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A t ) i ‘ans only. No overtures were made to other they not to have known that * a lown to a sentiments adapted to meet the pressure from 
Loe ty. ‘denominations, Nothing was said about them | public work is a gitt ?"— Perhaps, however, without,” He is disposed to estimate at & 
rman mam moo | tL the Bill was brought in, and by that time | the Secretary may wish us to und rstand thut very low value the expression of the people's 

‘all the prepayations, had been made and the every parliamentary loan to a public work is will by remonstrance or petition, fet him 
Presbyterians were ready to occupy the | a gift. It so, L can only say, first, that beware, or he may soon find himself among 
ground, It is sheer evasion to protend to all parliamentary history is against him, as 'the breakers, The people of Nova Scotia are 
answer this by saying that the Hon. Dr. | might be abundantly proved ; and secondly, not to be trifled with, They claim to be 
Tupper, the Hon, Mr, Shannon, and J, W.| that the Legislature of Nova Scotia intended, heard—to be respected—and, if need be, to 
Ritohie Esq. were appointed Governors of [in 1828, to lend, not to give. They had Woe obeyed, They create the House of Assom- 
Dalhousie, each of them representing a sepa- | given twice before and were tired of giving. bly by their choice of its members. If any 
rate denomination. They do not represent| Nothing can be more explicit than their lan. | of these members prefer their private views 
‘the denominations to which they are pro- guage: to the woll-known wishes of their constitu. 
fessedly attached: those denominations were! The marvellous success of the Presbyteri- ents, or despise the * pressure from without,” 
not cousulted on the occasion, and had noth. | an College was trumpeted by the Provincial | they must vot wonder if they have to remain 
ing to do with the appointment, Secretary as a thing to be especially admired. | at home to study the subject more ;erlectly. 
Some of the Presbyterians were desirous | It hagd been established but a few months, 3 M. C. 

of avoiding the danger to which hasty mea-|aad lo! there wero forty regular students, be- 
sures would expose them, and counselled the | sides twenty who were taking courses ot par- ; 
postponcwent of final action till the decision 
of other denominations was known, A mo- 
tion, to that effget was made by the Rev, 
George Christie, 1 believe, at the Synod held 
in Charlottetown last year, but it wus lost on 

'a divicion by 40 to 17. There is the fact, 
however, that seventeen members of the Sy- 
nod, some ol them, it is said, influential men, 
toresaw the trouble that was likely to arise, 
and wished to escape it by the adoption of a- 
fair method of procedure. The upholders 
of the Act did not find it convenient to notice 
this, because it told against them, 

Mr. Tobin wished himself young again, 
that he ght join the classes in Dalhousie 
College, and thus satisly his ardent thirst tor 
learning. A very proper wish, not doubt. 
At any rate it shewed that Mr, Tobin, a 
steady Roman Catholic, felt that he would 
run no risk of losing his faith by mixing with 
the fg rie lads. But why should he ig- 

Mira, April 33nd, 1864. nore St, Mary's? Will the bishop commend 
him for his complimentary allusion to a 
Protestant Institution ? 

Correspondence, The Hon. Mr. Shaonon advanced an argu. 
Ry meot for the College, which, however satisfac. 

tory to his city friends, will scarcely be ad. 
mitted in the country, Ha spoke of it as the 
College of * the middle classes of Halifax, 
and eulogised the professor of Chemistry, by 
whose lectures the young druggists of the oit 
had been already largely benefitted. Gran 
Dalhousie offers great advantages to the 
young men of Halitax, It is an excelent lo- 
cal Institution. Then let Halifax support it. 

The expenditure of £900 a year, public 
money, for the benefit of the * middle classes” 
of the metropolis, and the training of her 
shopmen in these days of retrenchment, is a 
little too bad! 
The Provincial Secretary has made a theo- 

logical discovery, He wishes to prove that 
three different denominations have availed 
themselves of last year's Act, and secured 
Professors in the College, and that this shews 

For the Christian Messenger, 

“THOU ART NEAR, O LORD. 

Psa oxix. 151. 

When streams of mercy from above, 
Fil all thy soul with heavenly love ; 

And “ the voice of the turtle is heard ;" 
"Tis then thy heavenly Shepherd leagls, 
Thy longing soul to dewy meadsy 
And the still waters of this word. 

And when sorrows o'erwhelm thy head ; 
Aud thy hopes, and joys are all fled, 
As thou feclest adversi'y's blast ; 

"Tis then thy Heavenly Father proves, 
Thou ar: a child he loudly loves. tial study, acd the people were to believe 

And will surely receive at the last, that this was tbe remarkable success of a 
new Institution, shewing the favour with 
which it was regarded, aad betokening a bril. 
liant future. But the description wunted an | 
essential element— truth, The speaker omitt. 
ed to state that Truro had migrated to Dal- 
housie. There were forty students at the 
close of the last Term at Truro, there were 
forty students at the beginning of first Term 
at Halifax, The list of their names shows 
clearly who they are and whence thay came. 

In the course of this * great debate” sewo- 
ral of the speakers urged as a fatal objection 
to Mr. Longley's proposal that it would be “a 
breach of faith,” The Bill for the resuseita- 
tion of Dalhousie College, they said, was 
passed last session, aud on the faith of the 

+ manency of the arrangememt FProfessors 
ad been engaged and. the work of instruc- 

tion commenced. Would it be tair and hon- 
ourable to set the whole concern adrift ? ought 
not the Institution to have “a fair trial 7” 

All this is exceedingly specious and plausi- 
ble, but it is rotten to the core, Honourable 
members do not reason in this way when the 
question is one of party-politics, Then the 
ory is, “ To the victors belong to spoils,” and 
it matters not what amount ot inconvenience 
or suffering may be endured hy the poor 
wretch who is placed among the doomed— 
how recently he may hage come into 
sion of his cflice—or whether the law under 
which his office was created has had * a fair 
trial” or not.—It is quite enough that it was 
the work of the other party. The law must be 
repealed, or the officer changed, and there are 
no corpunctious visitings about it, It is well 
understood on all sides, : 

Rat it is maintained that the Dalhousie leg- 
islation was the enactment of a wrong, inas- 
much as it placed a Provinzial Istitution in 
the hands of a sect. How can the wrong be 
remedied but by the repeal of the Act? 
The continuance of the Institution in its pre- 
sent state cannot make the wrong right. The 
longer it continues the more grievous is tho 
wrong. The plea for “a fair trial” is in 
fact the expression of w hope that the people 
will become weary of the agitation and that 
the contention will die out. We shall see, 

Assuredly, the Presbyterians themselves 
would not have been surprised at the repeal 

For the Christian Messenger. 

When from “ windy storm and tempest,” THE ANNIHILATION THEORY. 
Selfwilled thy soul doth seek for rest ; ‘ 

(As to death for ease from throes of pain) 
It is then in earthly cupel, 
By thy Refiner tended well, 
Thy bright'ning he secketh, for thy gain. 

Dear Drother, 

An esteemed brother sent me the other dey 
acopy ofa tract entitled, ** linmortality through 
Jhrist alone, The doctrine safe and salutary. 
By C. F. Hudson,” and requested me to give 
my opinion of it in the C, Messenger. 1 have 
sent to my correspondent the pamphlet en. 
titled, * What will become of the wicked 7" 
judging that he will find in its pages a reply, 
by anticipation, to the principal assertions 
contained in the tract, I will trouble you, 
however, with a remark or two. 

1. The writer is an anunihilationist, holdi 
that the punishment of the wicked will con. 
sist in literal destruction, or ceasing to be; 
and a large portion of the tract is occupied 
by an attewpt to prove that this theory is 
“ Safe and salutary,” or, in other words, that 
it i+ more likely to produce good effects than 
the doctrine ol everlasting punishment, as it 
is generally maintained. Now, this is alto- 
gether beside the mark ; for it is possible to 
hold the truth’itself in unrighteousness, while, 
on the other hand, superstitious fears have 
kept many a man from vices, The 
roper inquiry is, Is the opimion in question 
ounded on scripture testimony, or is it fairly 
deducible from the statements ol the sacred 
writers? If so, we may be assured that it 
is & * doctrine according to godliness.” 

2. The writings of the early christians 
are confidently appealed to, in order to shew 
that they were unacquainted with what are 
commonly arded as orthodox views of 
the subjects discussed, This reference to hu- 
man authority is greatly to be deprecated. 
Knowing as we do that error and corruption 
were introduced into the church even during 
the lives of the Apostles, we are vrepared for 
crudities and oddities, and we find them in 
abundance in the productions of the first un. 
inspired ohristian authors. As witnesses to facts 
we are willing to give them respectful atten- 
tion ; they may furnish truthful accounts of 
the events of their times or of the existing 
usages of the church, But their opindens 
are just their own, and must be judged of ac- 
cording to their merits. 

A Shepherd's or a Father's hand, 
Thus holds thee through this desert land, 
To load or else thy wayward soul chastise : 

Or thy refiner si toth near, 
To sce himself in thee appear, 
That thou at last, may seo him in the skies. 

Liat then this thought thy mind employ, 
Aud fill thy soul with sacred joy, 

In peace and rest, or sorrow, pain and grief. 
That thy Great Friend who died for thee, 
And saves thee through eternity, 

Is ever near to give the wise relief, 
IL 

For the Christian Messenger. 

THE GREAT DEBATE. 

No. IL 

THE CURIOAITIES THEREOP, 

It was a curious debate, in many cots, 
Among the curiosities may be weuntioned 

the differences between the members of the 
government, The Provincial Secretary was 
sn out-and-out supporter of Dalhousie, ahd 
defended the whole manmuvre through thick 
and thin ; he even went so fur as to maintain 
that the Act ol last session was very delib- 
erutoly carried through the House, and re. 
ceived a fair share of attention, The Attor. 
uoy General,on the other hand asserted the cou- 
trary, and both he and the Finauclal Secretary 
expressed their regrot that the Act had found | the great benefit and value ot the enactment. 
its way into the Statute Book. —The Hon. Mr, lis three denominations are—the Preshy. 
Shannon declared that Dalhousie College [terian Church of Nova Scotia, the Free 
did not belongto the Province ; the Attorney [ Church, and the Church of Scotland. We 
General proved that it did,~The Provincial | have been acoustomed to think that these re- 
Secretary was lodignant at the insolence of | ligious bodies, adopting, and using the same 
the Pross—meaning thereby those papers | Confession of Faith and the same Catechism, 
which wore lostile to the Aot :—but the At {and practising thesame mode of church govern- 
toruey General acknowledged the ability with 
which the discussion was conducted, und the 
rospectiul attention which the Press should 
receive. The government did nok, certainly 
present the appearance of a united family, 

[¢ is noticeable, too, that the main facts, 
as stated by Mr, Longley in his flest ‘ 
could not be got rid of. Neither the elo. 
quence of one man nor the special pleading 
of another availed any thing in the matter, 
There are the Incts. They are undeniable, 
A Provincial ow bas become a Presby- 
terian College, and Dalhousie is denomina. 
tionalized. 

It a skilful debater perceives that his ad. 
versary has some strong points, he will either 
evade them altogether or affect to 
them as of trifling importance. It is curious | 
to observe how oucningly this policy was 

+ Pond ae ' maintained in the * 
Much has been said about the liberality of 

tho a eats. Dalhousie College is ree 
to wil! Kvery denomination is welcome ! 
lot them all establish Professorships, and 
thus coostitute it a Provincial University ! 
Sat speciul care was iaken to keep this out 
of wight till the contmot between the Gov. 
eruors of the Coll tho Presbyterians 
was completed. The re 
with the Presbyterians, end with Presbylert 

speech, | as there is between Methodists, 

vernors negotiated | bui 

went, are virtually one, and that the word 
“Presbyterian” covers all, Ln fact,two of them 
have actually united, the d tion ** Free 
Church” being now disused, But theProvie- 
oial Secretary assures us that there is as much 
difference between these Presbyterian sections 

Episcopalians, 
aud Baptists. This is absolutely astounding, 
Arminianism and Calvinism, we have always 
thought, are * wide as the poles asunder.” 
The wmonarchical and democratic modes of 

vernment coun hava bat little in common. 
at the Secretary declares that these differ 

ences. are but parallel to those existing be- 
tween three bodies of religionists—all Pros. 
byterians, a. Calvinis's! Verily, the spirit 
of partisanship'is mighty, 
There is another discovery, The Provin- 

cial Secretary anpounces that a loan isa gilt ! 
There are plenty of borrowers in the world 
who will thankfully acoept the definition, and 
anxiously look for its t by the 
courts of law, But the Secretary qualifies 
his assertion, Not every loan~zbut * a loan 
to & public work is a gift to all intents and 

" Tt that be true, the creditors of 

have lent us a million of money to 
d our | Do they expect to get 

it again? Biwplelons as they are! Ought 

v 

ova Scotia must look out for themselves. | 

of the Act. They hesitated long before they 
finally resolved to take action on it, both be. 
cause there was a division among themselves, 
and because, they saw that a storm was gather- 
ing which might sweep the whole away. Up 
toa late date the studewts did not know whether 
they might not be required to return to Truro. 
It was sagaciously ordered other wise, that the 
plea of possession wight be put inand the un- 
righteousness of ejectmient become a theme 
for declamation. e ground was felt to be 
inscoure, and the probability of buing warned 
off war anticipated ; but it, was deemed the 
more prudent course to occupy it, that thore 
might be an effective outery aginst expul- 
sion and d ion. 
Had Mr, Longley's resoc'utions been car- 

ried the Presbyterians wight have dove what 
they muy perhaps be brought to see is the 
best thing now to do. They have it in their 
power to found an Institation of their-own, 
sustained by their own funds and mane 
exclusively by themselves, 
lean on Dalhousie ? 

There is one more curiosity in the ** great 
debate,” to which the attention of your rea. 
orog A callegy The Provincial Secre. 
tary defies do opinion. He tells the 
members of the House of Assembly that their 

Why should they 
- 

actiothy dre not to be * moulded” mor * their 

% 

8. It is stated that “ for a full contury af- 
ter the death of Christ we find no proof that 
the early christians held any immo: tality out 
of Christ, or any dootrine of eternal mw sey ;" 
and Clement of Rome, Igoatiue, Polyoarp, 
and the authdrs sof the kistle nsoribed. te 
Barnabas and of the Shepherd of Hermas are 
mentioned as men never speaking of the lost 
« us suffering lor ever,” The answer is two- 
fold t==1. There were no systematic treatises 
on theology in those days. [tisthereloreim- 
possible to detail correctly and fully the seati- 
ments entertained on wany subjects because : 
they do not happen to be referred to. 2. With 
regard to the point in hand the assertion may 
bo met by u direct contradiction. There are 

ages in tho writings adverted to which 
olearly express the views now generally held 
among us. See Helele's Patrum Apesteli. 
corum Opera, pp. 140, 166, 316, 381, 

4. Kerors are often found in clusters. He 
ged | who denies the divinity of Christ doales.al. 

#0 the doctrine of divine influence, and kin. 
dred truths, An imperfect sod partial view 
of human Spent lies at the foundation of 
various h es. 1 do not wonder, therefore, 
that the author of the tract before we is dis- 
satisfied with the expression— ** desperatel 
wicked" as applied to the hemanubeert. 
He says that * we might render the phrase, 


