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For the Christian Messenger, 

THE BIBLIOTHECA SACRA. 

Dear Brother, ) 
Will you permit me to say a few words in 

behalf of a certain publication entitled the 
Bibliotheca Sacra. It is designed shiefly for 
ministers of the gospel. This excellent quar; | 
terly review is probably the ublest work of 
the kind published in the world, 
no other Review, published in America, will 
bear comparison with it. 1 see by the pros. 
pectus of this work for 1864 that the Chris 
tian Review, our Baptist Quarterly, is hence 
forth to be merged in it, which will increase 
both its circulation and efficiency, Its terms 
are four dollars a year, with a discount of 
2) per cent when paid ip advance. The work 
can be ordered of W, ¥. Draper, of Andover, 

Mass., or from the agents in Boston, Gould 
& Lincoln, Its contributors are among the 
ablest writers in the world, snd in my opinion 
no minister should be without a work of the 
kind. lo an article that can be read in an 
hour, one fréquently gets the substance of a 
book that would require several days to pe. 
ruse, and which besides would cost several 
dollars to buy, thus saving both time and 
money, which are both valuable, especially in 
these time of hard’ work and small salaries. 
It is issued in four numbers a year, in Janu. 
ary, April, July and October. The articles 
in the Junuary number, now before me, are 
as follows :—1. Athanasius and the Arian 
controversy. IL. The Caraites, III, The 
doctrival attitude of Old Schocl Presbyteri- 
ans, lV. Charles Wesley and Methodist 
bymns, V. The Serpent of Eden from the 
point of view of advanced science. VI. Con. 
filence the youngest daughter of caution, 
VII. Editorial correspondence. “VIII, No. 
tices of uew publications, 1X. Recent Ger- 
wan theological literature, 

This work is free from denominational bias, 
or rither it invites weil written articles trom 
all the evangelical dencminations, For in. 
stance, No, LLL of this number is an able 
statement of the doctrines of Old School 
Presbyterians, No. IV. “is in the juterest of 
the founders of Methodism. All the articles 
are well written and of the highest order of 
thought. I intended, when I commenced this 
paper, to give you un extract for the Mes. 
senger from No. VI, from the able pen of 
Dr. Withington, ou natural and revealed re. | 
ligion, but I forbear, as this communication is 
long euough. 

Yours, &e., 
. ‘ D. Fremax, 

Canning, Feb. 17th, 1804, 

[We formerly exchanged with this excel- 
lent Review, and always found it §lled with 
valuable matter—frequently noticing its con. 
tents in our columns. We are glad Brother 
Freeman has cabled our readers attention to 
it.—Ep, C. M.] 

Christian Ftlessenger. 
HALIFAX, MARCH 2, 1864. 

THE NEW SCHOOL BILL, 
EECOND ARTICLE, 

Oui Legislators have been very industri. 
ously sttending to the New Education Bill 
during the past few days. We last week uid 
before our readers the principal features of 
the Bill, with the expectation, in our present 
issue, of gets. other particulars, which it 
proposes to introduce in our educational ar. 
rangements ; but as these changes are mostly 
in the pature of details which are liable to 
considerable modification, as the bill passes 
through the various stages of becoming law, 
we need not now occupy our space in discuss 
ing them, Already—in Committee—a slight 
alteration has been made in the appointment 
of luspectors for the various districts, These 
appointments were to have beeu made by the 
Council of Publie Instruction, but it was 
thought by some that this would be givin 
those officers a political aspect, it is therefore 
made necessary that such person should have | —has either denounced the late 
the recommendation of the Superintendent of | which have 
Education before he is appointed by the 
Council to the office of Inspector, 

It is gratifying to see both sides of the 
House cordially uniting in the endeavour to 
make this bill suitable to meet the require. 
ments of the country, Nothing like factious 
opposition has been offered to the measure, 
but the members of the opposition seem no 

govern- 
ment.-to give the bill all’ proper guards and 
checks so as to make it supply what is re. 

red by the people rally. 
“ne Br leatiing | nie of the Bill seem 

less anxious than those sustaining the 

to be— 
1. A Council of Public Instruction, to carr / %, bo carry ‘may have been accidental—an oversight—as oop g 

out and apply the provisions of this bill and | we were informed the omission of prayer and which it is proposed to erect in the City 

to be a court of appeal for Commissioners, 
Trustees and Teachers ; the Superintendent 
of Education to be its Secretary, This coun. 
¢il—=that it may have the confidence of the 
people as expressed through their representa. 
tions—is composed of the Executive Council ; 
This latter feature is of course objected to by 
members of the opposition, 

2. Fair rémuneration for efficient teachers, 
The provisions for examination and classifica | 

Jertainly [tion of Teachers and for alteration of School | fessorshi 
Sections, 80 us 80 prevent their becoming too | 
small to sustain a good Teacher, are all means 
for accomplishing this important end. 

3. A bonus of 25 per cent on Free Schools, 
whether susiained by voluntary subscription 
or assessment, 

4. A vigorous inspection of all the Schools 
in each County. The Inspectors and Clerks 
of School Bourds being appointed by the 
Council of Public Instruction will give more 
control over those officergin the performance 
of their duties than it th appointment rest. 
ed alone, as heretofore, with the Commission 
ers, 

0. School Libraries may be established in 
Central places in each County, provided a 
sum equal to the amount of grant for this 
purpose bo raised by the people. The Boards 

‘of Commissioners of Schools to bave the se- 
lection of the Books from those recommended 
by the Council of Public Instruction, 

Twenty-nine sections of the bill, embracing 
all but the latter of these five points, have 
passed in committee, There have been di. 
visions on two or three sections, but scarcely 
any of them, we believe, of a strictly party 
character. None in which names haye been 
called for, : 

— 

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE AND THE “0QITI- 
ZEN." 

Our feelings of personal esteem for many 
of our Presbyterian friends renders it no easy 
task for us to speak freely, and act out our 
convictions, concerning their occupation of 
Dalhousie College, But we dare not allow 
these feelings to override our sensé of duty, 
and preveit us making known what are our 
honest opinions on this question, Lt is unfair 
tor our contemporaries to attribute other mo. 
tives to ourseives or our correspondents for 
the stand we have taken ou it ever since the 

(bill came betore parliament, It we sup 
that the cause of education and truth would 
be permunecutly served by the Act which was 
$0 quietly put through the Legislature last 
session, we would most gladly commend it, 
and do what we could to aid in its operation. 
But we do not believe it will, and therefore 
we speak. lodeed we know that many Pres. 
byterians already heartily wish themselves 
back again, and, eventually, we doubt not a 
very large proportion of them will feel that 
a wost unfortunate step was taken when they 
removed from Truro to Halifax. It is evi 
dcut to all that they have placed themselves 
in a very invidious position by their move. 
ments in reference to this institution, Some. 
how there hus been a strange fatality attend. 
ing the attempts to put it into operation, 
Deception and compromise have been brought 
into requisition in almost every attempt to 
wake use of its revenues. Political manseu- 
vring has tuken the place of open fair dealing, 
and men who have heretofore been foremost 
to demand the compulsory use of the Bible in 
Schools, have, to suit their purpose, practi 

| cally ignored its existence in Dalhousie Col- 
lege. 

p i glad should we be to have in our 
Hulifux churches the religious influence which 
a number of pious youug men, such as the 
students of Acadia Col night bring to 
them, but if Acadia had been located in 
Halifax we do not believe it would have ef- 
fected ove-tenth of what has already been 
accomplished by the Baptist body there, It 
might have made a few clever politicians, 
‘but not much besides, We believe the coun. 
try is & far more wholesome atmosphere than 
the city tor the formation of christian charac. 
ter, ‘ 
“The Press of Halifax, with but one solitary 

exoeption,—the Witness, an interested party, 
proceedings 

put the Presbyterian body in 
possession of Dalhousie, or has been sig. 
nificantly silent about it, till last weak. 
At length a champion has been found in 
the most juvenile of our tri-weeklies, The 
editor of that paper has treated his readers 
with two articles on what he desi the 
“ past history ¥ of Dalhousie College, In 
the first of these he is, of course, obliged to 
state some things which ocourred in connec. 
tion with the institution that have been to it 
the root of bitterness ever since, but in no. 
uicing the provision made by the 
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‘convey, but then they do it at the risk of 

| Philosophy "* whilst the Citizen says “ By 

‘| burgh, which no doubt has Theological chairs 

original partment 

the reading of the *Soriptures were at the | Cemetery. for which to hold the religious ser- 
late opening of Dalhousie College; but when! 
one pretends to writeshistory he should surely 
be wore careful than to omit a branch of such | 
~moment as Theology. Men do sometimes try | 
to make history teach as they wish it.would, 
rather than learn the lessons which it does 

their reputation and honor, 
The Act plainly states that the third pro- 

p shall be ** of Theology and Moral 

this Act the Institution was to have three 
professors, one for Greek and Latin Classics, 
another for Mathematics, Natural and Ex- 
erimental Philosophy, and a third for Moral 
hilosophy.” 
In his second article, however, he seems to 

have been reminded of his omission, and 
makes a very feeble attempt to persuade him- 
self that Theology there must have meant 
Natural Theology. We will copy a short 
passage, so that our readers may read for 
themselves and not depend on what we gather 
from his words, He says: g 
“They (the original Dalhousie funds) were 

intended for a general Provincial Institution, 
and not for u secturiun one, The only thing 
that bearsany appearance to the contrary is 
that it was by Act specially provided that one 
of the Professors shall be of Moral Philoso- 
phy and Theology.” Ile here reverses the 
om a from that observed in the Aet, and 
adds “ If this was not intended to express 
Natural Theology which is commonly taught 
to some extent in connection with Moral 
Philosophy it must have been adopted from 
the constitution Ff the University of Edin- 

connectedswith it." 
This seems very mach like an effort to get 

vid of the Bible, but of course that will be 
repudiated by the writer, Why uot take 
it at once as revealed Theology ? He strives 
to deter the Legisluture from touching the 
ProPincial funds invested in Dalhousie, by 
wixing them up with the original funds by 
which it was built, and then saying * they 
do not ‘belong to the Province at all.” 1f he 
looks over the Act by which the £5000 
was loaned to the Governors on mortguge, 
and also examines the list of Provigeial As. 
sets brought before Purliament every year 
since, he will find quite another story, and will 
ascertain that the ground he takes is but a 
quagmire ino which he will sink beneath the 
notice of sensible, rellecting men. 

— © SE —— 

TRURO "NORMAL SCHOOL. 

The winter session of the Normal Scho) at 
Truro was brought to a close on Thursday 
last. Three days had been occupied in pri 
vate and ove in public examination , previous 
ly. His Excellency the Administrator of the 
Governwent and suite, together with a large 
company of visitors, were present to witness 
the proocedings ; Hiram Hyde, Esq, Dr. 
Brown, M. P. P.,, and Rev, Mr. Bullock were | 
among those present on the occasion, | 

Rev. Dr. Bastitte gave a briel outline of 
the course of professional lectures which had 
been given to the siudents and then usked 
General Doyle to name one of the branches 
in particular iu which he would prefer to 
hear an exaumioation of the students, His 
His Excellency named Physical Education, 
One of the students therefore being named 
came forward and by a course of questions 
which he put to his fellow students shewed 
the results of the instruction imparted, The 
Wlustrations of physical training afforded 
much gratification to the company, Their 
distinguished visitor warned them, especially 
the young ladies, against such demonstrations 
in case of approaches being wade to them, 

Out of the 75 students in atrendance during 
the term, certificates were awarded to about 
fifty, Thirteen were deemed by their own 
literary wequirements, well deserving of 1st 
Class Certificates, but from want of acquain- 
tance with their professional studies they 
were withheld, 
The exercises afford<d much satisfastion to 

all concerned. They ware interspersed with 
excellent music ably conducted by Professor 
Williams. 

His Excellency expressed to the Teachers 
and pupils his high gratification at sll he had 
seen aud heard on this interesting occasion, 

After the literary and professional work of 
the Normal School had been completed. His 
Kxoellency and the company present adjourned 
for the purpose of inspecting the Truro 
Volunteer Rifle Oorps. Our informant did 
not state what was the eonditicn of that part 
of our domestic army, but as Truro and its 

-are in other matters A 1, we presume 
they were fully up to the mark in that de. 

— Act for three essors, he omits 
“ Theology ” A oy the pr@lessorshipe, This Cre Cumsreny,—We have received o 

of a Circular in reference to a buildin 
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vices at funerals, Committee~— consisting 
of Aldermen Hill, Richardson, Bo, gs, Pullis. 
ter, Roche, and Jennings, —appeal to their 
fellow-citizens and the public, to come for. 
ward and contribute to this worthy object. 
The circular states that 

“1t has long been considered a desideratum, 
that a house should be erected in the centre of 
the grouads of the Protestant Cemetery. The 
original plan of the Cemetery evidently points 
out the spot. The surface of the soil has been 
id, to correspond with the plan, 
The roads from the four cardinal sides con- 

verge to this plot, where space has been reserv- 
ed for such a building as is now proposed to 
be erected, 

It is not intended that this structure shal) be 
of an expensive kind, or encumbered with or- 
namental work. The plan, as prepared by the 
City Architect, and approved by the Commit- 
tee of Cemetery, is that of a house 80 feet in 
diameter, 18 feet in height, octagonal in form, 
and surmounted by a dome. In each of the 
sides will be either a gothic door or window. 
The matesials to be stone, brick, &e. The roof 
covering of metal.” 
“The various uses to which this building may 

be appropriated, tor the moral and religious im- 
provement of many of the citizens, we leave for 
time and benevolent men to develop.” 

Woe hope to hear of a sum being contribu. 
ted sufficient to erect a handsome structure, 

Rev. Dk. Crane's Lecture. — The Sun 
gives a brief notice of the closing lecture of 
the scason belore the Y, M. Christian Associ: 
ation, on Tuesday, 23rd ult, 
extract from it in preference to anything we 
might say on the subject : 

“The subject of the lecture was Zuinglius, 
Calvin, and the Swiss Reformation, and it was 
treated, as might bave been expected from the 
learned lecturer, in & masterly manner, and in a 
spirit Smt free fiom sectarianism. Much 
was necessarily said that had been brought for- 
ward by" previous lecturers on the Retormation, 
but the sket¢h of Calvin's history, lite, and 
labors was new tothe audience. and was drawn 
in a concise and interesting style, and with ex- 
emp'ary candour—* Nothing extenuate nor 
aught set down in malice.” Laudation and 
censure were dealt out with evén handed justice 
and nice discrimination, and from first to last 
we heard nothing that could reasonably offend 
the doctrinal partialities of Calvinists or Ar- 
minians or of any shadg or hue of Protestantism, 
In fact it would have Deen difficult for any to 
decide from the language of the Doctor what 
are the leanings of his own mind in reference 
to the great German reformer, and perhaps this 
is the best commendation of his production, in- 
esmuch as it shews that his sentiments were 
characterized by the broad spirit of christian 
truth. We will not do him the injustice of at- 
tempting even an outline of the lecture which 
deserves to be printed for the information of 
the public at large. The peroration was beauti- 
ful in style and breathed an excellent spirit.” 

E— — 

New Publications. 

First Lessons IN SCIENTIFIC AGRICULTURE : for 
Schools and Private lustruction, " J. W, Daw. 
son, L.L.D, F. R. 8, Principal of McGill Uni- 
versity. John Lovel, Montreal. 1864. 

This work is an addition to Lovell’s excel- 
lent series of School Books. ‘We have re- 
ceived a copy from the publisher, und ecor- 
dially recommend it to all who would be. 
come acquainted with Agricultural Chemistry. 
Vegetable Physiology, und the elements of 
soils and manures are explained and practi 
cally illustrated, Whilst the book contains 
much to satisty the scientific student, it also 
supplies much of what must be very useful wo 
every intelligent farwer. 

— 

Tue Brirrisu Norra American ALMaNack 
¥ok 1864, is from the sume publishing house 
us (he above, It contains 808 closely-printed 
pages respecting the B, N. A, Colonies, their 
Government, Finances, Commerce, Education, 
Newspapers, with historical aud descriptive 
notices of places, and almost all other sub- 
jects concerning the condition and resources 
of the several countries composing the great 
vorthern portion of this continent under the 
British Government, Price one dollar. This 
work places us under new obligations to the 
enterprising publisher, 

Juear Commentary, —The Religious Traet 
Bociety of London now offer Booth k Henry's 
Commentary, (formerly ‘published at 82s, 
and then at 24s.) for 12s. sterling, to Min. 
isters of small income, Subbath School Teach. 
ers, &o. It may had at the * Bible, Relig 
ious Book and Tract Depository,” opposite 
St. Paul's Church, at 16s, 3d, currency, As 
this price will only about cover the actual eost 
of landing them in Halifax, cash must be 
paid on delivery. 

The Report of the N. 8. Chief Gold Com. 
missioner for 1868 is received. It gives a 
full sccount of the cost and productions of 
the auriferous regions of Nova Seotia. 

Also the Aopoual Returns of Provincial 
Expenditure, &e., &o, 
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