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Correspondence.

For the Christian Messonger.
THE GREAT DEBATE.

No. I,
AN ADSTRACT WITH EXTRACTS,

Leall it “ The Great Debate,” partly on
account of ite longth, but chiefly beoause of
the prineiples involved and the interest excit.
ed on the occasion, It will be found that
this was no temporary excitemont, The ques-
tion is not yet settled. Tho agitation is only
begun. It will be resumed with augmented
vigour and persovered intill a prosperous issue

ged in this
contest are not of tho fickle or fearful olass,

Fully convinced of the justnoss of their
claims they mean to continue to press them
on the attention of the Legislature, #nd to
evoke the expression of public opinion by the
cmployment of such moasures as may tend to
arouse discontent and indignation, and even.
tually to destroy the wsecturian monopoly,
Lot that be clearly understcod. OQur motto
is * No surrender,” .
Forty-nine petitions were ‘pmontod to the
Legislature during the session, They were
sent from the tollowing places e
Rridgetown and Anvapolis. Port Wil
liams and Chutes Cove, ckville, Halifax
Co. Little River aud Leioester, Mahone
Bay., Kentville and New Minos, Lower
Horton. Hantsport, Truro, (two). Bar.
rington. Great Village. DS?( Township,
Gasperosux. Onslow Township, Antigo-
pishe. DBrookfiold and Forest Glen, ‘Boaver
River, Bt. Mary's, Guysboro Co, Brook.
field, Caledonia, Kempt, Lslands.

Sable River, Shelburne Co, :rborou fh
Hants County, Lower Aylesford, Albion
Mines. Lake George, Deerfield, Bri
water,  Wolfville, West Corawallis,® Digby
Neck, Liverpool, Milton, Queens Qounty,
Canuing, Cornwallis, Kast Cornwallis, Mor.
ris Town. Niotaux and South Wilmet,
Middleton and Wilmot, Weymouth, Low.
er Granville, New Albany, Springfield amd
Dalbousie. Windsor, Lunenburg and La
Have. Westport, Aylestord, Mire and:
Cow Bay C. B, Now Germany, Kempt
and Black Rook,

There was also o petition from the Gover
uors of Aoadia College. The prayer of the
petitions was thus exprossed 1=

“Your Petitionors, therefore, pray your
Honorable House to take these premises into
consideration, and to amend the said Act, so
that it mn{ not operate to the disadvanta
of any religious boﬁy or publio Lustitution in
this Province,

“ And your Potitioners further roquest that
your Honorable House will demand payment
of the debt due by the Governors of Dal'iou-
sie College, und appropriate the funds thence
urising, or the intercst of the same, in fur-
therance of Kdgeation, in counection with the
U.ollc‘hto Lustitutions existing in the Pro.
vince,” '

On the 28ed of March the subject was
:‘r:.u.ht b?toro the House by Mr. Lowavrsy,

' gentieman’s specch was o way wors
thy of the occasion, Ho nmooiuyot and
olear nocount of Dalhousie Ooll‘s.dmolng

its history from the inning, well

st considerable lon‘tl:oa.n n:‘ needtul, on li:s
negotiations whioh issued in pl the Col.
lege in the hands of the Presh He

showed the injustice and unfairness of that
arrangement, and coneluded by moving that :

“1 The Act passed gt the last session 81 this
liegislature, entitled, * An Act for the regula.
tlo:' m ort o: I)‘";o:o'ln Odd.' W be re
pealed,and the College with its endowments and
tunds be otherwise ug;roprinod.

2. That there be required from the Govern-
ors ‘of Dalbousie College the payment of the
£5,000 loaned from the Provi Cheat,
ably with the condition upon which Ildm

was made.”
Tho Provixciar Seonerany followed. His

cech was lengthy, elaborate, carefull
bareds and somswbes dolne. s peohits

at the outset to be embarrassed by the ocon-

sideration that bo was about to take a position [of the whole on the state of edueation in the |

whioh would place Lim in antagonism to many
yed ool Bl VIV
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. | denominations to share with them ; that Pro.

honourable gentloman found himselt quite at!
home on Presbyterian ground. His objoot
was to show that the whole affair was con.
duoted in an open, public manner, with né
wish for secrecy or concoalment ; that the do-
sign of the Presbyterians was to invite other

fessors had been brought from other countries
and that it zould be a breach of faith to re-

poal the Aok, He concluded in the following
manner :—

“ Sir, the hon, momber for Annapolis has in-
timated that this agitation against Dalhousie
College will bo continued wuntil its walls are
razed to their foundations, and that those who
endoavour to sustain it will be buried bencath
their ruins, Lot me tel! him, sir, that, attached
as | am to the great party with which I am con.
nectod——possessing, as | may confess | do, some
foundness for publio life, 1 would inﬂniul{ tn-
for the fate which he threatens to the highest
post my country can offer, if it must be pur-
chasod by an act so unpatriotic, so unjust, as
tlu; resultion which he has moved would in-
volve.”

Tur Arrornky GeNEnArn said that  he
found himsell placed in the most painful position
in which a man could be situated—that of being
compelled to give a vote contrary to all his in-
clinations and all his feelings, and all bis inter-
ests. It would be to him one of the most heart-
felt gratifications imaginable if he could be for
& moment emancipated and enabled to take the
side of his hon friend and colleague, (Mr. LonE-
ley,) and deal with the question as he thought
it ought to be dealt with. He was, however,
compelled by the action of the House at its last
session to op the motion of his houn. triend,
because he did not see how it could be carried

without involving consequences of a most serious
nature.”

He regrotted oxtrovfoly that this ocontro-
vorsy had * unhappily grown up.” In former
years he had fought the battle of denomina-
tional Uolleges, and he wal * proud to look
at the results” ot that oconfliet, It he bad
supposed that the Aot of last session would
bo regarded with such dissatisfaction he would
have resisted it, or endeavoured to make it
innocuous by amendments ; but it was hurried
through the House very quickly aud did not
receive tho consideration that was due to it,
“ It was introduced, little or nothing was said

about it, and it fually as ove of the
most insignificent measures, It in fact
without bis knowledge, for he intended

waking some amendments, but when he en-
quired for it, he found that it had actuall
gone through, Ho was very sorry that so
wuch feeling had been excited but * now, the
thing was done——in fact consummated, and
any other course than that he telt obliged to
tuke would be inconsistent with the very fun.
damental principles ol logislation as well say
Justice,”

Mr. Ancurrawp made a fow remarks, but
vobody could hear him,

Alr. Tomiy said * ditte” to the Provineial
Secretary and the Attorney Genoral about
the ** breach of faith” which would be eom-
witted if the Act were repealed.

Mr, Biuy that the Council of Publio Iu.
pstruction should take up the case.

The debate was then adjourned. [t was
resuwed on the 20th of March, '

Du, Hamiuron observed that Dalhousie
College bel to the Provinee, and that
theretore the House full authorit
to legislate upon it. Denominational Oo{-
leges were protorred in this oountry, and had

ved highly sucoessiul. The petitions that
m been prusented shewed that the people
were desirous of preserving their own lnsti.
tutions, and that they lained of the po-
sition given to Dalhousie s inoovsis-
tent with impartiality. Those petitioners, he
maiutained, ought to be treated with respeot.
Lt they were not, he feared that serious con-
sequences would evsue. He coneluded by

moviog in amendment 0 the metion of the
Hon, Provincia! Seoretary, * that Dalhousie
College with one-fifth of ita revenucs be giv-

en to the Presbyterian bodies and the re-
maining four-filths of the funds held by the
Governors be equally divided between the

iscopalians, the Ba the Wosle
:hh Roman X o4

. (The Provincial Secretary had moved in
awendment
the, House resolve itselt into a Commitiee
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y | Presbyterian in itscharacter,

to Mr. Lougley's resolutions, thet |

Hu“m m-ﬂﬂhmup

Alumous of Kiog's Oollege aud & governor

;)f Dalbou.do;‘t.hu though « his aﬂ'oo(ions-
might linger around the halls” of the former,

“ ho was nover an advooate of denominational |

Colloges,” He thought that * gross misre-
presentation” had been praciised in gettin
up the petitions, In his opinion, Dalhousie
College did not belong"to tko Provinoe, but
to the Governors, * For forty long years it
had stood a disgraco, doing nothing, perfeotly
uscless ;" and * he saw with regret the at-
tompt that was being made to destroy it at
tho mowent there was a prospect of its
being put in order,” He adverted to the
various efforts that had been made in former
years, but fraitlossly, to get it into operation,
80 that at length it “died out.” He felt
reatly interested in the present rovival of
tho Colloge. The students and Professors
had come down from Truro, and eminent gon.
tlemen had been obtained from Canada, one
of whom * was already doing a great deal of
good in the way of teaching the young
men in the various drug stores, that most
useful of selences — Chemistry,” It appeared
to him that the opposition sprung from a
spirit of revenge, excited by the rejection of

r. Crawloy in 1888, He illastrated this
remark by refercnce to a fact in Venetian his-
tory jandasked whethera vindiotive feeling did
not still * burn in these who would now see
Dalhouse a heep ot ruins

The Arronxey Grnerar exprossed his en-
tire dissent from these observations. Dal.
housie College did not belong to the Govern-
ors ; they were only trustecs, The fund b
which it was established was placed in the
hands of the Earl of Dalbousie * solely for
benefit of the people of Nova Scotia, and the

urpose for which it was to Le used was the
“ducation of the people. The Earl of Dal.
housie was nothing more than the instrument
through which this bonefit was to flow into
the I’rovinoe of Nova Sootia,

He repelled the insinuation that there was
any viodietive feeling in the matter, My,
Shanoon should * bear in mind that he must
deal with this subjeot fairly—that there were
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denominations should unite in ost iblishing a
Provincial University.

The Provinciaw Sscrerany delivered ano
ther long specch, He had listened in vain
g | for any somblance of argument on the other

side. Instead of argument he had heard
threats and insinuntions. Inssolent language
had been used by the Press. But the mem.
bers of that House (and he expatiated largely
on their excellent qualities—they were the
1very elite of the merchants, the farmers, the

lawyers, and the physicians of the Province!)
would not be influenced by such attompts, nor
would their measures be moulded by any pres-
sure from without,

He complimented Mr, Tobin on the “ liberal
and patriotic sentiments” uttered by him.
They were creditable to the denomination to
to which he belonged and to the constituenay
which he ropresented.

Ho acknowledged that the denominational
Colleges had been very useful ; but he wished
to see all the denominations united in sup.

orting Dalbousie, and thus advancing the
lnterests of education throughout the Pro-
vince,

The potitions, ho observed, had emanated
to a large extent from the Baptist denowmina-
tion. He regretted this, and he regretted it
the mord * because that denomination—with-
in whoso palo he had beeu born and educated
—had always stood in the vanguard of edu.
cation, and had from the personal saorifioes it
bad endured in the maintenance of its educa-

y | tional Institutions, won the admiration and

esteem of all, He had too much respect for
the honourable character of the men connect-
ed with the Educational establishwments of

Province to associate them with the resolution
of the member for Kings, or to imagine that
they would be parties to an act of spoliation,
and then be participators in the spoil,”

He endeavoured to prove that the Presby-
terians ** were not moivinq an unduve pro.
portion of the public funds ;" and he thought
that the very best thing that could be done

important interests and prejudices that wero{ would be for the Baptists, and Methodists,

largoly at stake in the matter,

Vari.
ous denomivations in the country believed

that in the appropriation of the funds in

uostion an injustios had been done thom—
that whiist Dalhousie was called Provinoial it
was in reality sootarian—that it was large!
He (Mr, Shan-
non) should remember that not only the Bap-
tists, but the ministors of his own denomina.
tin, the Wesloyans, were warmly interested

in this debate, The Wesleyan nowspaper

took the same view as did the petitioners,
and condomned the legislation of last year
with great ability, His hon, friend should
feol that there was no little reason for the
sontimont that bad grown up,” At the same
time be would not cousent to disturb the logis-
lation of last yeur, and he closed by * ex.

prossing his belief that the several co lugiate

iostitutions of the country need mot fear the

re-cstablishment of Dulhousie, He was of
opiuion that thoy had their own separate and
proper work t do—and that was more par-
ticularly to afford facilities for education to
those large musses of our youth in the coun-
try who could not be brought to attend a Col.
Io.;ln the metropolis,"

r. ARCUIBALD protested against the as.
sumption that Dalbsusie is now o Presbyteri-
an lostitution, Many of the Proshyterians
he said, preterred & denominatioual College,
and were theretore to the removal
from Traro. For his own part, he was of
opinion that it would be tar batter to concen-
trato the funds of u small Province on one
[ustitution than to divide them among seve-
ral. He hoped that Dalbousie would succeed
inthe cud. He would re any interfer.
once with the Act of last sessior as a breach
of faith,

The Fivavorar Sronerany thought that
the Aot of last session ought not to have been
Lhniu the Statute Book ; but being there,

could not consent to its romoval.. Those
who now had charge of the interests of Dul-

Mr., Panxm cquu nm wh
this raised agaiost I
E.:z-rhlbmdlh “about the

portance of & union of the Colomies. Tt

and others, to dombine their resources aand
build up Dalhousie,

Mr, Caurcuiiu said that aoy attempt to
make Dalbhousie & universal Institute would
be a failure : It would be better to divide its

Y |tunds among the existing educational institu-

tions of the country.

Mr. Lonavney addressed the House in re ply.
His speech was at onoe temperate, firm, and
toroibg:.“ He observed that the main objeo-
tion to the Aot of last session was that it

laced the Presbyterians in a position which
rnvolnd injustice to other denominations,
He showed that the agitation on this subjeet
was shared in by all the other denominations,
and that it was utterly unreasonable to expect
that they would fomio their own Lustitutions
for the sake of Dalhousie.

“We have been told,” Mr. Longley said,
* that we have on the table a number of peti-
sions to which are attached the names of men
who do not understand the question. I admit
there may be many of ghem who do not appre-
ciate it in all its relations, but if they did fully
understand it their feelings would be only the
more excited, and instead of forty petitions
there would be double the number bore. 1am
psatisfied that if the matter is allowed to remain
open, when we all meet here again next winter,
there will be ten petitions where there'is now

'| one... But we have been 10ld again and in

that The men who are agitating this question,
and are interested in the action of the House,
are incompetent to consider it in all ity ag
I venture 10 say that there are men con
with Kiog's Co_{l
a8 competent as t who are now
with, and labouriog within Dalhousie College,
and 1 say this without any wish to disparage
them in any respect what
are among those who take tho deepest interest
in this question. 1 go further and I taks-the
liberty of reminding the Provincial Secretary
that there is a name attached to one of the pe-
titions Which at least Ae would be inclined to
respoct, and the circumstance of its being ap-
rended L 10 some uxtent to influenge bim
om a to one at least of these doou-
ments the expressions which be bas ven.
tured to make uwse of on the present oocasion.
That man, 1 believe, is as competent to form a
Just opinion, though he may not have
t o ar 3 “m. in
to ucation as conneocted
with ri:mc of the countny, and s well
prepared to say what are the sentiments of his
own denomination, as the learned Provincial

this and the other denominations of the

nected
ege, with Sackville, and Acadia .

ever. Yet these men
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