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. 1o taanslate and parse accurately two books

- on earth and good-will to men” is a fitting
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THE CHRISTIAN

For the Chrlsiun'Meosenger.
Acadia College. '

Dear Drother,—. ;

Our winter Rhetorical Exhibition took
place in the Baptist Meeting House on Tues.
‘day evexing last. Though the day had been
stormy, and the snow-drifts interposed some
difficulties, the audiepce was numerous.
The mceting was opened by the President, of-
ter which Protessor Jones, under whom the
Sophomore Class had studied Rhetoric during
the Term, introduced the speakers. The fol-
lowing was the order of the exercises ;—
Prayer by Rev. 8. W, DeBlois, A. M.

Music,
The Bema,cecececossccee W..E. Parker, Cornwallis.
Theories,cccvcccccces Wallace Graham, Antigonish,
The Crusades;ceceesece. Lewis F. Shatoper, Canning.
Music.
Decided Action,vee... Burpe Beckwith, Cornwallis.
Waterloo,sseceoes cocee Wilbert D. Dimock, Truro
Music.
Compensation,....,...T. F. L. Parsons, Liverpool.
Gonieg, cccocececccess J. W. Manning, Bridgewuter.

Musie.
Address, by T. H. Rand Esq., Supenntendant of
Education.
The National Anthem.
Beneuiction, Rev. Jumes Purker.

them, How much of selfishness is banished

by the kindly cxpression of affection, and the

pleasure felt in the imparting of pleasure to
others at this season, Frem the

veriiles, up to the brie! but substantial banish-
ment of want from the poverty stricken ; and
the cheer afforded to the pauper and prisoner,
a better feeling is brought out ; and christianity
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cea;itoua. The intrinsic value of the gifts is ‘tpiro' expectation and hope, and kindle
but a small part of the good produced by

. pleasant
littge fiction of Banta Claus amongst the ju-
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the zeal and love of ¢hiistians, and we shal

doubtless have soon to. tell of gracicus
manifestations of the Divine presence and
blessing,

the misunderstanding on

lMondny evebing of Jast week, mentioned in

in an indirect way sheds its beams on our our last, a requisition was made, and a meet-

sin-stiiken world. A more generous dispo-

(ing called, by His Worship the Mayor, for

sition is given to all the members of the Friday evening, for thore who were opposed
househokd—by an observance.of these ameni- to the Confederation Scheme presented by
ties. Iven thedomestic animals are thought | the Delegates.

of with more of kindness by the little tolks| - Accordingly a large assemblage of

oh these occasions,

gentle-
men met in Temperance Hall at 7 o’clock on

Where such kindly greetings flow from the | that evening filliog all the seats and quite a
christian heart they rise into a desire not only number standing in the passages. The Mayor

to-banish want from the hearth and cupboard ' in a few brief remarks informed t.he mcetin
of the poor, but, scek to make the occasion one | that a programme bhad been Pl“ffl in bis bands
good | containing the names of certain genilemen

of communicating the higher spiritual

from which alone true * peace on earth” can|Who were prepared to speak ; and, it the time

flow,

A conviction that Heaven bas * good allowed afierwards, the proceedings would be
will to men,” and, that this must ultimately

regulated by the rules commouly obseived at

ided of i ioy | public meetings.
Mr.Saffery presided at the Melodeon, ol be exienided ** to all pecple,’” is a spring of joy | p gs

was aided by a very eflicient Choir.,

The exercises of the evening proved entire-
ly satislactory, I believe, to ail present,

I take this opportunity to state that the
business of the next Term will commence on
Monday, Jan. 9. Young men who are desi-
rous of attending Partial Courses may then
join Classes in Logie, Political Econcmy, or
Moral Philosophy.

For the intormation of Teachers of Gram-
mar Schools and. County Academies, who
may be called upon to prepare young persons
for College, I transcribe the foilowing passage
from our * Catalogue :"—

* Candidates for matriculation will be ex-
amined in Arithmetic, Eoglish Grammar,
Geograpby,: English, Gregian, and Roman/
History ; and in Algebra, as contained in the
first six books of Davies' Bourdon—or an
equivalent, :

* They must be thoroughly acquainted with
the Latin acd Greek Grammars, and be able

of Caesar, two books of the KEneid ot Virgil,
two Orations of Cieero, and two books of
Xenophon's Anabasis.”
Yours traly,

J. M. Crawp,

- Dec. 23, 1864.

“For the Christian Messenger.

Acadia College, and Nova Scotia !l

Baptist Education Society.

The Meetings whick were to have been held
on Tuesday last were pdétponed, on account
of *he storm. The Governors of the College
und the members of the Education Society,
and of its Kxecutive Committee, are reques-
test to meet on Fr day next, the 30th, inst.,
in the Library of the College, at eleven o'
clock, a. m,

S. W, DeBrois,
A. 8, Huxr, '

Secretaries.
Dec. 23. 2964,

Chushan Ftessenger.

 HALIFAX, DECEMBER 28, 1804,

L e i

SEASONABLE GREETINGS

are the order of the day during this week ;|
and we wou'd gladly exiend our hand to each
one of our readers apd tender to them our
best wishes and the compliments of the sea-

son, hoping that nothing may interfere with
Jts being to them a time full of joy and plea-
kure,

/ Christmas day falling on the first day of the !

/ week has probably intérleired somewliut with |

the social observances of that occasion. We!
hope however that the
amusement, Whilst we renounce all regard |
for Christmas as’the real anniversary of our|
Lord’s nativity, it being pretty well known |
that that event tock place in one of the sum. |
mer wonths, and that the season of wmerr
making observed by our heathen ancestors
was adopted by the church of Rome as a fitt-
ing foast to celebrate the coming of Christ
ioto the world ; we would not indulge in any
carping eeasitiveness on that point ; but, mak-
ing the best use of the customary outflow of
geverous sentiment and feeling, would eall to
mind the glorious event which was ushered in
by “he maltitude of the heavenly host”
more then eighteen eenturies and a half gince.
The great gilt then made known of  peace

|

patiern to induce & mutusl exchange of

presents, and a free disposal of this world's

goods to the young, the poor, and the pe- |

% 2 - 3 k: 3 4
L >
g g T

G y fos sy "‘el 7 et Hi 2 ’ ;
mt’;ﬂ kS BBk RS

which will banish the sorrows. arisi
from rickness, voverty, sin, and death,

Christmas and a Happy New Year,

WEEK OF PRAYER.

Two or three wecks since we published the
propesal of the Evangelical Alliance, to hold

the

A Committee
composed of persons belonging to several
different religious denominations in Halitax,

united special religious services, during
first week of the coming year,

have for several years past made arrange-

ments for meetings during each day of the
first week, in the several churches of the

city. v
Again a similar arrangement has ‘ been

made for next week—the first of the year,
1865,~to hold religious services morning

and evening, in six different places ot worship,
as follows :—

We repeat the list of subjeéts for the con-

venience of our readers who may wish to
refer to them,

i For the Lord’s Day “the Ageney of the
1

oly Spiritin the present Dispensation,” is
suggested as a suitable subject of contempla-

tion.
On Monday, Jan. 2nd, the meetings to be held

in Brunswick Street Church, at 94 a m., and 7}

p- m. Subject: Thanksgiving for blessings up-
on Iudividuals, Nations and Churches ; together
with Conlession of Sins.

On Tuesdav, 3rd, in Granville Street Church,
at 94 am., and 7§ p.m: Pastors, teachers,
e angelists, and missionaries.

On Wednesday, 4th, in Chalmers’ Church, at
9} a.m, and 7§ p. m: The children of Clris-
tian parents, congregations and schools.

On Tharsday, 5th, in the Tabernacle, at 94
a.m., and 7§ p. m: Sabbath schools, and ail
actively engaged in Christian Work.

On Friday, 6th, in Poplar Grove Church, at
93 a. m,and 7§ p. m : The abolition of slavery
aud cessation of war.

On Saturday, 7th, in St. Matthew’s Church,
at 94 a. m., and three p. m: The Christian
Chburch ; For increased holiness, activity, and
barmony among its several sections.

And on Lord’s Day, Jan. 8th:
unity of the Church.

All who may desire to do so may not
be able to embrace ail these oppartunities of
Special Prayer and Christian union, baut
doubtless a large pumber ot the various de-
nominations represcnted in them, as well as
others,, will attend most of the meetings.
We doubt not much of goéd will be realized
by those who may be thus privilegad. But

The visible

| we beg leave to suggest that personal enjoy-

ment is not the only, or indeed the principal

result to be sought by these religious exer-

All the agencies of the Church of
week will be none the | Christ, have for their great sim and end, the'

less a season of home erjoyment and rational | same as that for whica Christ bimself came
into the world—that sinners may be saved, and

Whilst
may eoter into these ar-
rangements, and rejoice in the general recog-

y-| mition of the various agencies noticed in the
programme as parts of church work, for which
prayer may be offerred, we think it the in.
creased interest in them should cease there,
the meetings will prove to have been a

cises,

the world subdued

to his reign,
therefore ehristians

failare.

It should be borne in mind that prayer is

not offered to be heard and forgotten by us
as soon as it has been uttered. What sort of
petition, presented to an earthly sovereign
would be thus treated? Each individual
church should look through every month of
the year for a fulfilment of the prayers offer-
ed during the coming week: The rule given

by the Master for receiving answers to prayer, |

ie,—* According to your faith,” Let this in-

here

If the
occasion is made available by our readers to

convey this to but one desolate heart it will
have been to them indeed a right Merry

A, M. Uniacke, Esq., went fully into the
question—1Is the scheme now proposed bet-
ter for the people than the system of govern-
ment which. we at present enjoy ? Iuv dis-
cussing this he referred to various express-
ions of opivion by those who had been pro-
minent politicians in this and the neighbour-
ing provinces respecting a Federaul Union,
He characterized the present plan as founded
in disunion, seeing that before the change could
be effected a separation of Upper and Lower
Canada must take place. He called on the
Delegates 10 explain why the Legislative
Union, for which the Conference at Charlotte-
town was called to consider, was given up,
He denounced the delegation as untaithful—
seeing that some of their rumber bad di-
vulged the results of the Qucbec conference,
whereas others of them s#id that no publicity
should be given to the proceedings until the
Imperial Goverment bad replied to the pro-
posals. The increase of duties which must
follow this combination shewed that Nova Sco-
tia is to be taxed toa largersum, while Canada
is to bave her teriff diminished. He con-
cluded by demanding that the question should
be submitted to the pcople at the Polls before
any farther step is taken for consummating the
Union.

W. J. Stairs, Esq., next epoke on the fi
nancial aspects of the question, disputingmany
of the figures given by the delegates as to the
expense of the scheme, and the amount of
ftaxation it would entail on the people of the
province. Instead of the taxation being §3.
per head, his calculations shewed that it
would be over §4. Mr. 8. argued that the
pz2ople of this provinec would have to pay much
more largely than a similar number of Cana-
diave. The time at his cisposal was insuffici-
ent to allow him 10 make use of more than 2
very small part of the facts and figures in Lis
baod, and he closed by urgently pressing oo
the meeting the necessity for an appeal to the

le.

Alfred Jones, Esq., took up the questions
of the responsibilities and disadvantages
which would arise from adopting the pro-
posals prepared by the Conference. He
stated that in his opinion the amount named
by the Delegates would be insufficient for our
local demands and that direct taxation would
have to be resorted to for supplying the

<| dcficiency,

Patrick Power, Eeq.. belicved that the
most dizastrous consequences would arise fron
the proposed union. We now have a ccrtain-
ty and should be very unwise it we gave it
up lor an unccrtainty, He caused scme
amuscment by his allusions to the persons
compoeing the delegation—two lawyers and
a doctor—perhaps it was because they were
more able to talk than commercial men or
tarmers. Some people he said have a tongue
ard no brains, whilst others have the brains
snd no tongue, He was not able to talk
fluently, but this being an extraordinary oc-
casion he felc it bis daty to depart trom his
usual course and come and speak his mind on
this subject. e believed that if the Confe-
deration were formed, United States y_would
repeal the Reciprocity Treat§, which was now
a great boon to this province apd great injury

would be the result, &

W. Miller, Esq., M. P, P,, arose to speak
but was met with a perfect storm of
hisses—probably on aceount of bhis threat at
the preyious meeting—~until the Mayor asked
the audience to give him a fair hearing, On
his again rising he was listened to very atten.
tively, andl rpoke at some coneiderable length,
He expatiated on the greatness and import-
ance of the subject now under consideration.
He glanced over the peculiar circumstances
under which Union of the Provinces was in.
a:suntod. It was to accommodate Cavada
and belp her out of her troubles, and the per-
| sons by whom it ‘'Was introduced to the- pannin

o
j big
-

of the province—the leaders of the two par-
ties in the Assembly and Council, and thoughs
it required much ability to stand against the
formidable parties, who had agreed to place it
before the public. Hé combatted the idea ex-
pressed by Hon. Mr, McCully, that Nova Sco-
tia would bave a full share of representution in
the Legielation, He said that in the case of
Scotland and Ireland uniting with” Ergland,
rcferred to by the Delegates at the previous
weeting, it was not in either case by their
free consent, but coercion and bribery had
been used for the purpose of bringing them
to comtine, He had nc confidence in the
parties to this union. He was not opposed
to a Union, it it could be a fair and equitable
one. He believed that representation ty pop-
ulation in the Federation was unfair, und in
tke future alterations of representation, great
injustice” would be done to these provinees.

| The advantages of our situation should com-

mand for us mere than a similar extent of
territory, oran equal number of people inany
other part of the proposed Confederation.
The proposal to provide naval and militar

defence, he conceived was made without due
consideration of what it involved. The ex.

perse of cven gun-boats on the Jakes in-

Canada, would be beyond any sum we could
provide for ruch service. He explained how
the Funded Debts of the Provinces bud late-
ly been subjected to depression and then a
riec. The time at which the interest was
payable, bad wmore to do with that than the
lederation scheme, The only proper tribunal
for such a question was the polls, and he de-
manded an appeal to the people,

W. Annand E<q., M. P, P, spoke on the

various objects sovght to be effeeted by
Union, and argued thut they wight all be ob-
tained without such an additional burden as
as confederation would impose, A unilorm
currency might be arranged in balt-an-hour
by men capable of dealing with such matters,
Free trade might also be accomplished by
mutual consultation. As to the Imperial Des-
patch which had that day been received. [t
was well known that the sentiments it con-
tained were such as might be expected frcm
the home government. It has long been the
practise for the British Government to con.
cede what is asked to her colonies and of
course, coming with an offer to assume a lar
amount of the means of defence there would
be nothing but appFoval expressed.

The meeting was brought to a close about
4 past 11 at night,

His Worship iutormed the audience that a
requisition had been presented 1o him to call
another meeting at which there might be free
discussion on both sides. He had therefore
appointed next Friday eveving for this pur-

pose 10 which time the meetivg would stund
adjourned.

One of our contemporaries, lagt week, pub-
lished a letter from & Subseriber, with which
be bad received four dollars for the year
1865.—twice the amouut of Subseription,
An act of rare generosity! We do not ex-
pect such things, but if payment is made
promptly according to our publis'ied teiws,
we ure well satisfied. A good proportion of
our fricuds are always up to time, with their
paymeuts., If this wepe the case with all we
thould be saved a vast deal of trouble and.
anxiety, and consider ourselves amongst the
most favored of mortals. The amount of
braio-work, material and manus! (ubor, em-
ployed to furnish the reading matier of a
family Newspaper for filty-two weeks, is, we
believe, greater than that supplied for the
same suwm by other profession or branch
ot industrial :gnpatiou. Quite a numler of
our friends, in difierent paris of the provinee,
occasionally give us expressions of kind con-
sideration and interest in our labors, for which
we teuder our best thanks. The following
from a winistering brother a week or two
since, may serve as a specimen: He says :—
“ L intend to try for kome more names for
the next year for the Messenger, Qur pas-
tors shouid do-thore thun they do, 1 hope
they succeed better than I do.” Bro, 8. tells
we that he would rather puy 80 shillings a
year than be without the Messenger, 1 wish
there were more like him.”

NEWS SUMMARY.

By the latest accounts from Europe,
learn that the capital of the new kingdom of
Italy is shortly to'be transferred trom Turin,
a city in the most northern part of the Italian
Penineula, and the seat ot the former kingdom
of Savoy and Piedmont, to Florence, a large
and central city, the capitsl, belgre the revo-
lution, of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. The
change has been effected by the vote of a
large wajority in the Italian Partiament. Flo-
rerce has been renowned for several centuries
as one of the chief centres’ of art and learn-

ing, and io this respect ravks next to Rome.

Rame hoawmouaer for prone sae dhe oo vy




