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Docember 3, 1863.]

: Pm o and rejoice to seo that the initiatory ateiu

The Week of yer, 1864. hnvle boenluken for the ;oczmpiiuhmen:) of our
. : . | wishes. Ilis Excellency the Lieutenant-Govern-
Tlhed%"““S:;"c:; Am‘“k“o‘:..""::ed;:) oi.a:. or has just put forth a document which cannot
i it g ot Sy Py | fail to tell most beneficiallv on the interests of
morality throughout the colony. The following

PROPOSED WREK OF SPECIAL PRAYER

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

e s : . - T ————————————————————————
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It diﬂicﬁlt"t"o opuk ;f Mtln state of reliy

ion ; there is much to cheer, there is much 1

depress. Exclusions from church fellowship i
many churches ate afflictively : numerous ; ad
missions are very few. Christian mivisters hany
down their hands, and the' faithful mourn, ye:

2 M t " | 'l 2o Nai W S . 3
TAROUGNOUT THE' WORLSSTANUARY $:210), i the notice, which appeared in The Gazette on ' the thickest darkness precedes the dawn, Ou

| — "
100&: the 25th of August :

‘hristi 1 re A ain .ﬂecﬁon.ml “ Gov. Sec. omCO, 26th A"., 1863.
Chi':\.rtilt:?latzfoael‘vzd: :eck gf special and uni- |~ “ The Lieutenm-.quernqr directs it to be
ted prayer at the beginning of the New  notified for general information that for the fu-

Year. ture no persons will be placed on the list of can- | ..

‘or four preceeding years the ec mmencement | didates for em Io;;ment in the publ_ic oe:rvic'o,
ofl;:Zbo‘;mr bien tgﬂ{ hallowed. In almost  unless the applications are accompanied (in ad-

every country, in every guarter of the globe, ' dition to any other testimonials) by a certificate
Christians have met to present one oﬂ'ermlg

of | from a minis'er of religion, or other trustworthy
thankegiving to our covenant God, and to plead person of sufficient position and reputation, sta-
with Him for blessings both for the church and ting that “he has had the opportunity of .know-
for the world. ing the character, conduct, and mode of li‘e, of
* It is encouraging to knaw that 'their prayers such candidate for the period of —— years, and
have been graciously answered. The Lord has that he conscientiously believes the said candi-
been in the midst of His people gathered to-!d_lte to be mnctlgnb.oue'at, sober, and moral in

ther in His name. They who have watched  his conduct and habits. :

e progresss of God's providence, and who have| ** Any persons whose names are already on
faith to discern His good hand in passing events, the list of candidates for employment, and
cannot fail to acknowledge that, notwithstand. | who wish to have them cdntinued there, are re-
ing the audacity of infidelity, the past four years quested to send the certificate required above
bave been remarkable for the very blessings | without dulay. ' )
sought . for in earnest and -united prayer.| * When an officer, already in public employ-
Amongst these may be named—the power of ment, is known to be discrediting the service,
the Holy Spirit manifest iv religions awakening 'and to be setting an evil example to those
end revival; the progress of the Gospel in around him, by lcadms an immoral Jife, such
beathen and nowinally Christian - lands; the 'conduct will be regarded as a bar to promotion.
emancipation of slaves in many countries; the
shaking of Papal and Pagan powers; the Chris-
tian activity that bas carried the Gospel to the
neglected masses of our great cities ; and the
triumphs of truth in many places over various

“ By command,
“Huan W. Avustin, Gov. Sec.”

This is unquestionably a move in the right
directio:. lc} et wo were no: wnhoudt. b<°mt~" f“e:
lest 1t should prove a mere form an allow
forms of error. : to remain ingperativo. Great, then, was our

Therefore let Christians again plead before 'gatisfaction to see this notification followed up
God, agreeing on earth as touching the thinﬁ‘f by a circular addressed to the heads of depart-
they should ask, rememtering the promise, * It ' ments calling their  attention to the notice
'h‘{' be done for thewm of my Father which is in in 7%e (fazette, and stat'ng that it is to be con-
Heaven.” \sidered a standing instruction that they are

The following topics are suggested as suitable | never to recommend to the Governor for pro-
for a prominent Elm in the éxhortations and 'motion any one whom they have reason to be-
intercessions of the successive days:— | lieve to be given either to intemperate or im-

Suxpay, Jan. 3.—Sermons: Subject—The 'moral hat:’iw, "M}d‘:hll: hil‘ ‘l_:lxce lensy regards
work of the Holy Spirit, and our Lord's words it as the duty of the head of every department
on agreement in v to make himsel! acquainted with the general

;;?,;D:‘; J;: p:.-’—e;’enhential confussion of  ¢haracter and conduct of all the subordinate

N i 1. social | Officers serving under him.
sin, and the acknowledgment of personal, social, A dostring B ‘Diihal lity this!
and national blessings, with supplications for TR SEen S SINOh Jrany. et
Divine mercy through the atonement of our Ileretofore in Government offices, on sugar
Saviour Jesus Christ. Lo estates, and in almost every other tion, the
g 4 : doctrive has been, “ Haads of departments,
Tm;’sbaf:; ;,‘:\ :.—F:; :io.?':::::'::g ‘:{:&: | planting proprietors, attorneys, and others, have
s success : f
and Gentiles ; and for a Divine blessing to ac- mi::b;:::::-?.d:d?:& t:; gaar:cot:r‘:e
company the Wforts made. to evangelise the un-| oo} o e in licentioustiess have held Gov-
converted of all ranks and classes around us. ernment appointments. Let us hope that this

Wepxespay, Jan. 6.—For the Christian ‘uwew Government regimen will help to bring
church and ministry : for Sunday-s hools and 'about a salutary revolution in soeial morality in
alfl other “ﬁb{inian agencies, uhndllor the ln:lr;: cevery relation. It is especially gratifying to
of spiritual life, activity, and holiness in (observe that the executive is being well sus-
lievers. tained in the course which has been inaugurated.

Tuureoay, Jan. 7.—For the afflicted and op-' Ounly.one of our islvnd papers has dared to cail
pressed : that slavery may be abolished, tbnmuempn the proceeding ; and even that has
persecution may cease, and that Christian love to yield to the force of publie opinion by
may expand to the comfort and relief of the qualify its statements. With this one disreputa-
des'itute in all lands, | ble exception, the whale press of the colony has

Fripay, Jan. 8.—For nations : for kings, and commended the fidelity and boldness of the
all who are in authority—for the cessation of Governor. In , ~mgr l‘,"“"c“ .uzg:‘vnd;nl °:°
gar for” e provaiency of pesc, and o o (FOENGOSS, and in atbors awociated churhes
boly J T Stbb“h' grateful sentiments to his Excellency in having

SATURDAY, Jan, 9.—(Generally for the large 1"\t the weight of his influence into the
°‘"J’°‘"'“".°f the Holy Spirit, and the revival | 1o in favour of the religion and morality of
::‘ emnon of pure Cbristianity throughout ., country.

w

The continued low price of the staple

SUNDAY, Jan. 10.—Sermons : Subject—The 'duce—sugar—is sinking the hearts of the pr::

Christian chureh : its unity, aud the duty and | ers yet lower and lower. In some districts an

desirableness of manifesting it. , attempt has been made to reduce the wages of
James Davis, Secretary. .

. the le from one skil'ing to minepence a-day ;
HErMANN ScHMKTTAU, Foreign Sec. | bat ‘ do not think it will succeed.

Cotton culiivation is beginnin to‘ give pro-
: mise of becoming a means of developing the
Corrupondenoe from Jamaica. |riches of the soil, and in some measure of com-
pensating for failure in productions to which the
The following encouraging indications of planter has been so blindly wedded. Several
moral improvement in this free British Colony | C.lp'f':_ﬂ_““ s g 1y ‘l‘i some ol ﬂi;:
\ : : ive fair promise of suceess. A company
are from the Freeman's Correspoudent in that goen el 7 called, ¢ 'lho?in
"hﬂd e Cotton 2

* uy.” This is purely experimen-
Jamaica, September 25. | Ay ’onon a small scale, the shares

We are going to set our house in order at being only one hundred at 5. each. But it

last ! at any rate, we are going to iry. You!meets wit every encouragement, and seems
know those Baptist missionaries in Jamaica bave likely to demonstrate that many of the waste
always been very meddlesome kind of gentle- |lands around the city may be turned to profita-
men. They can't let peo&le alone ; that is to ble account. The experiment of the Jamaica
say, they can’t let alone their evil doings, with- | Cotton Cowpany in England might bave proved
out either demouncing them, or trying to correct | a success, but for iniquitous miswmanagement. |
them, or both. Now you are not altogether ig- | trust, however, even now, it way recover from
norant of what the state pf society used to be. |its embarrassments. Upwards of 300 acres are
Well, it is mending ; and 1 am strongly of opin- already under cultivation ; and from thirty of
ion that the moral and social improvement of | these, which commenced bearing in July, 1.
what we call here the upper classes—1 am not | 000Ibs. of cotton per week are now being gath-
ture what you would call them—is keeping full |ered. The districts in which this experiment
ru with that of the lower. It will be a grand- |in cotton cultivation is being made, once like a
Y Suspicious time for Jamaica when they get| fruitful garden, is one of the wildest I know,—
right abead ; and ust now our worthy licuten- | bush, bush, bush reeting the eye on every side
a0t governor is w q;r’lng them up to the win: | for many miles. Yet there isa population,
ning-post in capital style. - It will do your eyes |living ffow hand to mouth upon their proyision

to read what he writes. But don't let me ds, and shut out from all the stirri
forget the Baptist b“‘kﬁgl;q | Know tb::, _ g wr a stirring and

) aivilising influences of extended enterprise. The
that for several K:.“ pn Jamaica ptist | demand for cotton may yet save Jungaicn from
Usion bas had the temerity to pass utions | utter | rostration, and help it on a new course of
o no measared terms deprecatory of the ap- agricultural aud commercial prospeiitv,
pointment ot immoral persons to Government Among other indications of life and
tituations. Last year & memorial on the subi k|1 may mention the prospect of our havin

was sent to the governor; and I am not going | through the ente of a meréantile firm in
to tell you in what terms it was greeted by some | Ki

Kingston, a coasting steamer, to " between
not very far from the goverdor's person, nor yet and Io.::.y Bay, callin P:{tln inter-
of the curt ackngwledyment .‘:ahniim mediate ports on the north side. ' 1t is said
However, th-‘{:u ’&, tbe | the ship will be connected with the Liverpool
o @“ under cg of the Colonial Ofice {line of merchant steamers. A direet line of ste
;q‘, e In an ta his Grace the Duke of unication for both nmd-cnb::-

ewcastle. But, of coureey, n9.,0ne: here sop-| dise-will-thus be establiohed batween the. north
poses. that any influgnge can have thereby been |side and the mother country. This ‘will be. &
¢xerted in bigh places ; only we do take courage | great boor.

the world are there brighter examples of the

hristian life and character than may be found in
Jamaica. Next year will be our jubilee,, May
it prove a year of spiritual blessing.

Correspondence,
For the Christian Messenger.

Autobiographical Sketch.

By Rev. Cuanreks Tuerer, D. D.
eftaptER 111, Y

CONVERSION, AND ENTRANCE ON THE
' MINISTRY.

(No. 6.)

In addition to my continued feartul apprehen-
sions of baving committed the unpardonable
sin, I snffered much disquietude with reference
to the doctrine of Electwn. This doctrine al.
ways appeared to me $0 clearly revealed in
Scripture that, though strongly opposed to it, 1
could never adventure to deny it. My view,
however, of the nature and design of it was in-
correct | as 1s doubtless that of persons averse to
itin general. According to my view, God had
designed by predestination and election to limit
the exercise of mercy to a very small numbery
and to place an insurnountable bariier in the
way of the salvation of the mass of mankind.
But the Scriptures plainly teach us, that the
Divine purpose does in reality secure the holi-
ness and happiness of a vast multitude, while'it
presents no obstacle to the salvation of any,

‘ predestinated” people ‘“to be conformed to
the image of His Son,” namely, “that He
might be the First-born among mANY brethren.”
In like manner Christ says, “ All that the Fa-

cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out.” 8o
Paul*clsewliere speaks of * them that perish, be-
cause they received not the love of the truth,
Ahat they might bé saved.” DBut to obedient be-
lievers be says, * We are bound to give thanks
always to God for you, brethren beloved of the
Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth.” (Rom. viii.
29. Juno. vi. 37. 2 Thes. ii. 10-14.)

I was strongly tetipted, as undoubtedly many
others have been, to pervert the doctrine in this
wanner. If I am elected, I shall certainly
be saved : if not, I must inevitubly be lost. It
is therctore useless for me to be concerned about
my salvation, or to ure any means for securing

tation, I determined not to receive the doctrine,
or'at least to put it out of mind as much as pos-
sible.  For this purpose 1 eéndeavored to avoid
reading anything concerning it. Accordingly,
when [ met with passages of Scripture in which
it is tanght, I would close the Bible, and turn to
some other part of it. This I did repeatedly.
At length on an oceasion of this kind the thought
occurred to me, that if I were ever savingly con-
verted, it must be to that God who was the
Author of the Bible ; and that consequently it
was altogetler inconsistent for me to 1eject
or evade any truth which He had seen fit
to reveal. This course was therefore henceforth
abandoned.

I was aware, moreover, that if election were
discarded, the incontrovertible part of God's
Joveknowledge might be wrested in the same
manner. I could not doubt that it was as
well known then to the omniscient Jenovan
whether 1 would be in heaven or in hell after my
death, as it would be subsequently to that event.
As He foresaw it, so it unquestionably would
come to pass. On this ground, I might with
cqual consistency—none at all—relinquish all
cfforts to obtain salvation.

But either of these views would be equally
applicable with reference to the preservation of
natural life. If Deity had determined that 1
should live to old age, or hiad forcseen that I
would, it could not be otherwise : if that T should

% | die in youth, no means could prevent my early

death. I would not, however, from this consid-
eration act so irrationally as to swallow a dose

that | of deadly ‘poison; or neglect any means adap- '

ted to preserve my life. 'Surely, then, it would

impenitence, which would as evidently be fatal

lg\ﬁ\

to the soul as poison would be to the body. In

faith and hope are in God ; and in no part ¢ |

Thue the Apostle assigns a reason why God-

ther giveth me shall come to me : and bim that-

it. But 1 could not rest satisfied upon this'
.| ground. In order, therefore, to evade this temp-

be maduess in the extredie for me, from ady 1
such mode‘ef reasoning, to rush on in #in and |

38l

all secular matters the intimate connexion be-
tween ends and means is recognized and acted
upon, irrespcective of afy conjecture as to the
Divine purpose or forcknowledge. In propop-
“tion as the concerns of eternity are more im-
' portant than those of time, would the inconsis-
tency and folly be greater under any pretext to
neglect the former than ‘the latter. In a word,
I perceived that the secret purpose of God,
though undeniable, could be no rule of action
for me. So Moses says, ** The secret things be-
long unta the Lorp our God ; but those things
which are revealed belong uiito us.” (Deut,
xxix, 29.) ;
Though these considerations may not all bave
occurred to me at that time, yet several of these
certainly did ; and I was aware of the stubborn
and awful fact, pl,g.inly made known in the Ora-
cles of inspiration, \that should I live and die
unregenerate, impenitent, destitute of faith in
Christ, and without holiness, I must perish for
ever. I therefore clearly saw, that it was of the
utmost importance for me to take care not to
“ neglect so great salvation,” and to “ give dili-
gence to make my calling and election sure.”
An increased knowledge of the depravity of

my nature tended to reconcile me to the doc-
trine of Divine sovereignty. 1 had often in
mind wrangled with Deity because, as 1 imagin-
ed, He had not afforded me an equal chance
of obtaining salvation with some others. But
by this time I had become so far acquainted
with the plague of my own heart, through res
peated failures in my attempts to recommend
myeelf to the Divine favor by iprovements in
my conduct, that I perceived, if God did not
save me by His own rich, free, and sovereign
grace, I would undoubtedly complete my own
destruction. It was evident to me that ever-
lasting misery was my just desert, both for my
trang zressions of God's law, and my rejection of
L the gospel of Chiist; and that my only hope of
salvation must arise from a consideration of the
infinite and unchangeable goodness and mercy
of the Most High. All thoughts, therefore,
‘either of denying or wrestling the doctrine were
abandoned.  As a guilty, depraved, and helpless
sinner, justly condemned, and ready to perish, 1
must look to the Lord Jesus Christ alone for
deliverance from the wrath to come. If 1 were
lost, it would be to the glory of God's justice;
if saved, “%o the glory of s grace.”

For the Christian Messenger. -

Correspondence from Burmah.

The following was received from our brother
Rev. A. R. R. Crawley, in Burmah by the last

Oet. 7th—that, however, being his notes of 3
missionary tour in the month of June, while this

affords a glance at him while at his work “ at
home."”

ZAYAT JOURNAL.

Jury Tth.~On arriving at the Zayat, found

I invited him in, when he continued standing—
an inexcusable rudeness, according to Burman
etiquette. Told him ‘to sit down. Taking ne
notice of my réquest, he leaned across the table,
opened a book, and began to vead alowd. | See-
ing what sort of character I had to deal with,
quietly shut up the book, and told him again to
sit down, adding that I wished to talk with him.
Dut 1 bad again to direct him to be seated be-
fore he complied. After a few remarks, direct-
ing his attention to the necessity of diligent
inquiry, in order to discover truth—the follow-
ing conversation ensued.

Burman.—1 think my God is true, and you

thivk yours is true j—now what is the differ-
ence ?

true God.

How do you knew there is an Eternal God ?.

Listen to me carefully and 1 will tell you.
L.ook at that chair—what would you infer from
the fact of its existence ?

I would infer that there must be some ope to
sit on the chair.’ :

And yet it is conceivable that a chair might
egist, without there being any one to sit om
ity It is not congeivable that the chair could be
without a maker—is it ? |

‘No, the chair must have a maker.

How do you know that ? what evidence have
you¥

Evidence ! the ehair of course.

Very well.  Xou asked me how I know there
is w God who created ‘all things. 1 answer be-
cause there are created things—jush as you say
you know there is a chair,

O no! the cases are not the saine. The sun,

.

English mail. It is a continuation of the jow-,
nal which he gave us some time since—in C. M., .

A man taking shelter from the rain on the stepe..

We don't thnk—we know our God 1s the only ‘
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