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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

July 27, 1864,

For the Christinn !&emnper.

- Discipline in the N. & Enstern
: Churches. ¢

% -
Mr. Eprron,

I ocoasionally sce a cosy of the Christian.
Visitor, and have just ha thu"o;»pm‘luniy ol
porusing the number for Thursduy last, Jul
21at,
Davis of Charlottetown P, K. 1., giving an

account of the last scssién of the Iastern |
Nova Scotia Baptist Association held atTruro, |

As I was pl‘l‘ﬁ(!“‘» at the Association and had , pruphug Ma]uehi‘ Zuchuriuh‘ and llggg“ }

soen in the Ch, Messenger an account of what
took place there, I examined the said letter |
rather to see in what respects the two accounts
differed, than for information, One passage
appears in the Visitor which I eannot help
thinking was written without due considerns
tion, As I feel that such a statement is
likely to damage the charaoter of the Barlin
churches in pugllo ostimation, and cspecially
in New Brunewick, where the true charaoter
of the N, &, Churches is less known than in
this province, I sball be glad to have the
opportunity of expressing my entire dissent
from it, But perhaps 1 ought to let Mr,
Davis speak in his own words; 1 will therefore
tuke the liberty of copying a few lines from
his lotter, o says t=

“ The letters were followed by a briel season
of prayer and conference, In the address of
the brethren the want of more pleasing results
from the labours of the the past year was de-
~ plored ; and reasons were suggested why, not-
"~ withstanding the-state of things revealed by the
letters, the Churches should hold on to their
work with thankfulness and hope.  There should
seom to be a neglect of Christian discipline in
some of the Churches; a neglect which is fatal
to healthy religious progress. If Baptists want
to perish out of the land, let them indulge in
such neglect, and that end will infallibly be
reached, as it ought to bei and -the sooner the
better. Unholy profesgors— Christians without
Christianity=* having a name to live, while
they are dead,” are the abhorrence of heaven,

the curse of varth, and the peculiar del:rht of
hell.  From such Christians, * good Lord deliver
m '

Now, this language I think such as there
was nothiog in any ol the letters, or remarks
of our brethren, to justify, 1 do not believe
that the churches ot the N, 8, Eustern Asso-
ciation are more lax in discipline than the
Baptist Churches in other parts of the pro.
vince, or, as far as [ am acquuinted with them,
in any other countries in the world, If in

of Jonathan—~one called the * Targum of the
PacudoJ onathad” and the other the “Targum
of Jonathan Ben Ugziel,” both of which are
so full of idle Jewish legends that the text of
the Hebrew Seriptures was entirely obscured
'by them, and,ns our Saviour said, probably of
‘thoso very writings, they mado the ocom.
mandment of God of none effect. The fa

bulous tales and allegories of the “ Targum | : | lal wne
flnd therein o letter hiom Rev. J.|of Jovathan Ben Usslel,” may bo imngined determine to raise the the sum required for the

'when we remember that the Jews, in order
to attach more authority to it, muke the
writer out to havebeen contemporary with the

be furnished 'by the asscssors to the collector
who shall, unded warrant signed by the gasoss.
"ors, proceed to colleet the suma levied, an® pay
the same as soon as collected to the §Secretary
of the Board of dl'vustecs. In the case of pur
sons refusing to pay the sume arsersed, the col:
lector o to proceed to vollect the same according
to the proviniou of the Act * Of County Assess-
ments.’
b. If the ratepayers at the annual meeting

'

“maintenance of the school for the year, by sube|
seription, the Courcil of Public Instruction re-
commends that the following course be pur
suod

(1) That the inhabitants of the section then

and assort that he reocived bis * comments” | present subscribe the sums they purpose to give,

from their lips, and further maintain that
while he (Jonathan) wak composing his paras

'

"and that the Secretary of the Trustoes visit the
|

absentecs within one month therealter, to obtain

rhruuo there was an carthquke for orty[““‘“' subseriptions,
¢

ngues around. him ; and that if any blrd{s“

happened to pass over him, or a fly alighted
on his paper, while writing, they were im.
out nny 'injur‘)' being sustained by bis person |
or his paper,”  Now, tell us friend Witness
what you mean by the modern * Targum of
Jonathan" on the School law, . :

We take exception to the remark of tho
Witness that “51 the Act had been lueid, !
simple, well arranged, these forty-cight pagos |
would be superfluous,” In the first place|
there are but twenty.five pages of Comments |
in the pamphlet, the first thirteen being the |
Act itselt; and secondly they are but on mate
ters of detail, such us gould not appear in|
the Act iwelf, or, it they did, would have
taken up about the same amount ol space
as they do now, Professions of friend.
liness to the measure are plainly inconsistent
with such doprecintory remarks. . As well
might the plans of schoolhouses and deserip.
tions of them be included in the law as these
comments, What a pity & man of such pro-
fession does not ndhere to the truth, * His wit
would surcly be sufficient to serve him without
imposing on his readers such a fabrication, as
that * The brilliant Editor of the Messenger
confesses that he did not feel ubleto tell his
readers what the law meunt till this pamphlet
appeared.” * Wowaited only fora correct copy
of the law before we, expressed our opinions
fully upon it, It our contemporary had done
this he would have escuped some of his
blunders,

Our opinions on the principles on which
the Act was framed were formed long sinee,
probably before our coutemporary was in ex.

the knowledge of the writer (Rev, Mr, Davis)
shere are one or more churches who neglect
the importdnt duty of dicipline, is it fair to
put that in the ambiguous term, ** some of the
churches,” and publish it in the shape he has
dove? I think not, If I am a wember of
one of the Kastern churches [ may suppose
he means that one, and so also way & member
of any of the other churches,

Whilst [ would not claim perfect exemption
from ** neglect,” for myselt, or for the church
with which 1 am associated, yet, I believe
Mr, Davis or any other minister or member
ol one of the churches might acknowledge
the same belore God and his brethren, no
less truthlully ; but to publish such a statement
belore the world ia 1 think somewbat slander.
ous und certuinly injurious, [ thiuk, Sir, we
ought to be exceedingly careful to avoid do-
ing for our own body what we would dislike to

istence, or its editor had leit the first form in
schcol,  But enough, we agroe with our
neighbour that * our Common Schools and
Colleges are too important to be wade the
football of political parties or the pretence
for scctarian orusades,” and wust proceed
with the performance of our promise, As
our readers are lprulmbly more intcrested in
the question of, How the schools are to bo
supported, we this week give the section of
the ** comments” on that subjeot ==
Mrrnoos xr surrontTizg CoMMoN, Suprk.
RIOR, AND ACADEMIC Scuools =1, The An.
nual School Meeting of the Section is to be held
on the last Tuesday i October. This woeting
must make provision for the support of the
School for the next twelve months, or for what.
ever period it way purpose to support the school
during that time.  (See Zime v Session, 1)
The Trustees shall make a full report at this
meeting, * us 1o the state of the School, and the
funds required for its support in the ensuing

have done for us by our toes, and ruther write
their errors in the sand, while we reck to cor. |
rect them by the proper seriptursl process,
than indulge in such indiscriminate and un
wise public censure, lora,

Christian Ftlessenger.

~ HALIPAX, JULY 27, 1864;

THE EDUCATION LAW &,

In our remarks last week, on the new Edu.
cational enactments, wo intimated that we
should return to some further consideration
of the subject, There ure & number of points
on which we might make some remarks, and
give an exprossion of our opinions, but ub we
ure rather desirous that our readers should
have information than opinious, we shall take
the liberty of copying from the * Comments”
and * Explanutions” of the Buperintendent,
These comments the Witness facotiously
chooses to style the * Targum of Onkelos,”
He adds that “it differs widely from the
*Targum of Jovathan' but it is very good for
all that"

The ancient * Onkelos” with whose wri.
tings our brilliant neighbour professcs some
acquaintance, kept closer to the text than the
other Targum writers, 8o much by way of
compliment to the Buperintendest, It the
Editor bad informed us which * Targum of
Jooathan” be intended by his all we

should bave been able to appreciate his re.

| pupils.

year,” At the first.meeting (Oct, 1864), there
being then no legally appointed Trustecs, the
trustees whom this meeting may elect must im-
mediately proceed to determine the requirements
of the School, and the sum necessary tor its sup-
port during the next year, and report forthwith to
the meeting. Some preliminary arrangenents
on the-part of those deeply interested will go
far to ensure the presentation of proper and
adegquate estimates,

2. The Act prohibits all payment of fees for
All Schools, Cowmon, Superior, and
Academic, are to be maintained cither by as-
sessment or subseription, as a majority of the
ratepayers present at the annual meeting may
decide. When the subscription is not realized
by the end of the first quarter, or at whatever
time it be agreed upon, the Trustees are om-
powered to raise the balance by assessment,

8. In consequence of this arrangemeut, every
school in declared to be free, i. v, it is open to
every child, rich and poor, in the section, This
is & noble provision, and one that must be hailed
by every patriot and philanthropist as the dawn
of a brighter day for our Province, In future
it cannot be said that the appalling ignorance of
the land, is justly laid at the deors of our Legis
lature, It is earnestly hoped, however, that
even the poorest will conscivatiously contribute
to the support of the school according to their

ubilit{. )

4. I at the annual meeting a majority of the
ratepayers shall dotertine to raise the entire
schiool uxperses for the year by assessment, they
shall appoint at the same weoting, three assess-
ors and a *vollector. Having obtained from t
Clerk of the I the asscssment roll for
yoar, the asseosors shall forthwith levy the a
mownt upon the iukabitants of the section by an
oqual rate, A list of those assessed shall then

Trustecs that the collector

wark more fully, There are two Targums
¢

*The Council requests that tlT poz.k and the
arrsnge and the secrotary
| of she Trusieos be oue and the same person,

mediately consumed by fire from heaven "““‘i

(2.) That the balf of said sum be paid to the

anco, by the end of July,

(8.) That on the second Wednesday of Feb-
ruary, and on the second Wednesday of Augurt,
theredho a meeting of tho Trurtees i and if they
find that the adequate sum is not realized, they,
as empowered by the Adt, proceed in the regu.
lar way to raise the balance by nssessment,

Those who have paid by subseription their
due proportion of the original sum as if assersed,
shall not be required to pay any more ; but those
who bave paid only a part by subscription, shall
be required to make up their deficiency by the
assessinent, while those who have overpaid shail
bave the overplus retunded.

6. So many and so great are the advantages
attendant on supporting schools by assessment
rather than l?' subseription, that the Council
hope to see the former wode very generally
adopted,  The priveiple when viewed in ail
its bearings, will be found admirably adapted to
umlu&‘ the best interests of each community, |
and in perfect consonance with the principles of
equity and justice, as well as with the prineiples
antd ends of civil government,

Every Common (and Superior)} School that
adopts this mode at its annual meting, and faith
fully carries it out, shall receive one quarter
more Provincial aid direct from the Treasury
than it supported by subseription,  This sum 1w
offered as u premivm upon the best mode of sup-
porting Schools,

We find one of our evening pupers, of
Thursday lust, bas mude a slight mistuke re.
specting the amount of remuneration to be

iven to Teachers, stating that * Common
Schools ere to be divided into threo classes or
grades—the amount of support awarded to
each from the Provinvial fund, by the instrue.
tions being 8240, 8180, and 8120 for male,
and 810, 8120, and 890 for female teachors,”
We wish to have our readers correctly ln.
formed and not led into further misconception
Lt is bad enough to have, as the Witness an-
sorts there are, ** obrourities and oversights in
the law,” but when there are full * Explana.
tions" on theso details, such errors canuot to
bo *‘ excused.” We thercfore tuke tho pre.
sent opportunity of inserting the suthorized
‘‘explanation” itself on this poiut which is as
follows tw

The Teacher is selocted and engaged by the
Trustees, They pledge him on beialf of the
section the payment of a certain salary. The
amount ot salary wiil depend iy a & good degree
upon the olass of Teacher engaged,  Both male
and female Touchers are divided into three
classes.  The relative proportion of the Provine
cial grant received by each class is stated in the
Act,  (Sevclause 18%)  For scale fixed for fes
male teachers, teo * Duties of Commissioners,”
S&)‘* The law instructs the Commissioners to
distribute to the three classes in each group,
their respective proportions  of the public
funds, #o that “Teachers of the shme class shall
receive at the same rate, It seews but proper,
therefore, that, as the very lowest scale, the
people should pay, irrespective of Provincial

(| P

Male <\m'n..---,v.'40' Female 3 16t Class, $180

nd “ 180 g‘lud " 120
'l’t-uvlwn.sartl " 190/ Teachers, Ydrd ¢ W

This, in our opinion, should be the minimum
emolument from the section, “The Council does
not, however, for a moment suppose that sec
tions able to raise larger sums, fail to do so, as
!?' this weans alone, the services of the best

eachers can  be secured. Every Teacher
should receive whatever hiy services will com-
mand in the educational market, Let section
vie with section in providing a computency for
the wonh{ Teacher, and sooh there will be
found no lack of the best talent of the land in
the teaching profession.

As before stated, it is highly desirable that the
collector and seeretury of Tiustees be one and the
same person, In that case, no transfer of money
will be needed.

¢4 One ith of the whole sum approprinted for
Common Schools shall be upplied 1o aid poor and
senttered sections, in addition to the amount to
which they may be otherwiso entitled, ot such terms
as the Commissloners shall decide j the remuindor
to be distributed umong the sections where suitable
school-houses ure provided, In such manner that
tenchers of the same cluss shall roceive at the sume
rate § that second class teachers shall recelve not
more than three fourths of the amount paid 1o first
cluss tenchers ; third cluss tenchers one haif of the
sum given to first class tenchors, unless in cuses
whero the Inspector shall report that the teacher has
not sustained the standing as a teacher Indiented by
has license, when it shall be competent for the Com-
missloners to withold the Provinclal grans in whole

orin :

“Teuc of the same olass shall
suime rate; Ao ase Fomalos vo the same
a8 socond-cluss Males ; second-cluss Fomales the
sumeo s third-class Malos ; and third-class Females
one-hall the sum to first-class Females,

ve at the

cretary by the end of January ; and the bal |,

I Not of Its Lol ts Commen School graut,

The managers of Schools in the city are
foeling some conoorn ns to what action is to

bo ~taken r«‘»wﬁng the applioation of the'

law to tho Halifax Sohools, 'The partial
exewption of the Oit{. under tho formor Act,
has raised a barrier in the way rather than
prepared them for the organization contem.
plated”by the vew law, We sce no reason
why the eity sheuld be in a worso position
than the rest of the rovince, To appiy the
luw In all ita proyisions would of course of
feot n revolution;but if it would provide im.
proved schools and more efficiont supervision
the rooner it in done the botter, Objeotions
will doubtless be raised in some quarters, but
when the advantages nre perceived they
would soon subside,

American Bine  Union.==The Bible
Union Quarterly for July 1804 informs us
that the New I'estament complote as Revised
by the Final Committee will bo issuedby

y | the time of the Anniversary,

A mooting of the Bible Union was lately
held at  Philadelphin, The following ure
some of Rev, Dr, Conaut's romarks on the
oceusion te

Dr. Conant spoke of the revieers' task, Heo
said that the Common Version was made frem
very late and imperfect manuscripts, It was
made about one hundred years before the first
CArnest pttempt was begun to ascertain the true
text of the original Seriptures, by the aid of
the oldest and most reliable manuscipts.  Our
means for ascertaining the text are better than
wore ever enjoyed before.  We are now able to
g0 back in our investigations very near to the
age of the apostles, . We can approach very
near to the divine originals, Svhullmu go there,
For them the Bible s there. ‘They have one
text, the common people have another, But
this should not be, R\'Imw\'vr the scholar finds
there, should be presented in the people's ver
sion,

Dr. Conant referred to various objections,
answered numerous inguiries mhlrwml)m him,
with great brevity, cloarness, and foree, It was
one of his happiest efforts.  The prejudices of
mnu‘y wifre swept away, who have sinee express
ed their purpose to aid and pray for the pros
perity of the Bible Unien,

That precious book which wo call the Bible,
he remarked, was originally written in the He-
brew and Greek languages, on parchment, many
centuries before the art of printing was discover-
ed.  As new copies were needed, they were
also written,  And then other copies were made
from them. Thus the work went on; genora
tion after gencration, aud century after century,
until hundreds and thousands of coples were
written'  And, as in copying a letter, uven care-
ful writers may unavoidably make wmistakes, so
in copying the sacred writings, errois in trans.
eribing ‘would oecur, and these errors would be
repeated, and others made, until the number
would be great, and continue to increase more
and more, the further you get from the original
copivs.  To gerreot these mistakes, therelos, in
the late mantseripts, has been the Grst, and, ine
deed, the most laborious work of the Dible Union,
This has been done at a great expense ; for, it
was necessary to search through the world for
the oldest manuscripts ; to go as far back as
possible toward the timo of the apostles thems.
selves,  God has graciously preserved some few
very ancvient manuseripts, which have withstood
the rauvages of fire, and war, and time; and
since: this Bible Union was organized two of
these invaluable treasures for the Church have
been brought to light, copies of which are now
in the hands of the Final Committee. Tho re-

visers go back to these ancient manuseripts for

the word of God. Whatever they do not find
there,“they can not accept as the inspired word,
11, therefore, in the vevision you do not find a
precious line which you have been accustomed
to read in the Counmon Version, remember
that that line is not found at all in those ane
clent copies that come to us from the earliest
ages.

The letter of the Rev. J. Davis to the
Now Brunswick Christian Visitor noticed in
the communication of * lota” in another
oolumn, containe o few linos respeocting the
meeting of the 8, Boheol Convention, ut Truro,
Lo our report we soarcely expressed an opine
ion on that meeting, Brother Duvis will doubt.
less castigate the compositor for perverti
the name of the Presidont, by putting a
where there should be an 8,  Bro, D, Says te=

“In the ovooins‘n had & meeting in ocon.
noction with the Nova Scotia Sunday Sehool
Convention, It was one of the first order ot
excellence. Brother Gelden, the President,
took the chair, Brethren T, hm ing, McKoen,
and DeBlols, delivered Admluﬂla addresses
vm-er {m»pnwd. while othor brethren added
10 the interest of the oceasion. Our Sunda

School Convention, in the collection of statistios,
the diflusion of intelligence, the rousing of a
devout and active conoern, has alroady wrought
wuch good, A similar organization, simple,
inexpensive, but efficient, would be useful in
your Province, Will no one among you look
to this thing ¥

Respeoting the Temperance Mooting held
in the evening, atter wo left, wo loarn from
the same souroce i—

“It was attended by a goodly number. We
had a serious and earvest time of it, The
perance cause was pleaded ou a solid Bible
~—the upon which it must repose, command-
ing and recelving the support of the avowed
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