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THE CHRISTIAN

Wednesday, Jan, 4,—The children of Chris-
tian parents, congregations, and schools.

Thursday, Jan. 5.—Sunday-schools, and all
actively engaged in Christian work.

Dear _B"OT""."* A Fiiday, Jan. 6.—The abolition of slavery and
Having received an urgent invitation from | cessation of war.

the Bajtist Church at Margaree, Cape Bre-| Saturday, Jan. 7.-~The Christian Church:
ton, to come and spend two months with | for increased holiness, activity, and harmony
them, I bhave mude arrangements to do so,|amony its several sections. Fagrgl
o sl euv bome, (D7 V') an Wednewdy | Sty o & emens: T Ve iy
the 14th inat., to Y and see.the bréthron thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
there and preach ﬂ.\e Gospel to them. also way be one in us, that the world may be-

I havebeen appointed, by the Board of Gu¥- | jjove that thou bast sent me."—Jobn 17 : 21.
ernors of Acadia Coliege, to perform an James Davis,
Agency tor that lustitution, in the Kastern HERMANN SCHMETTAU,
part ot- this Province, and would now give Secretaries ol the British Branch of the
notice through the Messenger that in going to Evangelical Alliance.
Margaree, f will pass through St Marys,
Guysborough, and the Strait ¢t Canco, doing
what 1 can in those places for the College,
and will also do what I can in the Agency
while on the lsland,

Yours truly,
J. E. Baucon,

For the Christian Messenger,

Great Village, Dec. 2nd 1864.

COLONIAL TUNION.

Our numeroas readers will dcubtless ex.
pect us to tuke some notice of tle great
question now before the public, and which
deservediy engrosses so much general atten.
O —— tion—the Union of the British North Ameri-

ADVERTISEMENT. can Provinces.

s It is unquestionably a rubject of the utmost
Educational Netice. (No. 3.) importance ; wore 5o ind:ed than any that

e : 2 i has ever yet been brought under publie dis-

ANY irregularities having occurred in the pro-| ... . 2 ) ® .

L[ ceedings of the Annual School mectings, in u,l”'wn since tho first ’oundmg of the CO'O

conrequence of imperfect knowledee and misunder- | D1e%,

n'a(xiu:‘iu.l:a (:lno‘:.lnilu;llne u-qlu(u‘renu;mshut"thc‘ Iuwd, The space which our jom-na] affords by no

and many Seciions in several Counties having tal.c ‘ . : :

to pruvide for the support of Schools, means admits ol our going very ‘:““.y into
the matter, or commenting upon 1% in any

degice to the extent it merits. That the!

1. Measures will be luduptml by the Government, 1apid growth and developement of these
upon the meeting of the Legislature, for the purpose . .

of legalizmg the pm.ﬂ.‘m::_ of the Annual Meer. | northern Colonies, and especially of our own,

ings ut which technical iregularities bave occurred. | is bringing us hourly into closer contsct and
2. Where it is deemed necessary, in order 1o com-

vlete the arrangements ente'ed into at the Aunusl relatlop with cach other and '}lh f"clgn
eetings, or to maske provision for supporting | countries must be abundantly evident to all.

schouls in sections, in which no provision has yet | The grest qucstion. therefore, is, can we stand

heen made, meetiugs n be called by : ‘e . g

s, 300 he Sevof Jaioery. 1008, ed by the Inspec-| 1) “or how shall we meet this altered state

Measures will be adopted by the Government to | of things, ~
render the proceedings of such meetings legul, as if 3 :
held on the 25th ot October lust, ' The General Outlines of the Plan of Fede-

It must be borne in mind that Schools, unless or- ! ration, as contained in the R"PO"t of the
anized under the Act, cannot participate in the Delegation. have becn so 'idoly circalated in
‘rovircial grants, cither of money, books, or maps.

By order of the Council of Public 1nstruction. all the papers, that most of our readers will

Notice s herchy given, that—

Halifax, Nov. 22, 15864,
Nov, 25id. 4 wks,

s : cies of our case,
(T W Col. Chon, an, Becdte O, Bev, | ““).' e have.bofore remarked tbo whol
Tnb,, Liv. Trans,, Iict. Chron,, Stand., Ant, Cask, suhject is too extensive and too complicucd
C.B. News.—4 wks.  Edutorial Page. for us to have fully made up our opinion on
e =t ; — fit. The geveral principleson which the Fede-
' - ¢ . ration is8 proposed to be effected, bas reference
(C'J“thmn j}lphh?ngl\r. cspeciull)? topstrengthening the means of de.
amin tence of the Colonies agaiust foreign enemies ;
introducing unilormity of Intercolonial Ta.
riffs, imports and fi-cal regulations ; the com-
pletion of the great Railway and other means
of intercourse among ourselves and with other
o i " . . countries, and gencrally in placing the united
T.‘“’. B"“"h. };‘."mgehc'l Al'iance have Provinces in Ehe oo{tionpol ugsnong and
aguin issued thir Circular a'l.d programme for| . 4 country, under the protection and as
the first week of the New Year, Thess occa- part of the British Empire, As a necessary
sions have heretotore been profitable seasons |’ o integral part of this plan, it is proposed
0 many caristian churches and people. It} give the future Government as decided o
will, of course, be for the religious budies to} o ohicu] bias as the nature of cur colonial
exercise their own discretion, as to whether ocharsossr sad the soversianty of the ‘mathes
they will adopt the course suggested, and as country would seem to re(f::izye. Sy
t0 bow l::r they will obscrv‘g the ‘.'"’k 4541 tutional weakness and incfliciency of the torm
week ol .chcul”l’rayx:r. Uires msances may | s pogoral Government umong our neighbors
render it necessary in sowe places for some | s o North American States in the event ol
changes 10 be m'de“." the programme. a scrious emergency, affords us a striking
We publish the Cirenler in fuil, aud doubt | . ion i this respect ; for however well that
not, many of our readers Wi enter beartily Counstitution may have hitherto answered for
into the arrangement :— the speedy se.tlement of such a country, it
has proved utterly inadequate to afford sta.
bility and permanence for governing a great

to how far it is calculated to meet the exigen-

 HALIFAX, DECEMBER 7, 1864.
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WEEK OF PRAYER, 1865.

PROPUSED WEEK OF SPECIAL PRAYER
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, JANUARY

T. H. RAND, Secretary. |no doubt be prepared to lorm some opinion as pe

v

MESSENGER.

lonial prosperity is evidoﬁily.fn @eqneooo

tariffs which prevail in the different Provinces,
This, no doubt, might for the prescnt be
remedied by the mutuffl action of th several
Legislatures in equalizing fiscal enactments ;
but the question still remains,—could any
permanent agreement be effected to insnre
such uniformity for all tim> to come? We
doubt it anything but a more close and
effectual union could accomplish so desirable
an object, '

There is ro doubt but that the completion
of the great Trunk Railroad leading to Can.
ada and the United States, is a work that
will not, under any circumstances, be long
delayed, and that very considerable pecuniary
liability must be incurred by us as weil as
Canada in this respect. We, in these mari.
time Provinces, whatever may be thought of
the Union, cannot much longer tolerate being
isolated as we now are from the neighbouring
countries. The propssed Federation would
at orce expedite this great work ; and wheth-
er as regards this or other objeots, we look
upon the matter of a larger amount of tax-
ation ws a thing inevitable at 'no distant
period. In what respect will the contempla.
ted union angment the burthen ?  Nova Sco-
tia or New Brunawick cannot possibly remain
as hitherto, in happy obscurity, apart from
the complications of foreign politics and re.
lations with other countries. To ensure the
continusnce of such a state of things srome-
thieg much higher and more effectual than ¢
Chinese Wall must encompass our Provinces,
But as regards the matorial interests of these
Lower Provinces, we think our advantages
are such as to ensure us, not only cqual, but

greatly superior advantages in the proposed |

union, Eojoying “the nearcst approach to
the European Continent, with a vast scaboard
filled with safe and commodious harbors, the
most of them open at all times of the year,
teeming with some of the richest and most
extensive mines and minerals in the world,
ssessing exhaustless riches in our fisheries.
and admirably situated for importing, manu.
facturing and supplying the rich inlavd coun-
tries immediately in our rear, and also en-
dowed with great agrieultura! resources, what
bave we to fear from any measures that
would enlarge our opportunities and stimulare
our competitive exertions, or that would open
a wider and more promising field to the genias,
ability, and entorprize, of the youth of the
lower Colonies? To us it would appear that
Halifax and St. John wmwust shortly become
tie two great warehouses of Brivish North
America, and surely if the heads grew and
flourished the branches must grow aud flourish
with them,

In making these few observations we 'wope
it will not be supposed that we are tuking a
blind and partinl view ot this great question,
As thus far advised we are certainly favorahle
in the main 10 the leading principles of the
uvion ; wany of our friends may form a very
different judgment ot the matter. As the
question hus now been brought before us in a
shupe which compe's serious and prompt con-
sideration, we bave done no more than can-
didly and briefly to give our- views on the
subject, ‘

The Report of the Delejation contains
much that our limited space has precluded
our touching on.  The various details ct the
Plan are such as require and deserve very
mature consideration, in order to enable the

avd populous pation, endowed with all the

instinets and powers of Cemocracy, but with- |

The time has again arrived to invite Christians
of ali countries to make arrangewenyy for observ-| o, i1q indispensable checks ard guards, As
ing a weck of special and united prayer at the , . v e toe |
beumning of the coming year. regards the.defence of the Colouies ‘st |

Few movements of the Church of Chyist have |® foreign enemy, it is evident that should
an more owned and bonored of the Lord than | necessity arise, and who can tell how soon

ese annual seasons of upited supplications. |that may be, we should be compelled 10 meer

The Evangelical Alhance, therefore, feel im- | the danger uoder circumstances never yet
peratively urged 1o renew their invitation, in expericuced.

the hope of meeting a yet larger response than | iy o British Government have of late years
in former years, and of obtaining »till wore

abundant spiritual and tcu | oral blessings, repcuted.ly intimated lhat.hgreall‘er, ‘:“h ,"be

The calls for prayer are loud and urgent ; the greatly incressed population ot the Coloniee,
claims of a perishing world increasing as they and the vast extent and requirements of the
must with the readiness everywhere apparent | Kmpire, its land forces cannot be made avail
to receive the truth ; the assavlts made against |able for our defence to the extent they have

the common faith by a revived Romanism, and | hitherto been. This is no doubt quite rea-
by modern forms of infidelity ; the war spirit ex-

! : . ot ble, and what we ought to expect, I’ru.
cited among nations professedly Christian ; these e : P

and other consideran}:ms urge ’ou true believers, dence '.ou‘d e to.dwum that we 'bou.ld
while persevering in zealous, active eflort 10 muke tiwely preparations !or our altered eir.
draw near to the Throne of Grave, and by unii- |cumstancce, It may be said that of ourselves
ed, continuous, and fai'hful prater, 1o » prove |we are wholly iocapable of relf-defence
God ™ according to his own Word : “1f | will|Such may be the case, but we neither expect
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour | nor believe that we shall ever be thrown

vou out a blessing that there shall not be room ;
enogh to receive it."—Malachi 8 : 10, wholly on our own resources, but will con

“ 1 will that men pray everywhere, lilting u s und.er the protection of the most pow-
holy hands withoutp wynlh ind doub(iug.g"—-{ erful Bt v of the earth. The present
Tim. 2: 8. question is, are we better able, separated as

The following topics among others are sug- | We now are, to meet such a contingency, than
gested as suitable for exhortation and interces- | if we were combiued us one people, ard aetin
sion on the sucvessive days of meeting : with united bheart and counscls, We thio

Sunday, Jan 1.—Sermons on the agency of : -
the Holy Bpirit in the present d.il’tnl‘lion.’ but one answer could be given, and that in

: . {the negative. Would we not, as separate

Monday, Jan. 2.—Thanksgiving for blessings |,y , . g i "y
apon individuals, na ions, ak:.fl c::rcbﬂ, ogcti- (‘0!?".'“' bepome » much easier prey for !h.
o with coatession of dine cupidity or ambition of some neighboring,

Tuesday, Jan, 8.— Pa:tors, teachers, evangel- pation

wost experienced in such matters 1o wake up
even probable conclusions. - They are and
indeed must be in their very nature to a large
extent wholly experimentul. We may in a
futare number, however, offer some turther
thoughts on the subjecty and consider the ob-

jections to the proposed Union that appear
moet obvious.

EDUCATIONAL MATTERS, AND
THE MORNING CHRONICLE.”

We bave no objection to any of the smart
men who manage the Morning Chronicle
makiog an editorial out of our articles occa-
sionally, if it is done fairly nnd honorably.
Our article of last weck ou lduecational mat-
ters was intended to supplv what we deemed
was required, to subserve the best interests ol
the people in relation to that subjest. These
we cousider of lar higher importance than
apy party political ends, and we dare not
trifle with them, We hold the editor of the
Chrouicle guilty of a piece of impertinence
when he intinsates to his renders that

# The article in the. Messenger reads to us
very much more like the production of the Su-
perintendent of Education than of the editor of
the Messenger. Prepared by whomsoever it
way, it is evidently a %or ween an apology
for the framers of tke Bil a detence of the
Act.”

production of the of the Siperiotendent

ists, and missionaries. Oue of the greatest hindrances to our Co-

of Education w not be well worthy of

P

fbur. p;-ges. but to allow him to make such use
of the various and ccoflicting duties and.

We would not Iu;o it supposed that any{ment Law (

I;ooomber 7, 1864,
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of our columus, as our contemporary insinu-
ates, would not comport with our conscienci.
ous feelings any more than we believe it
would with Mr, Rand's. It may bethe prac-
tice of some political editors to allow men to
write up their own work in their columns, and
defend themselves and the positions they take,
under cover of newspaper editorials, but .our.
coda of morality is not broad enough to permit
publio men t> \{o such things in the Messens
ger, whatever may be the practice, in thas
respeot ,in the Chronicle.

We hold it as a duty incumbent on us, and
one from which we would not shrink, to dis-
cuss, from a christian stand-poiut, all our social
arrai gements, as occasion may require, and
to shew how we bilieve they will affect the
present and fature well being of the country.
I)is we have done, and shall continue to do,
without regard to the party from which those
arrangements may have emanated, or the
persons who are now opposing or sustaining .
them, Ovr connection with elucation for the
past quarter of a century, we think, whatever
may be the opinion of the Chronicle editors,
cotitles us to speak for ourselves on that sub-
ject, without consulting any.official personage

who may happea to have that.department in
charge.

We claim no credit however for any of the
-rovisions of our present law on this wubject,
A copy of the bill we were informed was sent
to sowe of our neighbours for oriticism, before
it was introduced to the Legislature but we
had no such compliment extended to us; and
therefore feel no special obligations to use the
Chronicle's elegant figure, 10 ** nurse the poor
little wreteh”'—the Education Act,

When the writer tries to give a different
meaning to our language, from what a cendid
reader would put u,on it, we feel it right to
administer a slight correction, He says.”

“ He (oursrlves) more than insinnates that the
worst feature of this Bill was that which cha-
racterized a Bill intro luced some seven years
ago by the present Chief Justice—a Bill which
never passed into a law, but resulted in over-
turning a Government.”

This we deny, we insinuated o6 such thing,
unless our contemporary means that the sup-
porting of Scheols by Assessmeot is “ the
worst leature ol this Bill."” [s that his wean.
ing? We should like a straightforward,
honest answer to that question. We should
then like to ask him another question or two.
Is the editor of the Chroaicle ia favor of an
Assessment for the support of Schools, or no?
It he is, would he have it dependent on a vote
of the people, or would he make it compulsory
Assessment ?  As he has tuken us to tusk, we
think in all fairness he should favor us with
answers to these interrogatories,

When Mr. Young introduced to the Legis-
lature the Bill referred to, we expressed em-
phatically our approval of it. And if, now,
we were to reject this one on account of its
Assessment features, we should be guilty of
as great inconsistency as our neighbor.

If this writer had read all that we have
said on the subject of the Education Act, we
can hardly imagine that he would have been
guilty ot the folly of styling us * the in%:a-
nious delender of the measure,” or else he
does so from pure love of mischief. Instead
of our being eutitled t> that appellation, we
are not sare thut the editor of the Chronicle
himself did not obtain some of the best parts
of his late Educationa! erticles, from sugges-
tions in our own columps, At any rate, we
have ndticed, in our pages, some of the real
defects and objections to the Law long betore
they were amplified and colored in the Chron-

Whilst we consider the School Bill far
from perfeot, we do not s2e that it would
benefit the subject to persuad? the people to
dwell on its imperfoctions, and, becuuse they
exist, reject the good that it is calculated to
cffect. o

Whether the Education Act is altogether
impracticable or not, is yet to be proved. If
it is applied inone Section, and affects advan.
tageously the work of education there, it
will shew, that it may, also, do the same
thing in others, Its being inoperative in one
section does pot shew that it is therefore im-

ible to apply it to other places, under
tter auspices,

We doubt of any law of equal importance
on our statute book, ever passed the Legisla-
ture with more general acceptance ; cerainly
no party opposition was offereqd to it ; and now
we-trust that it may be tak¢h as an appro-
xunation to what is requirpd. At any rate
we should thigk it the height of folly for any
Bection to imperil the existence of a
school, for even a year, fopthe sake of
ing » law which is not wholly acceptable to
all the inbabitants, We do vot apprehend
that with a proper adjustment of the Assess-

K:G would be much injustiop arise
to any parties in supporting a geod school in

| their neighbourhood under its provisions.
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