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“Wot slothtul in business fervent in spirit.” 

NEW SKRIES, 
Voi. 1X. No. ¥, 

Religions. 
ON FAMILY PRAYER. 

5 

Tur Crnovran Lerren vo tir ONUROMER COMPOSING 
rin CuNTRAL BAPTINT ANSOOIATION. | 

Dear Brothren, » 

Our belief in the importance of this duty, combined with 
the foar that it is far too widely neglected, has suggested 
that it might bo woll in this epistie to name some of the 
solid reasons on which it i founded, and to throw out some 
Awnts as to the best method v ws performance, 
Among the arguments by which the duty is enforeed, a 

prominent place deserves to be ge to (1) Seripture pre 
capt and example, Tt may be said of the goverel tenor of 
tho word of God, that it reduces family prayor to the rank 
of an obligation on every Rei, of religion who is the 
hoad of w family. No Christian can dischuege his duty to 
his family, or be said to be ao the will of God as res 
voaled in his word, who lives in its habitual neglect, But 
more particularly, the duty is plainly comprohended within 
tho extent of such injunctions as, ** 1 will, therefure, that 
mon pray everywhere,” (1 Tim, ii, 8.) Violence would 
bo done this passage, if its * everywhere” wore not made 
to embrace the home circle, 
The duty is sanctioned, moreover, by tho highest eaymple, 

Wo find that whorevor Abraham onme to sojourn in his re- 
movals from place to place, he built an altar to onll upon 
the namo of the lord; at which altar, it may bo believed, 
he was accustomed to assemblo his family, and present his 
potitions for thom, ax well ax for himself, The attention 
which ho devoted to the religious instruction of his house. 
hold in attested in these words: ** For I know him, that he 
will coniinand his children and his household after him, and 
thoy shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and 
ve po that I may bring upon Abraham that which | 
ave spoken of him.” (Gen, xviil, 19.) The same soliol- 

tado for tho spiritual welfare of their families is exemplified 
in the conduct of Isaac and Jacob, On'one ocvoasion the 
-Iattor thus addresses his housohold, ** Put away the strange 
gods that aro among you, and be cloan, and change your 
garments: and lot us arise and go up to Bethel; and 1 
will make there an altar unto (lod, who answered me in the 
day of my distress, and was with mo in the way which 1 
wont," (Gon, xxxv. 8. 8.) David did not allow the cares 
of royalty to interfore with the discharge of this important 
duty to his family. We are informed that after ho had as. 
sisted in bringing the ark from the house of Obed.edowm to 
po place he had prepared for it, he ** roturned to bloss his 
ouse," 
(2) Family - er ia further enjoined by the dependence of 

families on God, In no more natural and proper way may 
they acknowledge the many obligations they are under to 
the Divine Being, for the innumerable tokens of his good. 
noss, The family is an institution of God's own ordina. 
tion, “Heo sotteth the solitary in families.”  (Psalmn xviii, 
6.) *‘He maketh tho barron woman to keep house, and to be 
a Joyful mother of childron” (Psalmn exiii, 9.) Its thos 
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aro of hin forming. The birth and preservation of children, 
and their endowmont with powers which, properly trained, 
raise thom to positions of usefulness and honor in the world 
aud in the Church, are eminent instances of the divine 
fuvor, which demand a grateful acknowledgment in the do- 
mostie olrcle, And the samo arguments which show social 
prayer to bo a duty, "prly with still groater foro to family 
prayer, as the family is a society from which every other 
originates, and with ties far moro saored and tendor, 
¥ Family worship ss commended by its happy tendency, 

under the divine blessing, to promote the religions training of 
children and servants, A household in which prayer, ao- 
companied by the reading of the oriptures, ix regularly and 
dovoutly attended to, muy be regurded one of the best 
schools of religious instruction, In such sohool the whole 
contonts of the sacred volume aro, in dub course, laid open. 
““ Lino upon line, and precept upon prevept” are given, in 
tho iuculoation of ita holy lessons, The different members 
of the family are continually rensnded of their relation to 
God and tho Rodoemor, and bocowe growingly improssed 
with the nature of win, their peed of pardon, and the boau- 
bi of holiness, us those and kindred truths aro brought bo- 

ro thom in tho forvent supplioatioms of him who gathers 
them, morning agd ovoning, around the domestic altar. 
Thousands can point to the home cirele as the place, and to 
family prayer, as the means of their first religious impros. 
slons, 'Thoy chorish no more grateful and pleasing re- 
membrance than that of their Christian sire intercoding with 
God on their behalf, - When v bod is neglected in a fami. 
ly, It may bo expected that ohildron will grow up ignorant 
of God, and carcloss of thelr sternal intorosts, h such » 
family, however tho paronts may assert that they attend to 
their private devotions, there will be but little to distinguish 

“Its mempors from those who live * without God in the 
TR Phe ps of Ap will ae. At wa place, 

\ ¢ Denefioval influence or on the 
‘heads of families ord may be soned Fung the rea- 
sons of stn performanies, While prayer of all the woans of 
grace Is tho most benoflelal, as in it the soul is brought in. 
‘40 the closest and ment inthmate contact with the Tufaite 
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Spirit, family prayer is productive of advantages which de. 
sorvesia separate and especial consideration, The parent 
who statedly attends to this duty theroby invites those 
around him to a peculiar inspection of his behaviour, and a 
restraint is imposed upon him, lest his prayers should be 
inconsistent with his conduet, In it he ix reminded of the 
importance of govering his own tempor, and of discharg- 
ing, in a truly christian spirit, the various duties he owes to 
those to whom he sustains the relation of husband and fa. 
ther, if he would save himself from reproach in theleefos, 
OF the ploas sometimes urged in justification of the neg. 

loot of this duty we mention but two, first, lack of ability. 
This plea would be entitled to some consideration, if family 
prayer required, in its performance, more than ordinary 
mental capacity, But it fails to satisfy when put forth hy 
those who possess perhaps rare conversational powers, and 
in all matters of a worldly kind, experience no difficulty in 
conceiving ideas or expressing them in words, And es. 
a does this apology fail when offered by those who 
ve never attempted to load in family praen and who 
thoreforo, ean not be sure that they would not succeed, who 
perhaps nbver pray in sovret, and whose disinelination to 
engage in domestic worship arises most probably from an 
vig disaffootion to God, and dislike of the ways of re. 

Po those christian parents who plead their inability to 
engage in Re prayer ax the reason of their having hith. 
orto noglocted 1b, wo would suggest that they wake the 
teinl, believing that thy would thus ** renew thelr strongth," 
The second plea ix lock of time, To thin it might bo re. 

plied that the time necessary is very small—four or five 
minutes being sufficient for the reading of the soriptures, 
and the same portion of time or loss, answering for the ut. 
terance of a prayer, so that the exercise, morning and 
evening, would oceupy little, if aL - more than twenty 
minutes, Surely the most busy life ought to allow this for 
an exorcise ‘wo sacred in ita obligation, and xo replete with 
advantage. But wo find that in the majority of instances 
those who allege that thoy have not time to pray in their 
families, spend, perhaps overy day, more leisure than the act 
would require, in frivolous conversation, or in actually sinful 
pursuits and practices, Tt may be reasonably believed that 
time would be gained, and the business of life wore suo. 
cessfully accomplished by the order and regularity which 
family prayer would produce, if it were statodly observed, 
The futility of the ploa of want of time for the duty we 

aro recommending will expecially appear when wo remember 
that it is virtually a declaration that religion ix not the chief 
concern,  Ttreverses the Baviour's injunction, “Seek yo first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” (Mat. vi. 83), 
by subordinating religion to the service of mamwmon, 

In regard to the manner of the performance of family 
prayer, wo would suggest, (1) that it be always accompanied 
with the reading of th Yeriptures, Tt might bo well, expoci. 
ally as a means of seouring attention to the yy of 
soripture read, to place a copy of the word of God in the 
hands of cach member of the family, that all, by verse in 
turn, may share in the reading, The singing of a fow ver. 
son, in which all should be lnvited to Join, would also contri. 
tribute greatly to the interest and profit of the exercise. 

Punctuality may bo named as an essential element in its 
proper performance, No day should pass withdut its being 
attondod to, (8) Mrevity should also be practiced, Re. 
liglous exercises in order to prove beneficial to the young, 
should be brief antl full of interest, Many children have 
learned to dread the approach of the hour for family devo. 
tion by being habitually obliged to listen to the reading of 
one of the longest chapters in the Bible, followed by a 
prayer fifteen or twenty minutes long, Nye whinosl sores 
ouwsness should further characterize this sacred duty. 
Without soriousness it cannot be productive. of the happy 
results which otherwise might be expected te follow it 
3) Ax to the time best suited to the performance of the 
uty, some families might prefor ono hour, and some ano. 

ther, according to their peculiar circumstances and houso- 
hold arrangements, Perhaps, however, the hour most gene- 
rally free from interruption ix that which immediately pro- 
codes the first, and immediatly follows the last meal of the 
day, And (0 Jinally, the aiid of the Holy Spirit should bo 
sought on the exergise, for without his gracious influence 
this and all other religious services ean be productive of no 
benefit to ourselves or othors, May the Groat Hoad of 
the church give his blessing, that we may be enabled to ful 
fil the terms of the covenant to which we have subsoribed, 
which requires that we * walk in our houses as becomes 
thos€” professing godliness, and maiutaln the worship of 
God In our familios, and train up those under our care in 
the ways of religion and virtue," 
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THE TWO STRANGERS IN ORURON, 

* Who are those two young ladies dressed in mourning who 
sat in the corner near you 1" iuquired Mrs. Ashby of an ao 
(uaiutance who passed hor pow just as the Sabbath morning 
service was closed, * They soem to be at " she con: 
tinued, “and I haven't soca any one spoak 19 thew," 
“They wre not exactly "said Mrs. Ashby's friend, 

“though I dure say thoy were never in the church belere. 
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samo corner for a fow Sabbaths some throe months wge, and 
always look d wo forlorn and timid? 8he was thelr mother, and 
the name of the family is Hewes, She's dead now, I hear, 
and bottor off, I've no doubt, These girls and their father 
teased hor to death, it is said, about her religion and churche 
going, for she would always como to church us long us she was 
a But she's goo at last, und I wonder what sent thom 
ore " : 

“ Perhaps the Lord has sent them.” thought Mra, Ashby, 
as hor informant hastened down the aisle, and lots her still 
standing at the door of hor pow, She recalled the pale face 
of the mother, to whom she had once or twice spoken a kind 
work, and whose absence from church after a gw Sabbaths’ 
attendance hud been accounted for by her reported romoyal 
from the town, 

Mrs, Ashby looked again at the strangers ; they were line 
goering, whi'o all around them were fast louving the house, No 
one scomed to care for thom, and they looked as it wlmost 
doubting their right to be there. She felt as if some one 
ought to welcome them to the sanctuary ; and so with a heart 
full of love, whe went and took them by the hand. Qulling 
them by name, sho told them that she remembered their mos 
ther, and was etm to hear that they had lost so good a pars 
ent, Sho added that she was glad to soo them at church and 
hoped they would continue to fill their mother's place. Thon 
she inquired their residence, snd giviog her own name, said 
thut with their permission she would call upon them in a day 
or two, They wore too much affected to reply, except by the 
briet assurance that they should be glad to see her. 

Sickness in Mya, Ashby's family provented her from oalling 
on Sacuh and Killen Heethat week an sho intended, Bat 
when the following Subbath came, sho was glad to see them 
again in their mother's seat, She gave them a pleased look ol 
recognition beturo the services commenced, und as voon as the 
wore ended she weut directly to thom. Greoting thom cords 
ally, she explained the ouuse of hor failure to call upon them, 
and told them that sho partioularly regretted it, because she 
wus anxious to secure them as members of a young ladies’ 
olass which mot weekly at her own house for tho study of the 
Soriptures, She asked them to think of the for a 
day or two, and she would soe thew about it during the week, 
it Providence permitted, 
To Sarah and Klien, Mrs, Ashby was the good Samaritan, 

They had beon trained by their fathor in his own hard and 
bitter unbelief, The sorrowlul and fecble mother whom they 
had just buried was soarcely a paront to them, she having mar. 
ried thelr father alter they ware nearly grown re rg 
Sho was a Christian, but too timid by nature and soon too ill 
to make her inlduonce tor deoided and efficient. The 
father and daughtors laughed at hor Bible-reading and palm. 
singing, and utterly rotused to join her in attendande at ohuroh, 
Finding horselt disappointed in the oharaeter and temper of 
the family with which she hastily conncoted hersolt, she soon 
sunk into the grave, 

Not till then did those thoughtless girls realise what they 
had done. The fear ond hesitation of the hitherto timid wo. 
man, in hor dylag hour gave place to Christian fortitude and 
oven triumph, Hor eyos saw truth with ol oléarnoss ; 
hor lips wore foarloss in declaring and enforcing it. ‘The 
hitherto deluded daughters were touched at once with, convies 
tion and roworse. Under the influence of these foclings, they 
roadily promised their dying mother to attend on public wor 
ship aud to seek their own salvation and that of thelr father, 

it was that they oume to the house of God ; ib aves foe 
doed ** the Lord" who had “sent them." But the preaching 
they heard that Gret Sabbath was little calculated to stimulate 
or eneou thom, The ould, lifeless sermon fell like load on 
their awakened oousolonoes, And when -y mot from those 
wround them in oburch ouly an indifferent glance or u curious 
stare, they wore ready to say, ** No wan careth for my soul,” 
They would have homo repelled und discouraged, but for 
the Christian faithiulnoss and sympathy of Mrs, Ashby, The 
tender love which glistened in her eyo and made itself felt in the 
pressure of hor hund, her unaffected lutorest in the welfare, 
and the almost motherly Kindness of her wauner, went direot. 
ly to their hearts, ‘ 

She visited them as sho had promised, and soon wen their 
ooutidence, They joined her Bible eluss, und diligently studied 
the word of God. It was not long ere thoy gave satistactory 
evidence of genuine conversion ; and now, under the wise train. 
ing of Mrs, Ashby, who has become thelr trusted household 
eoutwollor, thoy are rey by the beauty and order of a 
Christian home, ws well as by direct prayer and effort, to win 
thelr tether to the Saviour, 
God bless the disciples who * eure for souls," and multiply 

their number a hundred fold. —Am. Messenger, Sp 
-e Rp p— 

ROTES OF A TOUR. 

No. 11. 

Dean DRoruen,— 

Wo left Baltimore on Tuesday morning the 14th wit, and 
reached Clovelund “on Wednoadyy evening, baving™ travelled 
080 wiles, with only a few hours’ rest at Bollair ou the Qhlg, 
140 miles on this of Qlovoland, The railroad exosses the 

Don't you remember a swall thin duced woman who sat in that | 

Alleghany range, advan taken of a hich en. 
ab) he. I to ad 6 the wid oh mown 
ond ‘the transit without any very grades, 
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