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sources, many of whom are without the restrain-

ing influences of howe culture, But while we
apeept-this statement qs & fact; we- claim-that
there is amropen queéstion of choice between dit-
ferent systems of government, A Sunday school
i not & mwiiitory camip of instruction, where the
soldiers obey orders under «penalty of a drum-
head courtmartial,  The peculiarity of the Sun-
day schaol is, that there are no physical means
of enforcing disvipline, Hence a man who may
be vapital at preserving order in a day-school,
or at perfecting a regiment “in drill, finds: him-
selt utterly at fault in dealing with the Sunday
school, Here is a diflerent system of relations
eutirely. A man's epaulets cougnand but little
respect,  Vain is bis power, vain bis severity.
The more he disciplines, the more the children
persist in disliking him, and the more the school
dwindles down under his hands,

What, then, ave the proper qualifications of a
Superintendent ¥ Awde Irom sincere and  de.
voted piety, which is an indispensable c{uali&n-
tion, undertying every other, 1 would place first
and foremost, @ loce Jor children. 1 care not
what may be ouve's other recommendaticns, if
he have not this, he is totally disqualified ; and
no temptation should seduce him to be a candi-
date, or entice the school into putting him at ite
head. The experiment, it tried, will just as
surely end in tailure, as there is certain cons
nection between cause and effect.  And this
ought o be understood distinetly at the outset,
No vharitable bopes that he will * do," no de
lusive ¢ xpectations that other admirable quali-
ties will counterbalance this, should be in-

tact | tact!” System is good ; but tact is better
than system § for it is that, and-something more.
Zeal is good ; but it needs tact to guide and con-
trol it.  Patience is good ; but without tict, it
will wear itself to death, like a galley-slave in
a tread-mill. Talent, culture, education,~all
these are good ; but infinitely better when tact
is superadded. Nor is piety itself; though of
the deepest character, a'sufficient offset to the
want ot this grand, practical qualification. It
is needed in all the Superintendent’s relations
with the school,—with the teachers more, por-
hape, than with the scholars.

And over and alove all this, a Superinten-
dent of a Sunday school in these times should be
a man of enferprise. However well the slow
coaches of a former age may have answered the
requirements of the publie, the people now-a.
da)s demand locomotives and stcamboats. The
man who persists in driving his ox-team, wust
either get out of the way, or be run over. The
spirit of progress, of experiment and improve-
ment is a ; and it has entered the Sunday
school. It wili not do to stand fast in the old
ruts. Competition has developed enterprise,
and enterpise invention, and invention has in-
troduced new systems, many of which are farin
advance of the old. It will not do to reject
these blazing lights of experience, and say that
the twilight walks of our fathers were better
ways. Systematie visitation, children's meet-
ings, speuial attention 1o singing hy mns specially
adapted to ¢hildren, melodeons, organs, comfort-
able and inviting accommodations, new and im-
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dulged in,  The delvet is vadical, tatal, ineurs
able. The man cannot help it: it was borh in
him { and unless bu feels conscious that he can
simulate the appearanee of aflection, so as to
decvive the keen instinets of childhood, he had
better decline to hecept the oflice. Just so
sure as ho undertakes ity he will find a wall ot
separation graduaily rising between bhim and
the children, which will shut them out ol sym-
pathy with vach other, and cause the little ones,
at least, 1o lose their interest in the school.

Nor aill any amount of conscientiousness on
his par. make up for this deficiency. e may
be as punctual as the clock, as ftaithtul as a
walch-log, as regular in his discharge ol duty
as the horse that treads the whim round ; bhut,
without love tor children, bo might as well, tor
purposes of inspiring interest or enthusiasm, be
an automaton.

The man who would have a rous Sun-
day school must come down out of the desk,
and mingle emong the children,  He must have
a heart which kindles at the sight gf them,—
which warws at theie approach,—which takes a.
kindly and affectionate interest in their affairs.
What is the great bond of attachment to the
Sunday school ¥  ls it sense of duty ? Is it
filial obedience ¥  These are motives which ae-
tuate comparatively few, and are not to be look-
ed tor outside of Christian parentage. But
with the masses,—ihose for whom the Sunda
school was specially instituted,—what is it ¥ If
they ar:*nm drawn by the cords of ifterest and
aflection, it will be in vain that we seek to draw
them. | would impress this subject, thereiore,
deeply, if possiblp, upon your wminds. Nor is
the remedy diflicult to be applied,  Natural love
of children, with suthicient intelligence for the
post, are to be found in almost every church.
And with this great qualification, all other de-
feots may be remedivd, or counterbalanced by
eflectuan cooperation in the corps of teachers ;
but this wanting, all other natural endowments
are ol little avail,

It is. pot te be forgotten that the teachers have
their own more limited circle of influence, in
whioh they may do wmwoh to counteraet deficien-
cies at the head § buat, after all, the Superintend.
ent is the controlling genius, and a radical de-
fect in him will develop into withered blossoma
and unsound truit throughout the school.

The next prime qualification of a Superin-
tendent, is tect.  Thisfalso, is with some a na-
swiral gitt,—=with all, cultivabie, like the other,—
but in many totally wanting. It partakes some-
what of the nature of an instinet.  As the word
in e root indicates, it is that by which ¢ man
fee's, vather thau reasons out, the fitness of
things,~—a nice purveption, partly intuitive and
partly acquired, ol the proper course to be pur-
sued under al ciccuwstdnces that may arise.
Children probably require more tact in  mana-
ging than apy other class of beings. In the first
place, their conscience is but lmperfectly devel-
opgd’s and, then, agais, they are but partially
capable ! reasoning, or being reasoned with ;
and in addition to this, they are lacking in that
soundness of judgment, which maturity and ex-
perience only ean give, which would enable
them to appreciate what is really for their
Suppose, lor instance, you want to intorest them,
and to awaken in them a feeling of enthusiasm
for their studies and the school,~~something of
what the French call esprit dw corps. Your
plodding, methodical, matter-ol-fact Superin-
tendent may talk 1o them by the hour, expatia-
ting on all the duties, and
er igtereats involved in the case; he may lay
down plan upon plan, every one of which he
demonstrates like & ;»&oxoltm in Euclid. And
what is the result ¥ ¢ children yawn in his
face, and the big bays scrape their feet u
the floor. But the man of tact comes in, and
without saying a word, perhaps, he feels around
among the little ones ; he feels their wants and
difficulties, and the derangements in‘the system
of the school ; and he goes quietly feeling owt
the remedy ; aud the firet tﬁq you know, all
eyes are snappiug with brightnes ; dull faces
begin to beam with interest; and the
run telling every where what a nice Sunday
school they have If 1 ‘had a woive that

igations, and high- |

pon | has-an average attendance of from 1800 to 2000

proved systems of instruction; and of gaining
interest and attention,~—all these are modern
ideas, but they wonderfully belp a Sunday school
to succeed.  Aund the way is yet open in the fu-
ture for vast and beneficent improvement,
Children, ajart from parental preference, will
go Just where the groatest inducements and at-
tractions are oﬂvr«ﬁ them. Such are being offer-
ed on every hand.  The question is, how are we
to meet them ¥ I answer, by a spirit of 2nter-
prise, greater, it possible, than exhibited any
where else in the community. The motto, Lais-
sez foire, is 1o notto for the Sunday school.
Progress should be the watch-word. Numbers,
it is true, should not be the end of one's ambi.
tign ; but the Superintendent, hike the preacher,
should spread his net wide, that he may catch
all, in hopes to rave rome.  His is but an imper
feetly deveioped aim, who does not seek to have
his school as Lrg- as it can be made.

There is one other qualification of a Sunda
sthool Superiutendent, which 1 mention wit
relnctance, but which, since I bave liberty to
speak, and speaking, must discharge my consci-
ence, 1 feel in dut ud to name. A Superin.
tendent of a Sunday school should be @ man of
liberality, 1 venly believe that more schools are
crippled and dwarfed through the extreme fru.
gality of those who manage them, than from
alwost any other cause. If Sunday sehools ever
adopt a hturgy, and your speaker had the mak
ing of the prayers, he would certainly put in
this =+ Good Lord, deliver us from Superin-
tendents who are afraid to spend a dollar”
The Sunday school cause, like every other, must
have money to carry it on. Enterprise always
costs an outlay. Every Sunday school has its
wants, which are pressing and urgent in their
calls for the “ filthy lucre,” And there are just
two ways of weeting them, One is, by stoically
ignoring them dlz:hor. and so taking your
place among the ils ; and the other is, by
vesponding in & spirit of generous liberality.
And in this the Saperintendent should take the
lead, by drawing on his own priviate purse, and
by using his tact in devising ways and means ;
wnd the teachers and church should nobly second
him. The Sdnday school is the last thing, next
to the church, that should be sutlered to languish
for want of material aid. But if there is any
thing tl at rasps and grates, and, like a continual
dropping, wears away the very foundation stones
of a Sunday schocl, it w a perpetual dinning
and dunning for money from the scholars. You
must pat oil, my friends, upon this wheel, if you
want the maclinery to work well.

There are many things, of course, which 1
might have said, which {-ho limits of my Essay
forbid me to mention. 1 hive spoken freely,
because, us a stranger, | could speak without
su:picion of personal allusion, having reference
only to r'mnl princ 1f T bave spoken
broadly, it has been in the confidence that vy
spurs were struck into a generous steed, that
would show its mettle by quickeniug its pace
And if the suggestions which have been offered
shall bave the effect «f inducing any Superio-
tendent, or any school, to aspire to a higher
standard of usefulness, or to more eminent suc-
vess ; and, above all, if by pointing out defects
they shall lead to carnest endeavor at amend-
ment, tw\« of your Essayist will be fully
accomplished. .

One fact, however, deserves to be mentioned
in conclusion. The lurgest, the most successtul,
'and in all respests the best conducted school
“with which 1 aw acquainted, stands surrounded
by vacant lots ; and when it had an average at-
tendance of 1400 scholars, there were scarcely
‘& doxen of them who lived within a quarter of
‘& wile, and almost all of them came {rom three
and tour and six times that distance, Now it

'scholars. The secrot of its success is, LOVE
' FOR OHILDREN, TACT, ENTERPRISE AND LIBER-
 ALITY in the Superintendent, Yet the Su&cr-
inténdent has not done it all by his own unaided
efforts. But these qualities have attracted
around him 3 corps of faithful and efficent al-
lies whose shioulders have been placed with his
burden, and whose hearty codpe-
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could reav the world, and comwand
such attention as the old Greek

say to Supetintendents every w
cherishing a love for children,

| orator, | would '
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CHAPTER 111,

CONVERSION, AND ENTRANCE ON THE
MINISTRY. b

(No. 16.)

I attended the Baptist Association, which then
included Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
was held if Cornwallis, commencing on the 24th
day of June, 18156. The late justly esteemed
James Munro, who bhad recently commenced
preaching, delivered a discourse in reference to
our Home Mission, from Mark xvi. 15. Ex-
cepting Brother Obadiah Newcomb, who resided
at that time in New Brunswick, but removed. to
the United States soon after, no other man had
entered the ministry in connexion with the Bap-
tisty in these Provinces for a number of years

irg to £80, was taken up for the Mission.
Brethren Joseph Crandall and James Munro
were sent into the Eastern parts of the Province,
by the Missionary Society, which had been com-
wenced at the Association in Chester in the pre-
ceding year.

At the time now spoken of the number of our
Ministers in both Provinces was small, I thigk
not exceeding twenty, and the destitution in
many parts of each Province was great.  When
the subject was discussed, and statements were
made relative to the need of laborers in the
Lord’s vineyhrd, I lelt a strong desire to aid in
communicating the glad wdings of salvation to
the destitute. | was lmost ready to say, « Here
am I; send me.” But considering mysell as
being merely a child in age, less than twenty
one years old, and * anovice,” that is, a young.
convert, and by no means qualified to engage in
a work so important, so responsible, and so diffi-
cult, and not teeling assured that the Lord called
me to it, I did not venture to make such a pro-
posal. )

A discourse delivered by Rev. Enoch Hunting,
a delegate who accompavied Rev. Isaac Case
from the State of Maine, interested me greaily,
It was founded on Titus i 2. “ In hope of eter
val life, which God, that can not lie, promised
before the world began.” He very clearly de-
picted the nature and effects of a real Christian’s
hope. It subscquently appearved that a man of
considerable intelligence who was present, be-
came convinced that his hope was in himeelf,
was led to renounce it, and undoubtedly was
brought to obtain a * good hope through grace.”

The Letters trom the Churches evineed a low
state of religion in them during the past year.
After remarking in my Diary, that the nuwber
of members appeared to bave diminished, rather
than increased, 1 added, “ This depressed my
spirits. Have we not reason to pray, * Thy
kingdom cowe,’” and not only so, but to exert
our utmost efforts for its advancement ?"

Rev. Edmund J. Reis, who was originally
from France, a prisover taken in war, subse-
quently converted, and had labored considerably
in these Provinces to good accgptance, on this
his Jast visit from the States attended our Asso-
ciation, and preached. In private conversation
I stated to him, that my mind was exercised with
reference to preaching the gospel. Undoubted-
ly deeming it needful for me to count the cost,
that I might not afterwards become disheartened,
and abandon the undertaking, he remarked, that
if called to that work, I might expect to meet
with many trials. This, which accorded with
the notice given beforchand to Paul, (Acts ix.
16.) and which had alrcady been antivipated by
we, did not tend to discourage me, or deter me
from entering on the work of the Christian
ministry.

The Circular Letter, which was on the religi-

| ous trawning of childven, prepared by Rev.

Joseph Dimock-—a very amiable, judicious, and
useful Minister—strongly recommended the use
of a Catechism. The following extract, (which
has been copied by ‘Menno,’ C. M. 1861, p. 83,) »
well worthy of attentive regard. * The Baptist
Catechism, we think, contains a brief summary
‘of the Christian religion, calculated 10 be an ex-
cellent help to parents and guardians in the in-
structing of children. We do not wish by this
to supersede the Scriptures, which are a perfect
rule of faith and obedience, but by it to lead to
a greater veneration for the Scriptures. A child
of common capacity way soon commit it to
wemorf. Many leisure hours might be appro-
priated to this work ; but any one who would

wake proficiency, in this work, must attend to it

before. A liberal contribution, nearly amount- ~
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& stated times, and pursue it conscientiously.
f'hat part of the Lord's day which is not taken
'p in publie, family, or secret worship ; mighs '

¢ taken wp in imparting religious instruction to i
ur children . We would not wish for
my one to be confined to a set form, or stinted
uethod of instructing ; but to make such re-
marks, explanations, and enlargements as may

seem proper.” ’

. In accordance with these views, which were,
‘%o far as I am aware, agopted by the Association
‘without a dissenting voice, it was resolved,
“ That the Baptist Catechism should be procured,
. and recommended to the Churches in the“con-
¢ nection, to be.used by their members in the edu-
wcation of their childien.”

The want, however, of a definite arrangemens

sfor procuring, and distributing copies of the
¢ Catechirin, appears to have prevented the car
wying of this judicious resolution into effect
-among our people in general. Undoubtediy it
was regarded practically by some. I, for one,
reely expended several dollars in the purchase
f copies, which I gave to children. In some
‘ases, where opportunity was aflorded, I person-
My taught these child:en the Catechism. Indis
iduals so instructed had evidently a much bet-
er acquaintance with the principles of the
Jbristian religion, than had those in general
vho had not received such catechetical ine
truction. :

The descendan's of Jonadab, the son of Re-
‘hab, are strongly commended for their observ-
nes of an injunction which bhe gave them hun-
Ireds of years before. (Jer. xxxv. 6-10, 13,
i4,18,1%) On the most mature consideration
f the subject, I do not hesitate to express my

'full persuasicn, that the general adoption and
practice of the wholesome advice given by Fa-
ther Dimock—regarded by all who knew him
as a prudent and excellent counseller—eundorsed
by our other justly venerated Fathers, will, if

| lollowed up with perseverance, meet the Divine

approval, and be highly beneficial to our rising
_generation, and to generations yet unborn.
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For the Christian Messcuger.
ALAS, FOR OUR COUNTRY!
| Dear Editor,~

When the. present Government came into
| power, their constituents entertained great es-
| pectations from the a: dent pledges given by the
candidates generally of the western portion of the
Province, especially, the question of the Inter-
'volonial Railway, an incalculable boon to the
Province, the prospects of which were just bright-
eniing into reality, was by our sage Legislatore,
not only given up, but a law passed to abrogate
the statute; thus, as far as their power extended,
forever to deprive the country of so invaluable &
privilege, and which we might forever have en-
Joyed.* Instead of which, they bave concocted an
Act to tap Pictoun with a Rail Road, to the
great injustice of the Western Countiess And
what is most extraordinary the greatest part of
the Western members allowed themselves to he
inveigled into the wily snare, so artfully and suc-
epsslully laid for their capture. What speci-
ous equivalent could have been offered for so
great a sacrifice, we cannot divine ; the infatua-
tion however was ro great that the effects prode-
ced upon ‘one of the Hon. members of the
North riding of Kings, was that he became quite
jubilant and uttered a speech under the excite-
ment produced, partaking somewhat of the spiris
of inspiration. If the reported debates are 1cliable,
after tapping Pictou and thereby uniting it to the
metropolis, he would, in order, tap each of the
principal places of the Provioce. It is however
to be feared that belore the latter part of the pre-
dietion comes to pass, the heads of the people
of the present geno ation may become cold.
41t seems we have an oveflowing Treasury,
What shall we do with it 7 Discharge it in the
vacuum of the P. chaos ? There will always be
room enough for any surplus. What care we
|about roads aund bridges? Let each County
make their own. Perhaps it may not be neces
sary to reduce the salaries as contemplated, asthe
revenue way be considered to be quite suffici-
ent without, notwithstanding the solemn en-
gagemen's prior to the election. The mistified
| school Bill, we ignorant folks cannot properly
' comprebend or decipher. - A broad margin be-
ing reserved for litigation and dispute. The law-
yers know how it may be solved, and their io-
terests are identical with Both sides of politice.
And those beautitully polished and learned
men from Pictou ! Cannot some of them be pur-
suaded to transport themseclves upon their de-

. ————— 1 —

ol g‘Art‘ 1862 mnon{teodnby the
ive Couneil. The Act rela ing to the Intercolon-

Rallway, therefore, stands as it did last year.—
Ep. O M,
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