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For the Christian Mess"nger.

wrell my childrén ‘I am ready.’” |do not prevent this evil, unlesa they be alter

Dying words cf Mrvs. Freeman,

Tell my children [ am ready,
Now my heavenly Master calls,

And upon my ears the messaze
Like the sweete:t music falls,

Ah ! how welcome are the tidings,
God's own chariot waits for me
Soon, above the shadows rising,
1 the light of heaven shall see,

Bee the Saviour, my Redeemer,
On the Father's radiant throne.

While before him angel-harpers
Fill the air with mellow tone.

All my labor past forever ; :
Liie's long battle fought and won ;
Just beyoud the narrow river,
Jesus waits Lo say, * Well done.”

Calm I enter death’s dark valley .
Lightened by a heavenly gleam ;
No dark shadows fall upon me,
No chill mist o'erbidngs the stream.

Death ! tor me thou hast ro terrors;
In my Saviouw's arms | lie,

Farewe |, earth, with all thy sorrows ;
"I'is & pleasant tiing o die,

On a bright automnal morning,

Just as sunlight’s golden beam
Field and forest was adorning,

Passed the Christian o'er (he stream.

Tearful eves saw not the glory ;
Ear heard not the music swell,
Yet we tiust the promise holy

cerning hearers know better than the preach.
er, why, after stating his point, he constant!

plays about .it like a boat in an eddy; which
moves but makes no progress. * Skeletons,”
as they are ladicrously callcd, however good,

wards thought out to their remotest drticula-
tions, The idle, but voluble speaker, will
flutter about his first heap, and flutter about
his sccond, but will mark no rajiocinative con-
nection, and effect no truitful dedaction, Kvi-
dently he who is continually pouring out, aud
but scantily pouring in, must soon be at the
empty bottom,

Ministeral study is a sine qua non of suc-
cess, 1t is ubsurdly useless to talk ot mettods
of preaching, where there is no method of
preparation, Ministerial study is twofold—
special and general. By spcial study, 1
mean that preparation for a given sermon,
which is analog.us to the lawyer's preparation
of his case, If faithiul and thorough this
may lead to high accomplishment ; bat, as in
the instance ol case lawyers, it may be carried
too far, and if exclusively followed wmust be
come narrowing. T'te man who grows old with
uo studies but those which terminate upon the
several demands of the pulpit, becomes a
manneris, fulls iuto monotony of thought, und
ends stiffly, drily, and wearisomely, At the
same time, he wants that enlargement and en-
riching ot ‘m ind derived from wide excursions
iuto colluteral studies, ot which all the world
recognises the fruits in such preachers as
Uwen, Mason, Chalmers, snd Hall, Yet even
this inlerior way of stady into which busy
and overtusked men are prone to slide, is in-
finitely better than the way ot idleness, osci:
tancy, and indecent huste. For thus the stu.
dent who begins hetimes, manages to pick up
a great deal more than is necessary tor his

. ase ik Lo

With the righteous, * Itis well'
Canning Oct. 13, 1863, Il.

Leligions,
Study.

A
FOR MINISTERS,

He can never preach well who has nothing
o say. The ell-important thing for & mes.
senger is a message, OF all the ways ol
preaching God's word, the worst is the purely
exlemporuncous—where & man arises to speak
in God's name without any solid material,
sud without any studious preparation. A
thousand-fold better were it to read every
word ol an instructive discourse, -in the mos!
savish and uncouth muoner, than to vapour
in airy nothings, with suavity of mi-n, fluency
of utterance, und vutward grace of elocution.
It is this which has become the opprobrium
of extempore preachers ; and it must be ad-
witted thut the danger is immincnt, As all
wen dislike labour in itsell considered, the
wajority will perform any task in the easiest
way which is ucceptable, And as most hearers
wnfortunately judge more by extermal than in-
ternal qualities, they will be, for a certain
lime, satistied with this ready but superficial
preaching, The resulting fact is, that in
numberless instances, (he extemporaneous
preacher neglegis his preparation. Lt he has
begun this sloveuly way while still young,
uﬁ belore he has luid up stores of knowledg:,
be will iu pive cases out of ten, be a shallow
rawbling sermonizer as long as he lives, lm-
meuse gympasiic action and fearful vocifera-
ton will probably be brought in to eke out
the want of theology, s & garrison destitute
of ball, will be likely to make unusual pother
wi'h blunk cartridge.

Owitting, lor the moment, the unfaith-
(wloess of such & ministry, the wan who thus
orre will figd he evil consequences rebound
spon himsell, It is on'y for & time the most
W)udicious or partial congregation can be held
by indigested and ussubstantial mater, how-
sver grucefully doliumll“;l‘hny may not

o, it ot disgusied. The wminister, havin
muog wll the chunges on his very small peal o
bells, bas uothing lor it but to repeat the old
shimes.

Another ineyitable result of unstudied
preaghing is the habit of wandering or seat-
lering.  Nothiug but laborious discipline, un-
wlermitted th life, esn enable & man to

special task,

Weart~

In premeditating one sermon,
he often finds hints for three more. By tun-
velling into the rock of a single passage, he
comes upon gems ol illustration, nuggets ol
dceirine, and eccol springs ol experience, all
which gos into the generul stock, Yet no
wise stuvent will restrist himself to the luecu-
braticn ssked by next Subbath's sermoun,

By general study I wean the preparation
which u liberal wind is perpetually making,
by reading, and thinking, over and above th
sermonizing, and without any direct reference
10 preaching. Buch studies do indeed pour in
their contributions to every future discourse
with a continually increasing tide ; but this is
not seen at once, nor is this the proximat:
wim. No man cun muke full use of his talent,
who does not all his life pursue a high truck
of generous reading, wnd inquiry.—Dr. J, W,
Alexander,

- - - -—

A Christian Denomination should
have its own EducationalsIn-
stitutions of a high order,

A christian body, which deems its views
and practices so binding us to warrant a sepa-
ration from othcr seets, necds not only theo-
logicul schools for the special training of its
ministry, but also more strictly literary semi-
naries of & high order in which shall be pro-
vided the meaus of the very highest meutal
culture.

It should have such institutions as a way ol
fulfilling its obligation to the gencral cuuse
ot christian education, or education oun a
christian basis and pervaded by christian
elements, Kducation is o handmaid ol re
ligion, An intelligent christian is the best
christian, provided he have gruce equally wich
others, Hence the duty of the churches to
promote intellifem among themselves and in
society generally, But sanciified learning,
learning on christian princi)les, learning in-
volving the least error, whether secular or reli-
gious, is best of sll for any person, and es-
pecially for the religious man, A christisn
education, therefore, a religious denomination
is bound to promote with its best available
Fstrengrh;—Bur
tion ; is every so-called christian education
alike? Kvery christian, it he be such, has
certain positions, views of christianity, which
ally him with one denomination wmore than
with snother, There are no entirely undeno-
minafional christisns. At least we have never
met one, and we hardly expect to in this life.

Christinpity inevitably iakes, o wany res-

Wik Jogically to his lie of srgumedt, Dis

same thing to it as sacrificing a portion ot its
christinnity, Therefore it a sect would pro-
mote the purest form of christian edusation,

responsibility ot teaching error. Provided its
separate existence as a sect is justifiable, it
is doing the most for true education, by pro-
moting it under its own best banner,

Again, & denomination is jtselt educated
and elevated by promoting most directly the
cause of learning, within its. own province.

educational estublishment, and it is disciplivned

Sympathy with refined culture and vigorous
toaining 18 necessurily enlivened, For, the
entel prise is near at home, and under the im.
mediate fostering care of the denomination,
The m:mbers of the body feel that in a ye-
culiar sense the institution is theirs, And
while deep sympathies are enlisted, activity
is more earnest, und thus the more beneficial
in its reflex influence. 'I'he life tarces of the
wmembership are developed in relation to an
enterprise in hand, ‘The common mind is
liberulized by the very idea of promoting lib-
eral education, and the christian church is en-
larged in its views by the very couception of
a christian educational scheme for which it
shall be respousible, Besides, the conscious-
ness of having pa t in the enterprise culti-
vates that sell-respect and calls out that res-
peet from others which are favorable to the
peculiar wissicn of a christian devomination,
Leading institutions ot learning in a deno-
winationkre, moreover, wonderfully prowotive
of its unity and social wellsbeing., The
churches are therein performing a common
work, which praciically unites them, And
winisters and members meeting together on
the anniversary pocasions, and otherwise eoun-
selling together on their common institutions,
improve their social relations and mutual
literary feasts, and find a kind of home, and
act and feel in & measure as one lawily,
There is u foast of reason and a flow of soul.
ln this connestion we arv led tosay that a
denomivation which does not have it own res
peciuble seminaries of learning, going els:-
where to fiud literary advantages, will in pro-
ocss of time go els:where for its literary usso-
ciations and its more refind society, lustead
of developing social lite, and a relined cirole,
within itself, it becomes dependent on external
privileges and the most intelligent of its mem-
bers become appendages f circles of society,
and social powers, created in other religious
connections, But having our own highest
literary udvantages, we retain our bLest minds
and influences with ourselves, where they ol
right ought to Le, and build up beneath the
banner of the denowmination a social fabriv,
such us we shall be saticlied in being joinud
to, und such as will serve 10 bind the rising
genciation to the ussociati.ns aud religion ol
their lathers.— Foan el y

— ——

Dr. Payson—a reminiscence.

“ Those prayers often excited wonder,” says
Prol. Bhepard, in his recent article on Dr.
Paysor, There was & day in the autumn of
1817, ‘wl{-lil years ago, whish | shall never
torget till 1 torget everything,  There is pro-
bably here and there o gruy-headed one umong
your readers, that romembers thesame, Such
[ think will not be uawilling to have their
though's recalled to it,

Oa that day | was one of tae throng that
filled Park street church to witness the ordi-
nation of Bereno K. Dwight as pastor of that
church, and five forcign wissionaries, The
stationing of & watchman at that prominent
tuim on the walls ol Zion, would of itself

ave altracted a crowd ; but the setting apart
4of five young men to the foreign missionary
work lent additional attractions, as that en-

pooin‘ the Council, aud participating in the
exerci es, where some of the giants ol that
day, Spring, Worcester, Bams, Tuylor, then
just se'thed at New Huven, aud Rev, Lyman
Beecher of Liichfield ; and some who were
not gisnts, in stature at least, like Huntington,

the cxercises

pation to saorifice its denominationalism is the | torenocon. Mr. Beecher—he was not"doctor

who yot helped to give & pleasing vuriety to| The

then—held us for an hour and forty minutes
with his celebrated sermon—* The Biblo a
Code of Laws,” a performance he vever ex-

it must do so to some extent in its own de-|celled if he ever equaied after he was dootor ;
nominationa! way, for only so will it avoid the [a sermon which, with its nine inferences, al-

ways reminded mo of the cat-o'-nine tails,
with which he castigated the Unitarian por
tion of the audience, and nearly all Unitari
andom was represented there on that day by
its ministry. The other exercises were car-
ried through in appropriate style, enlivened
now and then by music from a powerful choir

Let it bring into existence and cherish a noble | —not a pititul quartet—under the lead of

Duren, the most ecelebiated leader of that

and ennobled by the very eflort and interest. |day,

1o the afternoon there was no sermon, but
the ordaining prayer, the charge and the right
hand of fellowship, extended to those whe
were to go to the heathen, were solemn and
appropriate ; and the si ht of the young men,
who were thus laying themselves upon the al-
tar, altogether served to raise and sustain an
intensity of feeling. This service closed with
the most spirited anthem of the day, i which
GLAD TIDINGS—QGLAD TIDINGS—GLAD TIDINGS
~was the burden ot the song.

But agnin the great corigregation-is scated
and hushed to silence.  The communion table
is spread with the symbols of a Saviour's love.
Atter a few introductory remarks by the mod-
erator, Dr. Spring, a slight tragile form rose,
end commenced the prayer o consceration, ==
The question would intrude itself, Why is he
broaght in to fill that place, * avery humble
son of man?" Surely there must be a filling
off here. But the prayer proceeded, and soon
dtrange thoughts and feelings began to rise.
Who and what is this man that is leading us ?
and whither is he takingus? It I hud-as-
sumed a devotional attitude, 1 must sdon have
lost it, for 1 could only guse and wonder,
The prayer was very long, the rigid oritie
would say altogether too long, and wuch of it
inapproprise,  But Jissoul had gone up to -
the third heavens, were our oritical rules and
usages are not enforced, and he had taken the
soul of his brethren and sisters up with him,
and they felt that they were indeed “ awtal
near the throne,” and they were in uo haste
to be let down,

At length the prayer was closed and seve-
ral brethren gathered around the table to as-
sist in breaking the bread, tor there has »
“ multitude” 0 be fed, perhaps not quite five
thousand.  He Boon left the breaking ol hread
to others, and commenced an addiess 10 the
communicants ~ an address | cannot under
take to deseribe. No one could make it exs
copt thy one that had offered that prayer.
There was simply a change in the dircction of
his thoughts. He who had just boen pouring
out his heart to God, is now pouring it out te
the assembly. There wa a rupid, ccaseloss
flow, except that he was interrupted once by
the moderator, that he might deliver the ele-
ments to the officiating dewvons, Yot there
wus wo offense against good taste, but every
word was in the right place. 1t the people
had been borne upward befure, they were
borne ouwaid now toward the fiual guihering
ol the redeemed, when they shall cuter inte
the marriage supper ol the Lamb,

Durving the distribution of the cup, Me.
Beecher addressed the commuunicants, but i
wus & failure, We had listened 10 his ser-
mon, and we had enjoyed it tremendously ;
put we did not want to hear, him now. Qur
hearts had bLeen situned 10 a diffcrent key,
wnd we did not want o have the key o unged.
Those delightiul vibrations that were thiillia
through us were disturbed by the wuch o’
that vough hand,

But the elewents are distributed, and they
are all filled with temporal foed, wud all is still
again, And again that slight fragile lorm
rose, and without book in hand began, Let
us unite in singing two stanzas ol the 17th
psalw io long metre, beginning :—

® «This hfe's a dream—an empty show,

terprise had not then logt its freshness and|  Hur that bright woeld to which | yo,
wpewking of w ohristian sduca- [novelly,  That throng was very great.  Com-

Hath joys subsiantial and sin ery,
When shall | wabe, and tind we there ?
O glorious hour | O blest abode !

I lfwll be near and Like my Gad ;

And flesh and sin no more contr |

T'he sacred pleasures of my soul —

with the doxolc:s.
psslm and the doxology were sung by

pecte, & denominational form. For & denomi-

the uaited voices of the great congregation te

The udiu;t'w. of Dr. Dwight oceupied the ' the tune of Old Hundred, and tlat, said the .
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