
is wasting away, 

THE CHRISTIAN M 
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its religious | ulses beat more architect, Michoel Angelo § the propottions of 

and more teebly, ite lile is dying out, Chria«{the architgetural wark aro so complete, that ont 
tian Wiuis'crs und deacons aro distressed uh 
most to depair, and every ‘member of the! 
church who cares sa) ihioggivos] its prosper. | 
ity leels uncomfortable, unhappy, discouraged. 
They seem to forget that God is in heaven, 
that He still smiles upon the earth, thut the 
Baviour ia still interceding for them, The 
compluin that God bas turned away His tuce | 
from them ; they implore Him to return und | 

bless thew ; anit re 4 supplication were hope. | 
Jess, a¢ it He world not bear aud unawor when 
the very breath they are thus miruting, shou d 
be spent in praise rather than compluint—in 
bunible tharkiuluess for blessings received, 
rather than in supplication for more, 

1 vm not ashamed to say, that 1 think the 
Quukers are very far abeud of us in respeet to 
their ideas of * improving the time” in religi. 
ous nisetings, Is there a silence in their meet. 
ing? It is weet, welcome, reasonuble, Thareis 
po warping of the ideas in thut one particular 
direction, uo torturing of the mind upon that 
one particular point, Alling wp the time — 
They have come up to bear und th uk about 
God. lux sowe one spoken of Him? Wel 
and goed, Does no one feel impelled to 
speak 7 Then it is alo well and goed to wit 
and thivk of him, There is no superstitious 
dread of this silonee==no worrying ubout dulls 
ness ol the meeting=—no reprosching che an 

other with turning their backs on God's cause 
because they sit silent in His house, Thel 
very preseiee there is cu indication, which ne 
one uitemps to gainsay, that they have “com 
to worship Him,” 1 think thut a little eleur. 
howled covtvmplation of this walter might 
produc: good results, 

————— ——————— wm m—— 

For the Christian Messenger, 

, European Correspondence, 

Rome, September, 1863. 

Mu. Epiton,—- or 

The readors of ecclesiastical history must be 
‘Panvhar with the term Vatican, “1 his is probably 

the largest it not the finest palace wm Europe. 
It bs the winter palace of the Pope, and hom 
ite hills have provended laws, bulls. and edicts, 
inthuencing a large part of Cliristendom for 
many. centuries. 1s exisgroce dates rom the 
eighth cen wry, but it has been rebuilt and re 
molded by seviral Popes since its first erection. 
Iv stanus over the Vatican Hill (hence is) 
nani) wear the Church of 8c Pewer's. It i 
T1720 eed Tung by 760 broad, and everal stories 
high, contaimng 4 400 apartments, balls an 

can hardly conceive of the size of the interior. 
nor the height of the vaulted rool covered with, 
fe unrivalled frescovs. In front, sands an 
Egyptian obelisk, of ‘a single piece of red 
ranite, 85 feet high and 9 feet square at thy 

Rage i brought from Egypt by the Emperor Ca 
ligula in the fst century § on either side of 
this column spouts a fountain, whose copious 
discharge falls into a basin twenty feet in di 
ameter. Next te St, Peter's is the church o 

St Jobe Lateran, where the Topes are crowned. 
and where the Pope ofliciates. It contains th 

mous chapel of Corsing, reckoned the finest 
in the world, and costing two million of dollars, 
As | have used the word chapel frequently in 
convection with cathedrvals, 1 would explam by 
saying, this means a space railed ofl’ around th 
sides of these large cilifices, of moderne size, 
and fitted up with altars, images, paintings, and 
the other paraphernalia of Catholic worship 
Scrae large ch robes contain many of thes 
chapels dedicated to particular saints, and fitted 

up in a grand or plain style according to vir. 
cumstances; cach chapel has its priests, and 

Jem (within the same building) at the same 
ve. The costly chapel spoken of was the 
gift of scme vich halian Prince, from whom it 
ukes its name. Here we were shown the rable 
rom which was eaten the last supper—the 
pirtars of Pilate's judgment hall—thy ewrd ol 
Jae bs well from Samarin—~ard a marble tabl 

consecrated wager 4ulling trom the priests’ hands 
«30 they wll wy" remarked our Catholic 
guide, * but we believe what we like,” Yow 
readers wib probably do the same. But 1 need 
not describe more churches, as a volume wight 
be writter, and then fail to oxhibit alt thy 
eatures connected with them. The unparalleled 
paintings, the pil'ars of porphery, Jasper ano 
bronze, the carvings and  giidings in th 
churches 1 visited, were all tar boyond wm) 
Wormer conception, and wy powers of delinea 
dem vquadly tall short of their tree description, 
The impression 1 gathered from my cursor) 

visit 10 this city, is, that itis decaying, Once the 
vhiel city of the civilized world, with bet weer 
wo and three mithon of inhabitants, it Fas 
now dwind ed 10 180,000 ; there are no wany 
tactures but of the simplest artic es, and no 
commerce to build up the place. 1 saw the 
whole city from various heights, but observed 
no new buildings in progress, and no old ones 
being renewed, 1 saw no bus) news-boys er) ing 
the latest news, nor any anxious groups seeking 
the intelhgenee the evening and morning paper 
convey, In tae, the populace | fear are mostly 
unable 10 read, ard are therviors the subjees 
of superstition and ignorance. ‘The povernnen 
wa despotic one, aud, as far as 1 could learn, 
Lorne hy the people ws a grievous yoke, 20.000 
French soldivrs serround the throne of his 

chambers Here is situated a museum of an 
tiquities worthy of a special visit. 1 passed 
through 1ooms and galleries, containing th 
most splendid seulpture and paintings, togethe 
with wonuinents ol the varly history ol. the 

ei), vm goed from He DRI ous Tuine atony 

which 1 was struck with several wagnilicen 
and capacious baths, sculptured fiom antigu 
and Nienna mat ble, | aid not sve he state 

aparaneits, oy they ware then dosed, nor had 
1 vie 10 examine the very valuable Library of 
135.000 books and manuseripts, ; 

The Quvenal or Summer Palace of the Pope, 
moa well worth a visits We were shown 
through 36 roves, all most richly turnb hed a 
such vost and viegance a8 culy r1ovaity could 

comin Fhe oniture was all covered with 

neh evinson velvet, the bed nd covering of 
evidison sik tapestey, und ever) thing 1o adapt 
the roo tor their several purposes, of cating 
sleeping, audivnces, public or private snise 
ments, &, was of he most chaste and suitable 

kind Che wads in one veral POI War vovyvred 

with fiohein tpeairy, astviv olf delineating | 

selery Ly pevtiivework, which at a distance 

looks hike the painting of the ster artists. Neo 
desciipion van do justice to this viyw of an; 
the work is done at but one mauulae wry in 
Europe, nem Paris, and 3) under qm vontral ol 

the French Government, who purchase all tle 
pieces made, and use them for decorating is 
owl Palaces, or Jispose ol them 11) presenis 0 

forvign Powers, It often takes ten year 10 

woduee one of the large Heces, whi: h vos! 

EE $I0.000 10 $35,000. Alter sealing in) sell, 

by permission, a lew minutes in the state chair 
of Lis Holiness, | departed 10 visit the scenes 
m the viny 

i wou next speak of the churches but hardly 

know What to wa) respecting them | they are so | 

numerous avd so magnificent, tha | tear | shah 
but wadeguately convey to your reatlers a de. 

Holiness § hiv own peculiar body guard being » 
swiss regiment, Not a Roman soldier did | 
witness, nor «ould 1 hear of one within th 
previvets of the city, Our nterpreter, an in 
reltigent and devout Cathobie, informed us, on 
being guestioned, that the senthnents of tw 
jreople were= Let the iests ave 10 re ron 

and It Victor lwmanuel rule over us as » 
sovereign, 1 vhould hike to have spoken of th 
worship in these numerous chur hey, and othe 

matters connected therewith, but | tear | Lav 

already exhausted the patience of your readers 
atl must close. | lave read Pani's letter 
the Mowans with diferent feelings than ever 
belore 3 and asked maselt wherw now in the 
city of churches’ vould be found the taithitul few 

whose piety was spoken of throughout the whol 
world (Rom. b %) in the days when Rowe wa 
the ventre of Wolatry ? 

JW. B, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Day of Special Thanksgiving and 
Prayer. 

Dear Brother, 

| perceive Thursday is the duy recommend. 
ed hy the Convention, us a duy of * spevisl 
thunksgiving und prayer,” 

The report on the State of the Denomina. 
tions mentions a considerable hh orevse in te 

numbers baptis d, over lat year, This ix caus 

ol thunkluluess, nor ught we 10 be backward 
i ueknowledging the goodness of the Lord, 
Aud is it not vary desierable to mend to 

the seeand olworvation appended to that report, 
numely © denomicationsl benevolenec"? 
Vow vusy & matior, were we all upon ihe 

sch plian of those | visited "Not only i» Rome 

upc wudapt'y supplied with elergd, she "| 
alsu gute wi redundant in chun hs POs sessing | 

within her Wugite no Jess thun 364 ; but of these | 
there ure seven Dullt on the seven Lills or .vmis 
nences of the vity, aalled Basilica, or cathe. 
deals | these are oboh of importance but cannot 
be described in a short paper. Probably your 
readers have all heard of Bi. Peters, and it any 
of them visit Rome, 1 desl not will haste 10 
poe it, us it ds the largest church probably in the 
world. It is approached by tme circular colo 
nados, supported by 280 pillars, ih an ental 
lature, on which stand 190 ma. statues of 
saintf each o'oven leet high. The Lgl ding Is 
607 leat long and covers sight sores of ground, 
Its height 10 the sop of its dome is 44d leer; 
was 170 years in being, built, and cost over) 
$50,000,000, requiring $30,000 appually for iss 
wepirs. Everything within snd without js ot 
the grandest style, and of the most, elaborate 
fini hi it owes much of lu celebrily to the 
master mind of that great sculptor, 

) 

ater, and | 

alert “nothin subject, to more than doubls 
the aggregrato of contributions, and thus fer 
more «ficiently per‘orm the duties assigned 
us in the providence of Ged. May u cloar 
view of our responsibilitios rest upon us all, 

Yours trul 
D. W. CO, Dinock.,* 

Christian Ftlessenger. 
HALIFAX, DECEMBER 2, 1803. 

New Subsotibers for 1864, 

Oun duty to cur patrons and the, cause 
committed to us, dimunds thut we shall en. 
denvour to make progress. Each year should 
witness an advance on its predecessor, 
We desire to have an addition to our 

separate worship is going on in a number of | P 

with & small hele though it, cansed by the |P 

. 

A 

SSENGER. 

whom we send the Christian Messenger, and 
shall be glad 10 receive 

FIVE HUNDRED 
good New Subscribers, with which to coms 
mence the coming year. In almost every 
community where the Mes is taken, we 
believe thut there are many tuwilies who only 
require to have the paper introduced to them, 
wi h a word of commendation, to induce them 
10 desire its weekly visits, They would 
doubtless soon learn to appreciate ity value 
as highly as toy of its prescot supporters. 
A little exertion from euch of our present 

patrons would, we doubt not, secure the 
whave result, Respected Reader, will you not 
TRY ? 2 : 
We propose next week to send a few extra 

copies of the Messenger to those friends in 
tho different parts of the Province who fuvor 
us by necting as Agents in their neighborhoods; 
and shall be much obliged it they would 
lace them in the hands of such persons as 

they may suppose would be an acquisition 
to our list, accompanying them with u few 
words of recommendution, 
We shall be glad to receive new numer, 

and plac? them cn our books us early us 
possible, but shall not charge for the weeks 
revious to the 1st of Junuary, 1864, ¢ 
Although we have been obliged to pay 

more for paper dwing the past hn than in 
any previous one, yet we have, with difficulty, 
retained our former price, hoping to have 
udditions to our number of subscribers that 
would help us to meet the increased liubilities, 
We shall be obliged if our friends will bear | 
this in mind, and wake prompt payments, 
md thus wid us all they can in securing the 
above objeot, 

Sed Bw -— 

Day of Thankegiving. 

A Proclamation appeurs in the Gaget/e of 
| Wednesday last, appointing Tuerduy next, I 
the ®ih inst, ax a Duy of General Thanks. 
giving to Almighty God for his nercica—lo: 
the manifold | received ot His hands, 
and especially for the abandant Harvest snd 
the continuance of Peace during the present 
ear. 
; We regret that so short notice has been 
given of this appointment, We belieyn that 
the vurious bodies of Ghristiuns would gladly 
comply with the wish ol His Excellency the 
Admini: inter of the Goveri ment when be 
says, “1 do cornestly exhort abl Her Mojo 
y's loving subjeets Ju this Province to ob. 

serve reverently snd devoutly the suid day of 
Thauksgiving.” Bat we lear that many, in 
the remote districts, will not have seen the 
notice till wfter the said duy bus puss d, 
This might have been ayoived, It should 
have been ut least a week later, or the notioe 
a week or two earlier, 

His Honor ‘nforms us that he hus “direst 
ed that a suitnble Form of Prayer snd 
Fhanksgiving be ured by all ministers of the 

Church of Englund in this Proviuge,” 
As we huve no State Church hae, we 

think it would huve been just us well to have 

left the Church of Englund wit Isters, us well 
us the ministers of the other churches, tu 
provide themselves with suen form of prayer 
us they might chouse to adopt, 

— - 

Christian Combination. 

Combination is une of the eharaeteristios 
ol the present day, Activity is displayed in 
he extension of ¢ mmeree snd in seientitic en. 
tarprizs, but it is especinlly apparent in the 
various orgunigations lor the prop gation of 
religion ut home and abroad, More purticy 
larly is this upparent in the sombit ation 
tormed for that purpose ‘vn England, Convo. 
cations Synods and Conlerences wie onntinunily 
being he d for the purpose of ascertaining 
what 4s requived in the systems nnd modes ol 
wetion of the several religions denominations 
to render them better sulted to rouch the 
masses of the people, und, us wo would chari- 
tubly hope, to convey to them the blessings of 
religious instruction, as taught by the udher- 
conta of those churches, 

From an article in a London contemporary 
Luving relorence to two of thise gatherings we 
muke » brie! ex rue, One of these was an 
wssewbly of Indepiudents ut Liverpon), the 
other was» Chareh of Bogland coulerene: 
recently held ut Manchester, OI the torier, 
the writer sigs ; - . 

WA person interested in the Church question, 
and * wanting wo know' what wis being don 

might have buen gratitied a lew days ago in a 
retnrkable way, Tle might have gone tnd aver 
wool aud Joukwl in gpon the assvinbly as Lirea 
Georguestrvet Chapel, and there bave seen the 
leading hndvpendonty pragehing, remling papers, 
und discusiing how 16 place Gonutwithtionation 
in tront of the eoelesisstioal movemerts of the 
day ; and in the iatelliggne vavoestness of hes 
men wight have reed signs proplnsic of 
the future power of indepydeasy, 

: \ 

od inn 

and propos ind ering se tions of thy Chorch, | 8% 
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present very respectable list of names to| * Then” says the sa mo writer, “in an hour he 
might have traveled to Manchester and cok. 

y another eecl stical cong Ve there 
with auveral remarkable men » them, diy.- 
cussing how to make the Church of England in 
reality what it is in name. The aspect of this 
assembly in more bebigerent. The spectator 
might have seven Me Borestord Hope is a hand. 
to-hand encounter with a Me. Bardsley, of loos) 
fae, and the courtly and accom Hvhed N, Ox. 
on, * with the light of battle mn bie lave,” hay. 
ing a tit atthe Uhre. Preteiang helmet of Can. 
on M'Neill. In the one case the question in 
dispute is, whether the communion’ table in the 
chancel enjoys the speci] presence of Chris 
more than when it is placed in any other part of 
the Church, and in the other, whether thee 
was “saving truth” in’ the Roman Catholie 
Church, and whether it was necessary to uphold 
the Irish Establishment, These wers two. opis. 
odes of the Conference { but the getiera! rarose 
was to see how to bring the Epiee pal Church 
ot England and Ireland into more efficient work. 
ing order, 

I'he Bishop of Manchester presided; and da 
livered an address, in which he rejoiced that the 
laity had been invited to join the Conference, 
Canon Stowell read a papery in which he 
mitted that * the impression was not unfound 
that the candidates lor holy orders are inades 
quate to the wants of the Church” and offered 
various suggestions on the vee that might by 
made of lay agency * The meting allowed thes 
suggestions to pass without interruption ; buy 
when the zealous Canon went on 10 hint that the 
Prayer-book must be revired in some points, to re. 
move the scruples of seme who would then ep 
ter the Church, he invoked a perfect storm of 
hisses and inveetive— Archdeacon Denison rising 
to order on the ground that the Canon had ex- 
ceeded the time allotted lor the reading of lis 
Wi r 

I'he Archdeacon said * He would argne-any 
length of time with a man who would uphold 
pewrents, but he would not sit still and hear a 
wan abuse the prayer-hook.” This gave rise wo 
a scene of great contusion, Canen M Neill rising 
to say that it wus a shameial misrepresent ation, 
and in the midst of the cheers and counteraheers 
the chairman closed the discussion, and called on 
Mr. Akroyd to read the floss paper on Lay coe 
operation. : ’ 

“ Papers were also read on the the + Jridh 
Chureh' * Clergy Discipline,’ the + Oftertory? 
¢ Church Music," * Parochial Mission Women,’ 
and other usetnl At mre Great ability, grest 
attachment to the Church, and an eager desire 
for the predemivance of the Churchy wae all 
equally displayed.” 

The bodies in this provinee who hold In 
ternal connexion with Great Brituin cannot 
help feeling ivteves.od in tho results of such! 
gatherings, ‘and will, more cr Joss udopt the 
measures approved by their brethren, \o carry 
out their desigus, 

Although the Baptist churches of Now 
Seotia have vo formal associative with those 
of the mother country, yet they are of course 
interested in whatever affects their sister 
churches in every part of tie world | Every 
christian man should seek 10 wscertion what 
instrumentalities ure being employed to pros 
motd the extension of the Kedeewer's kingdom 
and after proving al) things * Lokl fast tha 
which is good.” o 

There in great deficiency of wilon, among 
the Baptist churches of Koglond, This 
doubtless urises from the practice of open 
communion among them, Wo trust thet the 
lessons tanght by the lute experience ol some 

of the churches will produce better fruit, 
Happily the churches of this provinee have 
no such cause of separation, The fraternal 
connexion existing in our Associutions Tn mosh 
cases being, an we believe, hivhly valued wd 
capable of cllcet ng Yar wore than hus yoo 
been accomplished, 

Although we rejoice in principle of in 
dependeney in christian ehurches, believing 
it to be the most seriptural, yet we think thers 
should be as much as possible of fraternal res 
cognition and cooperation in convection with 
it, Itis gratitying to find that Quarterly 
Meetings of ministers are beld in some ol the 
counties of this province aid thar great good 
hus arisen from them, Wo would gowmend 
this matter to our renders wind cspusinlly to 
those of them wi.o hold the minmterinl olhoe. 

Much muy be done doubtless in the immedic 
ate vicinity of every ehwreh, but whilst this 
should mot be ed, the more enlarge 
view of christian obligetion shou'd not be 
overlooked, It the principles held by other 
bodies are dear to thom and word their 
strenuous effofs to propagate, surely ours are 
no less doar to ub, and 1s we believe they ape 
proach nearer to the New Twstament pattern, 
we should be encouraged to leuve no means 
aotricd to bring them Jorth wud commend 
them to our lellowmen, believing that what 
aver real progress other bodles nko in the 
proclamation of Diviek Truth, it is #0 much 

ined towards the réalimation of our cardic 
nal principle,— Every christiun a believer in 
Christ ; und, Kverg obyroh « community of 
believers, 

PRCT PERDUE JL3 GPs L PP 

Wi acknowledge, with thanks, the reesei 
of » of * Sketches of Stonewall Jacks 
son,” by Charles Hallock j—=0uo of the grease 
ot a 
only to Washington. 
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