412
‘Atonth’s Department.

e NN N N N v‘t'\ O W W e W S e e

BIBLE LESSONS.
Sunday, January lst, 1860.

Read—Lvxe xii. 1-12: Christ teaches the particu.
lar providence of God. 1 SamueL xxix.: The
Jjealousy of the lords of the Philistines,

Recite=—DIsaLM i.

Sunday, January 8th, 1865,

Read—LuUxE xii. 13-40: The over-ruling Providence
of God. 1 SaMreL xXxx. 1-25: David's victory
the Amalekites.

Recite« Lvxe xii, 4-9.

CHRISTMAS-EVE,

"Tis Christmas-eve ! the tireless ¢lock is tolling
the hours away,

And my household all are sleeping, dreaming of
Christmas-day.

My countless varying duties are finish'd one by
ove,

Still, there's always something left—my work is
never done ;

So 1 sit down by the cradle, my little one to
rock,

And while I sing a lullaby, 1 kuit for him a
sock.

['ve filled some little stockings with candy and
with toys,

And hung them by the chimney-place, 19 please
my dailing boys.

There sleeping sweetly in their cribs, I've tuck.
ed the clothes in tight, '

I've heard them say their evening prayer; and
kiss'd them both 200d-night.

I know, that ere the da)light shall through the
curtain peep,

Their Merry Christmas wishes will wake me
from wy sleep.

I've many, many. thoughts to-night, and they are
sad to we :

Two stockings only bang, this year, where three
were wont to be: .

The tears are falling thickly as 1.think of the
day

When flaid that little stocking fcrevermore a-
WaYy ; ;

For the happy one that Lung it there but one
short year ago

In vonder graveyard quietly sleepeth "neath the
snow.

How many little stockings, that on last Christ-
mas-day

Were fill'd by darling little ones, have since been
put away ! ‘

How many smiling faces, that to our nursery
door

Came wishing “ Merry Chlristmas,” will come
again no more !

Their waxen bands are folded upon each quiet
breast, :

And the Shepherd God bhas gather'd those little
lambs to rest.

How many pleasant visions, and, oh what sad
ones 100,

With each succeeding Christmas-eve come vivid-

ly to view !

I see ugain my childbood’s home, and gvery
loved one's face ;

The scockings banging, as of yore, around the
chimney-place,

@ From the wee red of baby's to grandpa’s sock
of gray,— '

Each in its own accustom’d place, not even one
away,

But the pleasant vision passes, and one of dark-
er shade ;

Reveals how many changes each Christmas-eve
bas made :

For those whese sockings hung there so closely
side by side,

In bappy days of childhood, are scatter'd far
and wide !

A few still linger here to gee this Christmas-eve

But manw many more to-night within the
churchiyrd lie

The baby's

with y€ars :

Where will bis tiny footsteps wander in future
vears ?

Perhaps this innccent will live to see, as 1 have
done,

The Christmas-eves of childhood steal onward
one by one ;

But, whether a life of sorrow, or whether a life
¢l joy,

1 feel that I can trust with God my much-loved
baby Loy.

The ¢lock has struck the Lhour of twelve !
put the sock away.

And by the baby's cradle 1 now kneel down to
pray—

To ask that Jloving Saviour who on Christmas
morn was given

To save our souls from sin and death, and fit us
all for Heaven,

That He would guide our footsteps, and fill us
with his love,

That we may sing together a Christmas | ymn
above.

I've

There are nearly 110,000 words now in the
English language, originally belonging to, bor.
rowed and imported, Of these not more than
10,000 are in ordinary use.

N

THE LITTLE BOY’S INQUIRY.
‘ WHAT‘ »xs HEAVEN ?

Oh ! whas is heaven ? 1 want to know,
And what is passing there ;

Do gentie rivers brightly flow,
And flowers perfume the air ?

| Yes, ﬂ\e;g are flowers which never fade,
AngAtronps that vever dry ;

; A%I‘ there is hgown no evening shade,

2° dim the glowous skyt —~

Oh ! what is heaven ? I, want to know ;
Are children playing’there ?

And do they thirst arid hunger now,
And need a parent’s care ?

No. never do they hunger there,
Nor precious moments waste;

Bur, beauteous as the angels, are
With Christ’ own image graced.

Oh ! What is heaven ? I waut to know
It the field flowers bloom on high,

And in meadows green, like those Lelow,
Do bird and insects fly ¥

I cannot t€ll, my dearest boy,
It aught like these there Le ;

But every ore is full ot joy,
And loveliest vights they see.

But where is heaven? Oh!is it far
Above the ground | tread ?

Or is it fixed o yonder star,
Whose beaws shine mildly red ?

No : "tis the Saviour’s smiline face
1 hat makes the heaven above ;

Ard. would we reach that happy place,
We liere His name must love

"Tis in His word that we are told
Ot bliss beyoud the sky,

And to gain a crown of gold,
All glorious, when we die.

Dear Jesus, may I now be Thine,
And have my sins forgiven ;

Along with saints and angels shine
With Thee—tfor that is heaven.

JEWELS TROM THE LIPS,

Grace bad been wishing all the afternoon to
ask her mother something: but several friends
had spent the Sabbath with the family, and her
mother was so much occupied that she bad to
wait until bedtime. Her mother was accustom-
ed, afier genlly arranging the pillows and mak-
ing everything pleasant for the night’s rest of
her little girl, to sit a few moments at the bed-
side, and bave their * little talk,” as Grace
called it,

The longed-for opportunity - came -at- last.
“ Now, mamma, I want you 1o tell me if you
ever saw a little girl that had jewels dropping
Jrom her lips when she spoke? 1 know there is
a fairy story about ir, and you have told me
lairy stories are not true; but to-day, in the
Sabbath-school, Mr Ellis said he had seen more
than one little girl and boy who had something
worth more than jewels, that dropped from their
lips when they spoke. - lle said he had heard
them fall. How could it be, manma? Mr.
Ellis would not tell a lie; and Le said if we
didn’t find out . about these jewels belore next
Sabbath, be would tell us them!

“ You bave been a good litle daughter this
afterncon,” gaid her nother, * and 1 shall be
glad to answer you. A jewe! is always some-
thing very preciouvs, but the word does not al.
ways mean that which iy to be worn as a part
of the dress. 1 might call you my *jewel,” be-
cause vou are my darling cluld. Bot Mr. Ellis

of children. So have 1.”

“ Why. mamuma !” -

“ Yes, | have indeed. One day last week |
was passing the park, and I heard a company
ol schoo! boys on the other side shouting across,
“*Ragged Dick, hallo! Ragged Dick, how's
vour father?" Two boys were just belore me,
and 1 know the shouts were meant for cue of

them. They were good little Willie Fernald,

 and Richard Lane, 1agged enough to be sure,
ock is finish'd—"tis sprinkled-o'er | poor boy. Ilis father is a drunkard. K As 1

went by them I neticed that tears were falling
from Richard’s eyes, but jewels were dropping
frem Willie's lips”

Grace opened her eyes wide, and looked won-
yderingly at her mother.
| * These were the jewels : * Never mind, Dick,
| / love yeu. Don’t-you care about theuns, nor
' mind what they say. We shall have a pleasant
| time up at my bouse. We can play in the
| yard ; and then I've gct a prew book that fath-
er gave me, full of pictures, and we can look it
over together,’ and 1 noticed that B wiped
the tears away and was comjorted

“ Yesterday, as | was goi:'}!hrougb the hall,
near a certain nursery door, 1 heard a little
girl talking very pleasantly to ber baby brother,
who had begun to cry. lknow he was quite
uneasy, for his mother bad been out some time
but his sister was so gentle, and her words a
voice fo sweet and free from all anger, that be
soon became quiet again.
fall from bher lips.”

Grace’s cheeks were glowing, and her eyes
glistened, for that little patient givl was herself.
Mr. Ellis’s strange remut was explaived. Kind
words were the jewels. As ler mother bent
over to kiss ber, she said, “ I bope such jewels
will fall from your lips every day, dear little

Grace. Jesus will always belp you to speak
thus if you ask him,”

He beard the jewels |

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Chicago—the City of great expec-
_ tations.

In 1830 there was no Chicago. ,Where now
stands the fourth city of the Umon, there stood,

wooden shanties! The first: person who was
born on these streets has not passed the meri-
dian of life. Where now, in 1864, there rurges
the tumult of the fleople in the fierce drive ot
commerce, trade, science, art ‘and enterprise
less than forty years ago an utter silence reigned

Save that from yonder ivy-mantled oak,

The moping owl did to the moon complain

Of such as, wandering near the secret bower,

Molest her ancient solitary reign.

An old Indian chief, in-his ) ecch to the Sun-
day school the other day, said he saw Chicago
betore there was ‘anything to see of Chicago,
and when it was composed of a group ot tem-
perary Indian huts.

In 1837—only seven and twenty years ago—

sand, aud its income from taxes less than six
thousand dollars. To.day its popuiation is hard
upon 200,000. and its present income from taxes
18 about on> million, while the valuation of its
property is ngarly fifty millions ! Let us take
breath !

Again ; the city thatin 1830 was not, in 1864
casts a vote excecding that of any city of the
United States with only three exceptions—New-
York, Brooklyn, Philadelphia! And when we
bear in mind that Brooklyn 1s in no sense an
independent city, being simply the elegant su-
burban chapel and dormitory of Gotham, and
that no person is so well versed in geography
as to set out for Philadelphia withour consuliing
the guide-Look, we are ready for the slightly
astounding intelligence that the capital of the
Nortliwest is virtuaily, and to all commercial
intents and purposes, the sxcond city of the
Union ! Let vstake breath ! e

A\gain i the city, the number of whose years
on the: earth is scarcely more than the num-
ber of your fingers and toes, now takes a fore-
most part in the world’s drama of commerce !
The city that stands now, where a. score and
fourteen years ago, stood the bear and panther
unmolested, 1s the first grain market of the
world ! The city what was vnborn iu. 1830, in
1864 leads 1he cities of the whole earth's sur-
face in lumber, in breadstGlls, and in pork !
Let us take breath again !

The city that bad vot reached the map when
the chief cities ot the West were large, and old,
and thriity, bas now reached the grand pre-
eminence of the Western capital. Chicago
halves it with Cincinnati in the resources ot
Ohio, bas more of the trade of Indiana than
lndiarapolis, more of the trade of Michigan
than Detroii, more of the trade of Wisconsin
than Milwaukee, more of the trade of Kentucky
thap Louisville, and more of the trade of Mis-
souri than St. Louis, and carries Illinois in one
vest pocket, and the two commonwealthg ot Jowa
and Minnesota in the other. She is at the
bead ol lake navigation, is the gateway of the
great Northwest, mistress of the commerce of
Mississippi Valley, the head, hands aund beart,
the bowels and brains of the ever widening do-
minion of the sceptre of the West,

And so you will own, I think, that there is no
page .of trutbful bistory, aucient or modern,
whicli*lias a more fabulous or romantic sound,

progress of Chicago.

And Chicago is going still at the same rate
of speed with which she has been striding for-
ward for th> last quarter of a century, Her pop-
ulation has increased some thirty odd thousand
since the commencenment of the war. although
she bas filled, and more than filied, every de-
' mand wade upon her by the Government for
| And since the fall of Sumiter, the materi-

| men,
al progress of this city has beéen swift ahd
splendid. It is ten millious of doflars richer to-
day \han it was on the day of 1he declaration

told you be h:d * beard them fail’ from vhieslif Lot hostilities in the spring of 61, while in arch-
1 itecture, secular and sacred, it has made strides

during its two last revolutions around the sun.
utterly unparalicled among Awerican cities, and
{ incredible to all Lut eve-wiinesses of the same.
Chicago laid herselt out to be the first ity
west of the Alleghanies in commerce and com-
mercial enterprise. That end she has aébieved
without baving balf tricd. She now proposes
to be the second city in the Union for popula-
tion, and to be equal to the first on the planet
in hard streets and bandsome houses. The
drive and scene on Michigan Avenue (cnee an
unfathomable quicksand) is already cowpared
to the Lialto; while the Chamber of Commerce,
| now rapidly rising on marble wings in the heart
of lbeqrnj}mpolis, will, when completed, have
no rival invunensions, beauty oi ex'erior, and
couvenience of contrifnce, on this side of the
greal water. IHaving secuted, beyond a per-
adventure, a wagnificent commercial fume,
!Chicago 18 now about to put the capstone on
that fawe in those embellishments of architec-
 ture and of art that draw the admiration of the
tasteful traveller. Witk a boundless prarie to
build ugon, and at: ocean of a lake to gaze and
to traffic upon ; with a location that must event.
"uall‘y command- the commerce of the country
 straight webt of us, stretching from Mississipy i
to the Pacific, as it now does that of the teep-

ghging territory straight east of us, reaching trow

 the Mississippi to the Hudson; with the capital
'and the energy equal to the erection of a Pacit-
(ic Railroad of her own, if one is not located to
 ber mind—what is to binder the city of Chicago
| from becoming the peer, in splendor and re-
'nown, of the mést renowned and splendid eit.
ﬁ‘ien of the present age ?—KEeyNOTE, in the Ez-
aminer.

One angry word sometimes raiser a storm that
time itsell cannot allay.

in 1830, one little wooden fort, and three liftigh contents of it are aided in

the population of Chicago was about four thou. |

than that wherein is chronicled the rise and!

¥

December 28, 1864.
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Position while Sleeping.

It is better to go to sleep pn the right side
for then they stomach is very /much in the posi-
tion of a bottle turned up:[de down, and the
ssing” out by grav.
If one goes toslerfp on the left side,

’

itation.

like druwing water from 4 well. After going
to sleep, let the body take its own position. 1f
vou sleep on your back, especially soon after a
hearty meal, the weight of the digestive organs,
and that of the food, resting on the great vein
of the body near the back bone, compresses it,
and arrests the flow of blood more or jess.

If the arrest is partial, the slevp is disturbed
and there are unpleasant dreams. If the meal
has been hearty, the arrest is more decided ; and
the various sensations, such as falling over a
precipice, or the pursuit of a wild bLeast, or
other impending danger, and the desperate ef-
fort to get rid of it, arouses us, and scnds on the
stagnation of blood, and we wake in a tright, or
trembling, or perspiration, or state of exhaus-
tion according to the degree of stagnation
and the length and strength of the eflorts made
to escape the danger. Eut when we are not
able to escape the danger, when we fall over
the precipice, when the tumbling bulding crush-
es us, what then ?  That is death !

That is the death of those of whom it is said,
when found lifeless in the morning,  1hat they
were as well as they ever were, the day Lefore ;"
|and often it is added, “ and ate Leartier than
common " This last, as a e quent cavse of death
to those who have gone to Led to wake no more,
we pive merely as a private opinicn.  The pos-
'sibility of its truth is enough to deter any ration-
{al man from a late ard hearty weal. This we
'do know, with certainty, th t waking up in the
i night with painfel diavrbea, cholera, or bilious
| tholic, ending in death in a very short time, is
properly tra cable 1o a late large meal. 7The
| truly wise will take tke safe side.  For persons
' who eat three times a day, it is amply suflicient
|1 make the last meal of old bread and butter,
‘avd a cup of some warm drink. No one can
stiirve on it, while a perseverance in the habit
so0n begets a vigorous appetite for breakfast,
£0 premusing a day of comlort,

— ——— -
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A xEw Horse-siok.—Mr. Fowler, of steam-
. l»lough celebrity, has/just patented 4 horse-shoe.
n thiseinvention the ymportant object, it is said,
has been obtained, of introducing a spring un-
\der the horse’s fodt in such a manner as to lessen
(the blow so fatal to the soundness of horses
' which have to travel over hard stones instead of
| cf their hatural pathway—the turf.  If eny elas-
tic material is intoduced between an ordina
shoe and - the hoof, the rebound of the spring
tears the shoe from the foot. To obviate th's
difficulty, Mr. ‘Fowler vses a double shoe. and
places the elastio between them. The second
shoe is connected with the first by means of
rivets, which hold it firmly, but allows the neces-
sary movement for the spring to act.
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IMPERIAL DESPATCH,
On the Confederation Scheme.

From the Gazette Extraordinary, of Thursday Ecen-
wng, Dee 22nd.
apntoasee
A copy of the following Despaten, addressed
by the Right Hon. E Cardwell, M. P., Her
A\lajcat_\’.-,; l’rim-ipa! Secretary of State, to His
Excellency Viscount Monck, Governor Gen-
cral, was this day received by lis Excellency
thie Licutenant Governor, and, by his con.mand,
is published for the intormation ot the inhabit-
ants of the rovince.
By command,
Cuarres. Turprer
4’rovincial Seerctary
22nd Deceinber, 1864.

(Cory.)
Canada— No. 93. :
Dowxixag StregT,
drd December, 1864,
My Lorp,—

Her Majesty’s Government have received
with the most cordial satisfaction Your Lord.
ship's Despatch of the 7th ultimo, transmitting
for their consideration the Resoiutions adnptcﬁ
by the Representatives of the several Provinees
of British North Awerica, which were assem-
bled at Quebee.

With the sanction of the Crown, and upon
the invitation of the Governor General, men
of every Province, ¢h sen by the respective
Lieutenant Governors wi hout distinction of
party, assembled to consider questions of the
utmest interest (o every subject of tl e Queen,
of whatever race or faith, resident in those
Provinces, and have arrived at a conclusion
destined 10 exercise a most important influence
upon the future wellare of the whule con:muni-
ty. &
" Animated by the warmest sentiments of loy-
alty and devotion to their Sovereign,~—earnest
ly desirous to secvre for their posterity through-
out all future time the advantages which they
enjoy as subjects of the British Crown ~—stead-
fastly attached to the ipstitutions under which
they live, they have conduc'ed their delibera-
tions with patient sagacity, and bave arrived at
unanimous conclusions on questions involvin
many difliculties, and calculated, under Jess fa-
vorable auspices, to have given rise to wany
differences of opinion.

Such an event isin the highest degree honor-
able to those who bave taken part in these de-
liberations. It must inspire confidence in the
men by whose judgment and temper this re-
sult has beeu attained, and. will ever remain on
record as an evidence of the salutary in fluence
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the operation ol emptying %s contents is more
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