140
Aonths’ epartment,

BIBLE ' LESSONS!
Sunday, May 8th, 1864,

Coxoxny: or R«wlc\\uf the past two months' sub-

ofte and losrons,

Sunday, May 16th, 1864,

Read=Luxe |, 87=80: Birth of John the Baptist, 1

Samurn Xi: Samuel's address to the people,

Recste=1'sarm xxxi. 10214,

WILLIE'S FAITH,
A TRUK KTORY,

Willie V. was the only son of his parents —

When very young his mother began to teach

hiw about God and heaven, and his mind seem. |
ed 10 drink.in all the sweet things she told hiw,

just as the flowers receive into their bosome the
drops ol dew that give them strength and beauty.
Belore he was three years old he weuld often
wit goaing into the sky and would say ¢

* Willie's watching for the holy angels, and
waiting to hear them sing ™

The {osson that his mother endeavored to im-
pross wost deeply upon his yourg heart was that
of saih in God. Faith in him tor all things
wha'sovever, and that for Jesus' sake he would
bestote upon him all necessary good
+ When he was tour years old a terrible shadow
settled down upon him, and by the time Willie
war seven, their home and gvery thing was taken
from them, and they were thrown upon the
charity of friends,  Soon Willie's clothes and
boots began to wear out, but his mother was too

¢ to purchase new ones. On one occasion
t:¢~:~|\:x' to ber, saying:

“ Mother, can't | bave some new boots ¥ My |

toes are ali out of these,
I am #0 cold '.'

A tear filled his mother's eye, when she
answered

« Soen, Willie, 1 hope to give them to you."

He waited patiently several days, until one
morning as o stood at the window watching the
boys jiay with their sleds, he sobbed :

“Ou! mother, it is too hard! Can's | gut
some boots anywhere ¥

“ Yeu, Withe, you can”

“1eun?' be cagerly exclaimed. - * Where ¥
Where ¥ Toll me quick "

“ Do you not know, wmy son ¥" replied his moth:
er. “Think now."

Wilie stood for a moment, as if in deep
thought, then with a smile looked up into his
mother's lace, and said :

“Oh, | know! God will give them to me, of
course. Why dida't 1 think of that belore ¥
Fll go right off and ask him."

He walked out ot the parlor into his mother's
reom, “he quictly (ollowing him, and standing
concealed irow his view; she saw him kneel
down, and covering his face with his hands, he
prayed

w0 God! father drinke; mother has no
meney § my feet get cold and wet. 1 want some
boots.  Please send a pair, for Jesus' suke, A-
men,"”

This was all,  He often ropeated his pitiful
little petition, and the best of all was, tw e

ectedd an anwwer 1o his prayer,

The snow gets in, and

“ They il come, mother I ke would often say, |

encouragingly § “ they'll vome when God gots
ready.

Within a week, a lady who dearly loved the
the chid, came to take him out walking, e
hesitated for a fow moments, but soon determine
ed to go, and they started off. At length the
Jady noticed his stockings peeping out at the
tovs of his boots, when she exclaimed

“ Why, Willie, look at your feet ! They will
frecee. W hy didn’t you put on a better pair ¥

“ These are all 1 have, wa'am,."

“ All you have ! But why don's you have a
mew pair ¥ she inguired.

“ 1 will, just as soon as God sends them,” he
eonfidently replied.

Tears filled the lady's eyes, and with a quiv.
ering lip, sl led him into a shoe store, near by,
saying t * There, child, select any pair you
ploase.” The boot
more happy, thankful boy never lived,

On his return, he walked to the center of the

room whero his mother was sitting, and pulling

R

MARY'S PRAYER,

Tittle Mary's mother had occasion to correct
her the other nights Mary was angry; and
when she said her prayers, instead of asking
God to Wless papa and mamma, as she was wont
to do, she .m.s. “ (od bless papa and don't bless
mamma,” ~

Her mother took no notice, and Mary jumped
into bed without her goodsnight kiss.  Hy-and-
by she began to breathe hard, and at length she
whisp ered, % Mamma, are you going to live a
great while ?" - .

w1 don't know,"” was the answer,

* Do you think you shall ¥

“ 1 cannot tell”

“ Do many mothers die and leave their ehild-
ren ¥

“ A great many."

“ Mamma,” said Mary, with trembling voice,
“ 1 am going to say another prayer i and, clasp-
ing her little hands, she evied, ** God bless pa.
pa, and the dearest, best mamma any little girl
‘ever had in the world,”

That's the way, children, If you knew your
mothers were going die very shortly, you could
not be hall kind enough to them. But do you
know thag be they long or short lived, there lies
before volf, written so L»llinly that he who runs
may read—* Honor thy father and thy moth-
el . '

Remember that every wrong committed
against & loving pavent will, when they shall
| have ‘m-wd from earih, bite like & serpent and

sting like an adder,

R e o —

JOHN €, ONCKEN,

John Cotman, of London, was a respectable
Lmechanic and deacon ol Congregational chureh,
' Both be and his wife were eminent for simple
pie y, fervent devotion, and quiet, untiving seal,
hey bad very small talents, but much religion.
In thoir family boarded a young man, also a
wechanie, of foreign birth, but pursuing his call-
ing in London, Lle knew notLin of religion,
'but was aminble and obliging, and greatly de-
voted to pleasure as the source of his happiness,
For some time after he began to live with
them, when the Hible, morning and ovening, was
laid on the table, indicative of fami'y worshi
it was a signal for his leaving the room ; but ats
ter a short time, influenced by the amiable spirit
and manners of the worthy John Cotwman and
his wile, he occasionally stayed to observe this
solemnity,  Oue evening, bo came hdme to dress,
that he might visit a place of anwsement |
when the good deacon said=—
¢! tlunt you had better go with me, and en-
joy pleasure greater than that which you are go-
ing to,
! Where are you<going ** was the inquiry of
the young wan.
“To the prayerameeting at our church,” re-
plied the deacon,
“ A prayer-meoting, what is that ¥"
“ Why, wo meet to sing hymnk read the
Sdriptures, and ask God to folcu us.”
The young u an hesitated,
“ You had much better go,” said the ,good
old lady, iv her usual kind tone.
“ 8o I will,” was the reply.
He went, and in tha: meeting o » me dozen
persons, held in the vestry of the Congregation.
al church, Maizo Hill, Gree wich, did God open
and scften his heart, and excited foclings which
led him to the Saviour of sinners for pardon,—
Thus you sve Oncken was m‘YuNd 0 bucome
the distinguised servant of God,

- - e——

SEEK RICHES,

Reader, 1 should ke you to be very vich,
Perhaps you would like it yourself. Hut the
' riches you “want are probably not the riches
which 1 mean. 1 should like you to be rich
i geace, vich in faith, and nch in heavenly
trewsure,  Ohy seck these rickes,

| am very sorry for those who have nothin
but gold and silver and bank-notes and land,
and no grace.  They are rot truly vich, 1 feel
deeply for those who have no better portion
than this world can give them, and no place in
that kingdom that cannot be removed, In real.

s were soon selected, and | ity they are very poor. Their treasures only

last for & few years. They die and carry no-
thing with them beyond the grave, They rise
again iwra world where money is of no use, and

his pants up until you could see his fat knees | all who die withont grace w II' be paupers for

above the tops, he said.”
“ Look, mother !

Gtﬂ to buy them for me."

od

said + * Jesus, | thank you very much for my

boots. Please make me o good bo)‘. and take

care of mother, Awen.”

God bas sent my boots!
Mrs. Gray's money bought thew, but God heard | day.
we ask for them, and 1 suppose he told Mrs.

wiv Lo stood with an earnest, solemn light
in his cye, as though he were receiving a new
bapticm of faith from heaven, then guietly add-

ever.  Oh, they arg very poor!

Take advice of & minister of Christ this very
Seek durable riches, a treasure that can:
not be taken from z’éu. & ity which hath last
ing foundat ons.  Give yoursell' to Lord Jesus
Christ, and seek that incorruptible crown he is
ready to bestow, - Take his yoke upon you,
and learn of him. Comwe away from a world
which will never really satisfy you, and frow

“ We must always remember how near God is | sin which will bite like a sorpent at last.  Come
to us,” and kneoling st his mother's feet, he

to the Lord Jesus as a lowiy sinner, and he
| will receive you, pardon you, give you his re.
newing Spirit, ll you with peace, This shall
give y~u more real comfort than the world has

Willie Iy now fourteen yeors of age, and is a | over tone, There is a gulfin your beart which

consistent member of the church of Cheist. In
he trusts his Saviour, and overy de-

all thin

nothing but the peace of Christ can fill. Euter
in and share our privileges. Come with us and

sire of his heart he carries divectly to God, and | sit down by our side,

patiently waita the answer, and it always comes.

w Sunday-School Werid, ~ =
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CROSNEN,
1f dov hunml never lonely,

u .mw w wdm‘%!‘b;‘

th
Aty Tight e glkd, but not tn

wxu«lu- the we bear,
B &t w10 TRy TR
16 binde us to oar ......8."& Thee.

Reader, of {ou want riches, I offer vou the
riches of Christ—a free, full, immediate supply
of wealth,  Oh, do not Jet the offer be nmn in
vain, CoMk AXD bE miou~J, €. Ryle

B |
Let all seen enjoyments Jead you to the un.
seen fountain from whence they flow,
rest upon any you have, w you see
God in it; and then be sure you rest not upon

D e o
cets ment w .
ly be gone, h’uﬂL founiain will nndu?

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.-
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Agriculture, efe,

Fisn voR Suexp At a recent meeting of
the Maine Board of Agriculture, Dr. Weston
called attention to the subject of teeding shevp
on fish, He stated
yreedily eat fish pomice or the resduum of her
rings after the oil is pressed out, and that
smoked alewives and frost-fish are relished by
cattle'  On the seaboard where large quanti ies
ol fish pomace are used for manure, flocks of
turkeys £ ed upon it and get far, but a fishy
taste is imparted to their flesh,  Undonbtedly
this food will abundantly furnish the elements
for meat ; caretul and observing farmers who
have fod it, assert that it is of equal value

vwitb good hay, ton for ton,

Raming Carnves A friend who has great
success in raising calves on skimned wilk and
“ corn pudding,” says the Genesee Farmer,
adopts the following method 1 He never luts the
call’ suck the vow, but teaches it to drink out of
a pail.. When the valf is three or four days
old, he takes about a teacupfull of corn menl
and pours a pint of hot water over it, stirs it
up and lets it scald fir a fow minutes, He
then pours on three or four quarts of skimmed
milk, or as much as tle calf will dvink, In the

the stove, When red hot he. stirs the wilk
with it,  This “scorching the milk” he con.
siders of the greatest iwmportance when calvps
are fed on skimmed milk, It prevents it from
scouring the ocaives,  As the call’ grows older
he incroases the quantity of corn wmeal
skimmed milk-at first is only twolve  hours from

may be allowed to stand twenty-four to thirty-
six hours before it is skimmed,

Paixt —Experiments have indicated  that
paint on surfrces exposed to the sun will be
much wmore durable it applied in  sutumn or
spring than it put on during hot weather, In
cool weather it dries slowly, lorms a hard,

lossy coat, tough, like glass; while it applied
in waro weathor, the oil strikes into the wood,
leaving the paint sodry that it is rapidly beaten
ofl by rains,

INDIAN Brean.—The following is a very

|

good recipe for, making Indian bread: One
pint of buttermilk ; one ‘do, of Indian meal

jone do. of coarse flour ; one cup of molases:

one teaspoonful saleratus.  Add a little binger,
i you wish, Mix well together th se ingredi
ents=put into a two-quart basin—then set it in
a steamer and steam three hours.  See that the
water does not srop boiling, and aveid lifting the
the cover to * peep in”  When through steam.
ing, set it in the oven for ten or fiftern wine
utes, 0 as to form a sort of ornst. Try this,
and we know you'll pronounce it good,

Eight thousand school houses have been erect.
ed in Russia since the emancipation of the serls
tovk place. o '

A DParis surgeon bas made a’ new tongue to
replace one lost by cancer. The wman whe
uses it talks, tastes, and swallows, perfectly,

.

A Spanish’ merino buck lamb sold in Ver
mont lust ‘week for $1200,

I‘lu ' S\ahbath School:

THE RIGHT MEN FOR SUPER-
INTENDENTS,

BY REV, U, W, ANADLE,

There is no human weans, of which I am a.
ware, on w!ich the efficiency of'a Sunday school
more depends, than on having a suitable person
for Superintendent.  15ig may not strictly be
stated as an axiom, that the diflerence between
Sunday schools is the diflerence between the

Nover | »

men who are placed at the head of them; at
least, it may be said, that a school which strug-
ﬂ‘,“ into prosperity in spite of a feeble leader
ship, does so under difliculiy for which it is fair
to presume that Divine Providence is not alto-
gether responsible.

But to have ** the right man in the right place,”
desirable as it confessedly s, is scarcely more
difficult than to have the right man fer the right
place. I snch persons cuullid be tound, or made,
a8 easily as they can be desribed, your essayist
might bave chosen another theme, and spared
himself the penalty of dropping his lighted
watch in & magazine of powder,

But we live in this world, if we live aright, to
loarn ; and he is but a sorry scholar who aspirves
to no\hh*‘hl.lm than what he finds within his
reach. The Sunday school is an established in.
stitution, growing more and more important
every yvar in its iufluence on Christiau charae
ter and culture; and the aim of the ehurch
should be to approximate it as nearly to a per
fect standard, as its inherent limitations will ad.
mit. Though we way not be able to remedy- all
the flaws in the machinery, it is not to be
denied that there is some advantage in kuow.
ing what and where they are, and especially in
kuuplng.u eye to the balance-wheel | since on
the right adjustment of this deponds the effect.
ive action of the motive power. KEven
uggestions which are bad in t Ives, are
..ﬁﬁ.mm..xyunm. Inquity and
reflection—these are the springs, trom
e o T

e ure o o
which e bold so dear.

at sheep, swine and fowls, §

meantime he has had a picce ofiron heating in |

The |

wilking, bt when the ealf Is older the milk cerintendents are chosen annually to preside ovey
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It would be A'n l;m\anit\g «hag}:r in hé]iator’ N

of Sunday schools, to sketeh the experienve of
"some of them in regard to their Superintendents,
There are Sunday schools where the oflice is un.
ceremoniously Kicked  about, like a foot-ball,
from one ineligible brother to another, until
nearly all have vaken it with about ,the-same
race that they took the measels ; until, at last,
W literally goes a-beggmg, Al the .deacons.
have had i, and been siek of it, in turn. Al
the leading members have taken a hand at it.—
And, finally, when no inveterate office-seeker
can b found of sullicient ambition to undertake
to Al ity it de offered, as a last resort, to the pastor;
who, poor man! not feeling at liberty to de-
ciine, any more than any other eamel to kneel
for an additionad burden, enters on his duties,
knowing himself to be the most incompetent of
all his predecessors,

That the best man for the position in the
chureh, should be at the head of the Sunday
school is of so obvious propriety, that one: won-
ders that any inducements should ever lead 1o a
departure from this rule.  All such considers-
tions as woalth, culture, sacial standing and in.
fluence, or ofivial position in the ehurch, should
be utterly disregarded in chaosing a Superintend.-
ent, The only question to be considered is,
Who is the fittest person for the post ?  And,
singularly enough, it not untrequently happens
that the very man whom nobody thinks of, is
‘the wman whom nature has stamped with the
roval prerogative to be a sucoessful Suaday
~school Superintendent,
| Treating, tor a moment,the sahject negatively,
1 would say, in the first piace, the joet that a
‘man already Aoids the office, is no qualification
for filking it. 1 fear that it the wath were told
at all times faichiully, as 1 propose te tell w to-
‘day, it would be howestly eontessod, that Sup-

many of our Sunday schools, who can present
no higher claim to the position, than the fact
that they were elected last year and the vear
‘before.  And this is often done, confussedly, for
fear of offending the scnsitiveness of a Christ.
Llan brother, or for want of energy to wmake a
'change in the management of the school.  There
18 here committed a double shame @ first, that &
Christian man should allow his selt-love to blind
him to his weakpess ; and, ngain, the still great-
or shame, that a body of Christian men can be
found, who have not moral courage enough
to say the CAUSE i* more important than any
persopal considerations.  But what makes this
state of thimgs still Jess excusable, is, that the
evil, ordinarily, W susceptible of easy cure—
Like almost every other difficulty that is met in
a spirit of firmness and love, the obstacles duwsap-
r-nr as wo approach them with resolution, -
‘ew men are wodded to their responsibilities
that they cannot be reasoned or persunded into
parting with thew ; and seldom does the case
arise when a little judicious wanagement will
not secure the wished for end.  Changes shonid
not be sought for light and 'rivial reasons, but
when better and more capable men are obvious-
ly available, every dictate of sound expediency
points ta the fact, that the standing incumbent
(if T may use the phrase) should be judiciowsly
removed,

Nor does seho’astic education qualify » man for
the oltice of Superintendent.  Dosivable As it is
that any one who occupies a position of promi-
nence, should be a person of liberal culiure, yer
the fact is guite as prominent, that the Schools
of Learning have wo chair for instruction in the
tractios of Sunday school management and dis.
cipline. Indedd, the tendency of high mental
culture, for the wose part, i®1o put men ot of

all persons who occupy, without filling, the powt
ol Superinteadent, and v‘i-l the very life blood
i young, waim, hopeful hoarts, & procise, pol-
ished, soncitively w‘n\'nh-cl wan, with ne allow.
ance for the faults and loibles of childhood,
the last that should be clLosen. His effeet in
the Sunday school on the children, is about the
same as that of a walking icicle, or speaking
dictionary. ,

Neither does abiliry to talt make a good So-
pvl‘in!mu‘em. I there is one pons assinorura
over which the mauagers of certain Susday
schools find it more difliculs to crose tham any
other, it is this singularly mistaken notion thas
a successful Superintendent must be a wan of
words. The most successiul Superintendent |
over knew, who Lad in com discipline and
order the largest Sunday school in the United
States, if not in the world, was a man who never
pretended to make & spevch, And jn t
times, when professional speech-makers abou
in almost every village, such a qualification is
unnecessary ; for he is but a poor manager who
cannot secure as many as he wants for the in-
vitation. Yet, it thore is & wan in the church
who has the Silk of story-telling, or who can
muke the children laugh, it will take a special
providence to turn the election agaiust him ; and
il happily no such person is available, the chances
Are ton to one that the next choiee will fall
upon some eloquent brother, who, from bis gifts
in the conforence meeting, raises hopeful augur.
ivs of success in talking to children. But what
is the result of this insane idea that the
school can bu driven by the motive power of
tongue ?  Experience answors the question with
a sort of comical lugubriousness of tone, These
funny story-tellors somehow will exhaust their
stock, and these capital sy eech-makers will grow
tedious and dry ; ‘the puwp refuses to work be.
cause there is no water in the well, and the
boiler bursts because the supply has rum low ;
and the hopes of the school, which went up so
recently like a rovket, come down, in & wonder-
flly hors periad of time, like & stick.

or i @ good disciplinaria . nmurlxi;pd
Superintendent. Cch’&‘i?n will be uure c‘l.l."
‘boys. n reguire a r‘ll
:Mn This. s - ularly true of
v

are githered from promisceons

.h‘ n

sympathy with the ignorance of childhood, Of
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