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DAPTIEM NOT A BEAL, 

Part LR 

§ The New Testawent Seals, 
Although, however, bapthm is not a seal, nor 

the Lord's Supper, (as has bern assumed withe 
out being proved.) The New Testament leaves 
ue not without our seals, That Is, a gracious 
God not only speaks peace to the outward ear 
of his people, but signe and seals it to thelr in 
ward experience. He answers their ery, * Say | PY 
unto my soul, Tam thy salvation I" He gives them 
to enter Into the experience of good John Bune 
yan, as thus desorbed in his own words j=* Now 
I had an evidence, as Iihought, of my salvation, 
from heaven, with many golden seals thereon, all 
hanging in my sight" 

§ The blood of Christ, 
There in the blood of Christy an applied to the 

conscience of believers, That blood, Indeed, is 
no where expromly called a seal. Yet it Is of the 
nature of a seal, and Is possessed of a sealing 
offioacy. 1 would here recall the covenant of 
peace botween heaven and earth, 1 would then 
point to ite ratification by the blood of the cross ; 
to which the Saviour refers when at the institu. 
tion of the Sacred Supper, ho says, * This cup 
is the New Testament in my blood, which ls shed 
for you." And again, 1 would speak of the aps 
plieation of that blood to the conscience of every 
bollever | taking away the very sense of sin, 
and sealing the Jove of heaven towards the guilty 
sons of earth. It is to this application that Paul 
alludes in his memorable exhortation,— “Having, 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter Into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and liv. 
ing way, which he hath consecrated for us 
through the veil; that is to say, his flesh; and 
having a high priest over the house of God | let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance. 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an 
ovil consolence.” Here is a seating indeedwsn 
something which the New Testament nover at 
tributes to the baptismal rite. When this is 
realised, It In an if the hand of our reconciled 
God, dipped anew in the blood of Calvary, fresh 
and warm as when it first flowed trom the newly 
opened velne of Jesus, were lald upon our trem. 
bling consglences, while his voice thrills upon 
the ear as he says, “ Bon! daughter! go In 
peace | thy sine are forgiven thee I" 

§ The Sealing of the Spirit, 
Doaldes this, there in the sealing of the Spirit, 

Paul speaks of believers as “ sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise { who," he 
“in the earnest of our Inheritabes.” And again 
he says, * Grieve not the Moly Spirit of Ged, 
by whom ye are sealed unto the day of redemp- 
tlon™ And what Is this sealing ¥ It is a some. 
thing which essentially colnoldes with that gen. 
oral notion of sealing expounded as above. It 
is a special ate station of the love of God to ke 
belleving children. So of the * earnest of the 
Spirit ;* It ls that which God gives to his people 
beforehand, and In part, as an assurance and 
foretaste of thelr final inheritance. So likewise 
of the witness of the Spirit. It involves the 
samo general idea, though presented again under 
a different form. Tt Is thus wrought out by 
Paul = The Spirit Itself beareth witness with | 
out, Spirit, hat we are the children, of God, | Dot's 
And {f ebhbidren, then helray belrs of God, and 
Joint hairs with Christ ; If so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified togeth- 
or” A redeeming God thus heaps Us up 
and multiplies the privileges of his ra 
ones, Ones, [ndeed, sin \droepied the flow 
bis favour towards them. But pow, thas A 
groat and fasal obstacle removed by the lnterpe- | |, 
sition of Christ, rivers of grace are poured all 

around them. - Aa it ls written, * Ho that spared 
not his own Bon, but delivered him up for ue all,| © 
how #hall be not with him also freely give us all 
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In this region of lofty and peculiar privilege it 
ot is that we meot with the sealing of the Bpirk, 

It In the impression of the image of Christ upon 
the soul of the believer by the hand of the 
Spirit. Thus the believer * receives the 
spirit of adoption, whereby he -wries- Abba ! 
Fathor I" Hare; too, Is his security. Once 
sealed, ho i» sealed for ever— sealed unto the 
day of redemption," wherein he shall enter 
upon the inheritance of the * purchased pos. 
vosslon” of which he already enjoys the * earns 
ost.” 

§ Application of the preceding Statements, 
But now ix there any thing in baptism, accord. 

ing to New Testament representations, which at 
all vesemblen that heavenly sealing which has 
Just been Hlustrated ¥ Again, there is the blood 
of Christ, We find a general contrast between 
this and baptism, Baptism bs for earth and time, 
The influence of the blood of Christ reaches to 
heaven, and lasts through eternity, Baptism is 
outward, in the flesh. The blood of Christ Is 
applied inwardly, to the conscience and heart, 
Especially it “oleanseth from all sin” while 
bap'ism a ‘but the external emblem of that 
oleavsing. Thus the blood of Christ, brought 
home to the human spirit, works aieal and hap 

change in ite condition and prospects | while 
baptism, though it symbolizes such a change, 
does not produce it. And yet once more, with 
direct reference to the matter of sealing, the 
blood of Christ is a real and absolute security 
to those to whom it Is applied. “1 lay down my 
lite for the sheep,” says the Son of man | and 
again, * My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. And I give unto 
them oternal life and they shall never perish,” 
What a sealing, what a security is there here! 
such as baptinn cannot impart, and was never 
intended to impart. Nay, lot a man receive 
baptism without haying first exercised faith, he 
receives that which seals nothing to him but a 
deeper ruin at last | unless indeed he repent of 
his very baptism at the foot of the cross, and 
purge out ita stains in the blood of the Lamb. 
But besides these, there are the myriads who 
have received In thelr Infancy a so-called bap. 
tiem | who have been christened, but not chris 

thanised { who have so trusted to thelr ohrists 

ening as never to attain to christianity | and 
who at last have gone down to hell with * a lie in 
their right band.” Alas! what can we do for 
these, but weep over them as Christ over the 
lost “ones of Jerusalem ? mingling our prayers 
with our tears, that the lies which have wrough 
their vuln may speedily conse to deform the 

ohureh, and destroy the world, 

Then, as to the sealing of the Spirit, slmilar 

contrasts nt themselves, Spurgeon has 

done well, though In some minor points he 

may have erved, In denouncing those teachings 

which speak of Yaptism as making, dts nubjeot 

Ww a member of Christ, the ohild of God, and an 

inbet itor of the kingdom of heaven.” Could it 

do (his, it were, indeed, a * sealing ordinance." 

But that which is thus falsely and injuriously 

ascribed 10 bapthm does really belong to the 

agency of the Holy Spirit, Thus, again, we 

have the contrast between the earthly and the 

heavenly | the outward and the Inward | the 

bodily and the spiritual | that which attests and 

secures nothing, and that which attests and se: 

oures every thing | that which one may recelve. 

arid yot perish, and that whioh once received aa 

ertalus and assures the * salvation which is in 

Christ Jesus with eternal glory i" yea, that which 

d under a mistaken idea of ita eflloacy, lv 
— ohh dae st epiritual danger, and that 

which wonveys all trus blessedness into the souls 

gh § Conclusion, AL 
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Lot wa visit the old church yard at Mill Village, 
and spend an hour among the tombs, read the 
inscriptions on the grave stones, and meditate on 
the brevity of human life, Here sleeps the in. 
fant, and the grey haired patriareh; hove in the 
grave of the young lady, stricken down in the 
widest of health and beauty | of the young man, 
in all the strength and pride of maturity; here 
rests the poor despised pauper p==there the man 
of wealth and influence all sleeping together on 
a perfect equality, until the morning of the re. 
surrection, What a humiliating thought, that 
the noblest, the fairest, the most git'ed and beaus 
titul, must one day lie down in the cold and nar 
row tomb, 

» wLsgsiore ould Joan, frafl ¢hild of clay = 
ho TO the eradie, to the shroud, 

Whove lite Ww) mt a winter's day w= 
0 why should mortal man be proud 1* 

Let us examine the device, and inseription on 
this stone t==here is a hand with the finger point. 
ing upwards, resting on an open Bible, with the 
words * Christ my hope.” How impressive and 
appropriate | The finger pointing upwarde—in. 
timates, that, “there is another, and a better 
world” The open Biblew 

wee! TERE thou ever heard 
of such a hook ! Hy author God himse't, 

\ 0 subjeot God, and mun | salvation, lik 
And obs bar life, eternal dewth | 
Most wondrous he |v bright candle of the Lod | 
my of gretniy the only star 

which the bark of man could navigate 
A 0 son of Ite, and gain the port of life securely 

~ Without Revelation the grave would indeed 
be dark and gloomy==the future all uncertainty 
and despair: Cold and proud philosophy never 
conceived the idea of a resurrection=infidelity 
represents death as an eternal sloep == but Reve. 

lation teaches the glorious and cheering truth, 
that “Jesus Christ hath abolished death, and 
brought lite and immortality to light, through 
the gospel” Christ my Aope''ee Christ is the 
only sure hope for poor helpless fallen human. 
ty 1 the church cannot save— good works cannot 
save==Ohrist alone oan shelter the sinner trom 
that tremendous storm, which will one day 
burst upon a sinsstained world | when the ele. 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, and the 
heavens be rolled together like a parchment 
soroll. 

Passing on we come to another inseription, 
whioh shews the inhabitant below, was a native 
of * Auld Bootia” rit reads thus" Scotland 

gave me birth, Nova Bootia a grave.” 
“ From the eins home that gave her birth, 
fbn ver th Les "nb 

0 came to find | n other earth, 
A stranger's grave.” 

Here Is the grave of a little ohild, once the 
joy of the household with her laughing eyes and 
flowing looks, making all merry with her own 
gladness: but * the spoller™ came, and in spite 
of love and affection, she went down to darkness 
and the worm, 

" foes not for her the hitter tear 
ive the ap. 10 vain regret | 
mt the oa " kot that Hes here | 

The gom that Alled it sparkles yer," 

"That grave yonder, alone and isolated, with. 
out a monument or stone of any kind to distin 
gulsh it, Is probably the grave of some stranger, 
who went down to his tomb withont a mourner, 
without a friend to bend over his remains: but 
his head will not rest loss soltly, nor his slumber 
bo less sweet, booause he was uncared for and 

unknown, Sleep on stranger | There Is one 
who marks thy resting place, and will keep thy 
dust in safety, until he bids it rise In new and 

immortal beauty, It perhaps matters little, 
where we shake off this * mortal coll” jwewheths 
ther the green sod weAps our grave, or we have 
the ocean for a winding sheet=whether we liv 

upder a marble Mausoleum, or sluk inte an ob. 
J [seure tombe=whether we slumber on the banks 

of the Mississippi, or the Danube, the Ganges, 
or the Nilewswhother in the frigid, or torrid 
sone i==the shrill blast of the Archangel's trump, 
will equally reach us, and awake us to lnstant 

“The Lord shall the ean hal wk 
A euRtARe ely centre a oe 
nd, withe NF from th 0 vault "of Mh, 
he MAPLIN PS their feeble light, 
A thi ont to stray, 
ceo the web s highwa 
fri Rogen and Roghed by pride, 

bare ! The Crue 
hile sinners in 1 Ir el oll, 
2 hide Ubmmoubl pita, gp us lly 
he saints, sscending from the tomb, 
hall Joy ful sing, the Lord Is come,” 

Bee that gay young man, how carelessly he 
treads o'er yonder graves, utterly regardless of 
the generation buried beneath bis foot. Yet so 
It Is, we die and are soon ten, the living 
trample oh “our graves—olbers ier the 
places we loft behind us j= the gay will laugh, 

and each one as before will chase his. favorite 

phantom p=and the world jug on, ar though we 
had never been, Then let un determine wo 0 
RI 

wees! TRAY Wo ay dread 
Qui graves us Hue as our bed” 

Hero In the venerable old ehuroh, with its obs 
| nolote finish, and weather-buaten exterior, nears 
ly a century old but much more interesting to 
we, than the mere modern, more showy ohurehs 
on, 1 love old chmehes, old monuments, old 
irlonds, and old associations. We have no builds 
ings in this country which in reality have any 
clalmn to antiquity | an old house here, would 
be called wodven in Europe. In the old Couns 
bys eviry thing has the stamp of age upon ity . 
==Lhe cottage rool are green with the mosses of 
centuries p= Churches that ean date back to the 
timo of William the Congueror p=grim hoary 
castles, frowning from the bills and beetling 
elifte, where in the olden times 
2 When the banner broad from the eastern tower 
“Mung stream ing ‘ver +h 
1 Armed knights, wit Yao baron bold, 

Ure Tousting vn the Wall N= 

woriined monasteries, with legends of monks, 
and friars black, white, and prey, and wasocles 
tons reaching back a thousand years, But ia 
this country, the case is widely different, here 
vvery thing Is new, so that a building a century 
old, In considered antiquated, and looked upon 
an a relio of the olden days. Well old Chureh, 
the dust of three generations sleeps beneath the 
shadow of thy steeple! The ancestors of the 
Township le hurled here t= probably, many of 
them wore united In matrimony at thy altar pe 
sang In thy choir, the noble old tunes of the 
early composers and listened to the words of 
eternal lite, dispensed from thy pulpit sbut 
they have all gone, and thou too, art fast falling 
to ruins. How true is the language of the im 
spired Apostle, * the fashion of this world pass 
oth away” 

I perceive one fine old Birch tree, ornaments 
ing the yard, and a number of spruces soattered 
about among the green hillocks | but not much 
care taken to beautity this home of the dead, 
And during my perambulations through the 
Province, | have frequently observed, a great 
deal of carelessness av regards the Church yard 
and burial places. Now this is nov commendas 
ble, a little care and attention on the part 
of the people, by planting trees, and flow. 
ors, and otherwire ornamenting the grave yards, 
might render them very interesting and beauti- 
ful localities, In the East, the grave yards, 
shaded by noble trees, are the general promens 
aden for the people. Stephens says, that * faw 
tangs strike a traveller more foreibly than this, 
We seldom visit the tombs, except to pay the 
last office 10 a departed friend 1 not so In Tw 
key, to day they bury a lriend, to morrow they 
plant flowers over his grave, and the next day 
they tend and water them, and as often as they 
walk out lor health, or pleasure, they habitually 
turn thelr steps to the burial place: and som 
times they scoop out little niches in the tomb 
stones, to hold water, with the beautiful idea to 
induce the birds to come there and drink, sd 
sing among the trees. Now we who profess a 
purer and better faith than those Mahometans, 
might take a lesson from them as regards the 
care bestowed upon thelr grave yards | and 
thus our own become (instead of the neglected 
and desolate places they so irequently are) ats 
tractive, and cheerful places of resort, 1 must 
now bring my soliloquy to an end «leave thie 
village of the dead, and go fork and mingle 
again with the breathing bustling masses, who 
compose the village of the living, 

SYLVANUS Oukp Suir, 
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Ovtober, 1864, 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

United States Correspondence, 

Lerten rnoM Rev. J. M. Hanne, 

Since I last wrote our church has had the 
pleasure of enjoying the Ascclation. It cone 
vened with ue at the commencement of the 
month. The letters from the churches showed 
that each was in sympathy with the Government, 
possessed the deepest devotion to the Union, and 
war ready to sacrifice and suffer uwatil It was 
restored. Tu fact, the vhuroh at the North, with 
ite sacred ministry, gives its firmest so to 
“ihe powers that be." It is only now and then 
that a professor of religion ls among the —- 
ton. And such a are do not belong to thal 
number who live and labor for the nivanocenjens 
of Christy Kingdom, so far aa my soquainignoe 
extends, The spirit of patriotism exhibited In 
the letters by no means excluded the ' nobler 
waniies ation of that christian earnestness which 
would secure above all things the spread ol the 


