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Nor feel the hands of love that press me,
Nor the heart where love's soft bands are

“ Bo would 7 die!
Al bliss, without a parg to cloud i¢;
All joy, without & pain to shroud it
Not slain, but caughbt up as it were,
To meet my Saviour in the air:

8o would [ die!
Oh, bow bright were the réalms of light
Bursting ot onceupon my sight!

Even so 1 long to go:
These parting bours, bow sad and elow!”

Y

His volee grew faint, and fixed his eye,
Ax it gaziog on vislons of ecstary;
The bue of bis cheeks and lips decayed,
Arcund bis mouth a sweet smile played.
They losk'd—he wus dead!
His spirit bad fled,
Painless and swift as his own desire;
His soul undress'd
From ber mortal vest,
Had stepp'a into her car of heavenly fire,
And prove’d how bright
Were the realms of light,
Bursting at ence upon the sight.

For the Christian Messenger.

NOTES OF A TOUR.
No. 1V,

Dzar BrotHER,—

In my last I gave sgme information respect.
ing the First Baptist Church in this city, 1
may vow add, ithat brother Alexander, the
Pastor, commenced his labours there in Feb-
ruary, 1863, Since thut time, 51 bave veen

sdded by baptism, and 47 by letier ; total, 98.4 sior prospect of scenery of the finest charac.

The decrcase, by death, dismission, &e., has
amounted to 14 ; clear increase, %4,

The first Baptist Church is a working
churck, Besides their own Sunday School,
numbering 175 children, they have (wo other
Schools, at their Mission stations, containing
156 more. The pustor devotes particular at-
tention to the young men of his church aund
congregation, und finds them a baud of will-
ing ugents, ready for any christian enterprise
which he may sugge:t,

There is a society to which the appellation
“ Second Church” is given in the City Diree.

> tory, but which bas not united with the As
. sociation. Certain cissatisfied ones withdrew

from the First Church & few years“ago, and

carry on worship by themselves, under the ’

superintendance of Mr. Thomae MeGinn. It
is said by some that they ure inclived to hy-
g:r-cul\‘iu'ulic views ; by others, to' Bcotch
aplist peculiarities,

lymouth Brethrenism has done its sepa-
rating work bere, as well as in wany other
places, beginning with an outery agaiost
sects and parties, and cuding.by forming
Dew shot ;—inveighing against restrieted com-
munion, and then refusing fellowship to so-
cieties or individuals of their own cast, if the
bappen to deviate from the common -undur({.
~=lor they Aave a standard, alter all, notwith.
standing pretences to the contrary, I am
toid that there ure half a dozen socicties o
these * Drethren' at Kingston, each standing
firm to its own separste communion and re-
pel'ing all the rest,

Oune of the Montreal societies is called
“The Christian Assembly.” Mr. Boynes
Bursar of McGill Collage, and Mr. Duncan
Bell are the leading spirits, They occupy
Nordheimer's Hull, a large building, much used
for concerts and public exhibitions. . They
meet by themselves on Lord'y duy wornings,
for mutual edification and the observaned of
the Lord's supper, and invite the publio to
attend an evening service, when Mr. Hayoes
preaches. His discourses are reported to Yo
thorcughly evangelical and useful,

The other society is much smaller, con.
sistirg chiefly of u few Buptists, whose pre.
ference ol open communion leads them to
meet together in a private howse, nlso for
conference and the communion, and thus to
deprive themselves of the bpportunity of unit.
ing with their brethren for the purposes con-
templated by church organization, accordin

regretted that these friends should becthus
lost to the Baptist cause in this city, Their
co-operation with their brethren would ma-

terially aid that cause, and their usefuloess
would be greatly increased by their ceasing to |

stand aloof,

The Ottawa Association, with which the
Montreal church is connccted, beld its Anni- | charséteristics of his minist:
versury on the 15th and 16th of June last, | which was that,
It comprises fiftecn churches. The following | preached.” This feature,
is an abstract of thostatistics :—baptized, 172; | one which he intended to be continued by his
by lettor, 04 ; restored, 2 ; dismissed, 36;‘diwiplcu to the end of time,
died, 8; excluded, b ; withdrawn, 4, clear

increase, 170, being on average of nearly 12 | dircet attem t to provide for * the poor” as a
to each church, or 12 per cent on the 1088 | class would {: l 8 i

membership, I wish that the reports of the
Nova Beotia Associations had been equally

favourable,

The week before last & party of us went

to Ottawa, the future capitel of Cunada.

The mode of tfavelling to that place is di- | stances of

versified. We went by railroad to Lachine ' house of God sppropriated to their use, by | denomi i of the West
~—nive miles ;—then by the steamer Pn'nce"denonulu‘ the ';&wﬂyotc_n, and demndin: SAARIHR  Sane  Wesers parts

g 0l God and set according to its teachings,—
to the New Tegtament. It is much to bhe
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lof Wales to Carillon ;=fithep by rail, twelve that a portion or'the whele of the seats in
Nor the frame with mortal terrors cbshin‘b.' X l
caking

'miles, to Grenvil'e ;=then by the Steamer
| Queen Victoria to Ottawa, - The whele dis-
tance is 120 miles, and the trarsit usually oe.
¢upies ten bours, - Ottawa isa city of 16,000

inhabitants, but Jooks more like a large

|straggling village than a city. The parlia-

'mentary and governmental buildings are
rapidly approaching complction, They are
constructed on a scale ¢f great magnificence,
‘and will ccst about five millicns of dollars,
| There are three buildings. The ccntral one, |
'coutaining the halls for both branches of the
legislature, and rooms for their cfficers and

'committees, is 472 feet in length, The tewer

will be 190 feet bigh, There is a separate
building for the Libiary, circular in form, !
U0 feet in diameter, and joincd by a corridor |
to the Picture Gallery.” The other buildings

| will furpish accommodation—the one for the

Executive Council, the law cffices, the finan- |
cial and agricultural departments—ihe other
for the Post Office, the r}ond of Works, and |
Crown Lands Commissioner, The walls are/
of Canadian stone, the facings being of Pots. |
dam sand stone, and the arches of the win.
dows of red stune from Ohio. The pillars|
supportiug the galleries and roof of the legis. |
lative halls are of Arnprior (Canada) marble,
elegant in construction and beautifully pol-
ished. The buildings are fire-proof, and the
arrangements for heating and ventilation are |
said to be very complete, The plateau on
which they are erected commands an exten-

ter,

Last week | went to the SBaguenay, This
was a very interesting trip. The river Sa-
guenay fulls into the St, Lawrence about 150
miles Kast of Quebee, The banks are gene.
rally high and precipitous, We went as far
as Halla! Bay, about 60 miles from the
mouth of the river., The day was fine, the
otmosphere clear, and the passengers, our-

now lovely, now grand, which were presented
10 us as we stcamed along,  One spot, Trini
ty Buy, was especially interesting, The rocke
at its two extremitics sre named, the one,
“ Eternity,” and the other * Trinity,” The
latter is s0 called because it seems to be com-
yosed of three portions resting on one another.
I'hese rocks or capes are respectively 1¥00
aud 1500 feet high, and rise perpendicular-
ly out of the water,

But I must close, 1 cavnot finish, how-
ever, without expressing my satisfaction with
the mauner in which the Dalbousie question
was met at our Associations, and at the meet«
ing of the Methodist Conference. Qur un-
animity, and the hearty co-operation of our
Methodist friends cannot but be productive
of gued-cficets in certain quarters.

' Yours truly,
J. M, Cranr,

Montreal, Aug. 2, 1864,

Chrshan FHessenger.
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Pews, Frec«sents, &c., in the House
of God.

The arrangements of the present day re.
specting the worrkip of God and the preach.
ing of the Gospel, unless supylemented by a
readiness to aflord ucec mmodation to strangers
and cosual hearers, are very liable to a charge
of exclusiviem and sclfishness, Each de.
nominution thut up in its own place, and little
or no eflort made to bring in those who are
indifferent, ard to press the claims of God upon
them, the very opporité of the christain spirit
may te unintentionally taught. Instead of a
large-hearted benevolence, ruch as that of our
Lord and Master, & narrow bigotry may be
| rupposed to animate thore who take the \{’ord

i

dariiig to think for themsclves and be govern.
ed by their convietions, There is doubtless
some grourd for ruch sn impression where no
ffort s put forth by proféssing christians to
make others feel that they are welcome to
;:ome snd participate in our religious privi.
(.'gl".

Christ gave to John's disciples several
y, the ¢'imax ol
“ 1o the poor the gospel in
We presume, was

There is some
dificulty, however, in carrying this out. An

¢ resented by them, and in many
cases would raise & barrier rather than pre-
sent an inducement to their regular attendance,

Some parties atiempt to provide a remed
for this difficulty, and meet the objcetion of
there being any exclusivicm in the circum-
reons having certain places in the

telves included, enjoyed greatly the views,|
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churches should be free, as if the announce-
ment of frce sests were syncmymous with a
free gospel ; “ Withcut money, ard without
price” being pervertcd fram ite proper appli
cationreep cting the way inwhich Ged bestows
the blessings of his grace, to that of encourag.
ing a parsimonicus rpirit, snd eppealing to
men’s niggerdlincss aud cupidity for the pur.
pore of rceuring a Jurger mcurure of* popus
larity, )

The pew system, os it is colled, moy have

varicus mcdificaticns and gredaticns, frem
that of the strictest self indvigence to that of
the most considerate attention to others, and
the manilestaticn of christion kinduess in giv.
ing. invitutione to those who weuld not otber.
wite be in attendance st publie worship,  lwv
many places it is more convenient to buve the
pews or eitiirgs held at a certain regular
charge upon those who occupy them, than to
leave every individual 1o choose what sent he
will occupy, and yet contribute towards the
neccsenry expenses, or withbold any contribu.
tion, as he thinks proper. We do not think
that ebolishing of pews in places of worship
and mukiog scme or all ol thé scats free, ne-
cestarily drives away exclusivism, or ensures
courteous attertion tostrangers, Even where
this is done the places that sre usually oc
pied by certain individuals and fomiiies ecme
to be considered os appropriated to them, as
wuch us it under lock und key, so that, just
as under other arrangements, thore seats onl
which are occtu;itd by trarscient heurers are
really free.  We bave ro desire 1o interfere
with theinternal arrangements of the churches,
as we believe that vo system will supply the
place of christiun Kinduess snd personal at.
tention to the comiort of occasional worehip.
pers.
The duty of attending to the wishes of
strangers snd a resdiness to find places for
them, is, we believe, tco olten neglected by
christian churches and peoj le, under the im-
pression that one or two who may tuke upon
themselves thie special churge, are quite
suficient for the purpose. This we think
u great mistake; the benefit of such cour-
tesy is lost by all the others when such
feeling prevuils, A kind offer of a scat in o
place of won-hir on the Lord’s Duy, or an in.
vitation to the Prayer Meeting or week even-
ing service would convey, perbups better than
any thing elee, the love felt by Christinns for
the carclesp und indifferent, and would proba.
bly do them more good than a year's ordinary
stiendance without such indications of regard,
Jhristians always on the alert to do good,
will be diligent in this as well ss other duties.
Merely assisting to pay .the minister who
preaches the gospel, and giving of our meney
to sustain the worship of God mry be as well
performcd by wicked men as by Christians,
but wherg a desire is felt for saving the souls
of men the actions should be scmewhat in har
mony with such desirs,  This too might often
sflord un opportunity of making enquiry of
strunge 8 end of dropping a wérd which might
convey lasting gocd to them,

There thoughts bave been suggested by
reading the foilowing article in one of our
cxchanges :— _

HuNTIxG vor A SeaT.—We know a gentle-
man who has on Sunday alternoons Leen taking
walks gbaut Zion in New York, for the purpose
of making observations, and he is prepared to
make a few notes about pews. 1. All the

churches outside the Methodist Episcopal that be
has entered are pewed, unless Triniy be an ex-
ception. +Even & Catholic church he entered
be tound pewed, the pew doors locked, and the
keys not at hand, This struck bim as a great
novelty. He has worshipped in  Catholic
churches in the Old World, and always tound
them free. 2. He has generally succeeded in
getting a seat, though not often without being
rubjected to much waiting and some mortifica:
tion. 8. The churches in which he feund the
greatest difliculty were those in which there
was the largest account of “ empty bo: es” and
the poorest preachers, 4. Ap & genersl rule
the beterodox churches offer the stranger the
most cordial  welcowme, 5. The Episcopal
churches give the least cordial one. In one of
them on Fifth Avenve he tried three timesto
get a seat. One thing . has particularly sur.
prised  him, a stranger may stand Ul the
sacristan,is ready to find him a place, while
gentleman afier gentleman passes to his seat,
each eycing him, as if 1o say, * What business
baye you Lere ™ On only one occasion bas a
pew-holder invited him 1o a seat, and that was
at Dr. Spring's (Presbyterian) He mentions
it a8 & pleasant cpliode in bis church explora-
tions. On only one occasion did a pew holder
say to him, as he left the church, * Come again ;
you will find my pew open.” This is another

Y | pleasant incident; it occurred at Dr. Dowling's,

(Baptist,)
We have received s Boston paper, ** The
Weorld's Crisis and Second Advent Messen.

y | ger” contnining » letter entitled ** Proviugial

Report,” dated Halifax, July 1, 1864, and
signed ) » Kdwin Buroham,” giving the
writer's estimate of the people of different

N\

"w
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5
i

of this proviace,

August 10, 1864,

1 At first nght‘ ;’o‘thougl;t.» ofhcopying the

whole letter into our columns, witl cut note
or ccoment, thinking its disgueting levity
would tcll its own tale; but as that couree
wight be misconstrued, by scme, into an cn-
dorecment of its statcments, we rcconsidered
the mutter avd thovght it might be better,
ond more in sccordance with cur own feel-
inge, to give the writer a revere me— lettin

ulone, As, however, that might alio be mis.
understocd and churged to indifference to.

wards cur brethren, und the erédit of Nova

Seotiaps generally, we concluded to give our
1eaderi just a specimen of the syle und cha-
racter of this gentlemun's writing, and inform
thcm Yhat he is known only os he terms him-
eclf, o8 an * Independent Evangelist,” and
therefore the ercdit cr otherwise of bis say-
ings aud doings belongs to himeelf, We are
forry fo find one professing 1o be & minister
of the Gorpel ready to ndopt such means ds
he oppears to have done to prcpagate his
sentiments,

After telling his readers: “ 8o far my tour
ivto the Provivecs bas been a succers,” he
soys: * The peoplein this whole region, from
Dighy to Goat Islund, sre decidedly, with a
few good exceptions, the most mean, ignorant,
savoge, rort of people 1 ever fell in with,
From Dighy I went up to Smith's Ceve and
preached one evening to a tolerablo congre.
gation,  There is bigotry wnd  stinginess
cnough here, At one pluce where I stopped

y|1 ueked the lady it 1 could have some milk

fcr breskiast, She raid “ Yes you can but
we have pigs and culves to feed ! Go it pigs
and calves,”

Alter luboring at Fmith’s Cove * two Sun.
doys and severnl doys,” Mr, B, says, * The
B ptists got mad at the doetrine of God !
“The pcor Adventists got awlolly scolded
for not coming in to help,” &e. * The Me-
thodists were fcarfully mad that the Bap-
tists were likely to prosper. The Epis.
copal Churchmen looked sour, bitter, and kept
‘glum.”  Church members 10!d foolish lies
and bigger fools believed them,” Finally”
he says, * The pot boiled =0 hard that the
cover had 10 be rcmoved, and 1 hopped out
into the * Advent Tubernacle’ where f preache
ed rome days, &e."”

“ From Bcar River I went to Goat Island
und saw some good people, but the most of
them ure a stupid class, I had a meeting ap-
pointed one day at three o'clock, and the
eople kept stringing in until four ; of courte
& could not get time to preach. I thought of
shooting the Poke,”

There, we presume our readers will agree
with us in thinking that quite enough atten.
tion to bestow upon these clements of Mr,
Buinham's * success !” Kven these are not
the worst pussoges in his letter, It would
be far better, we thiok, for preachers not to
get under o ** cover;” but it * independent”
thkey should carry cut their independenee,
they would not then have occusion to * ho
out into the * Advent Tobheinucle,' " It Mr,
Burchaw's preuaching is like bis writing it is
not much cslculuted to ruise the character of
his heareup. '

- - - e e

The American Tract Society is prosecuting
the work of eolportage pretty extensively in
this province—cmploying young men of dif.
ferent denominations belonging to Nova Seo.
tia to travel in destitute parts, where such
Christian agencies are likely to be uselul.
By Scripture reading and visiting from house
to house for the purpose of selling, or, in
cases of destitution, giving religious.publica-
tions, a vast amount ot good is fming done,

Mr. Kemp, of Boston, one of the principal
agents of the Bociety, has been nj»cnding seyoe-
ral days in Hulifax. On Monday afternoon
s meeting was held in the busenient of Bt,
Mutthew’s Church, to which the ministers and
leading men in the different congregations of
the city were invited. Beveral of the Col-
porters were present, and ielafed what they
bud experienced in their journeyings ; shewing
the neccssity for religious booke, and the
anxicty of those they visited to obtaiu these
l".ubliculionl. The works of the American

ract Bociety are of a superior religious
character, suited to all christian bodies, and
caleulated to do much good. A public meet.
ing was held Jast ovelﬁng in the same place
a¢ the above—the basement of St, Matthew's
Church—for the purpose of making known
more generally the nature of the colportage
operations of the Traet Bociety, and for
awakening a greator amount of interest in
the apreux of christian truth by these means,

Bince the above was in type we have learn.
ed that eight colporters are employed in this
work, :z have distributed during the year,
by sale and free grent, 19,102 volumes,—

ey bave also visited 10,871 families, con-
versed on religious subjects and prayed with
4,600 families, and have attended and taken

art in 242 preyer and otherJreligious meet-
Dge. ‘



