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ON FAMILY PRAYER.

5
Tur Crnovran Lerren o ™ir ONUROMER COMPONING
i CuNTRAL BAPTINT ANSOOIATION. |

Dear Brothren, .

Our beliof in the importance of this duty, combined with
the foar that it is far too widely neglected, has suggestod
that it might bo woll in this epistie to name some of the
solid reasons on which it & founded, and to throw out some
Awnts as to the best method v&l s performance,

Among the arguments by which the duty is enforeed, a
prominent place deservos to be ﬁlvon to (1) Seripture pre-
eapt and ecample, Tt may be said of the gnm\rn{ tenor of
tho word of God, that it reduces family prayor to the rank
of an obligation on overy ?roﬁmmr of religion who is the
hoad of w family. No Christian can dischuege his duty to
his family, or be said to be dnh\f the will of God as re-
voaled in his word, who lives in its habitual negloot, But
more particularly, the duty is plainly comprohended within
tho extent of such injunctions as, ** 1 will, therefure, that
mon pray everywhere,” (1 Tim, i, 8.) Violenve would
bo done this passage, if its * everywhere” wore not made
to ombrace the home eirele, ‘

The duty is sanctioned, mproover, by tho highest eaymple,
Wo find that whorevor Abraham onme to sojourn in his re-
movals from placo to place, he built an altar to onll upon
the namo of the kord; at which altar, it may bo believed,
he was accustomed to assemblo his family, and prosent his
potitions for thom, ax well ax for himself, The attention
which ho devoted to the religious instruotion of his house.
hold in attested in these words: ** For I know him, that he
will coniinand hix children and his household after him, and
thoy shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice wnd
{udgmom. that I may bring upon Abraham that which |

ave spoken of him.,” (Gen, xviil, 19.) The same soliol-
tado for tho spiritual welfare of their familios is exemplified
in the conduct of Isaao and Javob, On'one ocvoasion the
-Iattor thux addresses his housohold, ** Put away the strange
gods that aro among you, and be cloan, and change your
garments : and lot us arise and go up to Bethel; and 1
will make there an altar unto (lod, who answered me in the
day of my distross, and was with mo in the way whioh 1
wont," (Gon, xxxv. 8. 8.) David did not allow the cares
of royalty to interfore with the discharge of this important
duty to his family.  We are informed that after ho had as.
sisted in bringing the ark from the house of Obed.edowm to
;ho place he had propared for it, he ** roturned to bloss his

ouse,"

(2.) Family 'swu er i further enjoined by the dependence of
families on Glod,  In no more natural and proper way may
they acknowledge the many obligations they are under to
the Divine Being, for the innumerable tokews of his good-
noss, The family is an institution of God'sw own ordina.
tion, *‘Heo sotteth the solitaty in familion.”  (Psalmn lxviii,
6.) *‘He maketh tho barron woman to keop house, and to be
a Joyful mother of childron” (Psalmn exiii, 9.)  Its tios
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aro of hin forming.  The birth and preservation of ohildren,

and their endowmont with powers which, properly trained,
raine thom to positions of usefulness and honor in the world
aud in the Church, are eminent instances of the divine
fuvor, which demand a gratoful aoknowledgmoent in the do-
mostie olrcle,  And the samo argumoents which show social
prayer to bo a duty, urply with still groater foroo to family
prayer, as the family is o soolety from which overy othor
originates, and with ties far moro saored and tendor,

8:.) Family worship s commended by its happy tendency,
wnder the divine blessing, to promoto the religions training of
children and sorvants, A household in which prayor, ao-
companied by the reading of the oriptures, ix regularly and
dovoutly attended to, mny be regurded one of the best
sohools of religious instruotion, In such sohool the whole
contonts of the sacred volume aro, in dub course, laid open.
““ Lino upon line, and proceps upon prevept” are given, in
tho iuculoation of ita holy lossons, The different membors
of the family are continually rensnded of their relation to
God and tho Rodoemor, and bocowe growingly improssed
with the nature of win, their peed of pardon, and the boau-
z of holiness, us those and kindrod truths aro brought bo-

ro thom in tho forvent supplioatioms of him who gathers
them, morning agd ovoning, around the domestio altar.
Thousands can point to the howme cirele as the place, and to
family prayor, as the means of thoir first religious impros.
slons, 'Thoy chorish no more grateful and pleasing re-
membrance than that of their Ohristian sire intercoding with
God on their behalf, - When l?" is noglected in a fumi-
ly, 1t may bo expeoted that ohildron will grow up ignorant
of God, and carcloss of thelr oternal intorosts, plu such o
family, howover tho paronts may assert that they attond to
their private dovotions, thore will be but listlo to distinguish
*Its mempors from those who live * without God in the
woz‘l‘g.""'l‘hobﬁmr of ‘ﬂnd will nob{,bo ’::‘ :'hn place,

N ¢ Denefioval inflwence or on the
‘Neads of families Mmuomn may be m" ong the rea-
sons of stx performanies, While prayer of all the woans of
grace Is tho most benoflelal, as in it the soul is brought in.
‘%0 the closest and ment inthmate contact with lh?uhlu
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Spirit, family prayor is productive of advantages which de.
sorvesia separate and ospecial consideration, The parent
who statedly attends to this duty theroby invites those
around him to a peculiar inspection of his bohaviour, and a
restraint is imposed wpon him, lest his prayers should be
inconsistent with his conduet, In it he ix reminded of the
importance of govering his own tempor, and of discharg-
ing, in a truly ohristian spirit, the various duties he owos to
those to whom he sustaing the relation of huxband and fa.
ther, if he would save himself from roproach in theleefos,

OF the ploas sometimes urged in justification of the neg-
loot of this duty we montion but two, first, lack of ability.
This plea would be entitled to some considoration, if family
prayer required, in its porformance, more than ordinary
mental capacity,  But it fails to satisfy when put forth hy
thoxo who possess porhaps rare conversational powers, and
in all mattors of a worldly kind, experience no difficulty in
concoiving idoas or exprossing them in words, And es.
rnvh\l\y does this apology fail when offered by those who
1ve nover attompted to load in fawmily rm\yvr. and  who
thoreforo, ean not be suro that they would not succeod, who
perhaps nbver pray in sovret, and whose disinelination to
ongage in domestio worship arises most probably from an
:;\\;'m‘d disaffoction to God, and dislike of the ways of re.

“h. :

“Tu thoso ohristian parents who plead their inability to
engage in ﬁ\mﬂ{ prayer ax the reason of their having hith.
erto noglocted b, wo would suggest that they wake the
teinl, belioving that thy would thus ** renow ﬂw?r strongth,"

The second plea ix loek of time, To thin it might bo re.
plied that the time necossary s very small—four or five
minutes being suffioiont for the reading of the soriptures,
and the same portion of time or loss, answering for the ut-
terance of a prayer, so that the exercise, morning and
evening, would oceupy little, if an{'thlu more than twenty
minutes,  Surely the most busy life ought to allow this for
an oxoreise 'wo sacred in ita o\s?lgutlnn. and xo roplote with
advantage. But wo flad that in the majority of instances
those who alloge that thoy have not time to pray in their
families, spend, perhaps overy day, more loisure than the act
would require, in frivolous conversation, or in actually sinful
pursuits and praoticos, Tt may be reasonably bolioved that
timo would be gained, and the business of life wore suo.
oessfully accomplished by the order and regularity which
family prayer would produce, if it were uMoSly obxerved,

The futility of the ploa of want of time for the duty we
aro recommending will expecially appear when wo romembor
that it is virtually a doclaration that religion ix not the ohief
concorn,  Ttreverses the Baviour's injunction, “*Seek yo first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness,” (Mat. vi. 83),
by subordinating religion to the service of mamwmon,

In regard to the mawner of the performance of family
prayer, wo would suggest, (1) that it be always accompanied
with the veading of th Yeriptures, Tt might bo well, expoci.
ally a8 & means of seouring attention to the ;mrtlun of
soripture read, to place a copy of the word of God in the
hands of oach membor of the family, that all, by verse in
tuen, may share in the reading, The singing of a fow ver.
son, in which all should be hwftod to Join, would also contri.
tribute groatly to the interest and profit of the exercise.

Punctuality may bo named as an essential eloment in it
proper performance, No day should pass withdut its being
attondod to, (8) Mrevity should also be practiced, Re-
liglous exercises in order to prove \wnoﬂth to the young,
should be brief antl full of interest, Muny childeon have
loarned to droud the approach of the hour for fawmily devo.
tion by being habitually obliged to listen to the reading of
one of the longest chapters in the Bible, fullowed by a
prayer fifteen or twonty minutes long, (Q{The whinosl seres
ouwsness  should further oharactorize this saored duty.
Without soriousness it cannot be productive. of the happy
results which otherwise might be expected te follow it

3) Ax to the time best suited to the performance of the

uty, some familios might prefor ono hour, and some ano.
ther, according to their peeuliar cireumytances and houso-
hold arrangoments,  Perhaps, howovor, the hour most gene-
rally free from interruption ix that which immediately pro-
oodes the fiest, and immediatly follows the last meal of the
day,  And ‘0) Jinally, the aiid of the Holy Spirit should bo
sought on the exergise, for without his gracious influence
this and all other religious services can be productive of no
benefit 4o ourselves or othors, May the Groat Hoad of
the churoh give his blossing, that we may be enabled to ful-
fil the terws of the covenant to which we have subsoribed,
which requires that we * walk in our houses as becomes
thos€” professing godliness, and maiutaln the worship of
God In our familios, and train up those under our care in
the ways of religion and virtue,"
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THE TWO STRANGERS IN ORURON,

* Who are those two young ladies dressed in mourning who
sat in the corner near you 1" iuquired Mrs. Ashby of an ao

(uaiutance who passed hor pow just as the Sabbath moruing
sorvice was olosed, * They sorm to be " she con-

tinued, “and I haven't soca any one spoak 1o thew,"
“ They wre not exaotly " snid Mra. Ashby's friend,
“ though L dure say thoy were never in the church belere.
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samo corner for & fow Sabbaths some throe months wge, and
always look d wo torlorn and timid T 8he was tholr mother, and
the name of the family 8 Hewees, Sho's dead now, I hear,
and bottor off, I've no doubt, These girls and their fathor
toased hor to death, it is said, about her religion and churche
going, for she would always como to church us long us she was
;blo. But she's govo at last, wnd [ wonder what sent thom
ore " :

“ Porhaps the Lord has sent them.” thought Mra, Ashby,
as hor informant hastonod down the aisle, and lofs her still
standing at the door of hor pow, She recalled the pale face
of the mother, to whom she had once or twice spoken a kind
work, and whose absence from ohurch after a gpw Sabbathe'
attendance hud been nccounted for by her reported romoyal
from the town,

Mre, Ashby looked again at the strangors ; they were line
goering, whi'o all around them were fust louving the house, No
one scomed to care for thom, and they looked as it wlmost
doubting their right to be there. She folt as if some one
ought to welcome them to the sanotuary ; and so with a hoart
full ot love, whe went and took them by the hand. Qulling
them by name, sho told them thut she remombered their mos
ther, and was rkwod to hear that they had lost so good a pars
ent, Sho added that she was glad to soo them at churoh and
hoped they would continue to fill their mother's place. Thoean
she inquired their residenco, snd giviog her own name, said
thut with their permission she would call upon shem in & day
or two, They wore too much affeoted o reply, excopt by the
briet assurance that they should be glad to see her.

Sickneas in Mya, Ashby's tamily provented her from oalling
on Sacuh and Kilen Heethat week an sho intonded, Bat
when the following Subbath cume, sho was glad to see them
again in thoir mother's seat,  She guve them a pleased look ol
rocoguition beturo the services commenced, und as voon as the
wore ended she weut direotly to thom. Greoting thom cordis
ally, she explained the ouuse of hor failure to oall upon them,
and told them that sho partioularly rogretted it, beoause she
wus anxious to seoure them as membors of & young ladios'
olass whioh mot weokly at her own house for tho study of the
Soriptures, She asked them to think of the for a
day or two, and she would soe thew about it during the woek,
it Providence permitted,

To Barah and Kllen, Mrs, Ashby was the good Samaritan,
They had beon trained by thoir fathor in his owa bhard and
bitter unbolief, The sorrowlul and fecble wother whom they
had just buried was soarcely & paront to them, she having mar-
ried thelr father alter they ware nearly grown uuturlY.
Sho was a Christian, but too timid by nature and soon too il
to make her inlduonce tor deoided and eficiont. The
father and daughtors laughed at hor Bible-reading and palm.
singing, and utterly rotused to join her in attendande at ohuroh,
Finding horselt disappointed in the oharaeter and temper of
the family with whioh she hastily conncoted hersolt, she soon
sunk into the grave,

Not till then did those thoughtiess girls realise what they
had done.  The fear ond hesitution of the hitherto timid wo.
man, in hor dylag hour gave place to Uhristian fortitudo and
oven triumph, Hor eyos saw truth with ol oléarnoss ;
hor lips woro foarloss in doeolaring wnd onforeiug it 'The
hitherto deludod daughtors were touched at once with, convies
tion and roworse. Under the influence ot these foclings, they
roadily prowised thoir dying mother to attend on publio wor-
ship aud to seok their own-salvation wnd that of thele fathor,

it was that they oume to the house of Glod ; it wvas e
doed ** the Lord™ who had “ sent them." But the preaching
they heard that Gret Subbath was little caleuluted to stimulate
or eneou thom, The ocold, liteless sermon fell like load on
their awakened oousolonoes,  And when thof mot from thoso
wround them in oburch ouly an indifforent glance or u curious
stare, they wore ready to say, ** No wan careth for my soul,”
They would have homo repelled wod discouraged, but for
the Uhristian faithiulnoss and sympathy of Mrs, Ashby, The
tender love which glistened in her eyo and made itself folt in the
pressure of hor hund, her unaffected lutorest in the welfhre,
and the almost mothoerly Kindness of her wauner, went direot.
Iy to their hoarts, ‘

She visited them as sho had promised, and soon wen their
ooutidence, They joined her Bible eluss, und diligently studiod
the word of God. It was not long ere thoy gave satistactory
evidenoe of genuine conversion ; and now, under the wise train.
ing of Mrs, Ashby, who has become thelr trusted household
eoutwollor, thoy are uookiug. by the beauty and order of o
Christion home, s well as by direot prayor and offors, to win
thelr lether to the Saviour, ‘

God bless the disciples who * oare for souls," and multiply
their number & hundred fold.—Am. Messenger, S
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For l\o dﬂnﬁn Mossongon
ROTES OF A TOUR.

No. 1.
Dean DRoruen,—

Wo left Baltimore on Tuesday morning the 14th wit., and
reachod Clovelund“on  Wednoadyy evening, baving™ travelled
080 wilos, with only u few hours' rest at Bollair ou the Qhlg,
140 milos on this of Qlovoland, The railroad exosses the

Don't you remcmber & swall thinfuved womnn who sat in that |

Alloghany range, advan takon of a hich en-
bl m’ I to w‘?:mh the ddoglE:muu.
ond ‘Ahe travsit withoul any very

grades,
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