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DAPTISEM NOT A BEAL,
Pat 1
§ DPrefutory,

Some time sgo a pamphlet was published in
this Island with the following title t=* Practical
Reflections on Baptism : by Rev. Edward Wil
liaws, D D, Extracted from bis Larger Work
on Baptism” 1 bave already commented on

phraseology wo ‘mnbllahod. that 1t 1s recolvel

| without question as a fiest prineiple.” ~And

what says the Westminister Confession, that
great Prosbyterian standard ¥ Baptism is o
sncrament of the New Testament, ordained by
Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn admision
ol the party baptised into the visitle chureh,
but also 10 be unto him a sign.and seal of the
covenant of grace, of his ingrafting into Christ,

| of regeneration, of remision of sine, and of his
growing up unto God through Jesus Christ, to|

walk in newnom of life.” Thus also reads the
first centence in the™ Reflections” =" The Gos
pel contains geod tiding cf great joy, which shall
te unto all people § and the lepacy, the inestl
mable treasure, bequeathed to us by the last
will and testament of our Divine Saviour, He

this pumphlet, in & lecture delivered in the hamln. hot only with His blood to satisly Justles,

neighborbood of the Presbyterian minister sup-
posed to have put it forth, But circumstances
which need not here be stated seem to demand
that 1 should deal with it in the columns of the
Messenger.  Henve the present series ofarticles,
My remarks witl be pretty much limited to ore
thought of the * Reflections;” reaching out, of
coutse, 1o the certain aspects and relations of
that thought,  To making these remurks 1 shall
ondeavour to avoid bitter personalties, W hat-
over [ may say that seemawevore will be directed
ageinst sentiments rathier than individuals. |
may expose error, which I am bound to tuke and
condemn,  Yet I would deal kindly with thowe
who hold that error. 1 see among them broths
ern in Christ,  Mistaken, indeed; but brethren
siill § wnd theretore falling within the range of
the lovely apostolic wish, which 1 cheeriully
adopt as my own=* Grace be with adl thew
that love our Lord Jusus Christ in sincerity.'”

§ Dr. Wilkiams,

Before 1 provesd Tought to say a few words
about Dr. Wililams., He was a great and good
man o hisday, while his memory is yot deserved.
ly held in bigh esteem, e was for many years
President of a Congregational Ministerial Col
tege in the north of Eogland, He was distine
guished as a writer and editor. 1 have belore
me & catalogue of works prepared by him, eme
bracing more than thirty articles on a great
variety of subjects, and inc'uding an abridge.
ment of Owen on the Hebrews, with editions
of the voluminous works of Doddridge and
Edwards. Llis treatise on the Equity and Sov.
ereignty of God 1 am happy to possess. It isa
work o! marked ability and of great and perman-
ent valu, shewing him to bave been, as an ex-
pounder of moderate Calvinism, a worthy fellow-
laborer with Fuller, rod forerunner of Howard
Hinton. When Booth's great work entitled
“ Pwdobaptiem Examioed, on the Principles,
Concessions, and Reasoning of the Most Learned
Pwdobapting,” wade its appearance, Dr. Wil
Naws came out with an answer to it.  The title
of his work was, in part, an imitation ofthe title
of Booth's work, DBut alas I enly in part | since
be could say nothing about the concessions of
Anti-] wdobaptists,  From the days of Dr, Wil-
lams until now indeed, Padobaptist concessions
have still grown upon us; #o that it wure no
dificult task 10 collect large additions to those’
supplied to us by Boo bs not forgetting the recent
notable ones made by IL W, Beecher. But a
writer of theso days would find it quite as lhard
(o collect Anti-paditaptist concessions as Dr.
Williams found it.  Here is the title of his work
agalust Booth t=* An'ipwdobaptism Examined
or, & Strict aud lmpartial_Inquiry into the Na-
ture and Design, Subjects and Mode of Bap-

“Uism. Including also an luvestigation of the

<~ Nature of Positive Institutions in_ General, and

"Ocensional Sirictures on Human Ceremonies in

Matters of Religion”, This work . used to be
published in two volumns 12 wo, and isshe one
from which the * Practical Reflections™ bave
been extracted. These * Refloctions® 1 have
before mo, as nlso Booth's reply to the work
from w Ligh they are taken. The doctor s work
bears the marks of its autbor's great intellectual
power. Yot it shews, in common with the writ.
fogs of Wardlaw and Dwight on the subject of
baptism, together with those of many able men
beside on the same theme, the Insufficlency of
mere human forve to sustaln itself againet the de-
olslon of the Divine Word,  An archangel must
break down here. no less than an idiot. For
“ what I8 the chafl' to the wheat, saith the Lord.”
And so I venture on my present engagement, not
without hope that I mny plerce the armous even
of & champlon like Williams.

§ ¢ Practical Reflegtions.”
Taking the dovtor's pamphlet in hand, I find
that it turne largely upon one thought —~THAT

BAPTISM 1§ A sRAL. The thought is not pe-

but also by His institutions, for our instruction
and vomfort=And as this,” adds the doctor,
farther on, ** is the vharacter of gokpel institutions
in general, so it s particularly of baptism in an
emivent degree.,” Upon this thought the doctor
rings changes throughout the whole of his * Re-
flections,” Now this | take to be a great fals
lney § one, moreover, fraught with false and
dangerous consequenves, scmie of which appear
in the vitation taken, as above, from the West.
winister Confession. They come out very
strikingly, however, in Dr. Williama's pumphlet,
ax | propuse to show herealter. For the pre.
sent, I must endeavour to eaplode the great
primary fallacy that baptisn is @ seal, while |
maintain the contrary position, that Baptism is
not & weall
§ What s a seal. ?

What, according to Eastern usages, is the idea
attached to a seal? The lmportance of this in
quiry will be muanifest as 1 proceed. In Gen,
xli. 49, we read thus =" And Pharaoh took ofl
his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's
hand.” This no doubt, was a signet ring, con
taining & stamp or signet.  Btamps, or signets
are aflised to documents in the Kast, and answer
the same purpose as signatures among us, Our
own employment of seals, as well as signatures,
as applied to legal documents illustrates this
Eastern usage.  With this difference, however,
==that wo require the signature with the seal;
whereas in the East the seal alone has the of
fect which we give to both seal and signature,
The statement hore made .is clearly illustrated
in Esther vill. We read there, first that Aba-
suerus ** took ofl' hig ring, which he had taken
from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecal.,” Next
wo find the same monarch giving lnstructions
for the issuing of a decree, and adding a diree-
tion about the application of his ring to this de.
eree t=* Write yo also for the Jews, as it liketh
you, in the kings name and seal it with the king's
ring ! for the writing which is written in the
kKings name, and sealed with the Ring's ring,
may no man reverse.” The loading idea bere
is that of a certificate, or security, lHore s o
royal decree, certiffed by the royal signet. It
is under & royal seal, It proceeds from the
king, A royal «fficacy pertaing to it.  Such s
the secular idea amociated with the use ol a seal
i@ the word of God,

§ The Sacred Idea of Sealing,

I pass from the secular to the sacred. And
here we bave the idea of sealing elovated and
sanctified,  The Acaven/y.seal inthat in Aeavenly
things which the carthly seal is in earthly things,
Here are heavenly documents, certified aud assur-
el by a heavenly signet=~sealed by the hand of
Jehovah, Thus Christ, the Word and Wisdom of
God, God's great document, sent down from
heaven to earth, speaks of bimself~*" iw
hath God the Father sealed.” That s, the
Father, by the miracles wrought by his Son,
gave assurance to men that he was what he pro-
fussed to be, and attached his own signet to the
lofty claims of thay Son.  Which miracles, again
wore wrought by Christ through the agenoy of
the Spirit, Thus DPeter tolls us, *how God
anointed Jesus of Nusareth with the holy Spiri
and with power 1 who went about dolng gowd,”
the apostle proceeds, * and healing all that were
oppressed with the devil § for Ged was with
bim” 'Thus are wo Instructed, as now' ere vlw,
in the leading sense of the term sealing as ap-
plied in Beripture to sacred uses.

§ Baptism does not correspond with this {dea.

Here, too, should seem to be the thought in
the mind of Dr. Williams, when he describes
baptiss as & seal.  Thus he writes i The all.
suflicient God, (how shall 1 express mysell ¥)
Jenovau gives Himeelf to me. Astonivhing
conveyance | ‘1 will be thy God ! says He
Ho confirms it with his oath, and ratifies it with
His woal. . . o 1f it be not & truth, that |

ouliar to De. Williams, “ That baptism and the
Lord's Bupper are seals of the covenant.” says

Dr. Carson, * is & doctrine so common, and o‘.

a0 & Daptized. person, am privileged with this
covenant grapt, * 1 will be thy God ' then 1
may question whetber the sun ever shone upon

Britain on a vommer's day ! Just here exhib.
ited in no vquivoual termw, we have the grand
fallney which Taow swek to explode, 1 think I
have above correotly presented the Biblieal idea
of sealing as applied to sacred uses, I hall now
endeavour to shew in opposition to the views
put forth by Dr. Williame, that there ix nothing
in baptivm which corresponds to that idea, But |
must resurve my argument here to another

week, “J. Davis,
Clarlottetown, P. K. I,
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For the Christian Messenger,
Lolterings at Parrshoro.
No. 8,

Iresumed my rambles in compary with a
loquasious, but intelligent companion, e had
followed for many years the ovcupation of a ped.
lar, or travolling merchant, and in this capavity
had visited evory County in the Province | had
traveled Parrsboro fiom Moose River -toAdvo-
cate Harbor; was posted up as regards the pecu.
laritios of the people | versed in all the legends
and traditions of the country | in fine, was a sort
of universal genius, at home on every sub.
Jout 1

“ He talk'd of politics, or prayers,

Of daggers, or of dancing bears,
Of battle, or the last new bonnets,”
with equal familiarity, Ile was the very man
to interest an inquisitive traveller therefore, |
thanked my stars, that T had made his acquaing.
ance. We carried with us our rifles, and fish.
ing apparatus.  Thus equipped, we were equal.
ly ready, either for business, or a * lark,” Wo
sauntered carelessly along until we came to a
part of the wood, called tl e Dug.way, when my
companion suddenly exclaimed. “ Do you
know that this place has, or rather had, the re-
putation of being haunted™ ?  No, roplied 1, bus
do tell me, * Well, " said he, * this place was
once the terror of school boys, while those of rip-
or yoars, had awful stories to tell about the
Dugsway ghost : but 1 well give you my own
sxperience. About twenty.five years ago, | was
travelling from Amberst to Parrsboro in order to
take the Packet for Windsor | from thence to
Halifax to buy my usual stouk of goods, The
night was rather hany, scarcely a star blinking
in the sky, and when | was about midway of this
hill, 1 heard a trampling behind me as of horse's
foet, ] looked around and there saw a strange
luminous appearance, and could hear the dull,
hoavy sound of feet striking the ground with
great force, My firet impuise was to run
away as fast as poseible ; but then a etrange
fascination possessed me, to see more of the
mysterous thing, and, I posible, to ssoertain
its character, 1 halted upon the side of the 10ad,
and with fear angd trembling, awaited the result.
My dog usually courageous enough, crouched at
my feet, and whined piteously, As the Thing
drew near.
& human figure on horseback ; upon a closer
inspection, it presented the appearance of a man,
arrayod in military costume, his face swollen and
convulsed, his eyes starting from their sockets,
with a gash in his left chesk, from which the
blood flowed voplously | he was minus the right
arm, while with the left he guided his horse, My
proximity to what Tsupposud to be, & supernatur
al being, vompletely uunerved mie, my haire liter
ally stood on end, the atmosphere grew colder and
at last became positively ey my blood seemed to
congeal in my velus, hnd chiculation was only re-

vance of me. Ilitherto it had moved very slow-
ly, but now quickened ite pace, and rushed with
preat rapldity down the stevp on the lower side of
the road, and disappeared.” Now, whether ho bad
been imbibing from the inebrating cup, that fruit.
tul sourve of spectral illusions; or whether, he real-
ly saw & veritable ghost, | am not propared to
say : but gentle reader, you have the story ms |
got it from him, you must therefore draw your
own cenclusions, I have been informed, that his
ghostehip has not made himsell visible for somg
yoars, to the great relief of the timid and .
perstitious. An old Acadian has erected his
house at the foot of the” Dug-way, and cleared
away the thivk woods, that once made such an
excellent lodging plave for the ghost. The luno-
va'ing band of man, has vompelled his ghostahip
to take his departure, to s more suitable locality,
10 the duserted yrave gard the delapidated house;
the lonely woods | for these are plavis most con.
gonlal to ghostly propensities, Thus it Is, the
wareh of improvement in driving all the ghosts
and hobgobline out of the laud: and they will
ore long be numbered amonyg the things that
were., Our route lay directly thiough & strag-
gling place, which bore the euphonious title of

Monkey fl'm. The country appeared to be

Of Ruskin's prese, or Shakespear's sonnets, ..

I could distinetly see the outline o

stored, when the ghost got some yards in ade
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extremely rugged and broken { a muss of hills,
made and deep gulehes it seemed as ifnature had
& number of hilly, in order to soatter them over
& large area, but in some freak, had dropped
them altoguther in this place ; where they tums
bled about in the wildest confusion,

As wo Journeyed along, my friend's loquacity
increared, for he rattled on with a volubility per
foetly astonishing { now he talked absut love
and romance } then a dissertation on cooking}
now some snntches of poetry § then a philippie
against crinoling  and finally got highly excited
about that old philosopher I'ythagoras; and
contended that mankind had never yot rendored
him Justice, What good did he ever do ¥ I asked,
“ What good ¥ voviferated wmy frivnd; “ why it
wan Pythagoras, who discovered that famous
theorem, vie, that the square of the hypothes
nuse of a right-angled triangle, ix equal to the
sum of the squares of the other two sides : and
what would the mathematicians do without it
Copernicus and Newton whom all delight to
honour, derived thelr theories from I’ythagoras.
Morvover, the temperance community are deep-
ly indebted to him, for he was one of the earliest =
lecturers, a ploneer in the great work of temper-
ance reform.  He preached sobsoty to the peo
ple of Crotona, more than five hundred years
befora Christ: and the sons of Temperance,
would do themselves honour, by adépting him
as the patron o' their order. But Pythagoras
was & heathen, T obsurved, aml you know he was
vory hetercdox in his religious opinions: and
would you recommend a body of christian men
to relect a pagan as thelr patron ¥ « Well then,
continued my companion, * they might give him
a christian appellation by christening him saing
Pythagoras § for (bringing his hand down with
emphasis,) less desorving men have been canon-
imed, and oceupy & place in the calendar” ‘The
droll remarks and vonversation, of my volatile
companion, although perhaps not always striotly
accurate, yot always amusing, whilled away the
time until we came to the Hallway River Lake,
a beautiful sheet of water, with a beach covered
with fine white sand. At some distance, we ob-
sorved & lady, evidently enjoying a walk by the
lake ; she moved gracelully, but thy distance
prevented us from scanning her foatures; hows
ever, in imagination we painted her as some
beautiful my mph ; and my vompanion exclaimed,
“ O for the pen of & Walter Scott, that T might
immortalize her, as another Lady of the Lake,"
and (be continued, addressing himeell to
me,) == * although our Lady of the Lake,
might have to yield the palm to Sir Walter's
more oelebratod heroine,—our lake will lose
nothing by comparison with Looh Katrine, If
this really charming lake, were situated in some
foreign country, Nova Scotians would be eager
to pay it & visit, and wax eloquent in its praise |
but because it belongs to their own Provinee,
they cannot appreciate it. It is really wonders
ful, sald he, * how many objects of interest lie
in and about our daily paths, from which we
might derive both lnstruction and amusement,
yet we troat them with perfoct indifforence, and
fly away to far distant scqnes, forgetiing that
equally fteresting rovnes, and objeots liv at our
very_ doors”  We soon put om fishing tackle
into requisition, and hauled up a numb.rof the
finny trive, and such trout ! why they would
have made dear old lzane Walton go into rap-
turos | We fished and played, and talked and
sung, until the day was far advanced, and the
innor man gave signs of unvasiness, not to be
mistaken, We therefore lighted a fire in the
woods, by the side of the lake,were we broiled our
pisentorial trophios, and around a table formed
from an old stump, without catsup or butter, or
vondiment of any kind, we acted out the ad-
age, that * fingers were made before kuives and
forks.” © Thus ended our days amuserfent, and,
Just s the sun was sinking bebind the west-
ern hills, wo started for howe.

Syrvanus Opep Smitu,
Pugwash, Sept: 1864,
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For the Christian Messenger,
AMERICAN BIBLE UNION,

American Bible Undion Rooma,
New Yurk, October 8, 1004,

Dean Brorusn, -

Our Bible Union Anniversary takes place on
the 20th and 27th of this month., We unticl
pate & mweting of extraordinery Interest.—
The entire Nuw Testament, Revised, from the
Final Committee, will be printed by that time,
Thus & perlod s reached- in the history of the
Bible Union long wished for; and this gives
assuranve to our friends that the entire work is
steadily advancing to completion.

Our wision in your provinces oclosed Septem-

‘Im 20th. A history of our travels in the pro-




