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August 31, 1864,

 Cortespondente,

For the Chrlstian Mossenger,

Extracts from Contral Associntion
Letters,

( Continued.)

Lauave Conunon (Pastor, Rev. B, Taylor.)
voports itsell not in a thriving vondivon,

Tue Winvsor Pravs Barrisr Cuunen,
(volored ) =included in the mision of Rev. .

G Shaw,—gratefully acknowledges both tems
poral and spiritaal prosperity,

Brparwarew Barrisr Cuunen (Pastor,

- Rev. 8. Marchs) says ¢ * Durlng the poet year
_our church has not enjoyed those refreshing

sensons with which somo sections have been
blost § will, we have much. cause for thankiul.
noss. Our prayerimeotings are kept up on the
Sabbath-day during our pastoi's absence as well
v on the Wednesday svening ot ench week,
and monthly Conlerenve meetings are regularly
surtained in three difforent branches of the
church,  Our be'oved pastor has endeared him-
sell’ to the people of Lis charge by his faithiul
labors and kiod acts.  We trust he way long be
permitted to sow the good sced iu this portion

. Of his Muster's vineymrd, and that the seed thus

sown may bo watered by Divine grace, and
produce an abundant harvest.”

“ Weo regret exveedingly that the sum con.
tributed by us this year, Is not as large as on
sowe former occasions, but it will be remem.
bered that there are but few to sapport a min.
loter; and that in order to do this more effectu.
ally, wo have, through strenuous efforts, lately
vucceeded (n purchasing a commodious parson.
ago house, a large portion of the purchase
money for which still rewains unpaid. The
interest of which lies as & beavy incubus upon
us.  We nave, bowover, succoetded in defraying
some considerable expenses in connection with
this undertaking. Wo desire to express our
gratitude to kind friends in Halifax, Milton and
Liverpool, &o, who.generously responded to
our agents’ call and rendered timely aid. We
would still solicit further favors, as we are a
{veble church, striving in the midet of much op
position and many difficulties, to gain n peria.
oent bold in our county, Our trust Is In God,

and wo fucl assured that ho will never leave nor
forsako ws” ‘

Lunexnuna \Barrise Cuuvnen, (Pustor,
Rev. L. I Gates,) laments the want of re.
ligious interest in both the church and vicinity,

Tue Firtn Conxwarris Cuuvnon, Cax
NixaG, (Pastor, Rov, D, Frevman,) says ; % Dur
ing the pust year we huve enjoyed many of the
precious weans of grace and much of the Di.
vine blessing, In P'vreaux, where & revival ovs
curred a yoar ago, the divine influence has con-
tinued to the present.  In Canuing, alvo, during
& recont revival, three were baptised, and
othors were preming Zionward, We feel an
interest in all the religious enterprises of our
dencinination, and bope in future to be uble to
show this interest ‘:y increased support, Wo
are glad that our educational fustitutions are
diffusing sanctified learning, and believe that

thuy are becoming more aud wore dear to the
bearts of our people,”

Barrier Cuvnen ar Taxcoox (no pastor)
states  # Durlog the past year we have been
without winisterial labor, with the exception
of some short visits, The Ruv. D, Bhaw spent
& short time with us,  Bro. Foster spent some
time with us last summer, and also wade us &
short visit last winter and is now with us,"”

Finer HaMmonos PrLaivs Barrisr Civnon
(Pastor, Rov. I R, Philp,) says: * In our last
annual letter we were able, through God's
grace, to report an ingrosse to our numbers.
It is now our painful duty to report & decrease.
While our young converts have given us no
pain, some of our ol ler members have caused
us & good deal of uneasiness, and we bave been
compelled to use diseipline.  Our congrugations
aro large and v e hope for better duys,”

Nuwronr Easr Bartisy Cuonon ¢ Pastor,
Rev, J. Baveroft,) sends o long letter, contalo.
ing much excellent exbortation, but no facte
about iteelf, except the statistics, which will be
found in the Minutes. _

Haxrseont Barrwr Cuunon (Pastor, Rev,
W, Burton,) reports : # Bince our last letter
was addressed (0 youw, we have recalled the
Rov. Wan. Burton 10 the pastoral charge of the
ohurgh, Duath has rewoved many of our vale:
able members as well. as several of our pros-
perous citisens, thereby we mourn.”

Tux Tump Connwarris Barrier Cauvnen
(Pastor, Rov. James Parker,) reports large and
attontive congreyations. .
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Baptist Comprohensive Commentary, Barnovy

Notes, and many othier valuable books It was
Memolir of the Rev, John Whidden evident from many faots that he very diligently

of Antigonish, N: 8, stadied Them, in order to render his ministry
more uffectual, - It i, bowever, reasonable to

suppose that under all the clreumatances above
on Tuesday morning, at 8 o'clock, on the 10th | named, ho was not as wel) qualified as he might

July,"A: D,, 1864, Mo was born in 8 ewlacke, ' have been under more fuvorable elrcuwstunces,
Colchester Co,, Nov, 21, 1701 § consequently ho | or that his ministrations would bear u-just cori.
died in the T9d year of his age. 1o WaN | parison with wany others whese ndvantages
married to Mise Havriet Symonds, December surpaseed hise Yot i s wndeniabll that bo was
40, 1816, by whom he had eloven ehildren two ' somewhat extensively usetul In the promotion
died when young, threo sone and six daughters'of God's decl: rative glory and in his indefh.
survived, and all married but one,  He removed | tigable labors of love,
from Btewiavke to Antigonieh in vomewhat the Altbough the writer of this memoir hud not
oarly part of bis life, and continued there until | seon Mr, Whidden for thirty-four years, yut
“his demise. Lo bad naturally a good constitue being then at his bouse, with himi tnd bis bos
tion, and laboured diligently in the cultivation ' Joyud fomily, for several weeks, he hud soma
of a now farm, the orec'ing of nveessary bulld-| opportunity of intimate acquaintance with Lim,
ings and a corn mill.  He also built a plice for| He was & ‘minn ‘of deep heartfult plety, and
publio worship, principally at his own expense| earnest geal for God's cause,  The remenibiance
on his own land.  He aleo set apart a place for | of this has never been erased from the writer's
the interment of the dead, about 40 yoars |Ilwu.§ memory, but from other reliable sources, and
the ownership of which, as 1 um informed, has | more especially from hw late visit, he obiained
beon satisfactorily arranged in his last will, l‘or: A further knowledge of him, proving that My,
the benefit of the Baptist Church there, Not-‘ W. poseensed deep sphitunlity, of wind, great
withstanding bis expenditures, in bis kindness sy mpathy for those in atlliction of body or
to the poory his constant hospitality to persons ' mind, It mattervd not of what denomination
of all denominations of Christians, and his un.! they were, nor what where thelr cireumnstances
wonted acts of benevolence In sustaining the | in life. Being &b lmbued with the Holy Spirit's
eause of Gol where he resided, he nevertheless influence, he loved thoso who bore the image of
through the kind providench of Wod, nocumu- Christ, and exemplified true religion in their
lated a considerable amount 6 property, which overy day life, no matter who they wure,
I8 now left for the benefit of hiy family, Whenever- ho doubted the ploty of thowe to

Ho was brought up by Presbyterian parents | whom he had aceess, no matter what their
vousequently imbibed their principles and con- standing in society, he wouil vxcercise laith.
toued therein until, by God's sovereignty, | fulness 1o them, but at the same time with the
brought under the saving influences of the groatest chvistian kindness,  Ho thereby galued
Holy Spirit, and led to a discovery of his cons| the good will aud wflection of very many per-
dition as a sinner before God. When, in that | sons, not only whore he resided, but trom other
state, he sought for counsel from those he places who visited him. At his dwelling they
thought best adapted to reiiove his deeply bur always recoived the kindest attention and hospis
thened mind, but vought in vain, until the Lord tality,  Although a decided Calvinistio Baptist,
was pleased, by His own word and. Spirit, to you bo never concealed nor comprowised . his
lead him to u believing view of the Lord Jesus | sentiments to promote union with any; still
Christ, as the only foundation of hope. When very many loved, revered and respected him,
ho trasted alope in Christ's blood for cleansing | There seemed to be & remarkable providence,
and His righteousness for. Justification, his bur. | that although near 200 wiles apart in our places
then of sin was removed, and bappiness follow- | of residence, and at my advanoed age, that in
ed,~he became a new creature in Christ Josus, my late journey to the eastern part ol this
old things passed away and all things became provinee, -on tho Sabbath of the 10th July last,
new=he loved God”and his commandments, | 1 should be within twenty-two wiles of Brother
he prayerfully sought the path of duty, and it| Whidden's residence, and that he, on the Friday
pleased God to make it plain before him. Finds | before, should have been confined to his bed of
ing that true believers in Christ cnly were the | death. Haviog heard of my being there, he
the scriptural subjects of baptism, and immer expressed an apxious desire to soe mo.
sion the only scriptural mode, he was there-
fore immersed upon the profession of his faith preavhing, I arvived there at six o'clock, P, M,
In Christ, in November, A, D, 1821, From | | cavnot but admire the wisdom and goodness
the time of this happy change from the power | of God o this marked providence,  Nuither
of sin and Satan to God, he felt desirous of la« | can 1 exprems the joy at our meoting each other
bouring for .the benefit of others. God was. on this ocvasion, after an absence of thirty four
pleased to blews his labours of love, and souls | yoars. 1 cannot give a full and accurate nc-
were converted to & knowledge of the truth. | count of what transpived during the time 1 was
He gathered around bim & number of such, present with him ; suflice it 10 say, thut on the
though most of them were poor in this world, | whole it surpassed in interest any circumstance
yot they were rich In taith, Although he was|of the kind that I have ever witnessed. The
then limited in bis temporal clroumstances, and | manifestation of respect, regard and rympathy
necessarily laboured hard for the support of hh’ that was exercised towards bim and for bim, Ly
family and those committed 10 bis eare, yot he ! all devominations, sud all classer of sorlety there,

For the Christian Mossenger,

The Rev. Joux Wmiopex departed this life

|

Lis son

with those in affliction. Hence the number: him daily } no onw could manitess more Chrig
gradually fncreased who' loved the Havlour.'tlln concern.  The Catholiv Dishop and one
although never numerous, of the same faith acd | Priest, four Baptist miinisters, and laymen in
order with himselfi—in that locality, During | great numbers came to visit him, Such ex-
the above period & number of Baptist minis | pressions of regret in view of his departure,
ters revorted there from timé to tiwe, and in|such indications of countenance and wueping,
Qutober, 1849, organised a Baptist Church.|even from those unconnected with him by
Brother Whidden was ordained to the sacred earihly or denominational ties , and mcre es-

{Ministry by the church, aided by the late | pocially shall 1 say of the Catholios, to whew

Rovds. K. Manning, Theodore 8, Harding, and be bad shown wuch kiodoess, 1 never belote
Richard McLearn. He continued to labour for | saw. It was truly allecting to witness it,  Noth.
Chirist, not ounly in bis place of resider ce, but | ing could more wanifest the christian Iufluence
ovonsionally in several places in the Bastern | ho bad exerted in his every day lite, or afford
part of this Province. We trust that numbers | more ample testimony v lavour of his pioty autl
have been vonverted to God through his instru- | devotion to the cause of God and the souls of
muntality, Having taken a severe cold the | bis fellow-men. What & meworial of bim will
first woek in January lust, he only proached becherished, now that he les silent in the grave,
ovuasionally wntil within about three weeks of During his last illosss be retained the use of
hin last severe lllness. His advantages of lte- | bis sonses, with the exception of thres short
rary and theological trainieg were limited, and intervals. - Ho was fully sensible of his near

bis cireumstances in life

for the beuefit of bis large fumily, and his some- | and triumphant in view of his departure. No
what advanced age prohibited his obtalning o | shadow of & doubt passed over his mind; Le
regular course of study, but after his ordination possesssd an asured bhope of eternal lify through
4o tho sacred ministry, be came to the Horton | Christ Jusus, and longed to depart and be with
Academy for the purpose of securing what he | him, Death had no terrors, and bis peace
s ardently lon ,

449, &o., the dillloultion seemed o be jnaurs [delight the exercises of reading God's word,
wountable, and be tarried but & short time. |sin ing and prayer threo times in such day,
His lelsare time at bouts, however, he devoted | which had beon the usual practice, in his family
to the study of that grand ' source of all true ! for many years past, and was observed when
koowledge—ihe Holy ~aud obtained the | persons came to visit bim all through bis illness.

”
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camo that morning 1o convey me thence, After |

dovoted his leisure moments to promote the ' and many from other parts, was wost rewarkss’
cause of God,—preaching the gospel of Christ, | ble. Four Presbytorian ministers visited hiw ’
especially oo the Subbath, and in sympatbizing Lone of them resiled at Antigonish, who visited

hie felt a desire for more extended learning, but approach to death, although patient and sub- |
requiring him to labor | mirsive under bis sufferings, yet he was Joy(ul '

for{ but on aosouns of bis | owed like & river, He enjoyed with sweet |

"When actually dying he requested singing, and
(directed what to sing, In the frequent conver.
'\.nmicmu I had with bim, I was more than usually
Cgratifiod” In witnossing his deep sense of the
evil nature, effects, and consequences of sin,
of his own unworthiness, and of the matchless
(prace of God i saviny one o excecdingly une
desorving of the least of all his mercivs, s
hamilivg wan very apparent en all oconslons, I
reonld but adwmire Lis soundness of belief in the
’dmi\nyuinl.inu doetrines of the crom of Christ,
‘.lud the solemn obligations beliovers were under
Lo wlorify God in all that they have, and are |
Eul‘ the final punishwent of all wha die in ims
' penitence, and of tho eternal glorification of
?u“ the truly plous. I vunnot attempt to coms

| municate any of the choles rayings that dropped’

| trgm i lips while conversing with hiw, nor
| bis approprite rewnrka to nearly all who visitod
'him, suflice it to vay that they were peculiarly
Hinteresting, It appeared to me that they were
|valeulated, under God, to produce lasting
Vg ression on the minds of \hose to whom they
, Were wade, and 1 could not but hope and pray
Ahat many would hereatter call the Saviour
 blewsed, through what he Lad said to them while
{on-hiw dying bed,

} I wight here remark that Mr. Whidden's
| widowed daughter, who, in God's providence,
:lniwd from Now York in time to be with her
:Iw!u_wcl futhor during his last iMlness, enquired
Lof him what communications she should make
Arom him to her-two sistere in New York, and

|

(one son in the Western States  Ho replied,
" Go and look at such & volume of Barnes's
Notes, and on sueh a poge. and you will find
| What will express all 1 wish you to say to them.”
' While there, | tcok a copy of the extract, as
'follows, viat % 3 Platy I the cldet thing needed,
Other things will perish,  We shall soon die.
| ANl that we can gain, we must leave, Dut the
~woul will live,  There is a Judgment seat | there
0 a heaveny thero s a hell, And all that is
{ needful to prepare us to die, and to make us
'happy for ever, is to be a iriend of Josus, and
:ito listen to Lis teaching, Gth, DPlety is the ohiet
ornament in a fomale. It sweetens every other
‘virtue ; adorns every other grace | gives new
loveliness to the tenderness, milduess and grace
of the fetmale character, Nothing more lovely
[than & fomale witting at-the fuet of the meek
~and lowly Josus, like Mary ; nothing more un.
lovely than entire absorption in the allwis of
the world, like Martha, The most lovely fomale
is she who bath uvost of the Spirit of Jesus
The least amiable, she who negleots hér soul
'who s proud, gay, thoughtloss, envious, and
unlike the meek and lowly Redeemor, At His
fuet In peace, purity, Joy.  Every where else an
alluring and wicked world steals the aflections,
“and renders us valn, gay, wicked, proud, and
unwiling to die,"wBarnes's Notes on the 41st
and 42nd verses of the 10k chapter of the Goss
pel by Lule,

| On the BSabbath preceding dear Brother
' Whidden's demiso, his daughter and her hus
Land, Drother Thomas King, who reside in
" Antigonish, were both baptised by the Rev. A,
Chipman, und added to the chureh there.  This
"pleasing ciroumstance wes a cause of happiness
o Brother Whidden,

Mo haw left bihind bl s widow and nine
childe n, + 1 married but two, one of them is
now & widow,  Bix of them were prosont during
} hin last iliness and Ceath,—who mourn over their
loss, at the same time have muoh vause to res
Jolea In view of his eternal tulicity, w

The funcral ook place on the afternoon of
'the day aftor his departure, and was numerously
:unomlml. At tho dwelling:-house, bulore inter
| ment, Rov, Mr, Downle, Presbyterian minister,
(prayed | Rev. Mg Eagles, Baptist minister,

prayed at the grave; from thence we repaired
'to the Prosbyterian Mooting-howse, which was
| kindly tendered on the ocoasion, the Daptist
| House being too small (o convene the audience.
}'l‘ho writer preached on the oooasion from Col.
(Ul 8 4. “Ihe” congregation was large, deeply
solermn ard attentive, Rovds, Albert ¥\ Porter
!nud Mamon A Bigelow were present also,
Thus wo find that anotber of our aged Bap-
| tist ministers has boun remoyed from bis sphere
Lof wsetulness in this Nf, to eternal felivity in

heaven,—he voly one who bas died in the past
yoar,  Who of the survivors in the sacred wine
'imy amonget us, will next follow, we know not,
May each one of us, who survive the departed,
foel the importance of working like their Divine
Martor, whon be said: 1 must work the work
of Him thut sent me, while It is duy : the night
jvometh when no man can work.*

Communicated by Rev, W, Citpacan.
Pleavant Valley, Cornwallis,

Auguat 200h, 1864,
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