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BIBLE LESSONS.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH, 1863,
Read—Acrs xiii. 13-37 : Paunl preaching at Antioch.
JUDGES vi, 26-40: Gideon’s zeal and sigus,
Recite—~Ac1s xii. 21-23.

SuxpAY, AUGUST 23RrD, 1863.

Read—Acts xiii. 38-52 : Paul’s popularity and per- |
secution. JUDGES vil.: Gideon's army and vie-
tory.

Recite—AcTs xiil, 26-30.

“SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.”

Write down what you suppose tode the answer to
tAe following guestion. *

32. Name four Jewish monarchs who eame to
viclent deaths.

Answer 1o question given last week ;=
#31. The tribe of Simeon. Deut. xxviii.

Neep Femares e CompustinLe ?—A
lecture on this trying question is being given at
the Polytechnic (London) to large audiences,
by Protessor Pepper. He illustrates in a wan-
ner most satisfactory to those who wish to wear
erinoline, and yet not be burned to death, after
showing how useless the many recommended
preventives are, such as borax, alum, &c. DBut
the grand eflect, or segysation scene, is when a
lady-figure is produced; dressed like a fashion-
able ludy, and placed over a plate ot iron. A
light is applied 1o the skirt, aud in a mement
the figure is lost in a pyramid of flame. The
spectators shriek, wet blankets are brought, and
then the ruin of the once beautiful dummy lady
is exhibiteth  The second sensation sight isa
real woman, attired in the stame way, but with
prepared garments, with the * patent incom-
bustible starch.” She takes her place on the
same stage, and walks up and down between
two rows of flames unscathed, bravely tempting
them to do their worst, It is needless to sa)
that Professor Pepper calls forth deafening ap-

plause.

o

A Toap’s ToiLeT.—Audubon relates that he
once saw a toad undress himself. He commenc-
ed by pressing his elbows hard against his sides
and rubbing downward. After a few smart rubs
his sides began to burst open along his back. He
kept on rubbing until be bad worked all his skin
into folds on his sides and hips; then grasping
one hind leg with both his hands, he hauled off
one leg of his pants the sume way. He then
took his cast off cuticle forward between his
fore-legs into his mouth, and swallowed it ; then,
by raising and lowering his head, swallowing as
bis head came down, he stripped all the skin un-
derneath until it came to his fore-legs, and then

asping one of those with the opposite hand,

considerable pulling stripped the other, and
by a sing'e motion of the head, and all the while
swallowing; he drew it from the neck and swal-
lowed the whole.

e ——

@or the information of those curious in such
matters, we subjoin a translation of the titles of
the King of Burmabh: “ His most glorious and
excellent Majesty the Lord of the Tshaddon,
King of Elephants, Master of many white Ele-

hants, ard Proprietor of Mines ot Gold, Silver,

ubies, Amber, and the noble Serpentine, Sov-
ereign of the Empires of Thunaparanta and
other great Empires and Countries, and of all
the Embrella-wearing Chiefs ; the supporter of
Religion, the Sun-descended Monareh, Arbiter
of Life and great King of Righteousness, who
bears the honorary name of the Illustrious in
the three Worlds, the King of Kings, possessor
of boundlesss dominion and supreme wisdom,
and great King of Righteous:.ess.”

A Woopex Lisrary.—An odd work is be-
ing carried on for exhibition at the Peérmanent
industrial Exposition of Vienna. It is a wood-

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGLR.

The Revolution in’ Madagascar.

Letters fronr different parties have been pub-
lished concerning the recent changes in Mada-
gascar. Th: y allconfirm each other in reference
to the procecdings which brought about the revo-
lution, and the probable results. The following is

(from Mr. C. H. Btagg, who was sent out by the

London Missiohary Sociéty last year. It con-
tain alively description of many of the scenes of
the revolutioh :—

“ Antenanartvo, May 14, 1863,

“ Dear y =1 feel sure whenever vou read
the tollowing, you will be almost thugderstruck.
The having to write it surprises me as much ag
the perusal of it will you, -

* A disease called rumajenana, which means
 stiffness, has been affecting the poorer classes of
the people tor some time, and rumours have
been afloat that it was pohitically brought about,
and that the end would be disastrous to some of
the rulers and people. Some have asserted that
the idol party were making use of it to serve
their own particular purposes, and others have
thought that some few are really ill, but a still
larger number thought themselves ill, or were
pretending to be so, in. order that they might
;_wk’m‘w clothing (which it is customary to give
to the sick) and cessation for a time from labour.
Then “again, but a few daye back a rumour
startled us of a new law, which was ‘to permit
all parties holding different views, either politi-
cal, social, moral, or religious, to fight without
fear of fine or punishment,

“ Last Thursday (May 7) it was known that
the King intended to issue publicly the new and
mischievous law ; he and lns advisors were ex-
postulated with, but it was of no avail. Anocth-
er day comes, Friday, the principal market-day
of the week, when, owing to a large number of
people being cellecred together trom all quar-
ters, the opportunity is generally taken of bhav-
ing any new law promulgated or proclaimed by
beat of drumv in the.market-place of the city.—
Early in the morning, the prime minister, the
commander-in-chict, and several high officers
waited upgy the King, praying him to rescind
the law ; ifideed, the prime minister went on his
knees entreating him, but he would not be rea-
soned with ; therefore he left, declaring he must
arm himselt and followers for the protection of
his property. Betore leaving, they endeavour-
ed to sshow the King it would be destructive
alike 10 property and life ; but he was obstinate,
and therefore they parted. The King kept bis
word, and o did the prime minigger. It may
be asked, Why was the ki*o obsfmate.? The
only reply we can giveis that the Mena maso had
an awful design in view, even the murder of the
prime minister, the commander-in-chief, sevral
other high officers, the heads of the Christians,
and even Mr. Ellis, and we can only surmise as
to what might have followed. For several days
before the introduction of the law, Mr. Ellis
has had laid at his door death-stones, and other
things indicative that his end was ¢ proaching :
it was thought these were placed by the idol
party, but the greater proba[hhty is, they were
placed there under the direction of some of the
Mena maso. A few days passed without his
teeling any fear on that account, till at last the
priwe minister and friends advised him to sleep
at some other house, as evil-disposed people
might attempt to set fire to his, and in the con-
fusion he might be injured. The law was pro-
claimed in the #fternoon of Friday, and within
an hour afterwards the prine winister was sur-
rounded by many of his inflecential friends, his
rincipal aides-de camp, and a large number of
')is adherents ; others were sent off' to different

arts of the town and surrounding villages, to
{;ring in the soldiers ; all throughi the pight there
was continally passing group after group ot peo
ple, and by very early on the morning of Satur-
day, thousands had been collected together.
Everybody looked anxicus, and began to ask
each other, What is the matter ? what is hap-
pening 7 and what will happen ? Nearly ‘every
man that passed had either gun, spear, sword,
or heavy stick inf his band. We all went u
early to Dr. Davidson's, as he lived near the

en library, that is a bundred octavo volumes,
the covers which are formed of wood ; the backs of |
bark, inscribed with the names of the trees they |
are made from ; and the interiors of specimens
of the leaves, flowers, fruits, etc., of the trees.
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AXN oLp SoLpiEr's ExPERIENCE.—“] had no
eap but an old oune, the better one 1 had pledged
for liquor. 1 had pledged my wife's dresses also,
and, in fact, everything but my credit. 7hat ]
could not p'edged for f had none : and at last /!
thought I weuld pledge myself. 1 did pledge 10
total abstinence, and ever since 1 bave been a

bhappy wan.”

G ——

The following is a literal copy of a letter of
excuse forwarded by a juryman to the Court of |
Queen’s Bench :—Sir,~~As | am a Fauriner and
my lengvicb Danich I am not ettal compi(int of
the Englich lengwich to be a jewry man and my
contions du not alow me 10 geive my' openian
en wot 1 do not endeamrsan—An answer vel
oblight.”

T — ———————————— —
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Our work must be intentionally good, or it is
not the work of the Lord. Your coin must not |

enly be good metal, but it must bave the rightr

stamp on it, or it is no current money,

S — e —

The hour of midday is now struck on the bells |
of several churches in Montreal, by means of|
the Fire-alarm 7Telegraph.

The Chinese Qgree to pa;{ln doctor an annual

stipend 50 long as they are in good health ; but | d

' move him. s house, which we could well

prime miunister. We were thus vear the sol-
diers, upon whom we relied for safety, and also
near our friends, and were furthermore better
enabled to see what was going on and how al-
‘airs were turning. At once.men were sent off
to seek and to kill any of Mena mase with whom
they wight meet, and very soon we saw one be-
ing dragged along to the common place of exe-
cution, who the day before was courted and
honoured as the friend of the King. News also
came that others had been caught and killed, in
all about eleven ; one was discovered near where

| we were staying ; whilst being dragged along, he

- | o
tried to escape, and almost before our own eg’et

twenty spears entered his body, his clothes
were torn off him, and he was Jeft a bleeding
corpse till after the sun had set, for no man dared
see,
was instantly destroyed by the rabble, and not
a particle left. It is the law of the countr
'hfin ‘o:]n:'l‘ ir thus put togl:;alh, his houses, his
land, a | his rty become the propsrt
of the rabble ; tlgogveife{ children, uns Sneyo
are spared, and 1 suppose any thing they
can take away with them is theirs. It was an
awful day ; the excitement of the people was
most intense. The Christians ‘were in great
fear, and we all felt we were beholding the be-
ginning; but we kvew not when and how it
would end. Al day long soldiers came pouring
in. Negociations were attempted 10 be made
with the King who was still at the Stone House,
and with bim thirteen of the accused persons
whom hé would not ginm be had also his
guard of fifty soldiers, prime minister

the moment they fall ill the pay ceases.

emanded in the name of the people that the
men should be given up to be iml.

Towards | Christian uyssionaries, protection and

B N N ——

lthe evening the King, the thirteen Mena
' maso, and qxia lady- and - guard, were allowed
'to leave the Stone House, and come down to
'the large palace. As soon as they were in,
(thousands of armed soldiers were sent up to
protect the King and his officers, or, in other
' words, to keep them close prisoners, One can-
'not help wondering'how 4n the midst of so much
'excitement other (foeds or horror were not com-
‘mitted ; but, no ; thousands must have left t) eir
(houses to the merey of any one, but we do not

any erimes being committed by the rabble.  Wo-
men and children were walkirg about without
any fear of assault from the rabble ; all persons
and property were respected except those who
had igcurred the wrath of the leading powers.
‘This could not be told of any revolution which
has taken place elsewhere, however highly civi-
lised the people may have been.

“ We have spent many Sabbaths here ; but
how different the picture of this one to many I
bhave had pleasure of pourtraying! True, as on
other Sabbuths, people were passing rapicly
along—group after group passed by—but they
all went in one direction, none to the house of
prayer.. In the plain below, kabars or public
meetings were constantly being beld. f was
surprised with the emwcr of some of the speak-
ers ; Spurgeon wouldt have listened with pleasure.
Some of these Labars were called to give the
people an opportunity to express their opinion
on passing events, and also to hear what the
Government was doiny for the good of the people.
In the afternoon, the excitement ircreasing, very
reluctantly we all went to the British Consulate.
not that we felt any immediate danger, but we
understood fighting would probably soon com-
mence, and we knew it was wiser under those
circumstances to be under the protection of the
British flag.  We gentleméni by turns guarded
the house and inmatés by keeping strict watch.

“ Monday morning opened very gloomily ; the
sun refused to shine, and it was quite ceol.
Early in the morning the King consented to all
that was asked ; the prisoners were condemned
to be put into heavy chains.  About midday we
concluded vpon returning to the Doctor's resi-
dence.  Duringhe afternoon all was excitement,
for the prisoners were to be brovght through the
city previously to being guarded. At Jast they
passed ; 1 was glad we were not rear encugh to
distinguish them,but we were told they were near-
ly naked, and had their hands tied behind them.
What a great fall to men, who a few days before,
were courted for the honours and favours they
were able to obtain and bestow? They were
guarded by a large body of soldiers; and, as
they passed, the yells otsthe rabble were painful
to hear. Night comes on, and we ask ourselves,
will to-morrow be darker than to-day ?

“ Tuesday.—Very carly we were startled with
the news, which had not been told to the people,
that the King had died from grief during the
night.  We could see by the expression of the
countenance of the messenger, and the lavguage
he used, that it was not so, but that he had been
killed, It is agaivst their laws to stab or shed
the blood ot royalty, therefore he must have
been suffocated. 1 have heard since that the
Queen was taken from Lim, and he was left quite
alone; he must bave known then his end was
drawing nigh. 1 cannot Justify the deed, but
I believe the Government felt that, whilst he
lived, they and the state and country would be
Pin danger. I think if he had not been so obsti-
nate in refusing to give up the priseners, his lite
would have been spared.  We shal! never know
who kiiled the King ; he is not stpposed to have
been killed, but they say he is gone. We must
remember we are in a country,which is only a
few steps above barbarism. Nations are often
shaken in a day, but it takes centuries to make
a great ration. In some things they have been
taking strides here, when it would” have been
wiser to have taken ‘steps.  But I will not at-
tempt to philosophise, but rather to give facts.

maso who passed the day before were speared,
Events succeed events so rapidly, that we know
not what to look for next.  Another great kebar
is held, when the announcement is made that

P | the King has gone, and a new sovereign is pro-

cloimed. The King's wife, whose name was
Rabodo, was changed into Rasoahery, which
means good and powertul.  All of course cheered,
and guns were fired to announce the event.
When 1 tell you the King and Queen had not
lived as husband and wife for years, it will ac-
count for some things which may otherwise ap-

ar strange. I don’t know the Queen's age but

should think she is full forty.

“ Wednesday.—Rose early. The first thing
I noticed was two large houses being destroycd
by the rabble, which had belonged to some of
the Mena maso. About eleven we were asked
to asscmble together to hear some new laws read,
which the Queen had agreed to upon accepting
the throne ; you sha!l have acopy ot them atsome
future time, but now 1 can only give you the
substance, or rather a part of i, They were
somewhat as follows :— Perfect liberty was given
to the Christians and all other religious bodies—

y the): were not to interfere with each other ; the
Christians mizht build churches on any part Lious to consummate the ncble plans they bave

except An.nbofximnmfa. which means Blue
lage, it being a sacred city, and the burial-place
of the late Queen; no Christian places of wor-

4#bip will be allowed to be built there, but in the

immediate neighbourhood they myy be built,
and also Christians may reside at Ambohimanga
and worship outside the town. It is a large
place, and contains, 1 should think, from 5,000
to 10,000 inhabitants. In other respects the

that coul
peace with each cther ; the good will be pro-
tected, the evil-doers will be punished. We re-
turned thanks to'the Ql:““ and ber adviscrs for
these new laws, and abve all for giving us, as

pgrpu,ion.

i
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'hear of any robberies having taken place, or of

Soon after the Kings death, the thirteen Mena |

new law ﬁivu us perfect liberty, which is all| Th
be desired. People are to live at/b

[August 13, 1869

| Dr. Davidson in a letter has men s o,
lowing incidents which are not ‘oned the ol
where, and which, it true, ‘throw great i
upon the temper of the King and the
the aﬁanssimmlm e : | o

* His second wite,~the one w) :
ed as his rightful one,~bad been l?)t:'g“at':ag .h"“
to Christianity, and began 1o fssociate hetr ‘;‘
with the Christians. fle demanded of her”tf
give up praying~said he had ne entiies | 4
the Christians, and even struck her becauge 'l?‘
had dared to say that she loved Christ Jg: :
above Radama. For the same offénce he af::\.
and on the same day, struck Ransiketahg [on'
of the Mena maso.] Mary, for such js \h‘
name of his second  wife; remained fipp tn:i
replied,—* I was once.a poor slave giri and
carried fireswood, I would rather become o
slave again—nay, 1 will rather die, than give
up praying. 1 wish to live with God aftel my
body is dead.” This affair between him and his
favourite—Mary—soon got abroad, everyoye i
terpreting it as he liked™ - e y

* On Sunday Ramiketaha, who had forme
been a Christian, said to the King, ¢ Whey 1)
maiter is at an end, and the kingdom: agajn in
your hands, then let the preachers and deacony
of the churches be killed. Tell the English o
go home, and if they will' not doso kill thep
and let all the Christiars pay,.if they are tich,
fifty dollars, but if poor and beawitul, we wj)
teke them to be our slaves,” The King was
glad at this saying, and danced with joy. Tt way
also proposed to the Kinf that if this ‘N\Nened
the prime minister and all his companions shoy|d
be degraded, with which the King agreed, By
the prime minister and the nobles had these say.
ings reported tothem; and they were very angr
and ordered the soldiers to surround the palace -
which they did; and RainiVOlginallitl"ininr)' and
‘the nobles took up their place in the house of
Ra‘nemadrayo, close beside the palace gate
On Monday morning he sent to the King and
said, * We have only cut down the branches, buy
the trunk remaineth unhurt.  If you do not de.
liver up Ramiketaba and his companions, then
he will come and destroy the gate of your palace,
and take them by force” . . | Ashe parted
from his Mana masn, Ramiketaha was observed
to weep 3 but the King smid to him, * Do not be
sorrowtul ; perhaps it 1 am .again strong as a
king 1 will ?wlp you' This parting saying of
Radama te his Mena maso was told 1o the noglﬂ,
who feared that, it Radama remained king, they
would not be sate. Two oflicers, therefore, ac.
companied by several soldiers, having gaired
admission to the palace, while. the rest of the
soldiers, now eatered the palace yard, said to
the Queen, Rabodo, * Go out’; and she was com-
pelled-to leave with all her servants, and was
taken tothe house called the Silver Palace.~
The King was thus left alone on Monday even.
ing.  Every weapon in the palace was also re-
moved. le knew and waited for his fate
Two officers entered the palace on Tuesday at-
tended by several soldiers.  One of them knoek-
ed the king down by tripping him ; then they
strangled him with a cord, while he cried to his
ministers to save him. Some affrin that this
took jlace immediately after the Queen was re-
moved, and that no sooner was she dragged away
than the King was killed™

cause of
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Baptist Foreign Missions.

In our last issue we referred to the celebration
of the fifticth ycar of the American Baptist
Missionary Union. The Macedonian (August)
contains an address to the churches on the sub
jeet, as follows:

“THE YEAR OF JUBILEK 18 COMR."

“ To the Baptist Church tn——, with the Pastor
and Deacons.

BrLovep BreTures: — The AMERICAN
Bariisy Missioxany Union has reached the
filtieth year of its labors in_ béhalf of the hea-
then, and, at the recent meeting in Cleveland,
adopted measures to commemorate, b{ suitable
services at the next anniversa:y, the labors and
successes of half a century. The Union re
solved, without a dissenting voice, to bold the
Jubilee meeting in Philadelphia, the place of its
‘* irth, and towards that spot and that occasion
‘all eyes and all hearts will be directed with de-
vout expectation, Every church in the land
will be there by its sympathies and prayers, and
all such churches wﬁl desire to be represented
by their delegates, Moreover, many churches
and individuals will be prompted to make a
| special offering to God this year, for the riches
~of his grace on them bestowed, and for the dis
‘ pla{s ol his mercy pmong the nations, .Alrudy
such offerings are beginning to come into the
treasury ; and everything indicates that the list
- of congributiona wifl be large. ;

All these thoughts were present in the minds
(of the brethren assembled at Cleveland and
they adopted measures to have them.-carried
out. :

T{t}e Executive Committee, acting in behalf of
the Union and the Board of Managers, and avx-

il- Ldeviscd, hereby invite you, as a church, to con

ribute this year, through the Union, a generow
sum to the cause of Foreign Missions. They
desire you to act in your church capacity, so that
your contribution may be credited to you as 8
church ; and if you have not before done so, en-
t:r nohv: "8n a b:-ouru of 3xiniollury pﬁ::
that shall not interiupted so- long as you'
bave a place among “'&o Fhownds o’ lunll-.
e larger the sum you contribute, the better ;
ut any amount will entitle you to one delegate
at 'R lsnul ;uoth of‘iln Union, ; ullil'
e Lommitiee take plgeasure in i
on churches and hdivldulqlg make special 02
ferings, as God hath prospered them, over and
above their usual contributions to this grest and
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