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THE GREAT DEBATE.
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No. III,

INFERENCES AND DUTIES,

Lord Dalhousie projected the establishment
of a Provincial University, to which young
men of every denomination might have free
access, without interterence with their re-
ligious views or%professions. :

A negotiatisn was at one time entered in-
to with the nuthorities ot King's College, in°
the expectation that by the union of the two
Lnstitutions Lord Dalhousie’s design might
be carried into effect, That negotiation failed
of success.

In 1808, when, after years of inaction, it
was determined to put the College into opera-

tion, the liberal views of the Founder werealto-

gether departed from, by the appointment of
three Preshyterian Protessors, clearing shew-
ing the policy of the governors, and their in-
tention to make it & Presbyterian Lastitution,

Then came the great excitement, The
other dengminations saw themselves shut out,
und resolved to act for themselves. The de-
nowinational system of edueation was delibe-
rately adopted. It was ‘held to be the best
suited to the circumstances of the country
and most consonant with the religious views
and feelings cherished by the respective
bodies.

Nothing has since ocourred to change their
opinions. On the countrary, there is a grow-
ing attachment to the denominational Colleges
and a determination to sustain them, .And
with this is connected an indisposition to send
{oung men to Halifax, where the expense of

iving in comfort is necessarily greater than
in other parts of the province, and where
they would be cxposed to the temptations
which abound in all cities,

The Presbyterians havo for some years act-
ed on this privciple, having established a
flourishing institution at Truro. But the
Kirk party had uo share in it, and a desire
rose up among them all to obtain collegiate
education of a higher order, for their joint
benefit. This might have been casily cftected
by their own liberal contributions, the Presby-
terians being general'y a well-to-do class of
people and in fact owning a large portion of
the property possessed in the province. Dal-
housie College, however, happened at that
time to be in a dormant state, as it had often
been before, and it was judged economical and
expedignt to endeavour to get hold of its
funds, W The attempt succeeded, as we all
know,

When the compact was formed between
the Presbyterians and the Governors of Dal.
housie College, th;)gosition in whioh the other
denominations st to their own Colloges
was well - known. The Presbyterians knew
it. The Governors of Dalbousie kunew it,
Kverybody know it. No one supposed for a
mowent that the other colleges would be giv-
¢b up, or that the other denomirations would
oomneot themselves with Dalhousie. The
(iovernors did not think it worth while to
make any inquiry about it, or to present any
proposition to the other religious bodies.
They had to do with the Presbyterians, and
with the Presbyterians only, and so Dalhou-
sie passed into the hands of that denomina-
tion.

L know that the Act of last year provides
that * any religious body,” raising a sufficient
amount of funds, may have a Professor of
its own in Dalbhousie College. That clause
was peoessary to the success of the measure.
But no one dreamed of any advantage being
taken, of it except by the Presbyterians,
They had already bargained with the Goy.
ernors of Dalhousie, and it might not be too
much to say that they ncither expected nor
Jesired any other partoers in the firni,  The
have acquired a soug property for themselves,
wod they shew a decided disposition to retain
it.

Among the offences against society which
aro usually treated with commendable severi.
Ly is “obtaining money under faise pretences,”

L do not charge the Preshyterians with that

to it; taking into consideration all the circums-
lstances under which it took place.

All parties look upon the present statoe of

| affairs, in regard to the other denominations,
as fixed aod settled. They abide by their|edness to the Institution is a consideration

own Institutions, And the late Attorney
Gencral indicated in no obsoure terms, his per
suasion that their policy is good and will
orove highly serviceable, Ie did not thiok
it possible, or wise if it were possible, to
break up those institutions, ,

It is much’ to be rogrotted that the hon.
ourable gentleman, and the Provincial Secre-
tary, who acted with him, did not allow those
convictions to have full play, but rather suf-
fered supposed politica! exigences to prevail
over them, The Kirk was to be propitiated,
and a share in Dalhousie, promised by the
leaders of the Conservative party, was a part
of the arrangement, as in like manoer the lea-
ders of the T‘ilwrul party had engaged to se.
oure a share to the other Presbyterians,
Hence the quiet way in which the bill was
passed through the Ilouse. Both parties
were compromised, and the'leaders understood
one another. Dut that there was no previous
communication with the religious bodies, or
with the authorities of other Colleges, so as
to ascertain whether united action could
take place, is, to say the least, to be deep-
ly regretted. And it is the more to be re-
gretted becauso one of the gentlemen alluded
to regarded himself as representing the Rap.
tists in the governorship of Dalbousie, and
the other is a, governor of Acadia. The
preponderating inflaence yielded to party
politics, to which education, temperance, and
sometimes evou religion is wmode to boend, is
one of the calamities of Nova Scotia,

What, then, is to be done with Dalhousie ?
[t is not difficult to say what ought to be
done, If the people will not obey a law, or
tako advantage of any facilities which it ol.
fers, the law 1s useless, as far, as the people
generally are concerned, and should be re-
pealed, If the inhabitants of any town or
city wish to appropriate the advantages ol
such a law to their own uses, let them do.so,
but not at the public expense. The present
caso stands thus :—The Presbyterians have
obtained possersion of Dalhouse College,a Pro-
vincial Institution, and by that weans have
secured an income of £1150 a year, This
is £600 a yeur more than they are entitled
to. The other denominations receive £250 a
year each in uid ot their institutions, Count.
ing the Presbgterians as two, viz. the Church
of Scotland and the Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia, they may claim £500 a year,
But they hold the building of Dalhousie Col.
lege, which cost £13000, and they have the
use ot its funds, £900 a year, to which sum
the Lo;islaturo added £250 at the recont ses-
sion. They might expect, as I said, £500 a
year. They have £11560, in addition to the
bu lding,

It is altogether beside the mark to affirm
that Dalhousie is open to every body, and
that the other denominations might some in
and partake of the benefits, on compliance
with the conditions. We all know that,
But the people have made up their minds the
other way, and that, two, was knowa before-
hand by the parties to the contract, The
people have shewn it by their petitions ; all
classes have joined in asking for the repeal of
the Act. Further—the boasted liberality of
Dalhousie exists in all the other colleges.
Kvery one of them is open to young men, of
whatever denomination they may be, and no
questions are asked on the subject, We are
all s free s Dalhousie but with this advan-
tage, that we can connect religious influcnces
with education, while Dalhousie cannot.

In conclusion, our duty is twolold :—

L. To come forward, with greater zeal and
more liberal contributions than ever, to the
support of our own colleges, and not ouly to
support, but to improve them. They will
stand or fall by their own werits, They will

y | be what their supporters make them.

Acadia College claims of our denomination
& warm-hearted and energetio upholding,
It has ever to contend with opposition, and

scorn, and oold indifference.

ut it stands,
still, and its prospects in sn educational point

of view are brighter than ever.—All we want
now is & re-excitement of the old enthusiasm,

offence, but I must say that in the judgement

-

a readiness to sympathige, and act, and give
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of many impartial observers the transaction —in a word, to trest it as our own child,
wears the appearance of a very near approach | with teader and assiduous care,
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Those who have been educated at Acadia
are especially bound in honour and sftection,
to exort all poesible influcnce in its favour,
Much is in their power. Their own indebt.

the force of which they cannot but feel.

Alma Mater will ever be regarded with loviug'

reverence. They will adopt the impassione

language ot the Psulmist, It T forget the
thee,~let my right hand forget her cunuing.”
Those ot them who are in the minisiry will
plead with their peopie for co-operation and
generous assistance, nor will they consent to
remain in connection with those who decline
to render such aid,

2. It is our duty t> persevere in efforts to
obtain a repeal or amendment of the Act res-
pecting Dalhousie College, Our defeat a
the last session need not discourage us.
subject was but imperfectly understood, and
political complications tended materially to
mystify it.  We shall go to the Legislature
pext year under more favourable wuspices,
Thero will be an answer to the ery, * Lot
Dalhousie College have a fair trial.” Lt will
be found that the denominational Colleges
continug in action and manitest growing vig-
our, It will be found that the * religious bo-
dies” - stand aloof from Dalhousie. [t will
be found that the would:ba Provincial Uni.
versity is vothing more thun a Presvyterion
College. The Legislature will discover that
the enactment of 1863 wus a blunder, and
will: be prepared to take measures ncoordingl ¥

May 24, 1804, J. M. C
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INFLUENCE OVER THE YOUNG.

The following is a letter from Henry Ward

Beecher, to a young minigter, published in a
late number ot the N, Y. Independent.

LETTER TO A YOUNG MINISTER,

My Dear : There are two natural de-
purtments of influence in ministerigl life—the
social or personal, and the professional or
teaching, He is fortunate who can with
case and skill act jn both. I am under the
impression that few clergym'n aim to do
much for the young of their flocks, except by
some form: of meeting. DBut, without (finpa
raging catcchetical classes and gatherings for
discourses, it seoms to me that much may be
dove by persoval influence. Do you not re-
collect, when you were a boy, any larger
boy, or rome young man, who inspired you
with admiration? The influence which some
persons exert over the young amounts almost
to fasoination, They uccept their decisions,
adwmire their style, copy their manuers, court
their approbation, and are made happy in
their smwile. The influence is not nlways ben.
clicial, Childron are taken out of their
parcots’ hands, and carried away from teach-
ers, by the social influence,of companions.
Lt is this tendency of the young to become
social enthusiusts thyt pastors might direot to
the highest ends, A Y\oy is often conscious
that he is following some leader against his
conscience, and yet cannot disengage himself or
break his influence ; but how much more potent
would such an influence be it he went with
his conscienve !

Boys are hero-worshipers. They delight in
a waster. A minister may become their friend
—=uy pour into their ears such wealth of know-
ledge, such narratives, may initiate new sports,
set on foot expeditious and enterprises—and, in
the accomplishment of these, develop a hun-
dred questions of honor, rectitude, magoani.
mity, generosity, lawlul rivalry ; or, he may
awakou their minda to discussion, to eriticism,
and judgment of conduct ; and, at every case,
adduce some precopt or commund from Serip-
ture, which would not ouly teach them how
to sottle practical cases of conscience, but
how to use the Bible, not merely for a read-
ing book, And if, to do this, it should be
found ncoessary for the minister himself to
become more tamiliar with the wealth of ethi.

cal lore in the Bible, it would not be the least
of benefita, .

A minister can g;m the sympathy and con-
fidence of children by an easy tamiliarity with
them in their sports and daily duties, There
is no danger of detraoting trom his diguity,
or of lessening his influvnco in the pulpit.—
Kipduess iospires affection, sud affection re-
spect, .

"clal influence,

The |
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| I would have you to know every child in
| your puriah l'] baine and thupunitiOO. |
'would have you win their confidenco, secure
their love, [t is a'good sign if children, when
‘they see you, ‘run to you with eager and
liplcmml faces. You are their natural, and

'ought to be their best friend, and they ought
'to think so,

. L donot say that all have this gift of so.
| But no minister should take
thit for granted until after thorough and per.
|#istont trinl,  Where there is an casy and na-
 tural social power, to no other more does the
injunction apply, Negleot not the gift that is
in thee, ) '

It is bad to see children afraid of their
minister, You ough* to have the confidence
of the youth committed to you, to such a de-
gree that to you, next their parents, and in
'some cases oven before them, they ghould
spontancously apply in emergencies,

You cannot well exaggerate the moral
power of such socinl influenco, It will otten
transcend that of formal and direct teaching,
The person will be more than the pulpit.—
‘And even the pulpit will find itsel! richor, and
fresher, and wore fruittul in subject tor dis-
course,

You speak of a difficulty in finding topies
for your children's meetings. Of ocourse,
every one must consult his own disposition
and circumstances in this matter, Bat there
are certain things that all may do. It is the
custom of some pastors once a month to have
a service on the Sabbath for children, The
life of Christ, or some portion of Biblical
history, is taken up and gone over in regular
course, Sometimes the catechism is taken,
and instead ot formal question and answer, an
illustrative and even parabolic lecture is given,
[t might be well to select from children's lite
a series of duties, or trials, or temptations,
and make them the subject of familiar re.
mark, But while life and catechism are to
be used, the Bible, after all, furnishes the
chiel store of materials, and in a form best
adapted to intorest and instruct children or
adults ; and you can scarcely be in danger of
ompl:\{ing that too much, evea if you em.
ployed it exclusively. [ do not know why a
collection of childron should not be as much
fascinated by Seripture narratives, detailed

* [ by the pastor, us thoy are wont to be at home,

when some parent, or nurse, or aunt, of a
Sunday afternoon, reads or recites from the
sacred pages, Nothing ever so filled and ex.
cited our heurt and imagination as the simple
reading to us of the Scripture by a revered
aunt, Sermons, in our boyhood, were lost
upon us. - We do not recollect being: ime
pressed with o single sermon till alter we
weore twelve years old, But loog belore that,
reading, and conversotions, and the narratives
of experience were wont to produce profound
impressions. The stateliness of preaching,
the exclasion from it ot picturesqueness and
descriptiveness, the abstruscness of many
of its ideas, take it out of the sphere of
childhood, But, while these hints may serve
to aid you in some degree, it is yet true that
you must wainly find out your own way.
‘he main thing 15 & heart really alive to the
work, and a zeslous determination to win the
young to Christian truth and Christian living,
Such a spirit will soonef or later flud or make
& way.

’
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OUR MISSIONS IN BURMAN,

Bassein,—Mr, Crawley, of the Henthada
Mission, being on a visit to Mrs, Lugalls at
Thongaai in Dee., 1863, arranged to accompa.
ny her to Basscin, and spend a few weeks be.
tore the mcu:ingl ot the Association in aiding
br. Douglass. Uunder date of Bassein, Jan,
20, 1802. he writes as follows :

Preaching in Bassein.—We have been here
sinoe the lst-inst. Several native preachers
came with us, and after preaching from house
‘o house during the day, wo have had a
meeting every evening in the town, smong the
heathen, The attendance has been large, and
on every ocoasion the sudience has boen most
orderly and attentive. The result will prove,

we hope, that the good seed haus not been sowa
in vain,

The dolquu have vow all arvived and
the Associational meotings will commenoce to-

morrow,




