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Geelestastieal, 

Circular Letter. 

7 the Churches composing the Nova Scotia Western Baptist 

Association, 

Dear BRETHREN {em 

[n our annual opistle we have solooted as the suhjoot on 

ehioh to addross re the obligations of church members to the 

surches to rw0hich they delong, And in solocting this them: 
eo have boon guided not so much by a consideration ot its 
mpottancd in {tselt, aa by the apprehension that those obliga. 
done 210 not perceived us oléurly or felt as loreihly, as the 

golfare of the churches and the glory of God, as well as the 

pighest individual prosperity ot christians thomsolves require, 
[is fared that wany members in our churches have never 
woognised at all, and many more, never as they should, the faot 
dat In becoming membhors of the church ot Jusus Christ, they 
uke upon themselves obligations of a grave charactor, and of 
gore sacred binding force thon any other which are, or can be, 

waned io lite, ® 
These dbligations are, lst, To love the Church, Iver 

non connected with the ohureh of" Christ, ‘ought to love It 
We what it is, As an fostitution it is divine in its origin and 
apwnigation, and the worthy object of the intense uffection of 
Gol the Father, and the purchase y his blood and life, of 
(heist the Sou, In the language of Dr, Angus, **it combines 
to advantages of every form ol society futo which mon have 
ew gathered, Tt is not a caste, for it despises none, and 
wets none 3 yet like owste, -it preserves, amidst human 
dango, o sacred order; ell, * Kings und priests unto God." [vt 
not a seerel society, for it practicoa nn reserve, and yot its 
wombers have w hiddon lito, apd a joy with which a stranger 
atermeddloth not, Lt ia not @ nation, for it selects individual 
wrong from among cach of the nations, and will ultimately 
clade all ©” yet it ix us oloarly deflued, though more extensive, 
tis not a f@mely, nud yet its bonds are equally tender, only 
they are lucomparably more expansive,” The Church is the 
npository of the truth>=its * pillar and ground.” The 
tjoots in which it is interested, and the labours in which it 
wpges, aro identieal with those which are the most doar to 
ery christian, Its tefumphs and destinies are those in which 
wry christian hopes und expeots to participate, For its nigh 
aign and oxaltod character; for its dearnoss to God and its 
nation to Christ; lor the position it cocupies, the privileges 
wd benefits it confers, and the community of its interests and 
dwtinies with those of every child of God, the church should 
beloved by its individual members more intensely, thun any 
thet local organisation or any earthly object, 
dod To give constant attendance upon tho sorvioes of the 

durch, On gaining convirts to christianity apd gathering 
tem into wooletios, the apostles taught them to meet stutedly 
i Christ's namo, to celebrate his praise, to receive and impart 

tem “not to forsake the uwssombling of thewsolves together,” 
Adin wll ages of the ohristian chureh, the spiritunl improves 
wat of individual ohristiuns, und the promotion of the interests 
of Christ's Kingdom, have boon secured by the use of the 
woans of grace in general, stated assembly, What is the duty 
o the whole, in this connection, is the duty of the ind vidual 
Wembers, 

dnd, To engage in carnest, devoted off rts, and sacrifices of 
Wii to promote the objoots of tho church, These objects, 
ogiimatoly, nro the conversion and sanotifl sation of the world, 
ud should be sought by all soriptural and suitable means, 
Touched with the transtorming rod of saving love, the soul 
feognizes the nuthority of its Lord, and rises toward a sym. 
pathy with his benevolent affections, Ho loves the souls of 
tls fellowmon and the Kingdom of his Redeemer, und re 
Wee his duty to do what ho can to extend that Kingdom by 
iinglng souls into blessed allegiance to his gracious King. 
This duty ho learns, not simply from the revtified tastes of his 
Mgouerated nature, but from the explicit teaching of the word 
ot like, us well as from the instinots of natural reason, And 
the limit of hin efforts and solt-sacrifice for this end is that 
Moepted by Pauly==* as much as in wo in;* He is no longer 
bs own, after having beon bought with the precious blood of 

ris, the contract having been sealed, and the delivery made. 
ll that he is, consecrated for life, with all he MOY PONSONS, 
bi Savior claims, to be used in his gorvice for the promotion 
rh glory. So far as the oud way bo best reached by indivi. 

¢ 
Wort is demanded, the church is the divinely appointed soviet 
< “ocomplishing all which it may be able to effect ; and wit 

the scoomplishment of his work, 
Wh. To regulate his life and affaires with a reference to the covenant; * fram rv “od the influence of the church, As members of | While a member continues with it, he is obliga she individuals are parts of a whole, That the whole momber to & body,—a responsible 

parts Is u tralsm whioh need 
warcely bo uttered hore. * Lone momber suffers, all the mom. bers wafer with fo." Qonsidering the origin, christian design, 

“Injured by the injucy of the 

00g" [God as Creator and proper 

ort, he is bound to put it forth, When asscciated 

the objects to bo nocomplished by the ehurch, and the glory of 
Ohrist, the Church's head, every member should bear constant. 
ly in memory tho duty resting upon him to honor christianity 
and the church of Jesus, by consistency of deportment, in his 
daily lite, How gross the shame, and great tho sin, that 
individual brothren should be injured, the ohuroh paralysed in 
ita efforts, its vital energy sapped, and profession of religion 
made a bysword, by the personal irregularitios and delinquens 
oles of its individual profossire, And yet how trequent the 
instances in whioh wo havo to witness it, * Lf any man defile 
the temple of God, him will God destroy.” 

Oth, To yield to the requirements and decisions of the 
church, made conformably with christian principles and law, 
The solfsgovernment and {ude yendence of our churches, accord. 
ing to the divinely given ee vy require that tho few should 
submit to the many, where differences occur in matters whioh 
do not require a sacrifice of conscience, With christian charity 
in exorcise, and every one desirous of ** pleasing his brother 
for his good to edifioation,” union in action and cheerful co. 
operation ure easily secured, The voice of the majority then 
hocomes the voice of the church, But this not the unoxoeep. 
tionable role, by any means, it is feared, In socioties of 
human organization, the members can mutually agree to submit 
to well constituted majorities, The church, in shis respovt, as 

{in all others, should be a model society and above repr ach. 
True religion demands that rofractory insubordination of the 
fow to the many, should never be exhibited in the holy society 
of the ohuroh, Christian charity requires that sullen, inactive 
noquicsconse should not ho be practiced, bat that choorful and 
hearty complisnce should be yielded, by the fow, with the 
doliberate action of the many, If the voice of tho majority 
he the voice of the church, he who offers persistent opposition 
to the wany, is persistently opposed to the church, and sets 
himsolt agninst it. And without agreement, there van be no 
harmonious, happy and prosperous walk together, Christian 
prinoiple, the platform of association, and common reason 
would dictate, that in christian churdhes, considerate, loving, 
and active compliance and co-operation should be practiced by 
the few, in onse of their differing from the many, 

In all probability, it would be Realy admitted by all members 
of ohurchos, that they ought to love thewhurch more ardently 
than any other sooivty, or any earthly object, that for their 
own spiritual improvement, and the promotion of the interests 
of the body, thoy ought to give constant attendance upon the 
sorvioes of the church, that they ought to engage in earnest 
and dovoted efforts to sooure the objects had in view by the 
ohurch, that thoy ought to regulate their lives and affairs with 
a reference to the honor and Ytovests of the church, and that 

church, made conformably with christian principles and law. 
But while the duty is admitted, the obligation which is involved 
in tho admitted duty, is not perceived or felt, Tho ought is 
acknowledged, but the constraint and the restraint of the bond 
of obligation is not realized, The rosults are, that our churches 
aro deficient in affection and devotion for the institution of the 
church ; in solf-sacrificing and wealous efforts for the promotion 
of its interests; in curctul christian consistency in the walk 

compliance, and co-operation in tho enterprises and actions of 
the ohurch, when differences obtain, 

Dosirous of having you realize moro sensibly, if possible, 

sources whence thoy arise, Porhaps it might be regarded 

there are external obligations, in addition to this, b 
to the church, a few of which wo will mention, 

right to command them, and they are under obligations to obey 

that law, appear in ter oloarn'ss and intensity, 

objeots and the advancement of its interests, 

trooly entered into, We accept in our * Declaration of Fait 

part, to a whole, In volun 

2nd, The obligations arising out of the church ihthay The soolety having thus a negative upon the doin 

and Practice,” this definition ; vis, “A particular visible church | tor's salary, it comes to pass that, virtually, 
of Christ is a number of his saints by mutual sequaintance | minister is trequently determined by them, 
and communion, voluntarily and understandingly covenanting 
and embodying together for upholding and promoting tho | churoh, a few years singe, in whi 
worship and service of God, to show forth his declarative | pired. The subject of the different powers of the ohureh and * ho should wet, und personally ondeavor to raise it to that lory, aud for their own edification.” Hach member added to society havi $70 of effectiveness, in whioh it can best glority Ohrist in i 

a 

tho position involvos commensurate obligations, wovording to 
to equal rights and priviteges in the churoh, the acceptance of 
the moasuve of ability, Tho obligations, as well as the rights 
and privileges, ure reciprocal, In proportion us there is 
negleot in tho digohurge of the former, the claim upon the 
lattor is vitinted, In proportion as the relationship is tender, 
tho obligations are pressing. In proportion as there is negleot 
« obligations there is schism in the church, and a marring ot 
ts unity, 
rd. The obligations arising out of promises, solemnly given, 

In uniting with the church, each member enters into a covenant 
with the body, minute ind comprehonsive, acknowledging bia 
overlasting and indispensable obligations to carry out its cone 
ditions, Bomaideries the character of this covenant, and the 
ground and manner of his entering into it, no promises, beside, 
oun bo so binding, no pledges so solomn, On tho basis of the 
atonement of Josus Christ, in view of regeneration experionoed 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, and looking to lifeslon 
sorvieo for him by whom he has been bought, each individua 
ontorfig the holy precinots of the church of God, formally, 
and in the most awlul presence, and solemn manner, conveys 
away his last intorost in himself, to the church of Christ, and 

ance of baptism, tho oath of allegiinoe to heaven's King ia 
takon, and the badge of fealty is wecepted ; in the giving and 
receiving of the hand of fellowship of the church, there ia 
exprossly uttered assurances of close, affuctionaté, holy union 
ol soul, which grows out of love to Ged, and faith in Christ as 
a common Saviour, and there are mutually given pledges and 
promises for communion, and labor, and 8 Nid efforts, for 
the promotion of individual holiness and preparation for 
heaven ; und verbally, in covenant meetings, and as often as 
the death of Christ is communioated in the Supper, these 
promises aro most solemnly repeated, and these pledges given 
afrosh. Sons of Temperance, Free Masons, and Knights of 
the Golden Qirole, may think their several initintiye coremon. 
lals impressive, and the obligations devolved by their several 
orders, Coding ; but in comparison with the sacred circle of 
of the christian o'wroh, their coremoninls are shadows, and 
their obligations, ropes of sand, May God grant to the 
church an appreciation of its dignities, its priviloges, and ite 
obligations, for the honor of his cause and the glory of his 
namo, 

Lr um —— 

The ** Church” and the * Society.” 
Dr, Wayland, in his * Letters on the Ministry of the Gos. 

ol," discusses the relation now commonly said to exist, in 
thoy ought to yield to the requirements and decisions of the New England, between, the “ ohurch” and the * society,” and 

the following paragraphs are worth reading, as showing what 
the recognised relation is, how it sometimes works, and what 
is the author's opinion of the relation itself ie 
“So far as I knaly," he says, ** in churches of the Co 

gationalist and Baptist persuasions in Now England, this rola. 
tion is of the following charactor : The church is composed of 
mon and women who profess to be renowed by the grace of 
God, separated from the world, who have consecrated thems 

and deportment of individual members, and in ready, charitable | solves and all thoy possess to Christ for time and eternity, 
They, however, have no power whatever over the temporalitien 
of the church, The persons who own pews in the meeting. 
house, form what is culled the society, a body corporate by law, 

dear brethren, these obligations, wo will consider briefly the| These may be members of the church or not; they may be 
believers or unbelievers, their simple title to membership being 

sufficient to remark that because it is our duty or right to love | that they own a pew, A member of the church cannot, with 
the church, &o., therefore wp are under obligation to de it,—| out this qualification, belong™to the society, It is conceded 
that the perception of restitude is sufficient to establish the | that the society owns all the property of the church. They, 
bond of obligation, That ought to be so. What is our duty 
to do, we are under bounden obligation to do always, But|of the minister ; they pay for the musio, and in fact govern 

loding us | all the expenditures of the corporation. When the pulpit is 

by vote, deoide upon all its expenditures ; they fix the sa'ary 

vacant, a joint committee is appointed, equally from the church 
1st, The obligation arising out of the expressed will of God, | and the society, to seloct a candidate for the pastorate, Half 

Sovereign of his oroatures, hus a| of this commitieo may be religious, the other half irreligious 
men, When they have ag upon a candidute, aud he has 

§ |him, But being, as hos, the head of his Church, and the presthn with anccoptency, he is first presented to the church, 
rescreator of its membor®, his right to reveal to them his will 
as their law, and their obligations to respect and ah with | for their approval, If they coincide with the ohurch, he 

u his | considered duly elected ; otherwise not, If the church and 
Word he has bound them to his church in obligations to love, | society, therefore, do not coincide, the wotion of the church. 
and to labor, and to make sacrifices for the promotion of its| goes for pelbing, and another candidate myst ‘be prosented, 

0 

f thoy elect him, his name is then presented to the sooiet 

who will have the sanotion of both the church and the society. 
of the 

church, and the power of detirmining and paying the minis. 
0 election of a 

“I know of a cure, at a pathy of the society of a Baptist 
the following facts trans. 

been under discussion, a leading member of the 
o church is embodied with, and forms a part of it, We society romarked * that the society owned the meeting:house, 

give up ourselves to one another” in the language of our and had unlimited control over it and over the pulpit, and that 
together,” in the language of Paul. thoy bad a right to place in that pulpit whomsoever they 

oy to it, as o/ochost ; even ' said he, * a Catholle priest, if thoy should so de. 
‘| tormine” When asked what right, theo, tho church had in 

tarily entering into the compact ho acquired rights to the lave, | this matter, he replied : ‘They may choose their minister if 
the followship, the watch.oare, the counsels, the instructions and | they like, but it 
admonitions of its members and teachers ; to av equal voice in the | pulpit. Buch is the tend 

for us to say whether he shall oeeupy the 
ency of this relation ; and the har. "4 destiny of the church of Christ, it Is manifest that un | teansaction of its business, and the privilgs of communion at | wony that Is spoken of where the relation is acknowledged, ia Wary done ft, of Aw is an offence of grave moment, Ky membe Lord's table, and isn ehuroh who, as an individual, allows Ni frond the Lord's table, and co-operation w 

"Putation to suffer, dishonors tho church and rob it of influ. pact voluntarily, he also assumes ee, lu view of the personal fnterosts | gb-hls brethren, o 

th the church in its labors owing to the fact that the church avoids com 
for Christ, And, acquiring these rights by entering the coms with the society, and by so doing yields the point essential te 

ities und accepts its independence until thero is no longer say da of anta. 
I {obligations in connection with them.” While he is welcomed gonism, -— 

into collision 

to Christ himself, through his church, In the sacred ordine 
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