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I’ > tional upo; their believing ' the gospel and
32 Iglﬂlls. - |bringing forth the fruits of righteousness.

_ Sauch & eonclusion however is opposed to the
For the Christian Messenger. |declarations of Seripture. It would make

il salvation to be dependent upon works, where-
Predestination. as it is distinotly stated that God * hath
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why preach the
5 .. |saved us and called us with a holy-calling, | repentance ?
Tae tollowing Essay, by the Rev. Isaiah | not acoording to our works but aceording 16 | that the means em

Wallace, was read at the last meeting of the | his purpese and graee.” It is-not of works »Cb’rist are a of 't |
lis County Conference of Baptist|lest any man should boast.” In the formas}God has just as certainly purposed the means
A“"f‘p" 1 blished by th tion of -the purpose to rave a people for his; or agency that will prove effectual in leading
Misidters, A03 5, BV PUNINS ¥W: e ro- sinners to Chrigt as he has
salvation. This is apparent trom the above
From them it will be seen that|B
Jehovah has predestinated that those will be
saved and thoss only who ¢ believe the
the commands; who are
sanctified by the Spirit; and who receive the
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.
1Others, contend that this doctrine is cal
culated to promote licentiousness. -~ They al-
lege that if God has '
eternity to savew part of the human family,
the enjoyment of the felicities of Heaven is
secured to them irrespective of their holiness.
Were these objectors carefully to study the
on the subject, they might
learn that God has predestined that His
ple should be « conformed -to the image of
his Son;” and has- chosen them ‘that they |serious interference with the astronomers’
might be “holy and without blame before
him in love.” None then give evidence that
they have been chosen in Christ before the
toundation of the world but those who yield
ghteousness, = While therefore
repent and believe in Jesus, and be-
lievers abound in'the work of the Lord, there
i ‘scen a developement of the divine * pur-
tion itself—* Who hath saved us and ecalled | must change: that God may pre&ostiut&%pote and grace,” o
Notwithstanding there may exist in some
‘minds prejudice against this doetrine, we be-
lieve its moral tendency
Not only does it humble the pride of man,

; glory, Jehovah, according to the dictates of
quest of the Couference. - infinite wisdom and as a righteous savereign,
Predestination is a doctrine that is clearly predestined to  save M" whom it pleased:
taught in the Scriptures of divine trath. Iu|him, | g o, X | : |
its Dumml signification it implies the purpose| From an examination of the passages above
of Jehovah in reterence to the redemiption of | quoted, it will be #pen that the purpose of the
oil, v g ,‘ Most High in reference to those whom he
When any great work is about to bo enter- | designs to save. is numutable. | |
ed upoo, a suitable pran is at first instituted,| Men may form purposes with regard to
and a8 the work progresses dug regard is paid | futare ¢onduct that appear judicious ; but

to that p'aw.  No skiltul architeet would at-} circumstances may transpire over which they

tempt the erection of a magpificent super-|have no centrol, that renders a by
structure without having prefigns

gausly devised alent;, This however cannot be the ease with

judicious design or plan. Havir ,oo:rdnlly the Omniscient Qne. No event can possibly
prepared his design, as he prwaufs withi'the | take place for which bhe is ot prepared, or
contemplated structure he strictly adheres to{that will, cause a change in the original pur-|
its dircctions: 80 in th: glorious wirk of [ pose necessary. * Koown unto God are all
man’s redemption, a purpose characterized by | his works from the beginning of the world,”
infinite wisdom was formed in the divine| Acts xv. 18. It is not unfrequently the case
mind even betore the foundation of the world, | that the best laid schemes are changed for want
and the declarations of Scripture in reference | of ability to execute them. This can never be
to the doctiine of predestination indicate that|the case however with the Almighty/To in-
the salvation accomplished by Christ and ap- | timate such a thing would be blasphemy. In
plied by the Spirit, is but the developement | his power as well as his wisdom hé%s + the
cf that origiral purpaose. same yesterday, to-day, and forever.”
The Scripture testimon shews most plainly

that this purpose has refirence to .the Salva-

Many modern theologians tenaciously argue.
that the divine purpose, with regard to men,

us with a hOly ﬂ“ln‘, not uooordmg to our | men to eternal life Qo.day; to-morrow doom
works but according to "his purpose and|them to reprobation ; ‘and the day tellowing:
grase.” 1 Tim, i. 9.... .« Inhoge of eternal{cherish his original purpose to save them.
iife, which God, thal ecannot lie, promised | That, to-day our name may be vecorded. in
before the world began,” Titus i.'2. tae Lamb's: book of life; to-morrow 'bé
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Divine Being, there are found even among
the professed disciples of Jesus, many who
wickedly urge. objections against it.

Some urge that if men are predestinated
to'eternal life, why use the means of grace?
pel 7 why eall sioners to

reply to such objectors
ployed in winning souls to
part of the gracious scheme ;

purposed their

trath :” who

d from all

e Woms

Bible testimony

the fraits of ri
sinners

ghly salutary.

It is also c'ear that the -divine:parpose has|erased, and the day follewing be restored.
reference to the Saviour—Ageording to the | Such viows of the divine mind are irrev

eternal purpese which he purposed in Christ|and preposterous : they are opposed to the|
Jesus our Lord,” Eph. iii. 11. * Who verily [eonsiderations already adduced with regard to

was foreordained before the foundation of the | the etofnity of the divine decrees, and: also
world,” 1 Peter i. ‘20. < The Lamb slain|to those passages that so strongly prove their
from the foundation of the world,” Reév xiii. 8. immuubilit.y. Hear the statéments of Paul:

It is no less apparent -that God’s purpose|« Whom he did predestinate, them he also
includes the saved. “ To them who are the called ; and whom he called, them he also
¢alled according to his urpose: for whom he justified ; and whom he justified, them he also
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be glorified.” A celebrated writer in remarki
conformed to the image of his Son, More-|on this passage justly observe that *“a chain
over whom he did predestinate, them he also|stretches from eternity to eternity, not one
called,” Rom, viii, 28-30. According as| link of which can be broken.” - “ Whom he
h.e hath chosen us in him before the founda-|did predestinate, them he also glorified.”—
ton of the world; having predestinated us|This is the unitorm testimony of Scripture in
uato the adoption of childcen,” Eph. i. 4-6, | reference to God’s elect, -

"l.‘be Bible testimony further shews that the| The question has been asked witk regard
divine purpose comprehends the means.— |to the fioally impenitent :— Is their repro-
“ liod hath from the beginning chosen you to | bation predestined?  Those whio believe the
salvation through the sanctification of the Seriptures afford an affirmative answer to
Bpirit and beliet of the truth,” 2 Thes. ii. 13.] this question quote such passages as the fol-
“Eleot according to the foreknowledge ol | lowing :—* The Lord hath made all things
G°.d.‘h° Father through sanctification of the | for himself ; yea, even the wicked for the day

rit unto obedience and sprinkling of the|of evil,” Prov. xvi. 4. * I will have merey
blood of Jesus Christ, 1 Peter i, 2. . on whom I will have merey, and I will have

‘e perceive glso that the divioe purpose compassion o whom I will have compassion.
relerence to the end. * In whom he did|So then it is not of him that willeth nor of

foreknow, he also did predestina‘e to be con-|him that runoeth, but of God that sheweth
tormed 1o the image of his Son,” Rom. viii,29. | mercy. For the Beviptave: saith unto Pha-
According ag he hath chosen us—that we{roah: ‘even for this same purpose huve |
should be holy . and without blame before | raised thee 'up that I might shew my power
bim in loye,” ph. i.4. “ Come ye blessed|in thee, and that my name might be ‘déclared
of my Father, inherit the kingdom .prepared | throughout the earth. Therefore hath he
for you from.the fouadation of the world,” mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom
Mat, xxv. 34, he will be hardcoeth,  Hath not the potter

These quotations present before the wmind | power over the clay of the same lump to make
the nature of the doctrine  of pre iestination. | one veséel unto howor #nd another unto dis-

0
gxm these we perceive that the purpose of|honer 7" Rom. ix. 15,16, 17, 18,21, «A

Ovah to save sinners was formsed * from|stone of stambling and a rock of offence
:29 beginning,” ., Those : to ‘whom the doo-
dtx:d“ now mnder eonsideration and its kin-

® doctrines are obnexious, argue that men

Ciﬂ' L s most "Mt; that Gd W

““‘hﬂsﬂ isroalized in the repentance gnd to save them, the .destruction: of
9‘}': °i: every.spul that, turns to Him, . | .. &‘:t:‘
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‘h‘%’w from the above quota- | ance iﬁ impenitency. ‘
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grace of God and afford pecu
lation to Christians, but it also g
test encouragement to those
1n the vineyard of the Lord.

The heralds of the Cross as they go forth
in  their Saviour’s name are
faithfulness by the assurance that God has
purposed to save, through the foolishness of
preaching, all that beiieve.
to make kuoown the Gospel, christian labor-
ers are animated by the fact that their divine
ng | Master will 0>t suffer His word to return. to
Him void, bat will cause it to accomplish
that which He pleases and to prosper in the
thing whereto He has sent it, Isaiah lv. 11.

who la-
prompted to

In every

The Copernican System Defective.

Tux following article from the pen of the

Rev. W. 1. Loomis, pastor of the Baptist
Church at Martindale Depot, New York, ap-
peared first in a late number of the Scientific
American. 1t will open up sowe interesting
enquiries for the mathematician and astrono-

Tue Revorurions or T Srars—Ax Es.
Ror Dereorep.—In the a
the times of the revolutions of the stars are
so graduated to each other that, when one
appears to set out from a given point in its
diurnal and annual revelutious, the time of
the appareat diurmal star will bring it to the
same absolute point which is occupied by the
apparent yearly star at the close of the si-
year. 'The times of the apparent re-
velutions of 'the stars, a§ given in the accept-
ed system of astronomy, involve the absurdity
of a star being in two different places, a lit-
tle more than one-fourth ot the ecircle of the
heavens distant from each other, at the same
instant of time. ' From this it is vertain that
the astronomers' times of the apparent revo-
lations of the stars have no foundation in
truth. ‘Herschel says the time of an apparent
diurnal revolution of the stars is 23 hours,
56  miontes,  4.09 seconds ; and the time of
the apparent yearly revolution of the stars is, th
in solar -time, 865 days, 6 hours, 9 minutes, | contrary, it enhances it, mwll} becauss it

rance of nature

even to them . which stumble at the word
being disobedient, whereunto also they were
. appointed,” 1 Peter ii. 8. For there are
416 chosen to salvation subsequent to their | certain mon orept in unawares who were be-
:“"f‘.i““o.!“d that God's purpose .to saye|fore ot old ordained to. this condemnation,”
om ig noy fotggd until they have embraced |Jude 4. ~ Notwithstanding  these. quotations
® gospel,  Krom,the above passages hows|seem | to favor an affirmative ‘roply te the
desi , tha y | above . inquiry, the general' temor ' of | the!
“Signed  from the: bq%mmng." even ¢ from | Seriptures leads us to . the conclusive that )
2[‘:;?‘:: ‘W‘;\ rh the world,” to save|while the salvation of believers is aseribable { 9.6 seconds, which ig'equal to the time of the
men and the

accomplishment of, alone to God's eternal, immutable, "'E:q sidereal year! ' The

( proportion that these _
times bear to éach other .3 that, in the time |addition to the ruin itself.
in which a star will make one apparent year-

is attributable to their futal persever- | |
beivag & of Jit, will also make, in appear-

ly  revol

poiot in its apparent diurnal and yearly reve-
lutions, at the close of the sidereal year, the
appareot diurnal star will have reached s
point 92°4 beyond the point at which the
apzmrent annual star finishes its yearly revo~
lation. - To illustrate this, take, for example,
the point whare the circle of the ecliptic in-
tersects ' the circle of the celestial equator ;
and suppose a star to set out in its diurnsl
course, appearing to move in the plane and
circle of the celestial equator, and at the
same instant to set out in its yearly course,
appearing to move in the place of the ecliptie.
ccause the star is said to make an apparent
diurnal revelution in 28 hours, 56 minutes,
4.09 seconds, at the ¢lose of 365 solar days,
6 hours, 96 seconds, the apparent diarnal
star will have finished 366 revolutions and an
arc of 92°4-, and the apparent place of the
star in consequence of ‘its diarnal motien will
be advaneed in right ascension 92°4 fiom
the point at which the star completes its
yearly revolution in the plane of the ecliptic.
Heunce from the accepted star time it is de-
monstrated that a star can be in two different
places at the same moment ; the interveni
distance being auittle more than one-fourth

peo- |of the circle of the heavens! The ahsurdity

of the demonstration is obviously a most

claim ' that the science of which they are

the masters “is founded on laws which are
immutable.” '
& Deceived Heart.

In a busy street of one of our cities, it ia
suid there is a gold-lettered sign, in a i
cuous position, upon which may be read’ this
remarkable advertisement :—-% Blick A and
bruised eyes painted to imilale the healthy
portions of the face.” This is very sugges-
tive, especially in its bearings upon the morala
of that city.  Yet the agency, scemingly so
novel, is really at work; though perhaps nos
so openly, in every comwunity, from tha
largest city to. the smallest -hamlet in the
land. The deeeiver is everywhere. Ho em-
ploys a great variety of subordinate acencies,
and carries on' a great many branches of busi-
ness. But his object is ever esseatially the
same. It is to make the worse appear the
better, the false the true. the broad road to
destruction the narrow pathway to life. He
paints a lie, and persuades the deceived heart
that it is the trath. He masks his batteries
of death with arbors of beautiful overhang-
ing flowers, and then entices his victims to
march up fo their inviting shade. He gives
to the black and bruised eye of moral deform~
ity and shame an appearance not its own, and
so deceives its owner with the idea that he
may pass himself off as respectable.

But the man who is under the iofluence of
such an agent is in a deplorable condition.
‘““ A deceitful keart hath turned him aside,
that ke cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is
there not a lie in my right hand?” Here ia
the fruittul source of all crror, all wanders
ings, all apotasy from God. The heart once
deceived, stself perverts the truth, * turns the
grace of God into lascivigusness,” and makes
life itsclf a practical lie. It looks upon the
mock dial plate of moral probation, and be-
lieves its hands mark the true time. . Jt
reads the guideboard which, though with the
word Heaven emblagoned ou it, points down-
ward, and fancies that, in pursuing \he down-
ward road, its steps aré toward the heaven
that is upward.

But we need no srgument to prove that a
heart, thus deceived, 18 not the less on the way
to ruin, He whe follows its dictates, receives
the painted lie only te beded on to disaster.
He sits down in' the ¢ool shade of the masked
battery only to be shot; he yields to the influ-
ence of the false eye of g1ilt and shame, onl
to fall & vidtim to guilt and shance, And it
does not render the deception any the less sad.
to know that the ruin was as unsuspected
as the delusion that leads to it. Nor does-it
mitigate the terribleness of the ruin. Oa the-

comes 'instead of expeeted blesseduess, aud.
thus iovolves the bitterest disappointment im.

Jut.is there no way to Muw ADO &
decept i:uotuinom? Clearly, there is, If

A sovereigniy, chazacterisos the divine| , Athough the'dostaine of predestina tion s
| #o-prominent|y set forth in the Soripturesand.
s people was condi- | developes so strikingly the attributes of the

arnal revolutions snd an.are'ok . d
92°+-.  The result which follows from: this leads wstray to their destraction; it i ®asi-
should be that, if a star sets out from a givea{futly a dictate of reason as well as of. Sorip~

it be teae thatit is “a Aeart” thas

»




