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TO OUR PATRONS AND READ.) 

ERS GENERALLY. 

The religious press we believe to be 

second only to the living preacher as an 

instrument in the service of Christ's og 

dom upon earth. Tt in acknowledged to be 
.an important auxilliary to the ministry of the 
gospel, Every copy of the Christian Mes. 

senger is read, we believe, on an average, by 

five or six individuals, and whoever sue. 
eceds in putting one additional copy, into 

circulation, every year conveys to that num- 

ber of persons, fifty-two weeks’ valuable 
information, on matters relating to agin 
improvement and christian truth, By the 

simple means then of introducing a religi- 

ous newspaper where it has not before been 

taken, one may sot in operation an amount 
of influence for good which cannot be esti. 

mated, It may operate on the minds of 

those who read it and benefit them through- 
out their lives, and even be the medium of 

carrying to them truths which will make 

them ** wise unto salvation through faith 

which is in Christ Jesus." 
Respected Reader, with these prefatory 

remarks we would take the liberty of so- 
liciting from you a word of commendation 

on behalf of the Christiun Messenger to 

oe neighbours and friends. There may 

paper, and only need reminding, at the 

roper. season, as to how they may obtain 

t, to become subscribers at once. Others 

might require speaking to more than once 

or even twice, who would afterwards be 

very glad that you had not given them up 

on your first effort being unsucessful, 
Ax an educator in the afamily we believe 

a weekly paper is often more efficient than 
the Teacher. In conjunction with the liv 
ing preceptor, we may appeal to almost 
every family into which the Messenger finds 
its way, for evidence of its beneficial in. 

fluence, The members of such families 
become more intelligent, and attached to 

thie home circle, than others where no such 

visitor comes to the fireside. The payment 
for the Messenger in an amount which need 

not burden any. Those who prefer to pay 
for half a year, at first, can do so with One 
Dollar. The payment of that sum regular- 
ly every half year would be easily accom- 
lished by aJmost every family desirous of 

i; faving it. Others might prefer paying for 

1 ¥ a whole year—Two Dollars. This we pre- 
4 fer when it can be done as conveniently. 

Perhaps there is no more economical ex. 
penditure for the family genesully, during 
the year, than the sum paid for the family 
newspaper, The members of the family 
who are most detained at homeo, and do not 

mix with the busy affairs of mankind, are 
especially benefitted by its weekly visits, 

Ve respectfully commend this matter to 

our friends every where, and hope to have 
their co-operation, so as to secure a large 

addition to our list of subscribers before the 
end of the year. By way of inducement for 
New Subseribers to commence forthwith, we 
propose to place on our list all the names re 
ecived, with the payment in advance, before 
the end of the year, crediting their pay- 
ments from the first of January. forward ; the 

papers to such Now Subscribers sent pre. 
vious to that date will therefore be free. 
Pastors and People, old and young, male 
and female, we want your a und we 
doubt not if a united effort were made, it 

° would add to our list five hundred new 
| 

names before the New Yoar, 

SPECIAL RELIGIOUS SERVICES, 

If ever there was a time when religion was 
unnecessary or that its claims could be sale’ 
put uside, wud in any measure dispensed with, 
that time is not now. It is very evident that 

\ an observance of the outward forms of a 
YN religious lite, » devout attention to \he means 
pig of grace, and a geversl recognition of chris. 

’ tianity, are vow part and purcel ol good wan. 
ners, with the world as well ss with the 
church, Does not this, then, render a more 

itive confession of Christ helbre the world 
ess necessary than heretofore? may be » 
question whioh occasionally arises io the 
winds of many. Io reply to this, we may 
mart, yoo 1) bapa of the oleims of 
religion is no guarantee of possessing savin 
faith in Christe A profession of religion H 
the mass is nowhere shewan to be that which 
is noceptable betore God, Various forme of 
expression sre used in the Word of God, 
shewing that Feligion is an individual matter : 
“ [I any man be in Christ Jesus, Ae is » new 
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[but we bave no hesitation in concluding that 

e some of them who do not now see the |) 

y | vinolal Thaokagiviog Day than it has been 
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« Whosnever believeth and & baptised shall 
be raved,” &o, 
What may be the peculiar phase of chris. 

tianity most required at the tae day may 
bo determined —— by difforent persons, 

Ings conferred will follow, Earnest potitions tion with bigotry, bit wpon ; an, In the language 
will then arise to Hlenven from hearts sensiblej of another, ! the polsonud arrow will full points 
of their need and thew ible We! less. People who undertake 10 hurl epithets ay respons « We : 
trust thut a Pentecostal visitation wil be the Fae edge: hice yen take oe 

; trying to understan sir foree, ote 

> ory kp A ry + Aon go does y= consist in an earnest Riteshanenh ¥ 4 
and -firm advovacy of, tenets we conscientiously 

prepared to sympathize with thelr follow sins | approve, but in denying to others the liberty of 
ners, and give them u prompt and decisive | doing the same. 
answer, and an invitation to believe on the 

Lord Jesus, und partake of tho samo blessings The circumstance of (here being & large 
087 Save {Noictives tscelved. Thus O . number of Genera! Baptists present by special 

invitation appears to bave afforded t sate 
will be glorified in the salvation of men, islnotion all The suzeers ol the moves 

mont leads to the supposition that a union of 
the two Baptist bodies will follow, or, at no 

THE ENGLISH BAPTIST UNION, distant day, if a tormal combination do not 
take place, at Jonst a union of heart, which is 

Tur late Autumnal session of this body | far better, will be lormed by these two 
bold at Birmingham, on Wednesday ahd | branches of the Baptist family, 
Thursday, the 12th and 18th ult, was one of} A number of valuable pa 
vory unusual intorest—oalling together about | loading ministers in the denomination, 
four hundred ministers and delegates in that 
grout contre of British manufactures, The |v Romanism and 
names are given of two hundred and fly 
ministers who were present, 

It was opened by halt an hour spent in 
devotional exercises, over which the Rev. J, 

there is a wapt of earnest enquiry into the 
vital truths of the ) pu. and & Ap 
to cling to preconceived opinions, which pros 
duces a sense of security without effecting a 
change of heprt and life, 

hilst fashion may ohange in the opinions 
men may tolerate, there can be no ohunge in 
what is required to prepare men for heaven 
and future hap iness, Tho demands made by 
the Word of God wre not changed ; they be. 
long to no age or olass in particular, but, in 
all oes, Repentance towards God und Faith in 
the Lord Jesus aro indispensible to salvation, 

Whether this is the proper time to expeot 
a Revival of religion, we have no speciul 
meats of dotermining, It certainly is u time 
when a revival is required. We make no 
hesitation in affirming, what we believe will 
not be questioned by the bost part of all de 
nominations, that there is in all a lack of vital 
oarnest ploty, Special servioss have often 
had the effect’ of arousing from a state of 
lethorpy those who had sunken into a state of 
declension. God in his providence, sometimes 
by his judgments, sends special visitations up. 
on individuals and upon communities, Those 
call up special owulry and examination into 
the cause of such calamity, and make men 
sonrch their hearts und lives, and often the 
result is that they turn and seek Him whom 
they had almost forgotten. In such canes the 
judgment becomes u channel for blessing, and 

Soepticiem viewed in relation 
to Baptist Principles.” 

Rov, W. Underwood next read a paper on 
the General Baptist Denomination, its past 

History, distinotive Peouliaritics, und pres:ut 
H. Hinton presided, Position,” 
The President of the Union, Rev. Mr sak ied ast 

Murals Towogura Address 10 tory Igy | tie to hs nado iv iit vow f 
spoken of, A looker-on," writing In 10% | hy whole question as it presented iwself to his 

man, says of it t= own Judgment, but he must beg leave to say that 

“ The President was in his most genial mood | the confession of faith contained in the paper did 

and he read his masterly address with, for him, not pd ¥ ye [a - a and that he dd 

unustal clearness and emphasis, Jt is prety | MOL Wie tO Una by It. 
well known throughout the Consibiasion het The Rev. Mr, Lewitt said he believed tha ens 
Me. Mursell dos not often read his discourses 

erg of yoy contained - _- pcr 
k wood's paper, and the statements he had so clears 

hehe dpe Rd he cdea dT wade, would be subscribed to by five-aixthe of 
manuscript. Yot, the rev. gentleman has too|'h® General Baptist ministers, though of course 

keen pr of honour ever , slight either = their brother Pike bad a right, if he thought th 

audience or an occasion ; and whenever he oouus | 10 Protest againat it, Ele (Me, Lewiv) owed al 
pies a respresentative or a specially responsible ha was as a minister to the existence of the 
position, he weighs well his words, and when Ais General Baptist denomination, but during the 

words are well weighed, we know what weighty le A dwt i a A agone 
' » \ ) 

Words thay aon. but few rv: in A way of a more entire 
union between the two divisions of the x wry 
body, They all held the same great doctrines, 
and he was satisfied that there were greater difs 
ferences between Particular Baptists themselves, 
than between the Particular and the General 
Baptists as bodies. Ile would rejoice to see the 
distinotive names dropped, and be thought the 
time had come when this ought to be done. 
Meetings of that kind had a tendency to lessen 
the distinotions and differences that existed 
among them, and he hoped that as they were all 

what was rogarded as evil becomes an oocusion 
of bringing forth the greatest good. When 
the streams are cut off, men go to the foun. 
tain, Special services are then considered 
quite proper, even by those who are indiffer. 
ent at other times, 
We havo no idea that extra services are 

essentinl to a revival of religion ; but, as they 
afford opportunitics for christian intercourse, 
prayer and exhortation, they are frequently 
the precursors of God's gracious visitations 
to churches and oo>mmunities, ard become the 
means by which a revival of religion mani. 
fests itself, A regular continuance in the 
ordinery course of attention to wor'dly ah 
fairs is thus broken in upon, end men are lod 
to thnk that there is a greater to be 

After treating on the nature of the union 
existing amongst the members, and the good 
it is culoulated to confer, he proceeded to the 
following statements concerning ius spirit and 
objects : 

“ It is not for me, JRrSioh: my esteemed associ. 
ates, 10 indicate objucts worthy of this united 
body, but there are two or three which might 
wull come into our councils and Bll our thoughitul 
and prayerful attention. Among thew, permit 

: he ralsire-of | {one in Christ Jesus they would before long be 
sought than earth oan NPpLY. Vhen such iy of ov mehr bah an all brethren in the coasuition that had been re 

services have this effect the interruption shuws terred to. tous districts § the supercussion, on EOSTes 
l sound, and sate principles, of the distincvion be. 

tween General nd Partioutar Baptista { the re. Rev. W. Roblascn lntrod a form of 
tition to Purliament, pra for enquir 

moval of all national and ecviesinstical exactions 
trom Nonconlorming communities ; a careiul at nto the subject of a separation of Chu 
tention 10 the Governmental sy stem of education, and State, s called up warm but friendly 
which in the hands of a great party is worked ad. | discussion, and was finally referred to a com. 
versely to the principles and interests of Dissent ; | mittee, 
and the establishment of a denominational fund| At the public Dioner to the ministers and 

tor the won of ae —— wee oul " delegates, the Rev, Mr, Dale, an Independent 
superannusted labourers. This last 1 take the | 1 obed 
liberty of pressing upon you. 1 am aware of local nid oy Bce wpe cody i. foe bi h | 

gen ot sry dn 1s magnus behalf of the churches of the Congregational 
¢ enough Awoig us, or at least there ought to be, [order, the gratitude which he was sure they 

Ww merge these limited arrangements in one great would all feel when they hoard of the ver 
denominational lustitution. It the ministers of | kind and Christian terms in which they h 
the present day would contribute an annual | been spoken of again and again, in the course 
amount towards such a result, it would be su 
plemented by the wealthier iriends of the body, oh yo wy dy “ ov we -y 

and the churches of Christ, when we are gone, |, "ho i $he 0 10 sak whether there had would inherit the advantage and appreciate the been a lovers’ quarrel which had Raed 
prase. To baud down to posterity a beneficial , 
ustitution, the provesds of which we cannot | the particular expressions of goodwill which 
personally inherit, would be to lend the fra |bad been made again and again during the 
grance of a high and generous example, and to | last day or two, (Laughter und applause.) 
stir to noble deeds unborn generations. The Rov. J. H, Hinton Introduced the subs 

* While, in all propristy, the Baptist Union | joy of aid to the Freed Negroes in the United 
ives its chief attention to questions affecting tates and coupled it with the ald rendered 

the welfare and the progress of the body it re. Ae Amend hn Chea 0.5% nee 
presents, it repudiates a narcow and exclusive | OY America 10 the Lancashire operatives, and 
spirit, Questions way sometimes arise of en recommended sympathy aud subs.riptions, 
terest, which lie beyond a strictly demomina-| The Rev, O, M, Birrell gave an excellent 
tional range, which belong to a sphere common | Address on * The influence of the present 
to all Evangelical or Nencontorming bodies, | (ime on Personal Religion " showing that a 
waters which reine to the commonwealth of | yi of proeperity was a far severer trial of 
tree and enlightened Christendom, Kvent 4 
way transpire rn am of reas ohristian faithfulness than a time of adversity 
arena which may call for the smile of approba- and porsecution, Ho alluded to tho bad ine 
tion or the own of rebuke. Buch vo-action fluence on the young. of certain amusements 
with kindred institutions may ovcasicnally be | sometimes allowed in christian families, 
Sppeapriate, fod bare, all the fires o porel The Rev, J, P, Chown read a most im 
and of nates ation, Dut wight uw " 
allowed to utter a oh of advive, It weed be port Pe RS SEE Burk Lowe gly den 

un the side of very mature deliberation and ner: ri. Bible w \ ot dlateibuti os 
vous vaution, A readiness to respond to every y -? T SR, Ip AribiVion a» 
call whigh may be made on sympathy and aid | 'eotur of bo Rov, W, Brook spoke on the 
has, 1 subn i, rather a tendency to Ely than | Mame subjoot affirming that baving lived in 
to elevate the institutional standard of confud | Bt, Glles's for flieen or sixteen yours and 
erate assemblies ; they cannot, in my opinion, | witnessed the cffeot of church work in thas 
cherish too habitually the element of welf-re: | noighbourbood, he deemed itan entire success, 
spect, or guard too wisely against lending their| gave oncouragement to similar labor, 

1 Toy B. W. Nool read a pa "nu to the numberless claimants w 
cork the advantage of their Infiaunes and heir yo a She He ofiort for the conversion 

of sinners,” Ho spoke faithfully to christian 
same. A hasty promptitude to adopt every case 

parents on the importance of their pressing 
which may arise, and to hearken to Spponis irom 
every quarter of the busy heaven of social and 
philanthrople enterprise, might be construed in-| on thelr gbildien the necessity of seeking 
to a panting for a notoriety which modest pro- Christ and not leaving that duty wholly to 
cedure and intrinsic merits failed to ensure, | Ministers and Teachers, 
I SH S—- GE) mutiehe LNB TR to bavo these several papers 

" w roar, dbyrh pir of RR we discard | published together, We doubt not they will 
s religiously segtarian temper, Our moith and 10rm & very useful volume, aud give In & pers 
our prayer are, * Girace be with all them who mental form these cxprussions of the seni. 

them that these earthly things, together with 
the ordinances of religion, are but the soaf. 
folding for erecting the building in which we 
are to dwell for ever, Our trail tabornacle 
must soon be taken down, and we must have 
a mansion where we are to remain through. 
out eternity and be at home with God, ° 
title to this ean alone be obtained by personal 
application to Ohrist, Whatever may awaken 
wen to this subject should command the carn. 
ost attention of christiuns, 

With these feelings we shall not think 
special services a burden, but a source of the 
highest juy, and fraught with incaloulable 
blessings to all participating iu them, 

Bince writing the above we havo learned 
that His Excellency the Administrator of 
tho Government has, by Proclamation, ap- 
pointed Tuunsoay, vu Tar vay or Decksnen, 
a8 A Day or Tuaxxsarvive ro Auvioury Goo 
for the manifold blessings received at His 
hands, and especially for the abundant har. 
vest and the continuance of Peace, All 
wHer Majesty's loving subjects" in this 
Province ure exhorted 10 observe reverently 
and devoutly. the sid Day, 

It will be observed that this Day of Thanks. 
giving is to be on the same date us that named 
for the Day of Humiliation and Prayer fo 
the Buptist Churches throughout the Provin. 
oes, A similar colneidenco occurred fn 18062, 
It was then, as now, undesigued, and purely 
accidental, that the same day should be ap: 
pointed for both observances, Wo are glad 
to find the notice given earlier for the Pro. 

heretolore, © soe no nooomsity for any 
change to be made by our churches; the sub. 
ject of Prayer and Humiliation does not con. 
fliot with that of Thanksgiving, [odeed the 
latter rather suggests a very apariast 4880+ 
olution which should bo preserved between 
the two, Gratitude for blessings already 
conferred is commonly the procursor of mew 
favors, If we fail to recoghisze the hand of 
the Giver in the good already conferred, we 
do but shew ourselves, not on'y unworthy of 
greater and higher blessings, but unable to 
appreciate what wo have, und liable to have 
them withdrawa, 

Let, theo, Thursday, the first day of De. 
cember, be mado a duy of Special Prayer and 
Thavkegiving. Fuithiul selt-cxamination and 
enquiry into tho necessity for a state of higher 
spiritual lle, and more thorough devotedness 
to the service of Christ, should obaracterise 

creature,” &o. “Yeo must be boro again” 
love our Lord. Jesus Christ in sincerity’ We ments of the body ou subjects of geveral ime 

all the services. Thanksgiving for the bless: | have sometimes beon charged Ws a denomivs-' portance. 

pore were read by 

The Rev, George Gould read a paper on 
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