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For tho Ohristian Messenger,

THE FIRST SNOW,
B. K

Fast fall the foathory snow Nakes
Eddying and whirling around
Through the quiet air of evening

T\l they rest on the frogen grou
And with the breath of winter,

And with the falling snow,
Come recolloctions of' sorrow

That came to us win'ors ago

Choarless they seem and ceuel,
As the pity the world bestows,

nd ¢
-

On the heart that wounded and bleeding

Haw tallen benenth ite woes ;
Coldly, silently fulling,
A shroud of snow

Ayin
On '?w waution of summer and autumn

That have fadud long ago.

[ garo on the froren river,

On the landseapo withered and drear

And a'sad and lonoly feoling
Comos o'er me tinged with foar,

But saddest of all are the shadows
That belore me. come and go

As through the hage of the twilight

I gaso on the failing snow,

TN T fool the nameloss horror
The dark tareboding of wo
That came with the guest unweleo
Who came to us wintors ago,—
But yot was it not as nw{nl
o cama a blessing 4o bring,
For even that gloomy winter
Has left us dawnings ol spring.

me

And there in the hours ok darkness

And anguish o've they died

There soemed o much that was holy

That wo would havo laid aside,
For the simple faith they uttered

The mmlng carnest of heaven,
All that the tuture promised

All that the past had given,

Ab heart that is sad and pationt,
Turn not to the darker hours,
And ask not why wore gathored
Those newly Ludding flowers
By the hand of merey taken
In & fairer land they bloom

Who wore laid in the silent dwelling

That wo darkly name \he towmb,

But if it be ours in the glory
O & blest eterniry

To behold with unelouded vision
What on earth wo durkly se

Weo shall know that lifo has not brought s

A mingling of goad and il),
Hut ovon“ﬂod‘o darkest denlings
. The purpose of love falfll,
Vi Y39

Earth's m‘:ﬁy and long dark winters,
With their frost and falling snow |

Life's sadly eruel ehanges,

That have wrought »o mueh of woe,

When wo reach the blessed preson
Of God shall sweotly tell

‘That in works and ways
Ho doeth all things well.
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The Origin, Antiguity and Clalms

of the Baptists,

The Baptists aro the most snclent
ol the Chr

the Ohristian

ponsation, throw
agos, te the *

prosent poriod,

rtion

lan ohuroh, having oxisted up.
wards of 1800 years; from (he boml? 0
.

§
rk

The Author of Christianity, the Lewd

Juq Christ, the Sou of God, the

Saviour

of the World, aud the Judge of all, was &
m‘mu. The Baptists own no mere wan as
thelr founder, but the Hoad of the ohurch,
himsoll, Ho was himself burled benoath the
water of Jordun by his fore-runner, John the
Daptist, Mutt, 8: 1817, Mo requires all

hin followers 10 be buried with biw in
Matt, 28: 10, The Aposties und
Ohristians were all Baptists, Aots

pism,
rimitive
14149

18 Rom. 614 ; Col, 2: 12, Those salled

the Greek and Latin futhers were originall
Baptists, Bowe of them had belley

and yot thoy w tzed
bood Th st Bt
wards of 400

1ateoduction o:.onuum

e

tianas, for up-
yoars, wore Haptists, from

010 Great Brit- | dail

win till the introduotion ot Popery, ubout 600
‘yvnru aftor Christ,

Lufunt baptism and Popery wero introduced
into Britain at tho sumo time; and while in.
fant baptirm romwing, Popory will 1 they roso
togother, and the will both fall together, In.
fauts cunnot oboy the command to be baptised,
and none is required to obey for thom nay
more, they canuot bo baptized, for baptism
without the faith und obedience of the indi
vidual baptised is vo more than buth Mg, wud
goos for nothing, s it cannot possibly be ao.
copted of God, Rom, 14: 28. Thero is no
vuch thing in the Word of God s religion by
proxy, Kaseklol 18119, 20, Ohildron have
no claim to religious ordinances, whethor the
huve bolloving parents of no, Matt, 8: ¥, 0,
The ohild of w savage, an idoluter, & Muahom.
modan, or an infidel has as mach right to bap.
tism as the child of the holiest man in the
world ; that is to say, none ob them has un
right at all. . We oannot give baptism to our
children, beonusoe thore i no command nor oxe
wmple for- it in the Word of God, Wo do
not read in ull the New Tostamiont of one
ohild being baptiwed,  Christ did not baptize
habes, ho only took them up in his arms and
blessod thom. Let the ministors ot Josus
Ubrist, if thoy think this u duty, only do the
sumo,  Repentance, faith, and the now birth
must go belore bn,:thm. Ao 2:08; 8 87,

Tho burial of the body in water is cuson-
tinl to baptism, Sprinkling is n¢ moro bup
tism than drinklug 8 baptism, Bpriokllngh
not dippiog, but dipping is baptism ; there.

lore spriukling is not baptism. The porson
on whom water has boon only sprinkled is not

baptised, no moro than the person on whom
a }ow dr:sn of wator have boon sprinkled is
not bathed, Baptism is o Agurative death,
buriul, and resurrcotion ; in whioh the person
oonsciously und voluntarily down into
the water, and gives himsolt up to be buried
in it, showing forth his union with Christ, his
death unto sin, and his resurrootion unto a new
life, Rom, 0:8,4; Gul, 8:97, Dippiug
hax beon practised in ovo&y age from the days
of John tﬁo Bapsist until now, Sprinklin
or pouring was not brought into use till lon
alter the days of the Apostios ¥ and dippin
was the praotive in Britain till the-days o
John Kuox :‘nd TM:'&.I'I Unbnu‘:r. about 300
QUrs hgo, whon sprinkiing by degrees cropt
t’n. Aund sl d?pptng ﬂ the ‘!ulo of the
Uhurch of Knglaud, aud the universal prac.
tioo of the Gireek, Russian, Abyssinian, and
and other Kastorn churches, Tho Haptists
ure not of yesterday ; thoir antiquity is cooval
with the nnviquity of Christiunity, Yo who
love the Lord Josus, keop hix commandments,
lollow the Lawmb whithersoover ho gooth.
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PRAYING WIVES,

The following is the publie testimony of a
young wun who had been a Freesthinker, and
who was led to reflection, wud subsequontly to
Cbrist, through the exumple of an affections
ato wile, who was not gomlmd to oxpross to
him her own foelings, but who lived near to
Obelst, and at length drow her husbund with
hor to the Cross, * It is only & short time
that 1 bave hoped that I was & Ohristian, 1
was always us L called myself, & moral man,
To be this was all that 1 supposed necessary
for happiness hore or horeatter, Lo roligion 1
was o Kno-lhluhr. [ mado little acoount of
Christisnity (o the world ; L thought all pro-
teasions of religion & mere sham; [ thought
that all that would be required of & wan was
‘& moral life; T prided myselt on i ne, I was
wdll road in all the orceds and lorms of re
liglon of the day, My head was full of
argumonts ugainst religion ; L folt that no ono
was able to contute thew,  Two (hings made
& deep impression upon my mind-—u sontis
mout and wn oxawple, L will say & word of
the example, I marcied a young pious wile,
She sot bolore me » consintent Christian ox.
ample, Bhe nover argued with wo on the
sabyoct of religion ; she knew this would do
vo good, L could bave overwhelmed hor with
| arguments, but she repraved me omg day by

her sonslstent, Christian lile. 1 tolt the power

of that reproof, Lf she had not been
w"- slstent, [ would um'.:. . with

bottor with
myself ) but she said .othln;o:'nd kept livin
0

out in her life, Sho did not eonves
the “faot thut sho made me the subject of

Y ouraest prayer. This troubled me, I

Y | wans an awful one,
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 did not feol onny to huve her continually pray.
Ing for mo.  L'knew aho would not pray for
'mo unloss sho knew I noeded prayor——needed
the blosings which she endeavoured 1o pros
‘eure by rruyor. What « commentary on my
llltu! My wifo had a oalm, quiet, swoot re.
pose of spirit, Bhe onjoyed her roligion, |
‘oould oo sho did, I had to admit ft, I
know that her religion was of pricoloss value
'to hor § and if it was beyond all price to her,
I wondered why the same oaporYunoo wight
'not be boyond all prico to ma, [ was trou
‘bled wnd anxious, and sho seomed to be in u
#tato of perfeot rest. My mind beoumo vory
much arousod nnd all peace fled away from
my mind, I knew not what to do, Not a
word had as yot passed botwoosiles I know
sho was anxious about me, and’ was reying

p+{for me, and I thought sho was well aware

that I was anxious for mysell, The struggle
Here I stood, a selt-con.
domned sinner, :

“ Now lot mo sy a word about the im.
prossion. I had hourd my minister sy, In
ono of -his discourses, when I was not more
than ten years old, * that men should think of
the world as they will think of it when thoy
have been in holl or heaven a hundred yours,'
This made o deop impression, I could never
controvort tho sentiment, How poor it made
‘ovorything appoar, I had nothing but the
world, and at such stand-points how worthloss
It wan, [ was very misorable, I folt guilt
and vory wrotohed beyond expression,
thought of Kuyor. but L had nover prayed
in my lifo—how would 1 begin? You can.
ot think how wrotohed I was; It was an
awful struggle for me to get down on my
knoes ; but God brought me on my knoes; 1
was completely humbled ; I could only say
‘ God be merciful to me a sinner,’

“My wile, with & Ohristian woman's in.
stinot or penotration; soon tound out my tate
of mind, Bhe pn{od now with me, 1 was
not] ashamed to aoknowledge that I neoded

rayor, and that I prayed for mysolf, I
oved my wifo, and how unspeakablo was my

& | sonso of the blessing to wy soul of that con-
8 | sistent Christian example whioh adorned her

lila.. At lougth [ was led to embrace the Sa-
viour {m o8 Ho was offored to me in the
Gospel, Ho became my jc:‘y and hope, |
trusted him without & shadow of wuverln
and doubt, I look back to these two thin
as tho means of hopetul conversion : the light
and influence of a consistent Christian oxam.
lo, and the influence of the sentiment which
oll upon my mind from the lips of the living
prencher, when I was but ten years old, that
wo should think of it when wo have boen n
otornity ono hundred yoars, whother it be In
hoaven or In hell."—Five Years of Prayer
and the Answers"—By Rev, S, lrenawus
Prime, D. D,
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A CHOICE IN DEVILS,

Mr. Bpurgoon is reported as saying that

“ Latoly u groat deal of infidelity bad bro-
kon out In the ohurch, and he thanked God
for it, It seemed as though God had let the
devil loose wmong thom to stir them up to
renowed oxortions, He trusted that Uod
would deliver thom from a slecping devil, for

s rouring devil was o blossing rather than
the reverse,'’'

This s stating tho vaso rather strongly, but
it has o solid and consoling trush at bottom,
Thoe assaults of opposivion and of error in all
agos have boen overruled to the great advan.
tago of the truth~its cloarer statoment, it
wore vomplote establishment, and it wider
diffusion,  Faith Is iovineible, They that

ut thelr trust in the Lord ocan never bo con.
unded. They conquer in His might.. In.
fidelity, umsalling the ground ot the boliever's
hope, compels him to have recourse to thowe
woapons whioch are mighty through God to
the Jlllln down of strong holds,
hile, however, the truth is sure to pre-
wail, and faith cannot be disappointed, it doos
not follow that mnrg arganised Obristian en
terprise (or ostonslbly Ohristisn) is sure 10
sucseod. We do not douby that now or soon
there is to bo o t shaking of so-called
ot Lot i s g e TN
- ol holl cnnnot prova 0o
mh Ohrist mna.i M?h&u worldly,

political churches, in which the standard of
sppeal is to human law, oustom or expediency,
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, POLITICAL -& GENERAT, INTELLIGENCE.
“Wot slothtul in business ; fervent fn spivit,” | ‘
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’onn abide In the lmrondln‘ strifo, is u quos-
ton which may well perplox those who put
|

their trust therein, * Other foundation can

no man lay than that is laid, whioh is Jesua
COhrist."— W, & R,
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THE WATCHWORD,

In ono of the greut rook galleries of Gib.
raltar, two Dritish wsoldiers had mounted
guard ; one at onch end of the vast tunnel,
One was o believing man, whose soul had
found rest upon the Rook of Agos; the
other was seoking rest, but had not found it.

It was midnight, and these soldiers were
olnf their rounds, tho ono moditating on the
lood whioh had brought pence to his soul ;
tho othor durkly brooding over his own dise
quietudos and doubts Suddonly an ofoor
passos, ohallenges the formor, and demands
the watehword,

“The precious blood of Ohrist!" oalled
out tho voetoran, Iorfmlng for a momont the
pussword of the night, and uttering unoon. .
sciously the thought whioh was at that mo-
ment Hilling his soul; Noxt moment ho oor.
rected himsoll, and the offisor, no doubs
amused, passod on,  But the words ho spoke
bad rung through the gallery, and entered the
Vars ot‘zln tollow soldier at the other ond,
like & messugo from heaven, It weemed as if
an angel had spoken, or rathor as it God him.
;oll bud proclaimed the good nows in that wtill

our,

“The prooious blood ot Ohrist 1"
that was poace! His troubled soul was now
at rost. That midaight voioe bad spoken the

nows to him, and God bhad carried home
[ tho mossage.  “The preoious blood of Ohrist 1*
Strange but blessed watohword ; nover to be
lorgotten, For many o day and year, no

doubt, it would be the joy and rejoioing of his
heart,

Yoo,
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OUR FATHER,

T will bo a Fathor unto you, and ye shall ho

c(mm l‘mlt“dmhwu. salth the Lond mem,v.“%
h’f. Y '

Tried Obristian, thou art uot an orphan!
Thou hast & Fathor. God, in all the glory of

g | his vuture and porfeotions, is thy Father, ~He

hos adopted thee for his own, Ho has re.
genorated thee by his Spirit,  Ho has oalled
thee out of the world, and bas promised to do
o Father's part by thee. He says, v I will
be » Father unto theo.” Dost thou want ads
vico? Consult thy Father, Dost thou peed
supplies T Ask them of thy Father, Art
thou tormeniod with ocare? COust them
on thy Futher, Art thou alarmed at loes ?
Ory unto thy Futhor, Do thy difioultios aps
lmr insurmountable ?  Appeal 1o thy Puther,
dod I not merely & Fathor {n name ; he has
o Father's nature, Ho not only oalls us his
sons #nd daughters, but wishes us to uot to
wards him as suoh. We should exorcive cons
fidenoo in his love. Weo should trust in his

romives, Weo should I&pﬂl to his ‘mtorul
oart,  Wo should look for our supplios from
his hands. In everything, by prayer and
supplication, with thlnh‘hlq. wo should
lot our requepts be made known unto God,
He loves to soe us confide in his oare, rely on
his promises, uruth communioations, and,
soquiosce fn his will, Believer, whatever
trials may bofall thee, whatover troubles may
eomo upon thoe, whatever onomies may rire -
up against thee, whatever ohanges may take
place in thy ociroumstances, oune thing can.
nover belall thee—thou oanst nover bo uthar.
luss ; therofore, thou oanst never be friondless.
Thou art God's obild, however poor thy. oir.

oumstanoos, or tryluq‘tw path . What un
unspaakable mroi! ¢ are tho childron
of m.d j and if ehildren, then hoirs : heivs of
God, and Joint helrs with Jesus Gheist.”
Row, viil, 10, 17,

Throughout the whole Soripture there Is
not one ill-word against & poor sivner who fy
stript of his wsoll-rightecusness, Nuy, the
Boripture expromly points out such & man as
tho subject of gospel grace, and none ole,

A bellever's holy do‘,mtmu often gives o
ohook to the slos of others. The &mfam
stand in awe, when grace comes forth, and
sits, Nike & ruler in the gate, to be seen of all

that pase by,
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