
For the Chelstiun Messengor, 

ACADIA ATHENAEUN, 

On the evening of Mareh 11th, the mem. 
bors of this Society opened their doors for the 
adipission of their friends, As maky an the 
capacity of tho Academy Hall woull al'ow, 
accepted the invitation, 
Tho exercises of the evening were opened 

with a lively speech “from the chair, The 
routine of formal business was so arranged 
as to have a most pleasing feet, affording a 
varied scene of in‘erest and Smusempot, A 
pamber of papers, prepared by members, 
were read 5 the Sourebry, These produc. 
tions attaoted the attention of the wudience 
and received froquent expressions of gratifi. 
eution, 

Thesubjoot for discussion was then announce. 
od, “Is this the happiest age?" Upon 
which as many spoke as the time would per. 
mit, Both sidos of the subjeot wero viewed 
from wmuny standpoints, Those who took 
tho affirmative showed that we live in an age 
of progress und firm hope. «They referred 
to tho numerousdmprovements which are con. 
stautly springing up in the advancement of 
educaticn, the progress of science, the inoréhse 
of freedom, sociul and national,and the develop. 
mont of mon's minds, und their increascd 
capability of enjoying the mdhy blessings 
bestowed by the bountiful Hand, 

Those on the negative side of the ques. 
tion agreed that there had been progress 
in vice and misery, as well as in virtue and 
happiness, They compared the olussio age 
with ours, und showed how mush superior 
they were to us in poetry, elequence and oven 

_ dn some of the decpest sciences, They main. 
tained that education was wn overtasking of 
tho intellect, aud a puintul development of the 
faculties, rather than a natural und pleasant 
growth ; und that trae happiness was an at. 
tribute of the heart which could neither des 
pend upon mental cultivation nor improves 
went in science, 

The audience listened with unabated inter. 
ent throughout the whole proceedings ; feel. 
ing, no doubt a deep sympathy for both par. 
ties ax their oluima were severally advocated, 
While impressed by the remarks of those 
who portrayed the advantages of el 
they doubtless rejoiced that they lived under 
the present system of things ; or, on the other 
band, while carried back by the eloquence of 
those who vindicated the past, they longed 
for a return of the former days, 
At the clore all joined in singing the Na. 

tional Authem, and returned to thelr homes, 
I hope with happy hearts, to enjoy the pre- 
sent in reality, the pust in memory, and the 
future in prospect, 

ann 

AUDIENS, 
Wolfville, March 17th, 1504. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

HORTON ACADEMY RHNETORI- 
CAL EXHIBITION, 

The usual Exhibiton in connection with 
Horton Academy tcok place as announced on 
Wednosduy evening 10th inst. The evening 
was fine, und the admission feo, which was als 
most treble that of last year, scomed to no 
effect in diminishing the wudience, which 
crowded the spacious Gymnasium in which 
the exercises wore conducted, To say the 
Essays of the evening were good is but just 
to all, some certainly were deiter, und without 
any invidious comparison, Nos, 0, 14, & 10. 
may be set down as dest, Both in compos 
sition and delivery, these lust reflect the high. 
est orodit on their authors, . 
Tue proceedings wete colivened by music 

0 ow by an amateur choir presided over 
y Prof, Ballery with bis usual ability, 
The dialogues were of an 

ter and elicited rounds of ap 
PROGRAMMER, 

Muse, 

FoR. Foster, Aylesford, 
happiness, 
N, C. Saunders, Yarmouth. 

swusing charac. 
pluuse, 

| Power of Mab, 

4 Notuse, A winter of 

3 “Know thyselt," 

§ The unforgutten toe, Dinlogue. 
Muse, 

¢ Vanity of earthly grandeur, 
A. Locke, Locke's Island 

7 Look well te the fuundation, 
KE ©. Bpluney, Wilmot, 

# Exhibition Interrupted, Dialogue, 
Music, 

# * Excelsior,” J. McDonald, Ulgg, P. R. 1. 
MW lodividuality, J.0G. Paint, Hawksbury, CO. B, 
I Parmer aud Student, Dialogue, 

Muse. 
18 Barly Impressions, Laws Hunt, Cornwallls, 
WN Blood will tell, Dialogue. 

Music, 
M The Onses of Life, J. Wheelock, Aylesford, 
M Bolitude, J. Wallace, Wolfville, 

Narmonarn Axrunw, 

BRYAN PANON WA' FANNY, 

J 

"1D. Eaton, Cornwallils, | * 
¢ “ Marcellus wept® HW: ©, Messenger, Falmouth. | 

Christin Ftlessenger, 
* HALIFAX, MARCH 32, 1864, 

CNYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE.” 

A rermon-on this subject was preached be. 
foro the Baptist Missionary Convention of Ca. 
nuda West, by Rev, Dr, Culdicott, of Toronto. 
By the request of the Convention it was pub. 
lished, We have hud much pleasure in its 
perusal to see how well it puts the matter of 
using proporty for the cause of Christian truth 
und benevolence, An extract or two may be 
I some service to our readers, 
“There exjsts much infidelity on the subject of 

giving, - This is one of the reasons why #0 much 
perplexity, los and poverty abound. = It God's 
prople would boror him with their substance 
andthe first fruits of their increase, their barns 
would be filled with prosy (Prov. iii. 9,10), If 
they would bring all. the needed contributions 
into the Lord's house, hu would pour them out 
blessings, spiritual and temporal, increase their 
harvests and their profits, and prevent the losses 
that are now sustained both by devouring in 
sects and dishonest men, (Mal. iii, 10, 11). Min. 
isters of the gospel can in no way so thoroughly 
promote the temporal interests of their people, 
an by teaching them to be liberal. Ministers 
should never hesitate to preach on this subject, 
or to set the example. In deing so they will 
not only promote the present welfare of their 
people, but their own. If a people are taught 
to be liberal in other things, they will be liber. 
al to their minister, If ministers have impor. 
tect wie®n or doubts on this subject, no wonder 
that the people should,  * Like priest, like peo. 
ple.” It parents would secure the temporal pros | 
perity as well as the eternal good of thei 
chidren, lot them teach them liberality to the 
care of Christ—=teach them literally and liber. 
ally to seck first the kingdom of Christ, with 
the assurance that God will add temporal bless. 
ings unto them (Matt. vi. 88). No greater 
benefit can be conterred upon youth, than to 
teach thew to give systematically to the cause 
of Christ, This will teach them the true use of 
money, to hv economical for Jesus’ sake, to live 
in harmony with the divine economy, and with 
the constitution of things about them, If young 
persons would prosper in the world, let’ them 
torm the habit of systematically coutributing to 
the cause of Christ, 
How mucn snoven we Give ? 
1 Let each one give according to his ability 

(1 Pel iv. 11). Let each one give, the poor 
as well ae the rich, The blewednoss of giving 
Is to great that the poor are not to be deprived 
of it. The poor man's cent may be as much 
treasure laid up in heaven as the rich man's 
pound or thousand pounds. God - po each 
one to give according to that le hath, and not 
necording to that he fat not (2 Cor. viii, 12). 
God would have no one excused from giving, 
nor any one burdened; but computing A 
wan's ability, let him give according to that 
rule. Probably in no way ean this equality be 
attained but by every man giving a certain per 
centage of his income, his whole income, whe. 
‘ber that be derived from trade, merchandise, 
interest on gy or stock, Mortgages, reps, 
profits, wages, salary, labor, gifts, produce or 
manufactures, or any other source, 
To give rightly and systematically, every ‘one 

must give on his whole pet income, and not on 
what remains after ho bas supplied his own 
supposed necessities ; because every man can 
make his necessition cqual to his entire income, 
und vo bave nothing left for God, Let the 
mnount of the whole means, as nearly ns possi- 
ble, be ascertained tor the week, month, quarter 
or year, as it can best bo calculated for either 
of these portions of time | then, of this amount, 
WL apart a certain per centage for the cause of 
Ged and the needy, There is no one but can, 
very nearly, ascertain the amount of his means ; 
no wan that cannot dovote different portions of 
the same to different objects ; and no man can 
make a wise apportionment of Lis income with. 
out system § noue can save without system ; nor 
any one give well without system, 

But how much per cent. of their income 
ought Christians to give? When giving was 
regulatgd by law undér the Mosaic economy, 
the leraclites were required to give one-tenth of 
their income for the support of the ministers of 
religion, the Levites, alone ; one-fortieth additi- 
ve to the priests; to provide avimals, weal, 
wine and fruits for sacrifice, and offerings to the 
temple, Every seventh year they had to leave 
their land untilled, and to regard its sponta 
neous products as common property | ever 
venth year to remit debts, und every fiftier 

year to emancipate their slaves, and 10 release 
all mortgages, Every harvest they left about 
ony sixtieth of their grain 10 be gleaned by the 
poor. The Jew was required by law to give 
ahout one-third of his income to the servants 
and the service of the Lord and his poor.” 

monthly, 
“| from 

“While the primitive Chris ians devoted more 
(Shan ball of all their income 10 the cause of 
| Christ, professors of our denomination in this 
vauntry, at the present day, do not give to the 
Sie cause one-twentioth part of their incomes. 
Let them begin at once, and devote, at the very 
least, one-tenth of their whole property to the 
Lord. Surely it will not be too much for them 
to give for all objects, what the Jews gave to 
the ministers of religion wlone! But for the 
sake of systewatizing your beueficence, begin 
with one-tenth as the minimum. The following 
table shews the amount to be given weekly, 

I vB LL 

THE CHRISTIAN MES SENGER. 
TABLE A. 

10 per cent contribution, 
Yearly . 
SO, hag Monthly. yb Yearly. 

Cy ¢, [\N C. 

10 0 02 0 08 02 C100 
60 010 0 10 125 6 00 
100 0 20 0 80 2 50 10 00 
200 0 40 1 60 4 00 20 00 

Ju 0 60 240 700 30 00 
400 0 80 32 10 00 10 00 
600 1 00 4 00 12 60 60 00 

1,000 2 00 800 25 00 100 00 
2,000 TR) 16 00 50 00 200 00 
5,000 10 00 40 00 125 00 500 00 
10,000 20 00 80 00 230 00 1,000 0p 
20 000 40 90 180-00 500 00 2.000 00 
60,000 100 00 ~ 400 00 1,260 CO 5,000 00 
There are very few of Christ's disciples either 

80 pour or so young as 10 be unable 10 obtain an 
inceme of ten doll irs yearly, and out of that to 
give one dollar, The one dollar, expended on 
themselves, can make but little difference to 
their earthly comforts, but it may make a vast 
diflerence it deposited in the bank of heaven, 
or used as secd-corn for means of increased use- 
fulness. Let such a one remember that in giv- 
ing a dollar a year be has given as much to the 
Lord as the man of ten thousand a year who 
gives one thousand.” 

The proportion recommended in this 
pamphlet to be dovoted to the various 
objects und Booieties is considered very fully, 
und it the Canadian Baptists were but to 
adopt the principle here propounded, and work 
it out but partially, they would soon have 
abundance for all their operations at home 
aud abroad, The sume thing way, of course, 
be suid of the Baptists of Nova Scotia; and 
of christians generally, 

- — 

Tux EvvcarioNau Bist has now passed the 
Legislative Council, The Morning Chronicle 
of Suturduy lust guve the following report of 
the Hon, Al. McCully's speech, on the read. 
ing of the first cluuse of the bill in commit. 
tes on Friday, : 
“Hon. Mr. McCully briefly addressed the 

Committee in opposition to the Bill. He 
characterized it as a most injudicions measure, 
wrong in principle, defective in detail. It was 
80 drawn up that he believed that it was next to 
impossible fo comprehend many of its enact 
ments, some of which not entirely inconsistent 
with others were certainly not in harmony, He 
thought it the Autocrat of all the Russias should 
ever see the Dill be would be sure to send for 
the person who drafied it to make him Prime 
Minister of his Empire. 80 despotic a measure 
he had never before in his life perused.—No- 
body seemed to know whether the bill autho 
viged taxation or not, The machinery was ex- 
pensive and most critical and cumbrous. It con- 

schools tillnext October, and was well adapted, 
he thought, to create a vast amount of dispute 
and litigation, ending in the injury and. destruc: 
tion of all the best schools in the Province. Heo 
had made up bis mind to offer no opposition to 
the measure. He should move nothing, It any 
Attempt to improve it were made, and the bil) 
roved a failure, it would be charged upon the 
pposition, Ife was sorry to se it pass, but 

there seemed to be no alternatives  I'it proved 
to be a failure, as he predicted it would, the res. 
ponsibility by this course would fall upou, the 
right shoulders, 

stance of Hen. Mr, Creiglton, One or two 
were suggested by Hon. Mr. Almon, Hon. Mr. 
Creighton said he felt his hands tied gnd could 
not consent to thelr being mada, 
The Council adjourned over till Monday.” 
Since the above was in type we have read 

Mr. Oldright's report of the discussion, and 
it does not materially differ from the above, 
except that the Hon, Mr, Creighton said that 
he did not think that the government were 
by any means desirous of having the control 
of the educational machinery of the ccuntry, 
He thought that the chiot objeot of the clause 
Wai 10 suve the expense of another Board of 
instruction. ~~ His difficulty was how they 
could find time to uttend to their dutics as a 
Council of Instruction, 
On the reading of the Sth clause, Mr. 

Ureighton moved an amendment to make the 
Lospectors of Bohools, inspectors for the conn. 
ties, instead of for the districts wercly, The 
swendment passed unopposed, 

Hoo, Mr. Almon moved an amendment to 

negatived, and no amendment but those made 
by Hon. Mr. Creighton were agreed to, 
The following are the principal clauses, we 

resume which were referred by Mr, Mo. 
ally. We copy them from the amended 
Act lor the information of our readers, It is, 
doubtless, a most important measure and 
should bos well understood by the 
generally, 

18. One fifth of the whole sum a 
for common schools shall be applied 
and scattered sections 

ppro 

such terms as the Commission 
the remainder to be distributed 

class shall receive at the same rate,—that second 
clase teachers shall receive not more than three. 
fourths of the amount paid to the first class reach. 
ers~third class tea one half of the sum 
given to first class teachers ; provided that in 
cases where the | tor aball report that the 
teacher has not snotdined the standing as a teach- 

bts i a tl ilo Rg a UA 

tained no provision for the management of 

Some few amendments were made at the in| 

exempt Tcuchers from taxation, but it was 

people 

iated 
to aid poor 

in addition to the amount 
to which they may be otheryise entitled, on 

shall deuide ; 
the 

sections where suitable school houses are provid. 
vd, io such manner that teachers of the same 

March 23, 1864, 

or indicated by his IBsnse, when it shall be com- 
etent for the Commissioners to withhold the 
rovincial graut in whole or in part. 
20. The Commissioners shall allow twenty- 

five per cent. to all schools supported | y nsscwe- 
ment in addition to the amount to which they 
would otherwise be entitled, provided the in- 
spector shall report that instruction Las been im. 
partially afforded to all seeking it. 

It shall be the duty of the Trustees 
(2) To contract with and employ a licensed 

teacher or teachers for the section for a period 
of not less than five wonths, and to determine 
the amount of his cr their salaries, which mus 
be procured from the people by voluntary sub- 
scription or assessment, and not by fees per 
pupil. All conunon schools shall be free to all 
the” children residing in the section in which 
they are established. And in case the sum sub 
scribed for their support fails to be realized, the 
balance shall be raised by assessment; the amount 
previonsly paid being taken into cousideration. 

1 These clauses afford but little encourage. 
ment to Schools supported by subscription, 
No aid will be piven to any school except is 
be free to all—cvery child reccived into i 
without payment of school fees, Those 
schoo!s which are sustained by Assessment are 
to receivo n bonus of 25 per cent from the 
Provincial Grant, over and above what they 
would, if the amount from the people wore 
raised by voluntury contribution, We do 
uot clearly perceive how this is to be done ; 
for if the whole, or nearly all, of the sections 
in any district decide to accept the proposal, 
und adopt the prineiple of Assessment, how 
can the 25 per cent additional be allowed to 
(them, except it be by enlarging the Grant 
plrcm the Provincial Treasury to that extent ? 
| Aguin, if all the Districts were to adopt the 
umd mode of supporting their schools and 
this wire the correct interpretatiotrol the law, 
the grant for Common Schools would then have 
to be 878,600 instead of 8H8 KR0 us it is. 
Perhaps however we are in error in our inter. 
pretation of the ubove clauses; if so, the 
Boards of Commissioners will have to devise 
some means of muking five-fourths out of a 
whole, which we have not yet learned. 
We make these suggestions not in a cap- 

tious spirit, but by way of anticipating a 
practical difficulty which muct arise, it the 
measure become law, and to any extent realise 
the apparent intentions of its lramcrs., Will 
the organ of the government please inform ue 
on this point? J y woven 

Other sections of the bill provide the means 
for carrying out the Assessment principle. 

-— 
oo — 

THE PICTOU RAILWAY BRILL. 

Last week we pave our readers a summary of 
the action taken in the House of Asscably in 
reference to this Bill. As the Act is a short 
one and many of our readers may wish to read 
it for themselves, we copy it entire 1 
An Act to avthorize the construction of a further 

section of the Provincial Raibeay, 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and 
Assembly us follows :— 

1. The Governor in Council is hereby au- 
thorized to contract for the construction of a 
further section of Railway between the station 
house at Traro and the navigable waters of the 
harbor of Pictou, and, as tar as practicable, on a 
site adapted for a common line tor an vxiension 
of & line of railway from the station aforesaid 
to the frontier of New Brunswick, 

2. The provisions of the Chapter of the Re. 
vieed Statutes, so far as may be, are hereby 
made applicable 10 the construction and man- 
agement of such section, 

8. The Governor im Council may appropri. 
a'e any deposits in the Savings Bank towards 
defraying the cost of construction, and may 
aleo, for the purpose of this Act, issue Provin. 
cial Debentures Bearing interest at a rate not 
to exceed six per cent. redeemable in twenty 
oan, and not to exceed the sum of sixteen 
wndred thousand dollars in the same manver 
as is Revie for issuing I: bentures under the 
said C hapter of the Revised Statutes. 
The speeches on its introduction, noticed 

in our last, were sufficient to elucidate the 
measure. The giembers from different sections 
of the province bad to speak upon it, and en. 
deavored to show the consistency of their action 
on this cc@sion as compared with votes former. 
ly given. The altered state of the revere was 
the great explanation, 
The difference between the position of the 

Intercolonial road formerly ‘and now, too, had 
something to do with the speech of cach mem. 
ber pro and con, 
The following speech from one of the mem. 

bers for Pictou containe » good epitome of the 
arguments in its favor, 

Mr. D. Fraser said that What he had head 
to-night, compared with declarations made in 
ime past, convinced him that some hon, mem. 
bers could Shange their winds. The present oppositige bad frequently asserted that Mr, 
Laurie extravagant in his calculations, bus 
if he were, the bon members for Shelburne (My. pce rivalled him mn that respect, as be (ai. Locke) bad asserted that the extenston of the 
line from Trure to Pictou would cost £17,000 
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