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 Qgrieniture, ete, 
Tur GurrA Prroma raee~The tree call. 

ed the Isonandra Gutta, which frnishex. the 
utta percha, is a native of the Indian Archipe 
ago and the adjacent lands, A few years since 
this substance, now of such inn, extended use, 
was totally unknown in Europe, for though from 
time immemorial the Malays employed it for 
making tho handles of hatohets and vroeses, it 
was only in the year 1843, that Mr. Montgomery, 
an Englieh surgeon, having casually become age 
quainted with its valuable properties, sent an 
account of it, with samples, to the Royal Sooies 
ty, for which he received ite foul medal, The 
fame of the new article spread rapidly through: 
out the world; selence and speculation seized 
upon it with equal eagerness ; it was immediate 
ly analysed, studied, and tried in overy possible 
way, #0 that it is now as well known and ap ex: 
tonsively used as if it had been in our possession 
for centuries. The lvonandra Gutta is a large, 
high tree, with a dense crown of rather small 
dark green leaves, and a round, smooth trunk, 
The white blossoms change into a sweet fruit, 
containing an oily substance fit for culinary use, 
The wood is soft, spongy, and containe longi us 

dinal cavities filled with brown stripes of gutta 
percha. The original method of the Malays for 
collecting the resin consisted in felling the tree, 
which- was then placed in a slanting position, so 
as to enable the exuding fluid to be collected in 
banana leaves, This barbarous provecding, 
which, from the enormous demand that sudden. 
ly arose for the gutta, would soon have brought 
the rapidly rising trade to a suicidal end, forty. 
nately became known before it was too late, and 
the resin is now gathered in the same manner as 
caoutchoue, by making incisions in the bark with 
a chopping-knife, collgeting the thin, white, 
milky Rhid exuding in large vessels, and allows 
ing it to evaporate in the sun, or over the fire, 
The solid residuum, which is the gutta percha of 
commerce, Is finally softened in hot, water, and 
pressed into the form of slabs or flat Free gen. 
erally a foot broad, a foot and a hall’ long, and 
threo inches thick, Gutta percha has many pros 
perties in common with caoutehoue being coms 
pletely insoluble in water, tenaclous but not 

elastic, and an extremely bad conductor of cals 
otic and electricity, The uses of gutta percha, 
as in well known, are manifold, It serves, amon 
other other purposes, for the insulation of tele 
graphic wires in submarine cables; and also for 
water-pipes | for vessels fit for the reception of 
alkaline or ald liquids, which would corrode 
motal or wood § for surgical implements, for boxes, 
baskets, combs, and a variety of other articles, 

Tur Fanmen's Crekp.« A Canadian contem- 
porary gives the following << Wa believe. in 
small farms and thorough cultivation. "I'he soil 
loves to vat as well as its owners, and ought there. 
fore to be nurtured. We believe in large crops, 
which leave the land better than they found jt 
making both the farm and the farmer rich at 
once. We believe in 
things, and therefore p plowing, and 
enough of tall the better if with a subsoil 
plow. Wao believe that the best fureiliser of any 
soil is the spirit of industry, enterprise and in. 
teiligence § without this, lime and gy pum, bones 
and green manure, marl or plaster, will bo of 
little use. Wo believe in good fences, good 
barns, farm houses, good stock, and a good 
orchard, We believe in a clean kitchen, a neat 
wile in is, clean cupboard, dairy and conelonce, 
We firmly disbeliove In farmers that will not 
improve, A farms that grow poorer every year, 
in starved cattle, in farmer's boys turning into 
clorks and merchants, in farmer's daughters un. 
willing to work, and in all farmers who are 
ashamed of their honorable vovation,” 

BiMrLe nemkpy ror A Sone THROAT, 
The best remedy we have found tor a sore throat 
is, on retiring to rest to rub on the outside a lit. 
tle “ Volatile liniment, and swallow a fow drops 
of paregorie, lutting it dissolve fn the saliva, 
and spread along down the inflamed parts. ‘I'he 
liniment is simply a mixture of sweet ofl and 
aun ammonia (called hquid hai tshorn.) These are put in a vial and shaken, using such 
proportion as to form a seml-liquid soap. An 
ounce or two can be got Chasply at the drug. re and If tightly corked, will keep for mdh ths 
ub it on with the fingers. Wo find nothing better than this for soreness of the chest or Joluts, or for lameness, stiff neck, ete, 

A terribly fatal fever is prevailing ht Car bondale, Pa. Tt is called the black p- spotted fovor, and with the excoption of a very fow onsen, has completely baflled the skill of the physicians. From six to sight deaths o day ov. our, the victims dying with fow ho it 
pen ying n afew hours alter 

La 

Among the quaint sayi charged to Old Abe, is one that » on vant, to-day, buy a r horse in Pennsylvania” "The exp t 
B thes all the bad horses have pe ry he government. 

———— 

In Yorkshire, England, up to the week before Christian, there had not beon more than twalve hours of slight frost. Roses were in foliage, gooseberries had flowered, and rhubarb was 
’ . + pushing up the open’ ground.” 

The coffin of the King of Denmark weighed It took thirty men an hour and A quarter to LL it down the grand staircase, 
’ 

There were 20,000 or 30,000 men in the funeral on, 

ub he Bi from the streets N Now Yok le Tine, 1 do Sh 

going to the bottom of 
a dee 

THE CHRISTIAN MIRSENGE 

Correspondence. 
“ 

For the Christian Messenger, 

BAPTISM IN THE JORDAN, 

Was the Jordan suited to the purposes of Bap 
tym ? 

Why such a question—our reader may in. 
quire ; and #0 wo are half Inclined ourselves to 
ask. When we read that the people were bap 
timed by John in Jordan, and that * Jesus when 
he was baptised went up straightway out of the 
water,” we cannot entertaln a doubt as to the 
suitableness of the place for the administration 
of the ordinance p==unless, indeed, we take other 
around and deny the correctness of the soripture 
record, 

But we learn, by a recent number of one of 
our religious periodicals, that such discoveries 
have béen made as completely to overturn the 
Baptist theory, andl to vet the question forever 
At reat in favor of those who sprinkle or pour, 
Aceording to the article referred to, the Rev, 
Gilbert Haven has recently been on a European 
tour, and haw given an interesting account of a 
visit to the Jordan, After speaking of the great 
rapidity of the curvent, and the fact that he wan 
repeatedly warned not to wade in above his 
knpes, he proceeds to say, * The true mode of 
John's baptism is seen at a glance ; the subjeot 
leaves lis sandals on the bank, and stops into 
the edge of the stream, John does likewise, he 
takes up water in hand, and puts it on his head.” 
Then after speaking of the convenience of such 
a wmode, of the common habit of washing the 
tout, and of the simplicity of the ordinance as 
thus administered, be gos on tosay, “ One van 
see at a glance the peril of immersing thousands 
of people in such a fresher,” 

This, If trae, is an important discovery, and 
must revolutionize our Baptist churches, since 

| wo endeavor 10 oherlsh the simple truths of the 
gospel, and to observe its ordinances an bstab- 
lished by the Head of the chureh, and since, in 
consistency with our avowed principles, wo are 

sriptural ln our belief, or practice, How un 
fortunate-he good man had not lived in some 
preceding age, or, at least, had not travelled 

Poarlior in life! What a world of mischief might 
have been averted, had every sincere lnquirer 
been properly instructed on this very important 
point! An it Is, ignorance on this subject has 
caused much digeussion, and alienation i han 
operated sadly against the interest®dof vital re. 
ligion, Barnes should have known this before 
be wrote his comments on the 0th of Rowan. 
Wesley's opinion would have been greatly modi 
fled had he been aware of the fet just now 
communicated to the religious world ; and many 
a divine would have been saved the vonfussion 
that ho was in all candor compelled to make, 
and would thus have been able to harmonize his 
practice with his avowed beflef. 

After all, we In thes thnes are not compelled 
to take a man's “ipso dixit” for law. Wo are 
vain enough to cavil even with one who has 
visited any given locality, whon his deseription 
does not correspond with that of others, equally 
as eredible.  Aceording to Rev, G. Haven's aos 
count of the Jordan, we are led to suppose that 
the stream, flows in a direct course with Impetus 
ous violence, until it reaches the Dead Sea, If 
there are any curvatures in the river, some 
places would bo found when the water flows loss 
rapidly than in the main channel ; and if it is 
not always plunging in its headlong course down 
the declivity, there must bo places whore the 
waters are comparatively calm, These two 
favts wo presume are clear enough to Any one 
who ever saw a river, or over watched the pur. 
ling brooklet that irrigates his flelds, 
“And further If In this extract wo have a cor 

rect representation of the Jordan, wo have a 
right to suppose it would be perilous for any to 
attempt the passage, and that the river would 
be almost an impassable barrier, in ruder tines, 
betwen the Countiive It separated. 

But we understand that both Abrabam and 
Jacob crossed the Jordun and we learn that there 
were fords near to Juricho, and others higher up 
the stream known and crowed to the present 
day, The sacred narrative informs us that 
Naaman dipped himself seven times In the Jor 
dan, and that without giving any bint of the 
danger of such an experiment, It Is, moreover 
known by those who read the accounts of tray. 
ellors in that country, that Greeks and obristians 
are accustomed to go yearly on pilgrimage to 
the Jordan for the express purpose of bathing, 
and that they carey their ohildren thither, to 
give them likewise a baptism in its waters. (Reo 
Stanley's Palestine). These and numerous fhots 
of & éimilar nature that wight be adduced, stub. 

bound to renounce whatever is shown to be un | 

JR. 
bornly protest againet the statements of the 
author quoted- above, The folléwing “extract, 
from * Robinson's Biblical Rescarches™ will sot 
the matter in its proper light, 
“We proceeded to the place of crossing, (it 

Was near todoricho) where there was an open. 
ing through the canes, and trees, * * * -# 
There wan a will though very rapid current 
the water was of a clayey color, but sweet and 
delightfully refreshing, * * & « We oxi 
mated the breadth of the stream to Le from 80 
10 100 feet. The guides supposed it now to be 
10 or 12 foot deep, 1 bathed in the river with 
out going out inte the deep channel | the bottom 
here was clayey mad with also blue clay, 1 
waded out 10 or 19 feet, and thus far the water 
was not over the hips; but a little farther some 
of the party who swam across found it suddenly 
boyond their depth, * * « va 11. p. 236, 

“ Buch is the Jordan and its valley § that vene 
erated stream, velebratod on alos every page 
of the Old Testament as the border of the pro. 
mised Land, whose floods were miraculously 
driven back to afford a passage for the Lraclites, 
In the New Testament it is still more remark. 
bla for the baptism of our Savior: when the 
heavens wore opened, and the Spirit of God 
descended upon him, and, Lo, a voles from hea 
ven saying “ this is my beloved Son." We now 
stood upon its shores, and_had bathed in its wa 
bers, and felt ourselves surrounded by hallowed 
associations.” Page v4, 
We will not trouble the reader with any furs 

ther extracts, nor will we slop to repeat the 
vontessions of the most intelligent Podobaptisty 
concerning the mode of our Saviors’ baptism ; 
and of his disciples; nor will we add any furs 
ther remarks of our own on a subject so easily 
understood. It in to be lamented that the pros 
Judices of early education, and sectarianism 
warp the judgement of Christians, and load 
them into manifold error in doctrine and prac 
tio, 
That will be a happy day, if it ever come, 

when the * watchmen shall seo eye to eye 
when all who love their Lord shall observe bis 
commandments ; when the ohurch shall embrace 
within her ample folds every singere follower of 
Jesus, 

FP M. mm———— 
Provincial Parliament, 
OPENING OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

The twenty-second General Awsombly of Nova 
Scotia commenced its first session on Thursday 
last. Acourding to public announcement at 9 
o'clock, p. m,, His Excellency Major General 
Doyle, the Administrator of the Government, and 
stall, came to the Legislative Council Chamber 
whore a brilliant asemblage of Iler Majosty's 
loyal subjects, were present to receive him and 
withoss the openingjoeremonios. 
By command of His Excellency, the House 

of Amembly appeared and were directed to go 
to thelr usual place of assembling and elect a 
Speaker; after which to return and wake known 
to him the cholo they had made. After a fow 
minutes delay the “ faithful commons” re-enter. 
od the Council Chamber, and the Hon. Attorney 
Gonoral informed [His Excellency that the House 
of Assembly had elected Me, Wade, the mem. 
bor for Digby, as their Speaker, General Doyle 
having signified his approval, the usual priviloges 
were demanded and granted, and he proceeded 
to read the following 

OPENING SPEECH, 

Mr, President, and Honorable 
Legislative Councit ; 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of 
Assembly 

It affords me great ploasure to meet you in Parliament, where, | fowl asmred, Io exertions will be uncemsing to maintain the honor and advance the interests of this highly favored Provinee, 
Mr, Speaker, and. Gentlemen of the Howse of 

Assembly 
The Public Accounts will be submitted for your inspection, without delay, 
The Estimates for the som, 138 your will be prepared with the utmost regard ‘to eeonomYy, consistent with due provision for the public ne- ovmsitios, 
You will be glad to find that our Exports uring the past your have very much exceeded those of 1802, and that although a material re. duction was wads ln the advalorem duties, the revenue of 1888 largely exceeds that of the pre eeding or —- lorer year, leaving a consldor 

n Able surplus in the Treasury after mveting the 
demands of the publi service. 
Mr, President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the 

late Counail | : 
Mr, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of 

Awembly ; 
ladly avail myself of this opportunity of con 

Gentlemen of the 

1 
graibiating you and the people whom you repre. 

| 

! 
| 

45 
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sent, upon the signal success which hax attended 
the efforts made to place this Province in a ered. 
itable condition in connection with the local 
defence of the country, 
The patriotic manner in which the great body 

of the people have responded to the call upon 
them for Militia defll, and the remarkable pros 
press made in acquiring a knowledge of Military 
movements, atfordy the most conclusive evidence 
that this Colony fully appreciatesihe advantages 

(of British connection, and is both willing and 

\ 

| 

able to raise an effective arm in 1's own defence, 
in any vmergency which may arise, 

I have no reason fo doubt that you will make such procision for this important ‘branch of the 
Public Service as will enable your Volunteers 
and Militia to maiutain that prominent position 
among the British American Provinces, which, 
In this respect, they now ocoupy. 
The Importance of consolidating the influence 

and advancing the common progress of the 
three Maritime Provinces, whose interests are 
vo closely identified, has for some time attract: d 
a large share of publio attention, and 1 propose 
to wf rg for your consideration, a proposition, 
in which the cooperation of the Governments 
of New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island 
will be invited, with a view to the union 
of the Provinces under one Government and 
Legislature, 
[The correspondence and negotiations in which 
the Government have been engaged during 
the recess, in reference to a proposed sur vy 
for the Inter-wolonial Railway, will be laid before 
Ol, 

; The traflio on our Railways has steadily ine 
oreased during the past year, and committed as 
Wo now are to these piblle improvements, 1 hope - 
to be able to submit, at an early day, proposal 
for such an extension of the existing lines as may 
render thom more generally utotul and still more 
productive, 

You will be ealled upon to consider the pro. 
wioty of providing an improved mode of transit 
han Re St. Peter's Bay and the Bras D'Or, des 
manded by the increasing business of that segtion 
of the Provines, 
The time, | think, has arrived when increased 

provision should be made, and improved legisla. 
tion adopted for the wider diffusion of Education 
among wil classes of the people, and your tiene 
tion will shortly be invited to. a measure having 
that object in view, 
You will be gratified to learn that great ac. 

tivity has been exhibited throughout the year 
Just closed, in Mining ewterprise, a large nome 
bor of new leases for coal mines having been tae 
kon out, and the yleld of gold being nearly 
double that of the previous year. Amendments 
in the laws relating to these valuable public 
resources, suggested by increased experience, 
will be brought under your notive. In connection 
with this subject ad closely allied to it, you 
will be asked to consider the propriety of authios 
rising a Geologival Survey ot the Province. 

Under the Te islation of last Session, Agri 
oul ural Exhibitions were held in the Eastvrn 
and Western Distriots of the country, and | am 
happy to be able to state, with highly satisfhes 
tory results, Some alterations, however, in the 
existing enactmonts on that subject will be pro- 
posed for your consideration, in the hope that 
still greater stimulus may be given to the culture 
of the soil, the improvement of the stook, vs 
the advancement of the textile manufactures 
the Province, 

per Registration A Bill to provide for the 
of Mirthe, Marvioges and Deaths, a subject of 
very groat importance, will be brought under 
Your notice, 
The correspondence between the Tmperial 

Government: and this Colony res weting the 
duo investigation et-Ship-wrocks ta log place 
on the coasts of this Province, will be laid bes 
fore you with a measure providing for maratime 
Courts of In quiry, x. 
Our grateful thanks are due to Almighty God 

tor the continued peace and prosperity we have 
enjoyed during the past year, marked as it has 
boon by an abundant harvest, & successful fish 
ery, an expanding trade, and the increased de 
velopemunt of our great mineral resources, 
The people's representatives then retired to 

the House of Asombly, and, after the grand 
array of military and volunteer officers had 
withdrawn, the ladies and gentlemen present 
soon followed to the northern end of the Pro. 
vinoe Building, there to use the privilege granted 
on the frst day of every session, that of sur. 
rounding thy red benches, and filling the lobbies 
and galleries, feasting thelr eyes on the Speak. 
ors wig, and getting a general survey of the 
personnel of those sent to make our laws and 
manage our public affairs, 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, 
When the members had 

and his Honor the Speaker had assumed his of 
ficial wig and he arcse and returned thanks 
for the handsome manner in which he had been unanimously called to the high position of pres siding over the deliberations of the House. 1 ho Spoach having been read. 
The lion, Avtorney General moved that Mr. ICD. ya be the Clerk of the House. 
Ibe Hon, Solioltor General seconded the mos tog and Mr. Twining was elected withous ope 

Position, 

Hon, Mr. Johnston then proposed that Mr. 
James Tobin be Assistant Clork. 

Mr, Archibald moved that Mr. Alex.’ James bo the Assistant Clerk, Mr, 8. "oe 
contdul the motion, which belng put ballot, their appeared for Mr. Tobin 3 voles, for Mr, James 14. Mr. Tobin is therefore Assistant 
Clerk. 

resumed their seats, 

TY 


