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life and vigour into our terpld minds, yo 
that we may have * fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting 1ife," And an the plant 

wa upwards, and expands to the beams of 
he natural sun; so" Fs does the bellov. 
or turn to tho Bun of Righteousness” for 
+40 supply of all spiritual needs, thut ho al: 
#0 may “grow in gruoe” end be a living branch 
of the * true vin," WAitag in patient hope 
for the time whon he may bo transplanted to 
the * botter Innd,"" under the more immediate 
ars ol the grout ** husbundwun,"==John xv, 

“Chistian Ftessenger. 
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THE PAST YEAR'S PROGRESS, 

No christian with right feelings towards 
Christ and his church, and a propor considera. 
tion of the bost interests of his ellowmen, 
oun bo indifferent about the progross of we 
Redeomer's Kingdom in the world, w nd. 
vancemont of truth and righteousness among 
the nations of the earth generally, aud in the 
different religious denominutions, demands a 
place in the prayer and sympathies of all 
good mon, Qur own home boing nearer 
and dearer to us thun what is more distantly 
conneoied, we naturally feel a deeper concern 
in whut relates to our own country, and es 
peola’ly in regard to the religious body with 
whioh wo wre immediutoly connected, The 
enoronchments made on the territory of sin 
and Satan, must ever have special futeres 
for the luithiul soldier of the cross, 
Muny of our ronders, animated with foels 

ings such uw these, look forward to the ane 
nual gathegiugy ol our Associations to asoors 
tain what “progress has been made by the 
churches united in them, 
The statistical information given in the 

Lotters from the churohes muy, to some minds, 
resent but few attractions, but to those. who 
ook at them as the results of a year's labor 
and prayer, and of the Divine operation on 
the hearts of men, they possess sn interest 
far beyond the mero figures by which such 
facts ure indicated, 
On listening to the story told by the let. 

tors at the two Associations alrouady held, one 
could but compure it with that of some for. 
mor yours when large ingatherings have boon 
made, With few exceptions the additions to 
the churches during the year were compara. 
Mvely small, This seoms to bave been the 
experience of the churohos in other plucos no 
loss than in this Province ; an exocollent article 
in the Loudon Freeman intimates that simi. 
lar results appear in the County Baptist Ase 
soolations fn Groat Britain, The fuots und 
spirit of the artigle are so well adapted to 
our own olroumstances, thut wo need make no 
apology lor vupying a portion of it inte our 
columns. It will supply very appropriate 
reflections and form w very suitably conclu 
sion 10 these brief romariy je 
Bravo rics AND Puoserniry.=*The annual 

meetings of many at least of our County Aw 
sochnt ions have Just been held, and the churches 
have been called upon, nevording to cu tom, to 
render a report of their progress during the year, 
00 far as that progress can be Judged of trom 
outward signs, or summed up in statistical tables 
The results, of course, are net yor published, 
and we are therefore in no position to wa) 
whether the unlavourable report wo hear from 
some quarters is only exceptional, of Is to be res 
garded as a specimen of the general vondition 
of things. Whichever may be the true \luw of 
the matter, the recurrence of this yearly season 
of spiritual or ceelesinnticnl stock taking Wa) 
render not altogether inappropriate a tow wonly 
00 the vonneetion between statistion and [Prose 

rity =the degree in which returns, given chives 
through the medium of fguros, can accurate. 

ly or adequately represent the real condition or 
progress of a Christian church, The acoep 
wove of right ms on this subject woul 
80 far, wo think, To prevent undue depression 
whore the statistical results are unfavourable, 
and, on the other hand, would restrain that in. 

tenee for mere numerical inoroase, which may 
ead 10 the hasty admission Into the church, of 
persons whose lines 10 be thre bs more or Juss 
questionable, 

Let us not be misunderstood. Wo are not 
counrelling Indifference to numerioal increase as 
ono element of prosperity In a ehureh | nor are 
wo denying the ov of statistical 1eturw of 
such luerease as helping us 9 lorm a Judgment 
of the church's condidon and progress. The 
grand object of the preaching of the Gospel 
and the aaintenance of the ordinances of re. 
tiglon In the conversion of sinners, The custo 
mary indication amongst evar gelical Dissenters 
shat this objeet han buen attained (vustomary, 
beaause (in our beliwl Beriptural), Is the publi 
Menification with the ehureh of those who be 
love thomselves to b vo Lecomn the subjects of 
the pr phrn. work of God's Spirit, The 
number of additions to the church thus bi comes 
ot lenet an approximate measure of the number 
of conversions which take og When the 
prosperity of the first Christian church iy dey. 
oribed, thon Is summed up in the 

we RE 

to Inercase, on the part of minister or le, 
would betoken a sad lack of sympathy with the 
great object for which minister and people are 
al ke bound to strive and pray, Nevertheless 
theve ave vertain limitations to the value we 
onght to set npon increase as a test, and statis. 
tiv as an exprossion, of prosperity, which, in. 
pamuch as they are too frequently lost sight of) 
it A not be amiss that we should endeavour 
to point out, 

‘or there are many excellent folk with whom 
the solo and summary test of the state of a 
Christian society Is the number added to that 
society during some given year, 
turns presented 10 the church at ite new year's 
meeting, or rendered 10 the annual as embly of 
the County Association; be tavourable, and their 
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daily such an ** should be saved. Indifforence’ past motives for 

Lot the res! 
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courage in the time to come, and by our consis: 
tent lives and persevering prayers, respond to 
the gracicus challenge of our God, » Prove me 
now herewith, and see whether I will open the 
wiudows of hewven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room to contain it.” 

a -- » ‘ « we v— 

THE EASTERN BAPTIST ASSO. 
CIATION, 

The places at which the Baptist Associ. 
‘otions of this province have held thelr annual 
‘schslons this year, have cach hud w feature 
characteristio of itself, not ry 1. to the 
"others, which rendered it peculiarly interesting, 

new faltbulnews, pec), and’ 

hopes are ligh, and their hearts and lips aro | The Western was at Paradise, where one of 
filled with praise, But let those returns show | 
a number of additions below the average, and 
al once their harps are hung upon the willows, | 
they pour out their souls in lamentations over | 
the deviming est te of Zion, and it is well if 
they do not suspect and insinuate unsoundness | 
or unfaithfulness on the part of the preacher, 
Now we would fain comfort such friends by 
showing them how partial and one-sided such a | 
Judgment bv Wo would have the members of 
our churches take a broader and deeper view of 
the meaning end the measures of’ spiritual pros. | 
pority, and to this end desire to [rove that sta. 
tation of numerical increase furnish at best but 
a rough and imperfect reat of that prosperity, 
To begin, then, with the simplest considera. 

tions, Tables of additions 10 a church do but | 
medvgusivly exprove the progress of that church 
in the single matter of conversion, 
ot all, woh tables are frequently used and cons 
strued in a manner which leaves a delusive he | 
predsion on the mind. A debtor and wo of 
account ix kept, and a balance struck at the | 
year's end. Ou the one side are reckoned ad. | 
ditions by baptism, by dismission from other 
churches, by restoration, and so on ; and on the 
other losses by death, dismissals, exclusions, or | 
withdrawals: the diflerence’ between the two 
amounts is taken to represent the progress or 
retrogression of the church during the year, 
Now here are gains rejoiced in, which in the 
truest sense are no gains at ally and losses | 
mournvd over which are no real losses, It is! 
no gain to the Church of Christ, no sign ol 
splritual progress, that a Christish man removes 
(rom one vircle of Christian “friends, and iden. 
tiflen blnself with another, It may Lo an ads] 
dition to the eflective strength of one part'vular | 
church, but it is in about the same proportion J 
subtraction from the effective strength of ano 
ther, And the death of a Christian is not, in 
he deepest sense, a loss to the Church of Christ, 
Wo ought to reckon such evens among our | 
highest, our most glorious successes. For him 
who passes away in the hope of the Gospel, the 
Church ot Christ has accomplished its work as a | 
traluing-school for heaven. The true gains wre 
admissions inte the church from the world the 
true losses the relapses of professors from the 
church into the world: Lot these be reckoned | 
aga nat wach other, if we would from a compas 
rative estimate of the progress of a church, 
And let us recollect, in forming such an estis 
wate, that no number vven of such losses realy 
affects the value of our positive gains; and that 
our grati*ude and joy are due, not only for the 
number by which our gains are in excess of our 
losses, but for the whole number turned * from 
darkness to light, and trom the power of Satan 
unto God" 

Nothing, again, can be more delusive than 

conclusions as 10 the progress of a church upon | 
the matstios of a single year, Wo cannot hem! 
in wpiriteal processes by our artific'al boundaries | 
and divisions of time, The time for * clos g 
the account” may fail just at some transitions | 
tine In the history of a church, when processes | 
are ripening, but havomot yet ripened, into res 
sults, It year after year gova by, and tow or no 
conversions are effieted, that vhureh haw reason, | 
unless some very decisive and exceptional cause | 
can bu assigned for such a state of things, to | 
look to the state of its spiritual health, tor there 
cannot be health without growth, But is fs ute 
terly lallacious to rerson from the results of one 
your's lite and work, 
Wo must be carviul, however, how we apply 

even this principle, in comparing the state of 
one church with another, Where the number 
of vonversions in two churches is equal, the num: 
hor of additions may differ ; nay, it seven pos 
sible that where the additions are most numer 
ous, the cases of genuine conversion may be 
fowest, Alter all, success in the work of cons 
version fs only one element in the spiritual pros. 
perity of the church—a most important and | 
viscntial lemert indeed, but only one amengst 
the many, although the only one which statistics 
can be made to represent, Where a church is 
in full health and vigour, there we may expoot, 
by the blessing of God, that sinners will be 
turned to Hime But while it is possible that a 
church may inorease in numbers while somo ae 
portant elvments of prosperity are wanting, so, 
on the other hand, It we confine our caleulations 
10. any particuler year in the history of a church, 
thers way be much prosperity with but live 
Visible ingrense, - Many a taithtal minister 
Oun testify of times in his exporiense when he | 
hid 10 walt for vonverts coming * to duelare in | 
the gates of Zion what God had done tor thelr 
souls,” and yet dare not, could not, doubt the 
signs and symplons olf healthy, stiering lite 
which he saw all around him amongst his peop e. 
And in due time his faith and patience have hui 
thely reward. But in watistical reports those 
tines of vy - Soares ar times of spiritual 
drought, and death, while he knows them to 
have been times of real, though as yet undeve 
loped lite, | 

words, * And the Lord added 0 the chureh Let ue gather from the experience of the | 

fon the railroad for its supp 

tho ostmon abit of resting broad and genvral 9 

the ocarliest of the Baptist Pioncers former 
preached, and where, in the district around, 
there wore then, and huve at times since, been 
extensive religious revivals, such as have been 
equalled only by those of more recent days 
tn Ireland, Beotlund, &o ‘which have com. 
manded the world's attention, These reminis. 
cences were brought up, on our recent vist 
by ono and another in public and in private, 
80 a8 to make the session one of such interest 
as will not soon be forgotten, : 
The Central Association at Chester was 

held in the same place where, just filry 
ears before, a similar gathering bad been 
eld when the Baptists of the three provinces 

were but one body, Now they huve become 
For, firt Jive bunds, each of which is larger than that 

from which they have desoended, There, 
too, our missionary operations, in any regular 
form, wore first initiated, These wero tucts 
not to be forgotton, 
The Eastern Association, on the other hand, 

had never held a session at Truro till this 
year, Onslow having been the head-quarters 
ol lormer gatherings of the Baptists in this 
part of the country, And here we may re. 
remark again, tho changes wreught by the 
hand of Time on the luce of society, while 
the great features of nuture remuin undis. 
[tubed, century afer century, In forwer 
years, OQuslow was the great contre of popula. 
tion and business, but, in these respects, it 
hus had a sucoessiul rival in Truro, whick bas 
not only gone fur ahead of it, but has become 
on yg one of the prettiest tows ol 
Nova Scotia, it not the proitieat, Formerly 
the Boy-cnme up several miles veurer to Tru. 
ro, and wfforded commercial fucilities which 
are now eutirely gone, leaving it und the sur 
‘rounding country almost entirely dependunt 

lies, The taste 
displayed in the buildin of Truro, and tie 
Intelligence and enterprize of its people are 
certaluly second to none, Whilst Kings 
county holds the first pleco in the lust census, 
an respects Education if we muy judge trow 
appearances, we douby it any separate lo 
enlity in it could heer arislon with this 
village. More attention has of course been 
given here, uod lurger Sp nditures wade, to 
provide educational facilities than in any other 
place, Windsor und Horton huve doubtless 
supplied moro men of higher educational 
usl floutions for the provinee, but for the 

general diftusion of knuwludge awongst the 
yeople of the district, we presume Truro is 
un advance of them, Huving ample space 
for the enlargement of the town, the inhabi. 
tants have pluoed their residences in such pos 
sitions ulorg tho streets, us muke them appour 
to the best advantage, varying thom in urohis 
toctural design, sufficient to shew that the 
have more thun one idea amongst them on 
this subject, The Norm und Model Schools 
are plain, unpret nding, economival structures, 
scarcely of so much solidity or ornament us 
Wight be expected of buildiugs for provineiu) 
use. 
Tho Presbyterian Acudemy——a handsome 

edifice in a commanding position=—stands, with 
Its other buildings, huving a deserted uppour- 
uno, as it making iw silent protest against 
the removal of its professors to Dalhousie 
College at Hulitux, Objection is wken, we 
are told, to its being appropriated to any 
other purpose, it being expected that the for. 
mer vocupauts will ee long buve wisdom 
enough to retrace their steps, and re-occupy 
this most cligitle stution tor such an instity. 
tion, It Is certainly one of which wny re. 
ligious body mi ht well be proud, 
On Saturduy lust, the Delegates of the 

Baptist Chui ches in the Eastern portion of 
Nova Scotia and I', K. Lslund, assembled with 
the church at Tiuro, The Rev, J, Davis, 
the Moderator of the past youn culled the 
meedlug to order, by singlog and prayer, 
The election of Moderator resulted in “the 
ohoice of Rov, J. K. Balecom. Rey, T. NH, 
Porter, Jun,, and Bro, Ww. Boggs were ap. 
pointed Scoreturies, 
The letters wero road by brethren 8, Sel. 

den, T. A. Higgins and W, IL, Porter, These 
ludioated u similar experience to the churches 
in other parts of the province, noticed in 
another column, and expressed generally an 
appreciation of their of the Holy Spirits 
power to render the word preached effectual, 
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and to bring any really fm roved condition 
upon the community generally, = = 

- 

On Lord's Day, sermons wero reached ab | 
Truro==in the morning, by Rev. Wm, Chip. 
man, of Cornwallie j in the afternoon, by 
Rev. Dr, Tupper, aud in the evening by Rev. 
John Davis, 

Tho appearance of our vonerable friend, 
Mr, Chipman,=for the first t'me to proach 
beforo un Association us bo informed us 
about ¥3 years of age, and in such vigor to 
present the great truths of the gospel, caused 
tears of gratitude to flow from many eyes. 
Ho dircourscd with great clearness on Epho- 
vious v, 26-27, After rcferring to the foun. 
dation on which the Church ot Christ rested, 
he shewed in what it consists, 1st, The interna) 
glory of the church; 2nd, The external glo- 
ry ; ond Brdly, the eternal glory, 

Dr. Tupper referred to his visit to this 
p'uce 2D years ogo, when thero wus but ene 
pastor, and but two small churches in all the 
district occupicd by this Association, He 
showed from Hebrews xiii, 1,—tirst, what 
brotherly love in; 2udly, why it should be 
continued ; and Srdy, how it should bo mani 
fusted, 

Rev, J, Davia treated * On Christian en. 
largement,” from 2 Corinthiuns vi, 16, » Be 
yo also enlarged.” Quite a number of other 
ministers wero preaching in the neighbouring 
churchos, 
On Monday morning the Intreductory 8 

mon should have been prenched by Rev, G, 
I. Miles, but us he was prevented from at 
tending by severe illness in his family, his 
alternate, Rev, Maynard I’, Frecman preach. 
ed from 1 Corinthiuns iii 9, » Yo ure God's 
building,” Ho showed tho materials of which 
the structure i rn ol is componed, and how 
thoy are brought into the pluces for which 
they are designed, He also relorred to the 
grout and glorious objects to be socured by 
Its ercotion, 
Wo must defer the remainder of our notice 

of this Association till our next, 
Li EE aw. 

THE EDUCATION ACT AND 
APPOINTMENTS, 

It will be seen by our news oblumns of 
tho present and past weeks, that the Counei) 
ot Public [ostruction, are eartying out the 
provision of the New School luw, 
Wo intended to huve given this subject 

rome consideration belore this, but as there 
wero some points in the Aot which required 
« Xplunation, we deemed it advisuble to wais 
for some wuthoritative dooision to bo given, an 
to what construction should bo put upon ite 
provisions by the people, beforo we pro. 
nounced upon it, For instance, wo wider. 
stood that it would come into operation from 
the 1st of May, 1864; but the Act itself 
might be interpreted so that ir should not be 
brought into lull operation till May 1st, 1865, 
Wo learn, however now, that alter the Acs 
bud passed, provision was made, that, without 
wterlering with existing arrangements, is 
rhould commence its opdration on tha 10th of 
Muy, 1864, Nothing could be done till the 
Lospectors were uppointed, and received thoip 
instructions from head quarters, The revi. 
00 or re-appointment ot the Bourds of Com. 
——_—" wust also precede any other ao. 
tion, 

The Inspectors of Schools for fifteen Coun- 
J | ties, it will be Joastnn ure now uppointed, 

This list will doubtless be carelully scanned 
by the Iriends of tle Government us well as 
vy its foes. Kxeeption may be tuken, by 
vortain parties, 10 some of these gentlemen, 
but we prisume, that, on the whole, the sole 
tion in us free from objection us vould be ex. 
preted, to meet the requirements of the inhae 
bitants of these Ucuntics respectively, The 
selvotion of these cfioers hus been perhaps 
one of the most d fMiuult tusks of tho Superin- 
tondent and Oouncil, und one may congratulate 
hom, that, as fur as we are acquainied with 
the gentlemen, they have succeeded in pluoi 
In those lmportant positions men of wblility, 
well udapted to the situation, and such as, we 
believe, nugurs well for the wise administra. 
tion of the law, Much will ho required of 
thew and-the Commissioners during thy pre. 
went summer, in re-arranging the Sections, and 
preparing lor the application of the law to 
wy the circumstances of their several looali. 
lies, 
The Assessment principle will wo presume 

beadspted in many of the Beotions, as the one 
which will bear most fairly on the whole po 
ulation, and enable all to contribute a fulr 
proportion towards the support of eduvation 
~=the prime neoemity in every place where 
the people and their ohildren are found; 
Those who have no children to provide for 
at home may, by this means, we confidently 
believe add to the value of their property by 
making use of & part of it, in keeping up a 
goud school In their neighborhood, and, at the 
same time, benefit others who have the ye. 
sponsibility of feeding and clothing, as well 
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