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The dying Cheistinons Thanksgive 

ing Hymn, ; 

Blest Father in this dying hour, 
Tthank thee for thy grace | 

Thou hast upheld me by thy power 
Through all my weary race, 

Thanks, for the light and courage given, 
To know and do thy will ; 

Thanks, tor the glorious hope of heaven, 
Though all things with me still, 

Forever blessod bo his name, 
Who loved me unto death ; 

To save me from eternal shame, 
Resigned his latest breath, 

Who finished all the mighty work, 
His heavenly Fa hor gave; 

Then the dread chains which wound him, broke, 
A conqueror o've the grave, 

Thanks ! for the Holy Spirit's power, 
Shed o'er my soul like dew § 

Which will in this lust, solemn hour, 
Bear mo victorious through, 

To Holy Syfirit, Father, Son, 
These futest thanks are given § 

Hocoive my soul, thou great Three One ; 
Lgo!l go! to heaven, 

Onslow, Jan. 200A, I 

Religions, 

Was John the Baptist's, Christian 
Baptism? «© 

The following article appeared inthe Ca. 
wadian Baptist u vhort time since, cn a dis 
oussion of the Communion question : 

But, dear reader, you may be among those, 
some of whom 1 huve mot with, who say, 
** John's buptisn was not christiun baptism, 
Obristian baptism commenced on tha day of 
Pentecost.  Thuse twelyo men, therefore, 
with whom the Lord's Supper was instituted, 
wore not baptized with ohristian baptism, 
Christian baptism did not precede, but camo 
after, the Lord's Supper, and is not, there. 
fore, a prorequisite to it,” Wo answer, Your 
statewonts, oven il true, ure of no weight. 
First, Because, it John's baptism was but a 
preparatory vito to christian baptism, still it 
was baptism ; and according to your own 
statements, us a preparatory rite, it stood for, 
aud represonted, christiun baptism, and was 
administered to thoso only who professed to 
reooive J caus un the promised Messish, Now, 
if this propuratory rite, standing for and re. 
presenting christi n baptism, preceded the ob. 
sorvanove of the Lord's Supper, then it follows 
that that 10 which it wus proparatory, vis, 
ohristiun baptism, should also precede the 
Lord's Supper. Second, II, as you my, 
christian baptism commenced on the day of 
Pentecost, till the couverts wore then bap 
tized und added to the church before they 
broke bread. You, I hope, seo that the same 
Divioe order was observed on that day us be. 
fore— baptism, oven christian buptiym, pre. 
ovded the obsorvance of the sicrament of the 
Supper, These objections, therelore, fall to 
the ground, 

ut, lor the truth's sake, we wish to show 
that John's baptism was christian baptism, 
Iu prool of this, wo observe : Kirst, John 
received his commission divectly from God, 
John 1: 23, * He thut sent wo to baptize I” 
Matt, 21 : 85, * Tho baptism of John, whence 
wis it, from heaven or 0! men 1" The whole 
context shows clearly that Christ meant to 
tenob that John's commission wus from heaven, 
[t was vo Jowlsh pioselyto baptism, but a 
direot ordinance from heaven. When the 
priests and Lovites orked him “Why baptisest 
thou 1" his answer rolorred thom to his Di. 
vine authority, (John 1: 10-24,) Secondly, 
He proclaimed the Messiah, not only to come 
but as already come, “ There sandeth one 
smong you." He pointed him out to the 
people, aud said, + Behold the Lawb of God 
that taketh uway the sin of the world,” 
Thirdly, Ho required evidence of ropentance 
sod faith in those he buptised, * The axe is 
Inid unto tho root of the trees; bring forth, 
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therefore, fruits moet for repentance ; overy 
troo which bringeth not forth good truit is hown | 
down and cast into the fire.” And wo road | 
that those who believed his preaching « wore | 
baptised of him in Jordan confessing their | 
sins.” . Contessing their sine was the evi. 
dence. of their faith and. repentance, Jo. 
sophus, tho faithtul Jowish historian, bowes 
the following testimony with regard to John's 
ministry, * He was a good man und command. 
od the Jews to oxorcise virtuo, both ax to 
righteousness towards ono another, and plo 
towards God, and so to come to baptism ; for 
that the washing with water would be acoop. 
table to him, it they made use of it, not in 
order to the putting away or the remission of 
some sins only, but for tho purification of the 
body ; supposing that the soul was thorough! 
purified be orehand by righteousness." Joe 
sophus wus born but thirty-seven yours after 
Christ, 
Do you not soo, dear reader, that the min. 

istry and baptism of John agroe with that ol 
the Apostles? Both proclaimed Christ as 
the Lumb of God that taketh away tho win 
of the world, Both required evidence of 
repentance and faith in those hy baptized, 
Both baptized by a direct commission from 
heaven, Both made, and baptized disciples ; 
and both wore baptizing at the same time, 
(See John 8:22 84: 4:1,2) Where, 
then, in the difference botween them ? 

4. The evangelist Mark, in commencing his 
record, culls it The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ the Son of God," and thon 
immediutcly proceeds to tell us of the proach. 
ing and baptism of John, This was, then, 
according to the inspired account, the beginn 
ing ol -the gospel of Jesus Ohrist, With 
this tostimony by Mark, the records of Mat. 
thew, Luke, und John agroe, for they all re 
cord tho preaching and baptism of John in 
the beginning of their gospels, It must, 
therefore, follow that John's baptism was 
ospel, or christian baptism, or it would not 
ave boon * the beginning of the gospel of 
Joss Christ” Bee, also, Luke 10: 16, 
“The law and the prophets Ware until John : 
since that time the kingdom of God is 
reached, und overy man presseth into it.” 
lore it is plainly stated that * the law and 

the prophets” continued until John, There 
the dispeusution to which they belonged end. 
od. John's ministry was the commenoemoat 
of a new dispensation, + Since that time the 
kingdom of heaven is preached, and overy 
man presseth into it," If men pressed into 
the kingdom, then Jchn's preuching must have 
been he gospel of the kingdom ; and his bap. 
tism the initatory rite to tho priviloges of that 
kingdom, 

+ There have boen but two disnensations— 
the Mosuio and the Christian, There surely 
was no dispensation between thom, The 
ministry of John must belong to one of the 
two. Aond to which does it belong? Doos 
it belong to the Mosaic? If it doos, then 
wo ask why is it not recorded in the Old 
Testament 7 Whore has God, through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit placed it? 
The answer Is obvious—Fo has placed it in 
the Now Testament dispensation, ‘There it 
belongs, and there may we let it be without 
oavillin about it, Against the introduction 
of a third ora, for the purpose of dissevering 
the winistry of John fromNts connexion with 
the Gospol dispensation, we protest us an aot 
of injustion to one who performed the great. 
est wot of christian beptism that ever has oo. 
curred, or evor oan 000ur=—namoly, the bap. 
tism of tho Great Founder of Christianity, 
Jesus Christ, who at his baptism by John, 
sald, * Thus itgbecometh us to lully ull 
rightoousnons," 
We may illustrate the subject an follows : 

John's ministry was a period embracing in it 
the dawn ol the morning, and continuing until 
alter the sun had arisen, (For John contin. 
ued preaching and baptizing until the * Sun 
of Righteousness” had arisen And he could 

int to Jesus an he wis walking towards 
vim, and say, * Behold the Lumb of God 
this is ho of whom I spake.) The ministry 
of the Apostles embraced a period beginuin 
alter the sun had urisen, und, continuing unt 
it had attained the genith, Now, dear res. 
dor, we appesl to your understanding, and 
ask, Cun we sover the dawn of the morning 
and risen sun from tho duy 7 Are they not 

| #0 much as hoard whether thoro ba any Hol 

ministry of John belonged to the gospel duy 
and we cannot separate it from that a. for 
God's word declares it to bo * the beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” 

But there may bo a difficulty still in the 
mind of the reader, who may ask, * If John's 
baptism was christian baptism, thon why wére 
thowo twelve disciples at Kphowus, mentioned 
in Acts 10, who had boon baptised unto 
John's baptism, rebaptized 7" Wo answer, 
their rebaptism is no argument against the 
validity of John's baptism. For there in no 
ovidohge that thoy had evor boon baptised b 
John, r they oould not have been, 
And for tho following reasons: 

1. Whon asked if they hid received tho 
Holy Gnost, thoy answered, * Wo have not 

(ihost,” Now, had they beon baptised by 
John, they would have Aeard thut there was 
a Holy Ghost, For John proolaimed contin. 
ually, © He shall baptize you with the Holy 
(thos! and with fire.”  Qould they then hive 
heard John preach and boon baptised by him, 
aud yot bo ignorant of the Holy Ghost T' Im. 
possible! 

4. This oircumstance took place some 
twenty-four yours after the death of John, nnd 
more than two hundred miles from his field 
of labor, It is not therofore® likely that 
. over saw John or heard him preach, 

« They were Gontiles, Paul, in his epla: 
to to thew, onlls them suoh ; soo Kph, 9: 11; 
811. John's ministry was confined to the 
Jows=—oculled by Luke * his showing unto 
[sraol.” (Lukel : 88) The angel fo {0 
nounoing bis birth, said, “and muny ot the 
ohild en of Israel shall ho turn to the Lord 
their God." Those Gentilos at Kphosus could 
not, therefore, huve been baptised by him, 
For he baptised no Gentiles, 

4. Io Aom 18: 24, Apollos in spoken of 
us coming to Kphesus—and as * knowing onl 
the baptism of John.” And, although Aquil. 
la and Priscilla * expounded unto him tho 
way of God more porloatly,” ot not a word 
Is said about their robuptising him. Now, it 
John's Spt. was not christian baptism, 
thon should Apollos have been rebaptised, 
His wot being rebaptised, though ho knew 
only the baptism ot J sh, strongly evidenoos 
two things. 1, That John's baptism wus von. 
sidered ohristian baptism, 9. That the twelve 
disciples at Kphosus had not been baptised by 
John, or they—as in the caso of Apollos 
would not huve boon rebuptised, Who bap. 
tired them we know not, Uno thing Is, how. 
over, certain, vis, : that those times abound. 
od with fulse teachors, who sometimes at. 
tempted to do things in the name.o! some no 
table person,  And*thero were at Kphesus, at: 
that very time, exoroists, who tried to expel 
ovil spirits, by » saying, wo adjuro by Jesus 
whom Paul proacheth,” (Acts 10: 18) It 
ls, therelore, probuble that some false tencher 
had been there, profussing to be u disciple ol 
John, and huptising in his name, or unto his 
baptism, For, it they were bold enough to 
attempt to expel an ovil spirit in the name of 
Jesus, whom Puul prowchod, they surely would 
not seruplo to toush In John's nuibe, or bap: 
tao wato his baptism, 

b. Kvon wupposing they wore baptised by 
John, or by any other properly qualitied wd. 
mivistrator, still thelr buptdem wus u nullity, 
Not, however, on the nccount of any lack on 
the part of the adminietrator, but because 
they wore Improper subjuots, Baptism, to be 
gospel or christian-biptism must bo adminis 
tored to a christian subject—to one wio has 
tho inward grace of which baptism is the 
outward sign, The baptism of any one, ig: 
norant of the nature and essence of ohristi. 
unity, is surely not christian baptism, ‘I'heso 
twelve persons at Kpbosus where thus lgnoi- 
ant ; thoy know a0tbing of the Holy Ghost, 
und had not so much us Aeard whothor thore 
bo wny Holy Ghost. Paul, finding thom in 
this uneulightencd and ignorant condition, 
though professing to believe in Jesus as the 
Messiah, spoke to them of John's minintry 
und of Christ, * which when they heard (the 
word * this’ Is not in the originwl, but is sup 
plied by tho translators, Wout they Acard 
was Paul's discourse to them explaining fully 
the doctrines of Christ's kingdow) they were 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus,” 
Who would not follow Pauls example and 
robuptiso persons (alter instructing thom) 
who had been baptised while in such ignor. & part of the day? Are they not the very 

beginning of wl Bo, io like mauner, the 
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of theso articles has robaptived two orsons, 
belioving their former baptiam n nullity, be- 
cauno thoy, at tho time it was porlormed, 
wore improper subjoots, 

There may bo still another difficulty in the 
‘mind of tho reader, arising out of what 
(Obrint said concerning John (Matt, 11; 9- 
(11), ** But what wont yo oat for to see? A 
projhet? Yea, I say unto you and more 
than a prophot, Notwithstanding, he thes is 
lonst in the kingdom of heaven is Kroator 
than he.” With “regard to this passage, we 

y{romark: 1, Ohrist hore declares John to be 
* moro than a prophet,” John's ministey 
vould not, therolore, belong to the old dispon- 

‘prophet ; for prophets wore the highest order 
y {of tenchers employed undor that disponsation, 

2, If wo undorstand the phrase “the ki 
dom of heaven" to refer to the world of glory, 
then the sonso of the statoment, he that A 
loast in the kingdom of heaven in groator 
than ho," iv plain, For tho Zewest plnoo in 
the kingdom above in higher than the Aighest 
pluce in the church on carh, 

8. It wo understand the kingdom of hess 
ven" to rofor to Christ's kingdom on ourth 
then * the least of the Apostles wis groater 
than John==not in tho senso that he did not 
bolong to tho kingdom, but in the different 
positions they ocoupled in the same kingdow, 
Tho Apostles enjoyed tho extraordinary bap- 
tism of tho Holy Spirit, by which they were 
empowerod to work miraslos, and to spouk in 
other tongues, This placed thom far ahoad 
of John, but In the same kingdom, Woe 
think, thon, that we have shown that John's 
baptism was christian, and that, therefore, 
tho Aposties wero baptised with christian 
buptinm, 

Gronar Winson, 
» a. > a) 

Baptist Church building in 
London. 

The addition of nearly a thousand people 
overy wook to the metropolis is a fot that a8 
0noo appeals to the energy of avery Ohristinn 
donomination to supply the necessary noooms 
modation for religious worship, In this work 
the wr) geo ought to take thoir share. Hence 
wa hull with ploasure the proposal of Sie 8, 
Morton Peto, Burt, M, I%,, to erect four chaps 
ols in tho suburbs of London, The gratify. 
ing success of his efforts ut Bloomsbury and 
Rogont's-park muy well encourage him In his 
resent proposal, Ho offers to defray one 
wll of tho cost of the four chapels, provided 
the Buptist Building Fund will Zend the other 
hall on ite usual tormu=vis, without inter 
ost, and repayable by lnstulmonts in tem 
oars, Wo lourn that the Baptist Building 
fund Is quite ready to receive donations for 
this special purpore, the money subseribed 
would wever be diverted from the purposes of 
ohapolsbullding, as the repayments of the 
louns mado would be ever enabling the society 
to make fresh loans, Kvery ohuroh contribs 
uting £10 por annum to its funds ix entitled 
to nominate one represontative on the coms 
mittee, thus seouring to the ohurchos thems 
selvos the proper control of the fund for the 
ry wa ang 
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Signatures of Su. Paul's Epistios, 

Readers of the yr erg have thoughs 
It strango that at the ond of certain epistles 
of Bt, Paul, there should bo statements of 
their boing written by some other POrson ;, an, 
for lustance, at the close of the Kpistle te 
tho Kphosiuns nro the words, ** Written from 
Rowe to the Ephesians, by Tyohious” Al. 
most a'l of St. Paul's opistion have similar 
wignatures, Yet thoy are universally ascribed 
to him as tho author, us he undoubeedly fs, 
How In the seeming contradiction to be 

oxpluined? Simply by reference to an ancient 
oustom, In old times, every person, or nearly 
wo, did not learn to write, and many, who had nequired the art of writing, did not | rassles 
it SE to havo It ews enough 10 omy 
pose and write at the same time, Thare wore 
porsons whoso business It was to Insoribe, 
the diotation of others ; even us ut this day, 
in some parts of [aly and In other paris 
the world, thore are seribes sud wanue 
who write as thay aro called upon by the Ouse 

unce and blindoessas they were? The writer 
tomers, Thus, the anclents weldon: wrote 
thelr breabisos with their own bands, but die. 

 wation, or he would not have boon mere than a 
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