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1 consider this movement simply mischievous, 
having a dirveot tondency, (by i forward 
a now shibboleth, a now verbal test of ro. 

liglous partisanship) to add a fresh element 
of discord to the already too discordant rola 

tions of the Ohristian world, I'do not deny 
that onre and osution are apparent on the 

{aoe of the dooument I am culled on to subs 

soribe. Bat no nicoty of wording, no artifice 
of human language, will suffice to disorimi: 

pate the hundredth part of the shades of 

meaning in which the most worldwide diffor- 

ences of thought on such subjects may be ins 

"volved ; or prevent the most gentle wordud 

and upparently justifiable expressions of ros 

gret, vo embodied, from grating on the foelings 

of thousands of estimable and woll futen 

tioned men, with ull the harshness of contro: 
voralal hostility, 

w I am, sir, your obedient servant 
cow lI WL Henson, 

w Oapel H, Borger, Faq," 

Sir John Bowring also declines adding his 

DAME, stating t= 

wt ls notposstble—nor, if possible, desirable 

=o provent comparisons betwoen the histor: 

oal revelations of the past, and the solentifie 

discoverion of the present time, The Bible 

must bo brought into the broad daylight—ou 

of the darknoss to which anolent wuthority 

condemned ft; must be tested by inquiring 

knowledge, and taken from the custod ol 

contending ignorance ; it must be cleared from | 

ite cobwebs, and purged from its corruptions, 

Nothing loss ought reasonably to satisfy thore 

who blelieve ; nothing more can fairly be dos 

manded by those who doubty but this miny 

bo asked in the interest of all, There is no 

+ presumption’ in giving to the world conclu. 

sions soberly, scrienaly, and reverently form.d, 

bo those conclusions what they may, The 

_rosting-place for * faith,’ or hope, or comfort, 

“will, atror all, be found in allowing to the in: 

telleotun] faculties with which God hus blessed 

us, thelr widest infloenesand wotion over the 

whole fleld of thought, Hy ° roving all 

things, we shall bo uble to ‘ho d fast that 

which if good," and wo may be fully assured 

that the great vorities which have stood the 

storms and shocks of w poe centurios will 

romain unbroken through coming ages. 
I am, dear ir, 

your obedient humble servant, 
Joux Bownine," 

w Professor Rienhouse, FLUE, &o,, 
London," 

A ———————
——————— 

Christian Ftlessenger. 
HALIFAX, OCTOBER 10, 1004. 

Wr have just received a copy of the 

Minutes of the Baptist Convention, prints 

od In Bt, John, N, B, The pr 3 com 

prises several important Reports of our Lost 

tutions ; the principal of those are the Report 

of the Governors of Acadia College, and the 

Report of the Foreign Mission Board, These 

will bo read with interest by the friends und 

supporters, and we trust by wany others who 

will vhortly become such, 
The Report on the State of the Denom. 

joation, which appeared in our poaes with 

our Summary report of the Conveution, 

showed a dim'nution of 81 members and 
90 appears In the Minutes, bug this, we 

find, is not quite correct, THE published 
Minutes of tho N, 8, Western Association, 
(which the chairman of that Committee had 

pot received when the report was prepared.) 

shew a membership of TH10 bord of T4090, 

ab appears in sald report, Thin gives a net 

{norouse of eleven members In the churches 
composing the Convention, instead of u de. 
oronso of 21, Still there is abundant cause 

for the observations the Committee wake in 
reference to this olroumstunce te 

“ That the small amount of invrease this year, 
smaller than In any previous year, since thes 

Reports began to be lwued, Is a melancholy 
fact 10 by po deplored by all well-wishers to 

the cause of the Redeemer, 
‘That It behoves the pastor and deacons, and 

the servants of God generally, 10 institute seri 
ous inquiry Into the state of the. Churches, with 
a view to asceriain, it possible, whether any ob- 
staves have been thrown in the way of the truth, 
cr whether by defective discipline or criminal 
inactivity, any have * hindered the Gospel of 
Chris.” 

and further 

“ That It Is Incumbent on ve to seek the Lord 
with all humility and earnestness, entreating him 
10 * turn us again, and cause bis face to shine 
upon us, that we may bi saved (* and that there: 
fore the churches be requested to set apart a day 
for this purpose, In agreement with the practice 
of former years, 

The rst Tuunsvay in Deoxmpen has been 
pamed dor the simultaneous observance of a 

DAY or HUMILIATION anv PRAYKR, 

in the Baptist churches throyghout the three 

Provinoss, to seck from’ the God of Heaven 
a renown! of Hix mereilul visitations, avd a 
Revival of religion amongst us, 

The whole history of the past may teach 
as that such spevlal worvices, observed in a 

right apirit,==n careful enquiry amongst ours 

ib, as to what may have proved a hind. 
panoe, and an urgent desire and prayer for 
tls removal of whatever is not according to 

godliness, will be attended with a blossing 
trom on high, and an outpouring of the Spirit 
upon the people, 

‘Chis is a subject which should command 

the earnest cousideration of all, ‘but more 
espooiully of the watchmen on the walls of 

Zion, We would suggest that it might very 
yroperly ocmmand their pens as well as their 
tho aud tongues, Wo shall be glad to re. 

colvo, without delay, communications bearing 
on the subjeot, 

-e 

DENOMINATIONAL, 

Tauri is the samo in all ages, and is not 
affected by the favor in which it is held at] 

any particular period of time, or in any one 
pa. Men change in their opinions and res | 
ationships, but, by so doing hy do not alter, 
or invalidate, the foundation ut what God bas | 

established, His requirements are not des 
pendant on the views entertained by - 
erring mortals, Wo have varicus means 
Jaced within our reach by which we may 

discover truith==exporience, diligent enquiry 
into the fuots of history, and, wbove all, ex: 
amination of the Soripturos==will show us’ 
our errors and direct us into the light res 
peoting all nocossary truth, 
We publish on our first page an account of 

ono ol thoso changes of relationship, which 
wo often find recorded in our cotemporary 
poriodioals, Whilst we regard such avowals 
ol conversion to Baptist principles as dvis | 
donoos of the force of truth, and as reasons 

why wo should foal encouraged that it is 
making progress, yot, we would not exult| 
over them, as, in themselves, proving that the 
views so adopted are moro corrcot than those 
relinquished, We have eno 
00 in human frailty to humble us, and to 

tench un to place but little confidence in mun, 
The repeated injunctions in God's word har 
monise with ‘the results of experience, in di. 
——y to trust in God rather than in men, 
oven though they be prinoes, 

There bus of late 
oussion in the Baptist 
relorence to some who have gone out from 
the ranks of the Buptist body, lor the purpose 
of becoming clergymen in the Church of 
Eogland, sud among the Indepondants, EF 
forts have been made to account lor these 
ohangos, Some of the parties who have for 
sakon what we regard as the truth, in respect 
to baptism, do vot hesitate to shew, perha 
unintentionally, that they have done so for 
the purpose of improving their position, | 
The treatment they have received and ol 

which they complain in connection with their 
former wdhorents, has vot in rome oases 
equulied their expectations, Doubtless there 
huve been instances in which the people have 
pot come up to their duty, and this has been 
to thelr ministers a source of real trouble 
and vexation; and it is not surprising that 
they should seck a change, We douby, how. 
over, i such relief is a pormancut cure, When 
men oy into a slivation where they are not 
cqual to the position, it is convenient for 
them to remove to another, Some have sug: 
gostod us a rewson for such defection that 
there in a defluiency of instruction wfforded in 
the Buptist collogiute iustitutions in Englund, 

ou the subject of buptism and the constitution 
and polity of the christian church, Others 

n considerable of diss 

again have attributed them to the practise of i 
open communion in many of the churches, 
Tha reasons may have had more or less to 

with sald ohunges of relationship, but we 
do not think it should be cause of alarm, that 
in such oiroumstances as muny of tho Baptist 
churches of Kogland are, there should, 

from: wmong the students “in Mr, Bpurgeon's 
College, be a young wan or tw ~ = should 
beoowe pedobaptists, whilst a hundred or 
more become uselul rr of the gospel 
— Baptist principles, nor is it at all 
surprising that an unsuccessful minister should 
pe r » position of comparative vase in the 
istablished Church to that of a laborious, 

sell.denying Dissenting pastor, 
Wao would pot have it supposed by these 

remarks that wo think it impossible for a man 
to become a pedobaptist from coavietion, aler 
hy been a» Baptist; but wo should think 
that his eduontion, as a Baptist, had, in such 
oats, boon somewhat imperioot, 

pe— 

EDUCATIONAL, 

Next Tuesday Is the day appoloted by the 
new Sohool Aot for the first annual meetin 
under that law, to be held in every Bohoo 

h in what we P 

ress of England in |P 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
oleoting Trustees for the ensuing year, und 
for providing means, in nooordunce with said 
Aot, for ily the School during the 
samo period, This muy be done olthot by 
subsoription or Assessment, but tho vote must 
be taken on that day, or the Hohool is dw 
rived of a partioipution of the Provincial 
rant, 
A now Era is to begin on the first day of 

November in the educational arrangements in 
Nova Scotia, Free Sohools are thencelorward 
to be the order of the day. lt will be for 
the inhabitants in each Section, ta attend such 
meoting and seo that fit and ovens oraons 
are put in the responsible position of Trustees 
of their Bohool, Perhaps there is no service 
which good mon oan render the people in 
thoir several localitics than those connected 
pith this ceo, The whole officlency of the 
aw, to benefit the rising goncration, depends 
upon the vharaoter of the Trustees chosen a 
that meeting, The Beerctary of the Trustees, 
at least, should be one of the most intelligent, 
aotive, businoss men that can be obtained, 

The condition of the Schoolhouse should 
also be taken into consideration at this meet 

ing, and it it is likely to be condemned by 

tho Commissioners or Inspeator, it had better 
be condemned at ones by the inhabitants as 

sombled on this ocension, and steps taken by 

way of preparation lor buliding a HOW one, 
fh is to bo rogrotted. that so little hus been 

said in the press by way of reminding the 

pope of their du'y tu attend these meotings 
on Tuesday next, This is the paste. thing 
the Bohoollaw demands of all; independent 
ol denomination or party, in Church and State, 

Wo have not heard of any thing being done 
tomurds carrying out the provisions ol the 

law in the Qity of Halitax, exoept that the 

[uspector for the County, and u new Board of 
Qommissioners have been appointed, We 
have not learned if the School Sections have 
been defined, It they have not it is time 
they were, or the Clty will stand w good 
ohabeo of being without uny portion of publie 
money for tho ensuing year, 

The educational arrangements in many 
laces in the rural distriots, ave fur in advance 

ot Halifax, The Bohoolshouses are better, 
the school furniture is superior, and the 

Teachers in many places, we bolieve, aro bet. 
ter qualified for thelr work, ‘This surely 
should not be, No exception is made in the 

Ootobor 10, 1804, 
—————— ————————— — ————— 

pose the remark i intended to apply to him. 
soit, Wo shall sce now if the editor bus the 
courage to do what In right, 

Union or Tur Qorontes =The Conference 
at Quebeo are doing thelr business very lel 

surely, Dinvors.and a ball in the Assembly 
Rooms appear to be consldored neocssar 
adjuncts to these politionl gatherings, It ls 
supposed that w similar round cf entertain. 
ments will be given to the Dolegates at Mon. 
tren] and other places, A despatch from Ques 
ron to the M. Chronicle on Monday, states 
that 

“ The constitution of the Federal Legislative 

Council is reported settled as follows i==Seventys 
eight members for the Canadas | twenty-four 
each for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick { and 

ton each for Prince Edward Island and Nowe. 

foundland, 
The Quebeo Board of Trade entertained the 

Delegates at dinner on ea os § Phere wana 
’ large attendance, A number 0 

made, 
Report says that invitations have been re 

oelved by the delegates from Montreal, Toronto, 
Hamilton, and London, to public demonstrations, 
in their honor, ‘They are unaccepted as yot, as 
- date of the rising of Conlerence is uncer 
tain” 

poeches were 

NEWS SUMMARY, 

Oun English mails arrived on Wednesday 
evouing, bringing London dates to the let 
inst, 

Oonsiderablo pressure how lately beon folt 
in the Koglish nr market, A number of 

fallures if different departments of commerce 

had taken place, Tho wost important was 
thut of the Leeds Bunk, an old und extensive 
establishment, No fear, however, of any 
general interruption of ww matters 

appears to be entertained, und the partial 
punto which at first prevailed, had in a groat 
measure subsided, - 

The war with the natives in New Zealand 
In still going cn, and although some very de 
olded advantages had been galued over the 
insurgents, there seems no immediate prospect 
of a termination of hostilities, 

In China the Government have been very 
successful in several uotions with the Tues 
ings, and had recovered the anolont city of 

Act respooting the Oity, and we seo no way 
in which tho 

rticipate in the Provinelal Grant, except by 
complying with the terms provided for them 
in common with other parts of the province. 
Wo seo no reason why tho youth in the 

metropolis should not have at least equal ad 
vantages with those of more soattered Dis 
triots, The Free Scholars at present at the 
Qity Schools are in a condition of degrada. 
tion ay compared with those capable of pay. 
ing the fees, Such free tuition is injurious 
in every way, and should be brought to an 
ond, but where all are tree und payment is 
mude the privilege and duty of all wlike, the 
school becomes in reality a public lustitution, 

and its success a public benefit, 

Wx have been reminded by a friend thut 
wo hardly did justice to the Witness last 
woek, by the extract in condemnation of the 
arrangements of the Education Act we copled 
from its columns, Its complaints were of 
such & nature that wo did not choose the 
worst part of them, and we rdon for 
tho len‘ency with which we deult with our 
irancible neighbor, We were not sufficiently 
acquainted with the gentlemen uppointed to 
be Vommissionors of Schools in the several 
oountlos, to know whether the editor's esti. 
mate of them was correct, On a second 

rasal of his remarks we think the serious 
charges he brings agaiost the Commissioners 
of Bohools should be exposed, and either sub. 
stantinted or withdrawn, This, then Is the 

oharacter applied by the Witmess to those 
gontlemen : 

In the appointment of Commissioners the 
Council of Education soem to have been res 
ulated by no unifora principle, In some vases 
the Boards are reasonably small, (Halilax city 
for instance.) in other vases they are Inordin. 
ately large, ~in many instances twioe and three 
times larger than they ought to be. While 
the notoriously illiterate, and the vonfessediy 
violous and profane, and appointed Commision. 
ors of Buhools, and some of the finest scholars, 
best educationiste and most excellent men, in 
the provinee, who had for years held that oflie 
havo been suporsoded, Buch conduct Ix utterly 
without excuse. 

If “the notoriously illiterate, and confess. 
edly vicious and profane are nted Com. 
missioners of Schools”, It would not be diffi. 
oult to name thew, Which of the Halllax 
Commissioners will answer to such a descrip. 
tion? Will the Witness please give the ins 
formation 1 It t to bo done it Is be 
true. And If he will say this of the whole, 
he should be p {0 substantiate is, so es 

Section In the province, lor the purpose of 
wy 

to have the gross error rectified, Every one 
of the newly-appoluted gentlemen may sup: 

hools in the Oity can legally | P 
ankin, which for several yours has been in 

ossossion of the rebels, It is, however, in a 

state of utter ruin, It was formerly the 
oapital of the Empire, and was suid to con. 

tain two millions of inhabitants, 

A Treaty has taken place between the 
French Emperor and the Ltalian Government, 
by which the Frenoh troops are to be with. 
drawn from Rome within two yours, and the 
Pope allowed to keep the remnant of his do 
minions; The seat of the lialian Govern. 
ment 1s to ba removed from Turin to Florence, 
ry ooutral Qity of the new Kingdom of 
taly. 

Politloal matters throughout Kurope are 
generally quiet, 

The Prince and Princess of Wales had 

ot to Stookholm, ‘on a visit to the King of 
w eh, - 

Nothing of moment had transpired durin 
the wook on this side the Atlantie, The dil 
forent armios In tho south are in close prox. 
imity to each other, but no fighting has oo 
ourred, The great exciting question through. 
out the Union is the election of the new 
Presidens, The strong probabilities are that 
Mr. Lincoln will be re-elected, 

Wotices, kr. 
NANA 

Meetings of the NN, , Home Missions 

ary Board, 

Wednesday, Sept, Tth, 1804, 
Present ~Rev, AJ. NE | the chair, 
Revds, Dr, Pryor RR, Philp, A. F, Porter, Broth. 

ren 8. Belden, John Steele an Eh 
Letters teed from ovds. D. W. C Dimock, A 

Shipman & , UO, Shaw, Ronald MoDouald, and 
Bro, ¥. 8. Canningham 

colored population, and | mo, 10 the white people in 
destitute places, 

Rev, A. NH, Munro, thren Dr. Parker, Oeo, 
Present =), W, Nutting, in the Br 

Becrelury. 
ad from Revds, John Miller, N, Baker, Lettors 

and Bro. 8, pe rom =~ 
iment, = Rov, John Miller, 8 mos, to Aut: 

gonishe, 
Wednesday, Oth Oct, 

Po . Dr, Pryor, In the ehair, 
Brethren Eioen, D. Thompson, Alex, Robin 

son, and Boo etary, 
oilers from Revds, John Miller, Wm, KE. 

mf uw Fh ARren Jot. dk Ne Ae, lip, Bre ron Jus, Murray, an "Klis 

Appointment, ~Rev, A, P, 

New rng rt en +o P. Shields, § weeks a 
Co. 

moun vod by the Treasurer aslnee last 
acknowledgement, 

r d Cornwallls Churoh.sssiveees@id 
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Cornwalds Ohuroheieesianne 

Wednesday, 20th Sept, 
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