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For the Christian Mossenger.

LETTER FROM REV. A. D,

Hillsborough, N. B., July 25th, 1864.

Dxar EDITOR,

I wish through your widely circulating Mes-
senger to apprise my friends in Nova Scotia, thag
1 am now engaged in endeavouring to liquidate
the debt that has retarded progress in our edu-
eational affairs at Fredericton, New Brunswick.
Some of our people are not so tully alive to the
vast importance of increased science, as many
of those in the sister province, This makes it
harder work for those who have to plead the
elaims of our-institutions. ..

1 consider your province the more highly fa-
voured inasmuch as they are in advance in this
particular, and still increasing interest. Itisa
little over seven years since I became associated
with the educational affairs of Nova Scotia Bap-
tists. The change in that time is quite percep-
tible and altogether encouraging. Acadia Col-
| ege has done for the youth of the provinces
that have attended her halls what thousands of
gold and silver could not have done.

Take fast hold of instruction, let her not go ;
keep her ; for she is thy life. Prov. iv. 13,

A. D. Tuomsox,

P. 8.—I miss from my stationery a small mo.
rocco covered pamphlet or note book, in which I
kept the names and amounts of subscribers, and
what they subscribed to the Seminary at Fred.
ericton. It will be easily known by the above
description. It may have dropt from my breast

ket, or have bT“ over-looked where bslg had

n writing, or sli from my carpet un-

ived while ovel:' aulin; othe’r nr:?o.lu. If it

been found by any s where I have been

.entertained, such persons will render me a great

kindness by transmitting it by mail to “ Rev. L.
E. Bill, St. Joln,"” as soon as poaibleA. iyl

e - e . . ————
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For the Christian Messeager,
LINES FOR THE TIMES,

These are exciting and eventful times;

The world, in all its long and hoary years, |
Has never seen such days as now it sees.

The present age is pregnant with the fruits

Of man's great knowledge and untiring zeal ;
And man bas made himselfl a greater name
Than they of old who dwelt on Shinar's Plain
E'er dreamed of in their wildest revery.

The tower of his fame has pierced the clouds,
And round its sides and summit bright,
His great achievements, blazoned, face the world,
And shine and glitter in the light of time.

But there is something that ‘:rognm not,
And changes not awid the world of change;
While days and years roll by, and empires wane,
And revolutions shake the astonished world,
While man, with his vast learning and his zeal,
Ex the earth, the air, the sea, the clouds,
And grasps the subtile elements, aud wrings
From them the secret of their mighty power,
And on the wings of science mounting up,
Explores the regions of immensity,

Pl.so with the stars as with familiar things,
And almost peers into the world of light,—
The heart, the human heart remains the same ;
Deceit still lurks within its hidden folds,

And envy, pride and malice rankle there

As erst they did six thousand years ago.

The world, with all its n‘)ecioun moral show,
Is hollowhearted and delusive still ;

And men by nature—and by practice—oft
Are selfish as the beasts that roam the field ;
Each loves himself with all his heart and soul
Unmindful of his neighbour and his God.

The everlasting gospel's loudly preached,
And many deem it but an idle tale,
And wany call it truth, and laud it high,
Give ot their means to spread it o'er &o world,
Yet keep and guard the {::rul of their souls,
Lest it thould enter and befriend themselves ;
But few receive it in an hounest heart,

Let's turn our eyes unto a neighboring land,
And see the desolation sin has made,

A wondrous nation, scarce a century old,

Fresh (row the hand of Providence, and strong
In youtbful vigour, and elate with hope,

Is torn asunder like the mighty tree

That's riven with the lightning of the skies.
Who can bat sigh to see in such a land

The altar for human sacrifice !
The victims fall by thousaudy and the ery
Far brotber’s blood. is ringing loud and bigh.

O, Death, thy fields are ripe and fruitful now,--

And thou dost veap them with a nimble hand.
Virginia ! how thy soil driuks in the blood—

The heart grows faint and sickens at the thought,

As host \viﬂ host in deadly conflict meet,

And q{‘ph with, each other to the death,

As if both Earth and Heaven were at stake,

And there are many on that field of blood

Who've sworn “allegiance to the King of Kiags,”

Ye sBidiers of the cross, how came y¢ there

A nobler warfare should be yours, and ye

Bhould wield a stronger and a brighter sword,

A great Commander waits to lead you on,

In whose devoted and all-glorious ranks

The weanest soldier battles for a crown.

Kcnmllc. July, 1864,

L

For the Christian Messenger.-
HAPPINESS, |

Happiness is a treasure which we all seek, but
alas ! fow, very few, find’ Why is it that so few
find it ?° Is it not because thiey search for it in
the wrong path *

Many think that happiness is to be found in
riches. They weordixly barter the best feel-
ings of their natures for pelf; they labour and
toil and deprive themselves of the comforts and
almost of the necessaries of life that they may
hoard up money which they know net how to
use. They forget, while they view with admir
ing gaze the glittering dust for which so many
have shed the last drop of their life's blood, that
there is wealth to which this is in comparison,
but as a drop in the ocean ; that there are jew-
els far richer than ever sparkled on beauty's
brow, or glittered in a monarch's diadem. It is
the wealth of the mind—of the heart. These
are jewels which far exceed the glowing ruby or
the sparkling diamond, as the glorious sun of the
morning outshines the pale stars of midnight.

Some seek for happiness in the path of fame.
They rush into the battle field where amid the
clattering of musketry and the roll of artillery
they perform deeds of valour in order that they
may have their names blown on *“ the trumpet
of Fame,” to the endsof the earth. They may
win laurels but others have won them before
them. They are not eatisfied and consequently
are not happy. ;

Others seek for happiness in the fashionable
world. They spend their time in an endless
round of folly and dissipation. They -drink
deeply of the poisonous bowl and at ladt fill
drunkards' graves. Many of Nature's noble-
men who had once been the pride of their pa-
rents and ornaments to the society to which they
belonged, have thus becomo degraded, despised ,
and abhorred. Happiness is not to be found
ramid the gay and fashionable, They may be
pleased for a moment with a splendid ball or
party, but lasting happiness is not theirs.

It then happiness is not to be found in wealth,
fame, or fashion, whevre shall we find this price-
less pearl ?  Let us visit the lowly cot of the
honest labourer. See him and his * loved ones”
seated round the cheerful fireside. Iappiness
soems written on every countenance. They en-
vy no one and to their fellow-creatures in dis
tress, they render all the assistance in their
power. In that home dwell virtue, industry and
contentment ; and without these accompanimen ts
no,one can enjoy happioess. It is pleasant to
dwell upon a scene like this. We do not look
'upon a brilliant ball-room filled with graceful
forms whose beauty is heightened by every ad.
ventitious aid that luxury caninvent and wealth
proture. We love whatever is beautiful and
bright—Dbut it is a relief sometimes to turn away
from the contemplation of the highest social re-
finement and splendour, and see how comforta-

and no luxuries. From such firesides great and
noble men and women have gone forth into the
world.

Let no one then vainly imagine that happi-
ness is to be found in wealth, fame or in the
transitory pleasures of this world. These are
but as empty dreams, and shadows which vanish
away. :
Mavne WiLLovauny.
Lawrencetown, July 15th, 1864,
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For the Christian Messcnger.
\

CONSTITUTION OF WESTERN
N. S, BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

We received the copy of thy Revised Consti.
tution, &o , of the Western Association, after the
Minutes were finished. We had reserved a page
and the cover for them and waited as long as

possible, without delaying the Central Minutes.
We have thought it best now to insert them in

the Messenger. They may then be preserved by
those who wish, and reprinted next year.

CONSTITUTION,

Artictr 1, This body shall be called the
Western Baptist Association of Nova Scotia.

2. It shall be composed of delegates appoint-
ed by the Churches of which they are membery,
together with delegates from the Corresponding
Associations. Each Church connected with the
Association shall have the privilege of sending
one delegate or more, but no church shall be en-
titled to send more than five in addition to its

8. The objects of the Associatioh shall be, the
collection of statistical and other information
from the churches; the cultivation of mutual
acquaintance and fraternal union; the promo-
tion.. of individual godliness and the spiritual
ity of the churches; and, in the use of

means, the onlargement of the Re-

tu
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Association shall meet annually on the

ble and happy people may be with a fow wants|)

second Saturday in June, at 10 o'clock, A. M.,
at such place as it may appoint, and the services
shall be commenced with public worship. Should
the interests of the body sum to demand it, a
special meeting may be beld at an{ time inter-
vcninf. a requisition therefor being made by
five of the churches through their pastors.

5. The officers of the Association shall be a
Moderator, a Clerk, and a Treasurer, all of
whom shall continue in office until the election
of their successors,

The Moderator shall preside in all the meet-
ings; nominate all committees of not more than
three, unless otherwise provided for; take the
direction of all- the religious services, and call
special meetings pursuant to requisition.

The Clérk shall record all the transactions
and prepare the Minutes for publication.

The Treasurer shall receive all monies and
other property contributed for any of the pur.
poses of the Association and dispose of the same
according to the will of the donors, or, when the
will of donors is not expressed, according to the
votes of the Association. « 4

6. Each church connected with the Associa-
tion shall send annually a letter, containing an
account of its history during the year preceding,
specifying the number added by baptism, by let-
ter, and by restoration ; the number removed b
dismission, by exclusion, and by death ; and the
whole number then in fellowship. If any church
shall neglect, for three successive years, to send
such a letter, it shall be considered as bhaving
withdrawn from the Association, unless two or
wmore members shall request its continuance, and
shall engage to enquire into its standing and re-
port at the next meeting of the Association.

7. The Association may receive any church
which shall apply tor admission by sending a let-
ter and delegates, and shall give satistactory evi-
dence as to its faith and order.

8. The Assocviatiun shall not, in any case, in-
terfere with the internal concerns of the church-
es, but it may dissolve its connection with any
church which, after proper examination, shall be
judged by the Assoeiation to have departed es-
sentially from the Baptist faith and practice.

9. The religious sentiments of this Association
are those expressed in the “ Declaration of faith
and practice of the Baptist churches in Nova
Scotia.”

10. This Constitution may be altered or amend-
ed by a vote of two-thirds of the number present
at any annual meeting.

i
4

RULES OF ORDER.

Ruie 1st. At cach annual meeting the Letters
from the churches shall be at once handed in,
from which the clerk shall immediately make out
a list of Delegates.

2nd. After religious worship the officers shall

be chosen. The choice of the Moderator shall
be made by ballot.

8rd. At every sitting business shall be open-
ed and concluded with prayer.

4th. Brethren invited to a seat with us, may
speak on all subjects untler consideration but

vote on none.
Sth: No subject shall be discussed without a

motion thereon being first made and seconded.
6th. Every speaker shall address the chair and
no person shall speak oftener than twice on the
s me subject, unless b‘ permission of the body.
7th. When a church is received into the As-
sociation the Moderator shall give to one of its
delegates the hand ot fellowship. >
Sth. At the commencement ot each session
the Minutes of the last one shall be read and

corrected, and of the last before the final ad-
journment.

9th. All resolutions shall be presented in
writing.

10th. Motions made and lost shall not be re-
corded unless so ordered at the time.

11th. No delegate shall be allowed to leave
the Association before the business is finished,
without Peruuiuiou of the body.

12th. These rules shall be inuinctly read from
the chair at the opening of the Scasion. »

— e - —

For the Christian Messenger,
OUR FOREIGN MISSION.

MEessrs. EDITORS.

It is known to wmany of your readers, that it
was my delightful privilege to introduce to the
Eastern Baptist Association Rev. Joseph F,
Kempton, an esteemed Brother disposed to labor
as our Missionary in Burmab ; and that the pro-
posal was unanimously approved by that body,
and its adoption strongly recommended to the
Foreign Missionary Board and the Convention.

Oun the 19th inst,, Bro, Kempton met with the
Board, and was ofdially and unanimously re-
ceived as our Foreign Missionary subject to the
approval of the Convention, and the favorable
decision of medical advisers, In the mean time
he is engaged in collecting funds among our
Churches in Queen'’s County.

A letter has come to my hand this day from
Rev. A. R. R. Crawley, dated April 26th. Re-
ferripg to a statement formerly made by me, he
says, “ 1 am deeply disappointed to observe, from
what you say, that there is some doubt about
Brother Kempton's coming. But I hope he has,
before this, fully decided that duty calls him to
Burmah. 1 am watching the proceedings of
your-Board with the deepest interest.” Bro. C.
subsequently remarks, * If Bro. Kempton . . .
is coming, 1 entreat him to hasten his de-
parture.”

This is known to be accordant with the ar-

N
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dent desires of our intended Missionary. It is
evidently desirable that there shoul 1 be no avoid-
able delay in this matter.

All who are in any measure acquainted with
the subject must be aware, that a large outlay is
indispensable at the commencement of sach an
undertaking; and a considerable sum - will be
required annually to sustain a Mission family,
and to retain the services of our native preach-
ers, which are highly requisite ; as also to sup-
port our very useful Mission School.

As the Convention will undoubtedly concur
in this measure, it is obviously incumbent on all
our Ministers, Deacons, Churches, and individual
members in these three Provinces, to take hold
of this matter in good earnest at once, and to do
all in their power toward furnishing the needful
fund immediately.

Yours in gospel bonds,
; C. Turrkr, Secrelary.
Aylesford, July 22nd, 1864,

S s

For the Christlan Messenger.

Extracts from Associational

Letters.

MR. Eprron,

At the meeting of the Central Association at
Chester, a committee was appointed to prepare
for your columns extracts from the letters of the
churches, read at that Association. Considera.
ble delay has taken place on transmitting to the
committee, so appointed, the letters. This is the
cause of your not receiving sooner the extracts
I now submit.

Respectfully,
On behalf of the Committee.
A. H. Muxso.

»

GraNviLLe Strexr Crurou, HAaurax.—
Rev. Dr. Pryor, Pastor, * Though as a chureh
and people we have manifold cause for
thankfulness to the great head ot the church for
tokens ot his favor, yet we are unable to report
%0 great numerical accessions as we have some-
times heretofore been able todo.  Wo are grate-
ful for the spiritual prosperity wherewith we
have been blessed, yot we lpok and pray for
greater fruits of grace among us.”

It also reports an increase of congregation
and renewed christian activity and liberality
developed in the church; also that several of
the male members having been engaged in la-
boring in the county. The Bible classes and
Sabbath School are in a satislactory state.

Urrer Aviesrorpd.—Pastor, Rev. James Lo
Read, “ We can report no large addition to
our numbers as we have had the pleasure of do-
ing on previous occasions. Yet God's people
are living in the exercise of christian duty and
are apparently advancing in the path ot holiness.
Evidently their labors have a beneficial influence
in increasing piety and restrainng prevalent evik
Sincere prayer is offered for growing spirituality

and enlarged usefulness since unblemished purity
is the desired standard ot christian excellence,
Three weekly prayer meetings are regulary
maintaived in the church and two Sabbath
Schools numbering about 100 scholars.

Nowru Barrist Cuurcx, Harirax.—Pas
tor, Rev. A. I Munro, “ Our list of church
members has begn again examined and the dis
cipline of the church faithfully maintained.
Members being absent and ovar whom the
church has ceased to exercise control we have
removed from the list and such as walk disorder-
ly ‘we have dealt with according to the rules laid
down im the gospel.”

20d Hammoxps Prains, (colored). —Pastor,
Rev. R. R. Philp,~Thankfully acknowledges
renewing influences and speaks gratefully of the
missionary labor bestowed upon it in addition to
the labor of the pastor. Also refers to and solicite
aid in Lehalf of efforts to build a new place of
worship. :

GaspereAUx Cuvunon.—Pastor, E. O. Read,
“ We caonot report such large additions as
in some former years, but still we think some
progress has been made. All the ordinances of
(God's house have been kept up, and no doubt
have tended to increase the faith, enlarge the
desires, and strengthen the hope of the people
of God.”

3rd HortoN Cuuncu.—Pastor, Rev. 8. Be
Kempton, *“ In jpresenting some report of
ourselves since the meeting of our association
last year, we feel pleasure in being able to state
that our prospects are encouraging as well as
that the year has not been spent without a mea-
sure of success. During the winter we observed
the request ol the Evangelical Alliance and
held the first week of the new year as A Week f
Prayer. The mectings proved #o interesting in

our section of the churéh that by unanimous




