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CHAPTER 111. 

CONVERSION, AND ENTRANCE ON TIMOR 

MINISTRY. 

(No. 15) 

Having united with the Spt Church in 
Cornwalli, I usually attended conference and 
communed with that in Nietaux, which was 
nearer the place of my abode, Tho discours. 
es of Rev. T. H. Chipman were edifying and |g 
stronghening to me, It was my custom to at. 
tend worship covery Lord's day, and on week 
evenings when there was  srspace yy at some 
place where there was either preaching or 
prayer meeting, and to take an active part in 
the exercises. Lnstances of awakening and 
hopeful conversion that occurred, encouraged 
and animated me to diligence in the use of 
moans, 

Feeling an ardent desire to hear some hum. 
ble part In the advancement of the Kingdom 
of Christ, aud the salvation of my perishing 
fellowmeon, [ sometimes entertained serious 
thoughts with reference to engaging -in the 

pel winistry, But it seemed to me too 
igh and too holy u work for ono like me to 

undertake, I shrank from the fearful respon. 
sibility attending it, There appeared, how. 
over, no reasonable ground of doubt, that it 
was my duty to improve the gifts bestowed 
upon me, by prayer and exhortation in publie, 
as woll as by personal admonitions in private, 
In connexion with these thoughts, I was 

led to reflect on the necessity of the improve. 
ment of my mind, by the acquisition of use. 
ful knowledge, Bat strong fears assailed me, 
lost 1 should confide in human learning rather 
than in the Lord who only could make me a 
good and usetul minister of the gospel, Some 
pious friends expressed similar foars : and 
constrained mo against making cfforts for the 
attainment of education, They suggested 
that such a course would be likely to render 
we lifeless and inefficient. I greatly dopre. 
cated the idea of coguging in anything that 
~might tend to engross my mind, and diminish 
my earnestness in devotional oxercies, It was, 
however, evident to me, that one whose duty 
it would be to expound the sacred Scriptures, 
was under indispensable obligation to Spboy 
all available means in order to make himself 
thoroughly acquainted with their exact mean. 
ing ; and"that to his end ho ought to study 
diligent y 88 well as to pray earnestly for di. 
vine assistance, I therefore conscientiously 
conclude that it was my duty to resume the 

ope that I might sub. 
soquently ‘acquire a knowledge of the lane 
guages in which the sacred Scriptures ‘were 
originally written, Formerly this had been 
ubdactalin from the love of knowledge, with. 
out any ulterior design ; but now it was my 
prevailing desire, though doubtless mixed 
with much imperfection, to be thereby reader. 
od increasingly useful. * 

Fooling deeply interested in the spiritual 
wellare of the people, both parents and child. 
ren, where I had irs taught school, namely, 
in the western part of Cornwalls, on the Back 
Road. I had serious thoughts-ot Se 
to hold a religious meeting in their school. 
house, This appeared to be, indeed, a t 
undertaking ; especially as I might probably 
have to conduct the meeting alone. But as 
the people were remote from any place of 
worsiip, and were rarely visited by the gos 
pe! Sentry, I soomed Sabent on me, - 

as In me lay, to supply eficiency o 
the public means of grace. On deliberate 
and prayerful consideration of the subject, 
1 determined, in the hope of divine assistance, 
$0 make the attempt. 

Accordingly, on Lord's day, June 11th, 
1816, I n the school-house 
io which I had t t, This first 
effort to conduct public worship without the 
aid of brethren, was, us may be naturel) 
supposed, attended with bon ble trinl,— 
After singing, the reading of the Seriptures, 
ond prayer, | delivered "an address In the 
morning, and another in the afternoon,—- 

y | height of their ambition ap 

Though no text was read as the foundation of 
cither of thesa discourses, yot they both Fare 
took greatly of the nature of sermons, such 
as they were. In the forenoon tho ruined 
stato of man, whilst unrenewed, and Satan's 
efforts to keep him in that state, were noticed; 
and in the latter, man's deliverance from his 
lost condition, by a divine change, and Justis 
fleation through faith in Christ, was consid. 
ered, I enjoyed n considerable degree of 
(rcodom in speaking, and felt persuaded that 
my course was approved in the sight of the 
Most Iligh, Subsoquently somo “trials of 
mind were endured, from the ap rehension 
of running too fast ; but on careful reconsid. 
eration, I did not feel at all convinced that 1 
had*done wrong, 

Shortly after this I passed through a seeno 
of a very difforent (td. paar. that of three 
days continuous exercise in learning the art of 
killing men, Assuredly I did not make 
much proficiency in it, With me it was a 
tonson of severe trial, There was a great 
amount of profane swearing, and not a Jittle 
of drunkenness and fighting. On the first 
day a young man standin in the rank direot. 
ly before me, swore fearfully, I thought the 
language of the prophet applicable, * The 
prado shall keep silence in that time; for 
tis an evil time.” When, however, the 
man began to utter blasphemy and obscenit 
combined, I was so greatly shocked that 1 
clapped my hand upon his shoulder, and bog: 
ged of him to desist, Af first ho soomed dis. 
—-—- to apologize, remarking, “I did not 
now that you were here,” but presently he 

seemed to regain confidence in his iniquity, 
and added, I suppose liberty of eonsoicngo 
is allowed.” But what was the speedy re. 
sult of the liberty claimed by him agains: 
conscience, Tho next morning at voll.eall 
[ found him, with his faco frightfully bruised, 
exousing himself from -drill on account of 
boing badly hart, This was the cffect of 
fighting while in a state of drunkenness, 
Such cases clearly demonstrate the truthful. 
ness of the inspired declarations, * The wick. 
ed are like the troubled sea, when it cannot 
rest, whoso wators oabt up mire and dirt" 
and, * The way of transgrossors is hard.” 
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LETTER FROM MATAMORAS, 
MEXICO, 

We have been again favored with a lots 
tor from Capt. Cutten to his filends, whish 
will be perused with interest by our rea. 

v< Matamoras, March 11th, 1808, 
Dar Broruen,— 

[ left New Orleans on the 28th of Febru. 
ary and arrived hero the 8rd instant, makin 
the quickest passage of the season and bring. 

the latest dates, in 
§ bought a lot of corn at Now Orleans and 

sold it hero at w- high rate, making a 
freight and quick despatoh, Tho ship is now 
lying in the roadstead, and the onrgo has to 
be scot on shore in lighters, but seldom n 
small boat can enter the river, as th&e are 
constant breakers, and only from threo to six 
feet of water on the bar at the entrance of 
the Rio Grande, this river is narrow and 
shoal and only the lightest draft steamers can 
come this far, one or two steamers oarr 
freight, but they are so uncertain, and so of. 
ten get a-ground, that traders prefor sending 
their pods up on ns. Matamoras is 
thirty-five miles from the entrance of the 
Rio Grande. It is an old town, chiefly of 
one story brick buildings, the streets are nar. 
row, running at right anglen, with sidewalks 

heavy sadly out of repair, trade hes 
been carried on here since the war in Texas. 
The Federals occupy Brownsville nearly op- 

ite and now that port is being delared open, 
t will cause a falling off in the trade here. 
Cotton has to cross a long way up the 

river and came over 700 miles on 8, 
48 conts per Ib is paid in gold for the best 
ualisy. 

k Tho Mexicans are an indolent people, the 
pears to be, to 

wéar a largo hat, and lose money at tho gam. 

oiations, Ts indulged in here to a foarful ex. 

ing table, inhi] with all its vicious sso. 

toot, The water here Lins o salt taste and is 
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prejudioial to the health of strangers; and | If, however, puts one's cold water principles severely to the opening, 
the test, 

Politios aro causin 

French will m 

it relates to trade. The reactionary party is | elongated, inoreasing daily and it is not expeotod the | foray white, but 48 will he 
eet with much opposition here | vores bands of! different or in Monterey, although it is reported that 

they have been defeated in the fnterior. In 
Monterey the Governor velused to allow 
President James to entor the town, and it is 
said ho will deliver the eity up to the French. 
Ono oun searcely tako much interest in the 
wars horo, alter boing acoustomed to hoar of 

the million ; the loss at au battle here wil) 
scarcely equal a common ‘railway acoldent or 
n steamboat diversion in tho country I have 
just loft, Horo wo meet Federals and Cone 
fedorates on neutral ground, where it is not 
necessary for either to conceal their roal son. 
timents, Tho Southern men hore are the 
most sanpaine and hopotul 1 have yot mot, 
Can the South be conquered? is a ‘question 
often askod and diffioult to answer, Although 
their affairs look dark and gloomy, yet, when 
wo seo a poople who have been ncoustomed 
to almost every laxury, mow living on the 
plainest fare, woaring the cheapest clothing 
and willingly suffering everything oven death, 
itself out of pure patriotism, wo oinnot hut 
think tho struggle must bo a long one, I have 
heard paroled prisoners, who fought in many a 
battle, say they would fght side by side with 
English or French, aud become a volony to 
any: stablo governmont, rather than ever sub. 
mit to Kodoral rule, It giroumstances vo. 
quire they will free the Slaves, and, having als 
ready suffored so much, as thoy Locoms more 
desperate, they will ght with” more determi. 
bation, and a more eruel war is to be waged 
than any told in history, v 
From what we have seen in the past, there 

is reason to supposo that the threats of the 
Confoderaton is not idle boast, but their hos 
tility will bo manifost as long ag they Lave 
power to resist. It appears to me that the 
sympathies of the Wost are more with the 
South than the Kast. Those I mot conncoted 
with tho army always spoke with dissatistace 
tion of ‘their position, as it not pleased with 
thoir company, perheps this is owlug to the 
pernicious doctrine of state rights which is to 
common out west. One source of complaint is 
the war taxes, which tho Yankees say bear so 
heavily on the Atlantio states, but the West 
feel that the high tariff which protects the 
oastern manutaotures, heavily taxes thom, 
thero ovidently is not that cordial good feels 
ing. which a common cause should make 
between the two seotions of the country, The 
futuro of the war depends largely “on the 
value ot greenbaoks, with a continued Increase 
in circulation and no redemption, they must de. 
reciate in value, and should tho government 

§ [loarn some day that the butcher and baker, 
(groat genorals in their way), will not take 
thom, they must bring the war to a olose, 
There is no small change in New Orleans, 

800d | you pay for your morning paper and ofty rails y { 8 Pap y way fare with government paper, if you com. 
plain of the high prices charged for goods, 
you are told the money sno good, Aw poor 
as this country is thore is no currency but 
specio, 
The corruption existing among tho officials 

(with ono or two noble exceptions) in the de. 
rtment of the Gult headquarters at New 
tloans ,is a matter of constant conversation, 

and I do not suppose thoy place much value 
on greenbacks, Judging from the number I 
had to pv to got clear, They understand 

'm oil hore as well as up the Meditorrancan 
t do aot take it in so opon and direct o 

manner, 
I havo just met a gentleman from up the 

country, he 5 the French army within 
150 wiles of Monteray, and ull (quiet. 

hoat to day is opppressive, and the 
dust is awful, worse than at Amherst in J uly. 

Yours truly 
R. F, Curran, 

For the Christian Messenger, 

WHAT THE SUN IS MADE OF, 

BY CARYL STEINIIAMMER, 

Lt you lot. a beam of light fall thropgh a 
round aperture a white screen inn 
dark roow, it will form a round white spot, 

armios of 100,000 mon and of money by | lipuoly from one medium to 

¢ Vor, XXVIII, Ne, 16, 

oo — 

a glast prise bo placed behind 
the light in passtog through the 

prism will bo moro or less bont out of ite somo interost 30 far ns! course, and the spot on the screen will be 
Lt will mot as before ho of & ynie 

made un of ten. 
eplors, of which 

In read,, yellow, and blue, Sach a colored 
image is called tho solar spectrum, 

Kvory otic who has studied natwia! philoso. 
phy knows that white light, as that of the san, 
or instance, is made ap of a union of rey 
of light of tho threo different colors jase 
montioned, A wy of light in passing oh. 

another of dil. 
toront density, as, for example, from adr to 
glass, 1s bent more or loss out of 1a 00ne, 
It is refracted, as it is oalled, [Ff the rod, 
yollow and bina rays, which enter {ato the 
composition of white Might, were bent in an 
onal manuor in passing through tho prim, 
or, in other words, he they the wamo ogres 
of refrangibility, tho shape and color of the 
lightwpot made on the soreen by the sunhoam 
would not bo altered by tho passage of the 
light through the prism; but the blue rays 
ol the sunbeam are bont more than the yellow, 
and thoso last more than the red, so that each 
falls quite separately on the soroon, torming 
three very distinot bands of color, They are 
however, hot completely separaty, the blue 
band overlaps, so to speak, thy yellow band, 
and you know wo have a geeon one, In the 
Sama way. an orange band, fa tarme | by the 
overlapping of the edges of the vod aid vols 
low bands, At the bine ohd of the &+0etrum 
there in a violet (purple) band tarnied by the 
ution of somo of the Yed and blue rays, the 
former having a hizhor dogreo of vetrangibits 
ty than the majority ef the rays of the same 
color, Buch is tho simplest form of tho solar 
sheetrum, 

Studied by Prot, Frauenhofer with the aid 
of the microscope, iv was found that the spec. 
trum was crossed by innumerable dark lines, 
which at all times preserved the samo ro'ative 
position, The more prominoat of theso lines 
werd mapped down by the professor, an! lot 
tered. They are still known as Frauenh sler's 
lines, A, B. C,; &e. Tho presence of these 
lines in tho kpootrum was not nocounted for, 

Ln examining the spootra formed by the light 
ivon out by burning substanoes, it was found 

that they were orossed by innumerable bright 
lines, many of which were recognised as oo. 
cupying exactly tho position in thelr respec. 
tive spootra, as cortain dark lines observed in 
the solar spectrum, The light given out by 
flamos with simple tangor as sodinm, po. 
tassium, iron, &o,, b g in them, was ane 
alyzed and it wis Tound that the spooteum of 
oach was characterised by certain lines ap. 

ring in different parts of the spootrum, 
hon, for instance, a flame, in which sodium 

was burning, gave always a very bright yel. 
low lime in the yellow band “of the Kpoce 
tram, Other substances give other lines, 
‘when tho ashos of a olgar, a litle moists 
oned with ohlorhydric acid, are introduced 
into the flame whioh furnishes the spocs 
tram wo soo appear tho yellow line of 
sodium, the pale rod line of potassium, the ne 
Yensoly red line of Jithirem, a very deep orange 
lino and a groon one both corresponding to 
oalolum ; thus in an instant wo have verified 
the presence of four smetals,"—Soda, potash, 
lithia, and limeeare not simple substances, 
each Is a compound of & metal with oxy. 
a gos which enters largely into the com 
ot atmospherio air, and which gives to it ity 
life sustaining properties. Tho motal of which 
soda is formod is called sodium, The base of 
potash Is potassium, and of lime, calefum, 
The instrument used in the * spectral ane alysis, ws it is termed, is called tho spootros scope, Ho dulicald is the method of analysis, 

that the of the most minute, and to 
the ordinary method of chemical analysis, 
wholly inappreciable part of soda In a burns 
ing body way be readily detected. It has 
boen caloulated that, Wp moans of the speos 
trosoope, the eye can detect She presence of 
one-twenty millionth part of a grain of that 
substance ! Soda in almost everywhere, in 
almost everything, tn the air oven, so that its 
brilliant yellow line is rarely absent fram the 
spootrum, 
The question soogy arose whothor the dark 

lines of the solar um wore not due to 
tho prosenco of certain substances in a ‘state: 
of iguition in the yuo, Then, for Instance, 
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