being and of moral accountability from the de-
votional exercises of the family, or the public
services of religion, which they witness, and in
which, it may be, they seem outwardly to join ;
but after they have been educated the children
themselves uniformly testify to the contrary :
and 1 may state, that in the whole course of my
connection with this class, extending oyer a
perod of half a lifetime, I have never knowtl a
single instance of a deaf-mute forming for him-
sell’ the conception of a Creator, Preserver and
Governor of the world, of the nature of the soul
as distinct from the body, or of a future state of
retribution and reward !

Such then was the unspeakably sad condition
of the subject of these remarks, when he was
brought for instruction to this Institution four
years and a half ago—Ignorant of the existence,
nature and character of God, ignorant of the
relation existing between him and God, igro-
rant of his own nature as a rational and immort..|

creature, ignorant of his condition as a sinner,
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ignorant of the Savicur and of the way of sal-|of verbal expression, for he will be found unable away from the church militwarvxvt to
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vation—the solemn thoughts of Heaven, of Hell, | to tell intelligibly in writing even a small part of

of Sin, of Atonement, of Pardon, of Regener-
ation, of Holiness, of Eternal Life and Everlast-
ing Woe, all as ut'erly strange to him as if he
had been borti in the heart of Africa, or in some
dark island of Polynesia—with no knowledge of

~4anguage, unable to hear or speak a word—una- |

ble to read or write a word, unable to compre-
hend a single idea conveyed in writing or in any
book—as completely ignorant of the English lan-
guage, the language wespeak and write everyday,
as a Nova Scotian child isof Arabic or Chinese
—ignorant, almost beyond conception, of every-
thing that we have learned through the instru-
mentality of language from our birth to the pre-
sent hour—knowing nothing of all that is taught
in books, nothing of what is learred in Schools,
cor preached in Churches, or spoken in the ordin-
ary intercourse of daily life—in short, knowing
nothing but what he had seen, or felt, or tasted,
or handled, nothing beyond the narrow circle of
the sensiblé horizon that bounded his view on
every side. ;

Under the influenee of instruction the s'umber
of years has been broken, the dormant faculties
have been awakened, the moral po - ers stimula-
ted, enlarged, and strengthened, a floud of light

shas been poured into the dark chambers of the
soul, elevating it to a higher life, and communi-
cating thoughts, and desires, and hopes and as-
pirations tformerly unknown. Some knowledge
of language has also been imparted, thereby
epabling him so far to maintain social intercourse
with his’fellow men, a privilege heretofore denied
to him. He has likewise been made acquainted
with the moral. social, and relative duties devol-
ving on him as a rational and responsible Leing,
thereby fitting him for taking his place as a use-
ful and respectable member of society. And,
what is of infinitely high r moment and nearer
interest to himself, as well as to every Chris'ian
heart, by the blessing ot the Divine Spirit on
the religious instruction he has received, he has
been, I trust, brought to the knowleduse of the
truth as it is inyJesas, brought to see his lost and
undone comdition by nature, his need of pardod
and regeneration and to seck that preparation
for eternity which can only be secured by obtain-
ing peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

As to the timé when he became the subject of
this saving change, my own impression corres-
ponds to what he has himselt stated in his re-
plies to your questions. I think it was some
time during the winter of 1862 that I first ob-
served indications of an altered state ot mind
and feeling, in the increased aftention and seri-
ousness evinced by him at the daily devotional
exercises of the school, as well as our regular
religious services on the sabbath, and his evident
anxiety to be taught concerning the things of
God—Repeatedly at the close of our sabbath
evening services he has taken me aside to request
fu ler information on points he did not quite
understand, and to (:on!!ulc to me his difliculties,
and ask direction and assistance ; and 1 have
been both delighted and surprised on these oc-
casions to see the simple, earnest, and childlike
out-going of his awaLencd mind after Divine
truth, expressed in the silent and eloquent lan-
guage of gesture peculiar to the Deaf and
Dumb.

Several months ago he intimated to me his
wish ‘o be received into the fellowship of the
church by baptism, his parents being, as [ under-
stand, members of the Baptist congregation at
Caledonia, Queeén’s County, and to them he also
¢qmmunicated bis desire. Deeply thankful to
s?e his thoughts turned in this direction, but at
the same time anxious that he should not act
hastily in a matter so momentous, I signified to
him my cordial approval of his object, counselling
him however to wait for farther light and in-
struction, seeking the guidance of God's Holy
Spirit to enable him to arrive at a right decision,
when he was better instructed in the truth, and
in the nature and obligations of a christian pro-
fession. Having, during the interval since
elapsed, added to his christian knowledge, and
attained to clearer views of the teaching of the
Word of God, he now comes forward, prepared
I fondly peust, as a hamble and sincere disciple
of Christ, to witness a good confession before
the church and before the world.

His acquaintance with tie grand truths of
the Gospel, notwithstanding his peculiar sitva-
tion, 18 1 believe, as extensive and correct, as
that of many pious but iiliterate professing
christians who have all their faculties, while his
walk and conversation, for some time past, have
been such as to manifest the practical influence
of these truths on his heart and life—the change
in lis temper and deportwment being obvious to
all who have bad an opportunity of observing
hiw.

At the same time I think it right to guard
against any erroneons estimate.as to the extent
of bis knowledge, which, after all, is necessarily
very imperfect, and indeed in wany points in-
ferior to that of an intelligent hearing and
speaking child of ten years—Iis acquaintance
with seripture truth is derived mainly from the
direct instructions of the teacher, as Le is not
yet sufliciently conversant with lg guage to read
the Bible understandingly for himself,

_ He is somewhat in the position, in which a
conveért just emerged from the darkness of heath-
enism would be. who posse»seql no trans]aﬁon of
the Word of God in bhis own tongue, and who
was only beginning to be able to read the English
Bible ; tor it should ever be borne in mind that
all language are alike to the uneducated deaf
mute, all being equally foreign or dead lan-
guages to him, as Miemac, or %lebrew, or Chi-
nese Lo ourselves— and that it is an incomparably
harder and slower task for bim to learn to read
or write English, than for a hearing person to
acvi.uire another tongue.

‘or this reason also the knowledge ot the
candidate must not be measured by bis power

' his actual krowledge and experience ; and were
' this to be made the test and condition of church
' membership, many of the Saviour’s little ones,
' among these children of silence, would be hope-
lessly excluded from the privileges of christian
fellowship. ;

It will therefore not be matter of surprise
when I state that the answers to the questions
. proposed by you to the cangidate have cost days
' of diligent preparation, and that the labour of |
|arranging and expressing his thoughts, cven in
their present simple and elementary form, has |
been very great, owing to the paucity of his|
vocabulary, and his necessarily meagre acquain- |
tance with the proper collecation of words in
the construction of 8entences. .In several in-
stances, where he did not understand the words
of the question, I was obliged to translate it into
his own language before he could answer it, and
vice versa, he was sometimes unable to translate
his_own replies, given'in the sign language,
into connected words, without a little assistance.
In every case however the answers are substan-‘
tially original, that is, the ideas are all his own.

I need only add by way o' further explana-
tion that the answer given by the candidate to
question 30, is the only one of which he is capa-
ble, being unable, as already stated to read tim
Secriptures for himsell, so as to form an intelli-
gent opinion on this or any other point connec-
ted with the differences of view existing am.ng
the professed followers of Christ.

In closing these explanations and observations,
which 1 have deemed caled for by the oceasion,
and its peculiar circumstances, I would earnestly
commend this young disciple to the tender con-
sideration and christian sympathies of the people
of God with whom he proposes to cast in_his
lot ; and at the same time express the hope that
“ He who hath (as we fondly trust) begun the
good work 'n him, will carry it forward unto the
day of Jesus Clrrist,” when, freed from every
earthly imperfection and privation, no longer
deaf, his ears shall hear the joyful sentence of
approval from the lips of his Saviour Judge :
and his fongue, no longer bound in the fetters of.
silence, shall join with a thrill of exultant hap-
pine&-.‘which such only can experience, in sing-
ing the song of Moses and of the Lamb!

Believe me, Rev. Sir,
Ycur's in the fellowship of the Gospel,
J. Scorr HuTtrox.

For the Christian Mcssenger.

Donation Visits.
Dear BROTHER, ;

It is my privilege to report again the kindnese
and good-will of my Church and Congregation,
and other friends, as exhibited in the donation
visit, with which they favoured me on Jan. the
27th. The day being stormy, it was feared that
both the attendance and contributions would be
exceeiingly small. But there was no failure.
The pastor . was humbled and gladdened to see
such a demonstration ol courage and confidence
as he witnessed on that day. He had among
his visitors, the christian matron of fourscore
years, and the child of tender age. The liber-
ality of the people was prompt, generous, noble.
In an approprizte speech Bro. A. M. Gidney,
on behalf of the donors, presented the pastor
with a well-filled purse and useful articles,
amounting in all to $134, since raised to $150,
of which $57 was in cash. I need hardly sav
that 1 feel very grateful for this additional proof
of the unwearied kindness, and continued confi-
dence of my church, congregation, and other
friends. The ladies as uwsual, did their work in
admirable style. Bro. Thos. H. Davis, (Wes-
leyan Minisicr on this circuit), and Rev, N.
Videto favoured us with instructive and excel-
lent speeches. We had other good speeches
also from the chairman, Benjamin K. Fellows,
Wm. H. Chipman, Capt. Peter McKay, Samuel
Hamilton, Miner Tupper, Esq., James Mess n-
ger, Senr., and lsaac U\( Healy. ‘lbe religious
excrcises were delightful, solemn, spiritual.”

In addition to the above I have to acknow-
ledge that my people have, much to my comfort
and that of my family, encumbered wy yard
with various piles of wood,—thanks to them for
it. Donation wood makes a most cheerful,
pleasant and profitable fire. 1 teel thankful to
God “for the abundance of his goodness and
mercy to me, and zrateful to the people for
their kindness, confidence and sympathy. 1
desire to devote myself to Christ more earnestly
and faithfully, am{make wention of His righte-
ousness and worth, and His only.

Yours, in hope of eternal life
through Christ,
GEORGE ARMSTRONG.
Dridgetown, March 23rd, 1863.

To Rev. E. O. Reap.
Dear Eprror,—

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the
members of my church and congregation, who
have of late kindly shown their esteem to their
Pastor, by presenting us with valuable dona-
tions, in cash and useful articles to the amount
of 80 dollars.

A similar acknowledgement should have been
made for last year, as well as for the present
but was neglected.

Yours very truly,
E. O. Reap
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For the Christian Messenger,
Obituary Notices.

James Havn.

One of our esteemed brethren of 8t. Croix
. Cove, Gragville, brother James Hall, was called

[April 15, 1863
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triumphant, on Monday, 9th, in the 65
of his age, leaving a wife a'nd lar th year

; - e famj
children to mourn his removal, ye%' commi‘:)r):e?]f

with the thought that he still lives iy the glor;
ous world of light above. M, Hall wagsofn-
many years the subject of distressing tegrs e
to his acceptance, but it pleased the Sayioy, as
to reveal his love to him in his last sickness :‘hso
be was enabled to triumph over all kg 4, at
and sing tLe conqueror’s song. Truly iy al‘;?v
case “at evening time there was light " w
selected these words to be improved at his 1

neral,—* It is a faithful saying, and wonh,u-f
all acceptation, that Christ Jusus came i"‘o’g}?
world to save sipners, of whom I am chief» »

“ Blessed are the aecd who die in the Lord»
~ Com. by Rev. Perez F. Murray,

. Miss Susax GRrAves.

On the 19th of March sister Susan (ray
daughter of the late John Graves, of Pory Wi
hams, died in the 43rd year of her age. Sigier
Graves was a member of Wilmot Moungaip
Church for upwards of twenty years. She tryl
appeared as one of those in whom there is o
gumle. Faithtully she performed her duty 1o
her aged parcnts, prompted by an aflectionate
heart, and no doubt wiil be found at last wig
those of whom it will be said, “ Well dope
good and faithtul servant, enter thou iato the'
joy ot thy Lord.”—Ib

SamveL Cuvren Morse,

Eldest son of Jonathan and Eliza Morse, of
Harndony, A‘}'Iest’urd, was called home on the
27th day of February, 1563, aged 31 years.
. Bro. Morse was hopefully brought to the
knowledge of the truth at the commencemens
of an extensive revival of religion in 1854, Iy
company with four others, of whom one was 3
sister that was removed hence about the middle
of Jast April, he was baptized by the writer, on
the 26th day.of Feb. of that year. [In the
relation of lis Christian experience, he referred
especially to. remarks made by an aged piows
woman, in a Conference meeting, expressive of
her hope and consolation in Christ, as a princi-
al means of his first religious impressions,
I'hey ténded to shew him strikingly the reality
and unspeakable value of vital godliness,
During the mine years that our beloved

| brother was a member of the Baptist Church

of Lower Aylesiord and Upper Wilmot, he
maintained his fellowship with his brethren, aud
was never laid under censure ; nor was he ever
known to have disagreement with any.

Through a consumptive complaint, he grads.
ally went down to the grave. Divine grace
enabled him to submit quietly to the inscrutable
allotment of Frovidence. When the hour of
his dissolution approached, he remained caln
and steadfast in his reliance on the adorable
Redeemer. After the power of utterance failed,
he indicated hope and consolation by pointing”
upwards.

On the first day of March his remains were
conveyed to the burial ground in Greenwood
Square, followed by his sorrowing widow, bs
only surviving little daughter, and a great nun-
ber of relatives and sympathizing friends. The
meeting-house was filled to overflowing by an
attentive congregation, to whom a discourse was
addressed by the Pastor, from 1 Thes. iv. 1§,
on the resurrection of * the dead in Christ” o

everlasting life.—Commumicated by the Rev. C.
Tupper.

p—

Religions Intelligenee.
Gasrereaux HorrToN.—Rev. E. 0. Real
writes, April 7th:—We are enjoying some
tokens of the Divine favor. Tie members of
the church bave been much quickened, back
sliders reclaimed and last sabbath four persons

followed Christ in the ordinance of Baptism.

Brizr Israxp.—Holland E. Payson, Exq.
writes, 4th April 1863 :—News of a revival of
religion is always acceptable to those who love
Christ and his cause. You may mention i
your valuable paper, that a glorious work 1
being done in these Islands. Our church bas
béen greatly blessed, backsliders reclaimed ”d
come back with weeping and confession of s
Sinners have been converted to God. Suchd
manitestation of the power of divine gﬁ“l“'
not been experienced with us for a long timé
past. Thirty siz have been baptised and addel
to the church. The glorious work is progres
ing. May it not cease till our little isle shall be
vocal with praise to God.

Elder Miller will probably give you moe
particulars at some future time. To God be all

raise.
X Yours in christian bonds,
H. E. Paxsox.

P. S.—Nine more have come forward to-ds

to be baptised to-morrow. HE. P

WorrviLLe.—We learn from a StW‘“
Horton Academy, April 8th 1863 :—Since the
spedial meetings commenced there lppfl"‘;
be a seriousness resting upon the the winds
the pecple here. Last Saturday nine wenY:'
ceived for baptism, of whom seven beleng 1©
the Seminary. Since then we have been‘bou‘
ing prayer meetings on the Hill, eomm‘m’“‘!.“
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