\__April 13, 1864.

Religious. Services~The usual morning and
evening prayers are regularly kept up. At the
mission compound a hymn is sung, a portion of
Scripture is read, and remarks are made; in,
the evening; each is expected to recite a- por~|
tion of Scripture, after which prayer is offered.
These devotions are conducted sometimes by '
myself, sometimes by the native assistant, some-
times by Mrs. Swith, and sometimes by visiting
brethren.

Morning and evening prayers in the Chinese
language are conducte(r at the poor house;
Chek Pua conducts these devotions, He reads |
a hymn, which is sung, and then a portion of
Scripture, after whicﬁ he or one of the Chinese
brethren offers prayer.

Morning prayers have been conducted daily,
Sabbaths excepted, in the temporary workshop, |
situated on the mission ground,.in the rear of
the British Consulate, on which ground the new
church edifice is being erected.  Alter reading
a portion of Scripture, brief remarks, prayers,
and roll call, the workmen commence the labors
of the day.

ASSAM.,

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON.

God has given me the privilege of baptizing
the first Assamese, the first two of the Garrow
tribe, and now the first Mikir, Thanks be to
his holy name. Tle has granted his blessing
when my unworthiness and failures in duty
might have provoked his displeasure and pre-
vented the blessing. | often feel a great delight
in the work of the Lord. 1 would rather kindle
up the fires of Christianity among theése long
benighted tribes, thau 1o occupy the most hon-
orable position at home. If among all your In
surance Companier at home you had owne that
would warrant the life and health of an old
missionary for twenty years, 1 believe 1 should
“join.” By that time 1 believe that the hills
and valleys of Assam will begin to be vocal
with the praise of God. As it is, we must be
laid aside ; others will take up the work, but we
will rejoice and be glad, for the time is comine
when * they who sow, and théy who reap, shall
rejoice together,”

Work of the Jubilee Year.—~I pray God to
bring up, on this year of Jubilee, the whole
united strength of t?xe churches to man the field
as it should be, and to begin now with new
eeal and geater entarprise, expecting a thou-
sand fold greater success during the coming fifty
years.

Are the young men of the churches ready to
come ¥ Are the churches ready to sustain them ?

* O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee
up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringest godd tidil.{:, lit up thy voice with
strength ; lift it up, be not afraid ; say unto the
heathen, Behold your God."— Missionary Maga-

Line,

Correspondence,

For the Christian Messenger.

FEDERAL OUTRAGES ON NOVA
SCOTIANS,

b - -

DrAr Sig,—

You will doubtless benefit scme of the young
men of Nova Scotia, by publishing the following :

Cyrus Stevens is a son of mine of whom I
wrote last fall in the Messenger. Your readers
will recollect the efforts the Federals made to
get him into the army, and of his going to the
British Consul and getting protection papers
wade out. Yet shortly after that they placed
his name on a list for a cavalry draft. To es.
cape this second outrage he left for Kentucky,
and was employed on government works until
they were organizing a draft there, when he had
again to leave and came on to Boston. Here
be thought himself perfectly secure, and got a
situation in a Dry-goods Store, at $2 per day.
This was in December last. He wrote bome of
his prospects. | wrote, advising him#o come howe,
but beard nothing more of him until he came
bome on the 28rd of March. Having made bis
escape from the Federal Army, on the borders
of the Tennessee, having travelled 150 miles on
foot to the Ohio River, at Marysville, where
they crossed and took the railroad to Toledo,
thence through Canada to Portland, from there
to St. John in steamer, and crossed the Bay in
8 sailing vessel got to Windsor. You will per-
ceive be was not alone. The companion of his
flight was kidnapped in New York, where he
bad a wife and two children, He was a Nova-
scotian by birth, married in the States, was first
deafted, but baving been wounded in the head
by & ball, whikh fractured his scull, he was dis-
charged. Having so far recovered as to be able
to attend to his business, from which he was
returning home one evening, when he was
kwocked senseless by a blow on the back of his
bead and cooveyed to New Hampshire, with
scores of others abducted by different modes,—
cbloroform being one of the most common,

Oyrus had been in Boston three weeks; a
young man boarded at the same house who hail-
¢d from St. John, N. B., but no doubt he was
ene of an organized set of villians who infest every

-

cers in the Army, and men if:o hold res[;omible

offices in the State, who are not above kidnapping |-

and selling their victims at $600 or $700 a head.

But to return—this man invited Cyrus to ac-
company ‘him on a visit to a sick ‘aunt, a short
distance off. That evening being Sabbath, and
he, being a blacksmith, had no other time at his
command, Cyrus went, without the least suspicis
on, although he had to give up going, to meeting,
Being a Member of the Baptist Chrch here,
be united with the Baptists in the States when

'he could doso. He, the blacksmith, lead the

way to a house where the inmutes appeared very
kind, They pressed him to take some hop beer;
Cyrus put the glass to his lips and knew nothing
more until he found himself in New Hampshire, in
'prieon with soldier’s coat and pants on, with doz-

vain, some put their heads out of the window
and called for aid, on which the guard shot one
poor fellow through the bead. They burried
them into the cars as soon as possible, as the in.
habitants threatened to rescue the men they had
so cruclly wronged. After the cars got under
way, many jumped oft and were maimed for life
—one young man jumped off near a piece of
woods ‘and ran for his life ; they fired and broke
his leg, yet he hopped on the bther into the
woods. No further notice was taken of him.
The heart grows sick in hearing the details of
cruelty practiced in this unnatural war.

Cyrus wes taken to camp with the rest, and
remained there six wecks before he was able to
eflect his escape. He obtained a jass for bimself
and friend from the Captain for four bours, to
go beyond the lines. They then thiew their
coats and pants away, having a light suit con-
cealed beneath. They travelled by night shap-
ing their course by the stars, and lay concealcd
in the woods by day. They had some bair-
breadth escapes, being often a whole day with-
out food. Cyrus bad 100 by him with his
British protection, of which they bad not robbed
him, and which now was his best carthly
friend, which he shared liberally with his com-
panion in flight. They crossed rivers on rafts
of logs and brush wood, which often sank until
the water was over the top of their boots be-
fore they gained the opposite shore. They at
length arrived at the Ohio Rivers, at Marysville.
Their clothes being torn to shreds they crossed
ofer the river and purchased a suit of clothes
for each, put them on immediately. A Federal

| Officer being in the store, watched them closely.

They knew they were suspected and practiced
the ruse of recrossing the river, and going into
the town of Marysville, wlere there is a guard
and soldiers quartered. Being ‘now dressed in
vitizens clothes they were not suspected. After
dark they crossed over and made their way to the
railroad, from thence as before stated, to Toledo,
and got a through ticket by way of Montreal to
Portland.

And now, Mr. Editor, T would just say in con-
clusion, it is bigh time the British Government
would spesk out, and not allow her subjects
with her protection in their possession, to be
drugged, drafted, knocked on the head, kidnap-
ped, abducted and spirited away afier this man-
ner. If we had a Cromwellin the place of Lord
Lyons, there would not be so many outrages
committed daily on British subjects, winked at
by the American government, and the spoil
shared by officers of both State and Army.

I trust this may be a warning to our young
men. Let them seek employment at home, and
not venture themselves in a country where there
is no safety, and from which the inhabitants are

colonies.

This has grown far beyond what I intended,
and yet I have not given a tithe of the villainy
practiced. Yours truly,

e James W, Stevexs,
Stewiacke, April 2nd, 1864,
I S —

For the Christian Messenger,

DONATION VISITS.

Dear Mgr. EpiToR,

I would wish through the columns of your
valuable paper, to acknowledge the receipt of
an excellent Donation visit, paid to myself and
family, on the afternoon and evening of the 21st,
by my Church and Congregation.

After 'Jnt-
faking of a refreshing tea provided by the ladies,

the ation was presented by Ira Raymond,
Esq., amounting to $31 cash, and $85.10¢. .in
substantial articles, accompanied by an ap

iate address, which was followed like ad.
resses from Revds. W. H. Richan, Wellington
Jackson, and several other brethrenm, together
with excellent Vocal Music, and enabled us to
mo a most agreeable evening. May God reward

their tokens of good will is the prayer of their
4 s A. CoasweLL.

state in the Union. They include doctors, offi-

A

Beaver River, March 28rd, 1864.

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

ens more in the same plight, Expostulation was | -

flying by thousands to our own highly favoured | P°*®

™

pro- | the masses of the people.
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Paradise, March 22rd, 1864,
Mnr. En:won,—-

Allow me to acknowledge through your paper,
the repeated donation visit of a very large fium.
ber of my friends, the sum of $145, was thus
put into my hands, independent of my salary,
I'be feeble expression of thankfulness we were
able to give, was far below the teelings it created,
and that still remain.  The occasicn was made
pleasing and profitzble by a number of address-
es, by the ministering brethren who were present.
May the God of donations soon make us a gracis
ous visit, by the power of redeeming grace and
dying love.

Ever yours,
N. Vibiro.

Provincial Larliament,
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HOUSE OF ASSEMEBLY.
* DALHOUSIE COLLEGE DEBATE.

“We should be very glad to be able to place
before our readers the whole debate in the
House of Assembly, on the Dalhousie College
resolutions, and give the speeches as nearly ver-
batim as possible, that they might be preserved
for future reference ; as the question is yet far
from being settled. But on looking over the
official report, now partially published, we find
that our own summary, as given in previous
istues, contains the gist of them with the omission
of but very few important points. The whole,
too, would be so voluminous, that if copied into
our columns, they would exclude much other im-
portant matter; and further, there would have
to be a repetition of much of what has ahieady
appeared in our pages. We pevertheless be
lieve, that the republication of the speech of the
Hon. Attorney General, may be desired by many
ot our patrons, although we do not endorse the
conclusions to which that honorable gentleman
arrives. The following speech was given atter
those of Mr. Longley, and the Hon. Provincial
Secretary, on Wednesday the 23rd ult, 1—

BPFEECH OF THE HON. ATTORNEY GENERAL.

Hon. Mr. Johnston, after an interval of a few
minutes, during which the cry ot * Question” was
frequent, next addressed the House. He said
he tound himself placed in the most painful po-
sition in which a man could be situated—that
of being compelled to give a vote contrary to all
hisinclinations and all lis feelings and all hisinters
ests. It would be to him one of the most heart.
felt gratifications imaginable if he could be for
a mowent emancipated and-enabled to take the
side of his hon. friend and colleague, (Mr. Long-
ley) and deal with the question as he thought
it ought to be dealt with, He was, however,
compelled by the action of the House at its
last session to oppose the wmotion of his hon.
friend because bhe did not see how it could be
carried without involving consequences of a
most serious nature—consequences that would
lead to great inju ies, not uniy to denomination-
al bodies, but to individuals who were placed in
certain positions on account of the legislation
of last year. He deeply regretted that legisla-
tion, because he felt it placed this country in a
situation wuch to be deplored, for it had launched
the cause of education once more on the trouble-
ed sea of political discussion. He could mnot
forget the scenes that had been presented in the
House years ago when the great struggle was
guing on that agitated the country so long be-
tween the claims of' one unversity to be estab-
lished here, and denominational institutions to
be scattered over the Province, and a:sisted by
its resources.  Neither could he forget the part
which he himselt took in the whole of these-dis-
cussions, nor the eventful issue. That result,
every one knew, was the successful establish-
ment of denominational institutions and the
placing of the higher education of the country
in the hands cf the religious bodies for thepur.
of training the youth of the country at
one and the same time in the elements of religi-
ous and secular knowledge. He was proud 1o
look at the results of the course he had taken in
the past ; he believed nothing had tended more
to the promotion of the best interests of the
country than the establishment of education in
the hands of the several 1eligious persuasions.—
Now those who were particularly interested in
the support of these deneminational institutions

1 felt themselves called upon to oppose the legis

1)ation of last year; they believed that it was
cal¢ulated to do them not only injustice but to
place their institutions in an interior and un-
equal position. He felt that this was a most un-
fortunate sentiment to prevail among a clase of

ople whose intelligence gave them such great
nfluence in moulding the sentiments of the
people.  His hon. friend bad not spoken a single
word too strongly upon the probable results of
this controversy it it should be unbappily contin-
ued.. The men who were at the head of this
inovement, necessarily from their position, ability
and intelligence, must have great weight among
‘he very character
of the question was one, he felt, that never fail-
ed to enlist strongly the sympathies of the people.
When helooked at the petitions, and saw the
nawes they contained he could not help feeling
jhat they were sutscribed by persons who were

kind friends who bave thus cheered ur with‘entitled to every cousideration in the communi-

ty. They were sighed not by men of a single
party, but of various denominations, not by men
of one political party, but i ve of politi-
cal ties and sympathies. Th erefore it was na.

M
tural that he felt that this question was entitled
to the most serious consideration, and that there
was every reason to deplore that such a contres
versy had unhappily grown up. The position
which he occupied, he was couvinced, was one
that precluded him from voting for the passage
of the resolution of his hon. friend. It was to
‘rvponl the act of last session, and to distribute
|the funds in some other mawuer. If that act
[hnd passed ap‘»ropriming these funds for any
other purpose than that for which they were
!ort%many designed — that is, education in 1ts
higher branches—there would be seme reason
lu on which such an appeal should be made to the
| House. It might then be reasonably said that
f these funds were diverted to purpns'ca for which
i they were neverintended, and that the legislatw @
was therefore unjustified nd untehable. But
that ceuld not be said of the legislation of lass
year; for whether wise or unwise, it was directs
ed to the purpose of raising Dalhcusie College
to the position of an educational institution ims
parting its benefits to the youth ol the country
without distirction of sect, He regretted that
a measure so well intended, as that from which
Dalhousie drew its origin, should be productive
of so much trouble up ® the present time. No
oue laboured more earnestly than its founder
 for the purpose of devoting its funds to the best
(interests of the country. He presumed the
| reason that prevented King's College from be.
ling rvnm\'(-(} to Halifax—when the offer alluded
{to by the Provincial Secretary was made—for
‘the purpose ot receiving the benefit of these
funds, was that those who regulated its affairs
 did not sce their way clear to adopt that wiser
'policy which has been more recently adopted,
| with results so entirely beneficial to the prosper
ity of the Institution.
A strange fatality seemed to accompany Dal-
housie from its very commencement. It might
 be recollected thet not many years ago, when it
- was attempted to‘!»lm-o Dathousie College once
more upon a beneficial footing, its portals were
'closed against a  particular Protessor, because
 the religious denomination to which be belonged
(was deemed 1o be inconsistent with the objects
for which the Institution had been originally
'designed.  No wistake could bave been greater
a8 regards the fact, nor as regmids the Scloler-
tious influences that resulted. The attempts
 that had been made subsequently for the purs
'pose of resuscitating Dalhousie College, one
alter the other failed of success, and it remain.
ed a blot and disfigurement in our educational
history which all might well regret. It lay long
‘a dilapidated hull, flung, as it were, on the
ocean scarceiy cared for, or with any one to
| manage it, until the legislation of last year took
‘place. He was bound to say that when the
| proposal was made at the first, he was not ignor-
'ant of the negotiations which took place with
bis hon. friend the Provincial Secretary. He
confessed he adopted the same judgment that
had been come to by his hon. friend—that the
best course that could be taken with a view to
the general interests o! education, was to accept
the proposals, and make one more effort for t
urpose of re-establishing Dalhousie utou )
neficial footing. It never occurred fo him at
the time, that Sm re-establishment of the Jn-
stitution as a Provincial University, if it was
kept free from sectarian influence and govern-
wment, could be an injury to the denomivational
colleges, or would be a just cause of dissension,
It was with great regret that he had seen the
sentiment that had grown up, and he had no
hesitation in saying that could he have imagin-
ed that it would have arisen, he should bhave
felt it his duty 10 have prevented, as far as lay
in his power, the legislation of last year. Me
bad always regretted that the bill did not re-
ceive that consideration at the time of its pass.
age in the House that it ought to have receivs
os. He did not believe the Government ful
filled the obligations that rested upon them to
give the measure that prominence which it re-
quired. It was introduced, little or nothing
was said about it, and it finally passed as oue
of the most insignificant measures. It passed in
fact without his knowledge ; for he had intend-
ed waking some amendments, but when he ens
quired for it, he found that it had actually gone
t‘:rough. Now, if the bill had been called to
the prominent attention of the House, and had
been the subject of cousiderable discussion, the
rol.ability was that the feeling which. now ex-
isted would have been prevented.  He did not,
however, wish it to be understood that would
have opposed the bill. On the contrary, he bes
lie“ the policy would tend to useful resulis,
ardMever imagined it would give rise to the
feelings it had actually criginated. He would
have ﬁe(‘n better satisfied iﬁ the different de-
nominations had takgn hold ofit. His view had
been that every effort should be wmade to
in a chair a Baptist, a Wesleyan, and a Church
of England wan, and so far from his judgment
Lelieving that such a course would injure the var.
ious denominational institutions, he had thought
it would tend to su and strengthen them,
But unbappily a different view was adopted, and
the feeling that all must deplore was the result.
When be acquiesced in the propesition that his
frieuds, the Provincial Secretary, and Mr. Shan-
non and Mr. Ritchie, should go into the Govs
ernment of the Institution, he felt the importance
ol the weight of their character, ability, and po-
sition—he did’nt care it they were in a minor-
ity, for he knew that so powerful a minoriky

.':sprecia!ed the feelings of those who consider
'ed thomselves injured at the course that had
‘been pursued. It was not to be wondered at
| that t institutions which had grown up alfter
' years of difficulty, and with a comparatively
'small amount of Provincial aid—and that

 Obtained after a fierce and protracted struggle—
.should fee! .‘T:"d when they perceive a sin.
gle denowination in this Province, without any

effort hardly upon their own part, taking posses-

‘must make itself felt and respected. He fully.
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