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CONVENTION OF MISSIONARIES 
IN BURMAN, 

The Exeoutive Committes, of the Am, 
Bap, Miss, Union having been informed that 
the missionaries in Burmah had called a meet. 
ing, to bo held at Rangoon in November, for 
the purpose of consultation on the importance 
of their ‘work and the best methods of prose. 
outing it, dircoted the preparation of an ad. 
dress, to be presented to the proposed Con. 
vention, The following are the first para. 
graphs of the mid address> which was for 
warded early in August, 
To the Missionarivs of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union in Convention at Rangoon, 
November, 1864, 

Dear Broshron :—The members of the Ex. 
eoutive Committee congratulate you on havin 
taken one more step forward in the evangeli- 
sation of Burmah, They have long had a 
meeting of this sort in wind, bave frequent. 
ly exchungod thoughts on the subject, sud 
would at no distant day have called your at 
tention to it in a formal manner, had you wot 
anticipated their soiicn, In this movement 
they seo evidence of the presence and power 
of that wounder-working-Spivit, who ab one 
and the same moment touches the springs ol 
thought and activity fn minds separated by 
the breadth of the globe, They venture to 
express the hopo that this will prove to be 
the first in a series of annual gatherings, 
which shall reach on through successive gon. 
erations, and bless unborn willious, 

ILndeed, they are prepared, at the outset, 
to encourage the formation of a Baptist Gen. 
eral Convention for. Burmab, cor 
with similar associations in this country, to 
be without disciplinary prerogative, but pure- 
: Blesjensry in its character; the member. 
hip to cone 

in what manner bestowed, i. e., whether as a 
fixed salary, or made contingent on time spent 
and value of service ? 

4, How many missionaries, speaking one 
and the same language, may be properly sta- 
tioned in the same city or vicinity ? 

- 0. Jungle and village labor, have we had 
enough of it, as com with loeal and town 
‘emer especinlly among the Burmans ? 

6. Is it not time for the missionaries to be 
members of the ohurches in Burmah, and 
hence subject to the care and discipline of 
those churches ? 

about which our winds are ecoupying an in 
quiring attitude, and any light you may have 
to impart will be most thankfully received, 
And if there be any subject, not named above, 
relative to which you way be disposed to 
make communications, we shall be most hap. 
py to receive the benefit of your experience 
and counsels, 
May the God of peace preside in your de. 

liberations and bring you to harmonious con. 
clusions, 

Committee, 
J. G. Wannex, Cor, Sec, 

THE BAPTISMAL REGENERA- 
TION CONTROVERSY. 

Pious evangelioal members of the Church 
of England have long telt much embarrass. 
ment in reference to this subject, The lan. 
guage in their formulas so unequivocally as- 
aerting that, by receiving the baptismal rite, 
an infant is made * a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven ;" so directly conflicts with the 
soripture demands of a new birth unto righte- 
ousness, and of salvation being alone by faith 

. 

t of missionaries and delegates |i the Lord Jesus Christ, that they have 
from the churches and local Associations, the 
latter being much more numerous than the 

"former ; Ay oo vs oh - ud. rh ..- 
gospel, and gather Christian es through- 
out Burwsb | by the threefold y of the 
school, the Joo, and the living preacher, 
This Convention might be incorporated by the 
oivil government of the country ; bo wutho. 
rised to bold property to a given amount and 
for specified i 10 appoint missionaries; 
receive aud dishurse tuuds, wad odoull other 
things net inconsistent with the main design. 

For such wo sssociation, your brethren of 
the Executive Committee would autigipate 
for you personally ‘the most satisfactory re 
sults, Its anousl meetings would impart 
health to the body, vigor to the wind, fervor 
to the heart ; sflording occossions trom whish 
you would derive fresh courage avd strength, 
sod trom which you would repair to your lifes 
work with increased sonfidence in God, and 
in one another, 

These gatherings would also afford fit goca- 
sions for free conference on su 

vest lmport, Modern missions to the hea. 
then ure yo in their infancy. lo plans, agen. 
clos, appliances, they have not yet a to 
perfection. 

sought for explanations which would relieve 
them from the dilemma of avowing the two 
contradiotory dootrines, 
The recent sermon of Mr, Spurgeon and 

the pamphlets and letters it has called forth 
have added intensity to the controversy and 
brought out those who do not ordinarily ap. 
appear in the public printsy Those who love 
the truth as it is in Jesus should rejoice in 
this. Much of error, as to the foundation of 
salvation and eternal life, and, as to the real 
value of baptism, and the place it shéuld oe. 
oupy. The teachings or God's Word are neg. 
lected, or superceded by tradition and the 
commandments of men, until many are almost 
prepared to give up. thelr Protestantism, and, 
instead of examining the SBoriptures for them. 
selves, be content with believing what the 
church believes, and ignore their own respon. 

hjeots of the | sibility to wet out hel oconviotions according 
to Divise direction, 
Wo copied Baptist Noel's letter to Mr, 

Much remains 0” be learned as Spurgeon & week or two ago. Since then 

to the best methods of reaching snd saving other prominent men have given expression of 
the different oluswes of a heathen population ; their views in reference to the subject, The 
and nothing oan be more appropriate than that | following is from an able and Chrisiian.like the different laborers ‘wees, and bring each 
the result of his experience, snd lay the sermon by the Rev. Mr, Laundells, minister 

' 

whole 
altar of missions" 

ether, as a powmon offering on the of the Regents Park (Baptist) Chapel, London, 
preached on Lord's Day morning, August 

The closing part of the address consiste of | 45th. Tle begins by saying i — 
& sevies of important questions submitted 
to the missionaries respecting the future, ps 
tollows : 

the Press and the 

“ | have anvounced my intention of deliv. 
ering a discourse this morning on the subject 
of Baptismal Regeneration, and therein re- 
viewing the recent controversy between Mr. 

“1, To what SEMR A M0 Mies inion of {Spurgeon and certain clergymen of the 

committed to the proposed Convention? | 
2, Wou'd it be advisable at once to place |the habit of introducin 

wor inary be urch of land, Those of you who 
boar we regularly are aware that I sm not in 

controverted ques 
oll funds for missionaries, in » round sum, in | tions into my pulpit winistrations, nor even of 
the treasury of your Couvention, to be dis 
bussed by you? Have not such funds 
enough been risted, to the Just ru 
by » Uommisten wh ting in Boston? ls it not 

the responsibility was ty a 
rf men on the banks of the 

+ A oatiye y Mts importance, sud 
out, ge fo and made 

i “W 

bh 

how It may be ca 

TRE Row Tigh hold tm do Ben 

iving prominence to those 
mportance in which we d 

ints of winor 
vr from other 

that I should give some reasons for thus des 
visting from wy usual eourse, 

itd ¢ 
for 

0 in, that owing to the great interest x. 
» the present is a favourable 
oalling the attention of those who way. 

boar me 10 what I believe to be the teach 
pure ou the subject of baptism, 

These, brethren, are some of the topios 

oy It only the bad 
Obristisns ; and it may not be ous of place} 

Y great 

opportunity. 

HALIFAX, N. 8, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1864. 
thereby disseminating the portion of Scripture 
truth, which, though it be not of first impor. 
tance, is nevertheless intimately connected 
not only with the Church of Christ, but with 
the fundamental dootrines of the Gospel. A 
second and subordinate reason is, that be. 
lieving Mr. Bpurgeon to have rendered valu. 
able service to the cause of Christ by the sere 
mon which has occasioned this controversy, 1 
think he deserves the sympathy and support 
of those who agree with him, under the per. 
seoution to which he is now exposed, The 
pumber of replies it bas elicited may be taken 
08 & pretty sure indication of the effect his 
sermon has produced. Already their name 
in on; and although some of them displa 

pleading more becoming to the lawyer than 
the minister of Christ, they only show to 
those who can detect a_sophism, how utterly 
indefensible is the position assailed, 
“It will be impossible for me, within the 

limits to which I am oo: fined, to quote from 
these various pamphlets, nor need I #ention 
their authors’ names ; it will be enough, that 

By order, and in behalf of the a far as they ure known to me, I should lay 
Id of, and show what to my mind is unseat. 

isfactory in, the most powertul arguments 
they have adduced. 

“ As in some of the replies attempts are 
made (I do not say intentionally) to divert 
attention from the main question at issue, to 
others of secondary moment, it may be well 
that at the outset I should recall your thoughts 
from these side questions, and endeavour tw 
fix them on the great subject in dispute, 

“ Lot me remark, then, that the question 
is not whether Mr. Spurgeon has been so 
guarded in his Inoue go as he might and 
should have been, I do not for my part pro. 
fess to endorse every word he has uttered, 
He is socustomed to speak out plainly and 
strongly what he believes, And it may be 
that in this case he has spoken a» little too 
strongly and uncharitably of men whom we 
highly esteem. This is to be regretted ; but 
it is & very minor fault in a sermon of such 
sterling excellence, and does not affect the 

und which he takes in his sermon as to 
the impropriety of clergymen using the lan- 
uage of the Frayer-book, and applying it to 
ibism as administered in the ten thousand 

churches of the land. He may have spoken 
barably and uncharitably, and yet it may be 
trauTievertheless that they are highly reprehen. 
sible in speaking us the Pragerhest requires 
them to speak of the baptized millions of our 
country, Making all necessary abatement 
from the undue strength of his language, in 
#0 far as it questions individual sincerity, it 
seems t) me that his representation is sad 
true, And I regret deeply that one whose 
praise is in all the churches should have neu. 
tralised its foros by what I wust deem the 
uncelled-lor publication of a letter remon- 
strating with Mr. Bpurgeon on his went of 
charity, L should not have expected that 
where a brother had spoken out so fithfully, 
Mr. Noel would have used his influence to 
shield the clergymen of the Kstablishment— 
aa their exultant reference to his letter shows 
be bas done~trom the force of his remarks, 
especially when his own statements as to the 
insincerity which the use of the Frayer-book 
tends to foster go far to justify all that Mr, 
Spurgeon has said. 1 wish devoutly that he 
had thrown his great weight into the opposite 
scale, by remonstrating with those who use, 
on the most solemn oconsions, words whose 
most obvious meaning differs from their con. 
viotions, rather than with one who, at the ex- 
egso of much obloquy snd persecution, has 

dared to say what he Rruly livres. 

elioal clergymen are good men. We admit 
0 goodness, the eminent godliness, of many 

ion we know, It Mr, Bpurgeon means to 
deny this=—which I do not think he does I 
for ove must differ from him. But it does 
not follow that because men are good all that 

do is right, Kvil systems ooh de- 
ho oh the countenance of some wen 

patronised 
they could not exist, And the thin 

wost to be deplored in relation to this baptis- 
Sh) Qoaehion is that so wopy good wen are 
found supporting an evil system, sud using lane 
foes which to the common uodersta 

uot 
dare not question their goodness, but beliey. 
ing them to be good, we cannot understand | 

“ Again, the question is not whethor Evin- hy, reply was, * A* but them’ ¢' bad lads, 
\ 

harmonise with their belief, We |" 

pe a — 

WHOLE SERIES. 
Vou. XXVIII, Ne. 8, 

how, while they denounce the dootrine of bap- 
tismal regeneration, they oan with a good 
oonsoionoe give God thanks for having regene 
rated every baptised ohild, To us it "peas 
- much like a good man lying unto God, 

r. Landels proposes two questions, the 
answers to whioh oooupy the greater part ef 
of the sormon :==1, Do the Soriptures teach 
that men are regenerated by or in baptism 1 
2. How fur is the Ia ¢ of the Prayer. 
book consistent with the Belief of Kvangeli. 
oal clergyman; or, in other words, does the 
Prayer-book teach the dootrine of baptismal 
regenoration 7 These questions Mr, Landola 
answers in his usual lucid and vigorous style. 

y | Under the second head he says :—Can any one, 
not a little controversial ability, and a speciatiwho candidly considers those quotations from 

the Prayer-book, wonder at our perplexity, 
when wo find Evangelical clergymen, who 1 
not belleve in baptismal regeneration, declar 
ing their unfoigned assent and consent to suok 
Isnguage, and rogularly using it, moreover, 
on the ‘most solemn - ocoasions—oven giving 
thanks to the Almighty tor having done what, 
go to their own belief, fio has not 
done? Is it a wonder that with all our 
ews wo oan fiod no explanation of thelr 
procedure consistent with high-minded lnteg. 
rity, and with unflinching fidelity to the olaime 
of Christ ? We do not say there is mo 
nation, but we confess our inability to fied 
one, We do not condemn, but they must ex. 
ouse us, if we suy that we cannot understand 
them. Would they not deom us unchuri 
we should lke to usk—and we hope they will 
80 fur forgive us as to pardon the question— 
* Brethren, do ye so cordially approve of t 
anguage of the Prayer-book that ye wou 
use it it you were tree? Were yo ministers 
of a free Church—a Ohuroh which reco ulses 
00 authority but that of Christ—or did the 
Church of which ye are ministers leave you 
free ta use the baptismal servioe or no 
Ib 80 wocord with your views of Ohristian 
truth, that yo would use it from oholoe 1 De 
¢ not wound your conscience a little, in or 
or, I do not say that you may be ministers 

of & Church whose worldly emoluments are 
#0 large, and which presents so many splendid 
prises—but of a Uhurch whose prestige adds 
to your influence and opportunities of useful. 
Doss—lorgetting that ye ought not to do evil 
that pod may come? Alas! we have n 
partial answer to these questions in the de. 
wand raised by some of your members for 
rovision of the Prayer-book — that very 
Prayer-book for which in your controversies 
with us yo arf’ so ready to contend. 

[— - 

Wuar rus esoris say, — The London 
Y | Watchman says that one day during tho sess 

sion of the British Oonterence the president 
— ¢ number - a— a wore stand. 
ng in groups ouiside the Kirkgate Oha 
ol requested them to come loko the van 
ol. This vo belog acoseded to, the 
president of the Osaleronce addressod them 
to the yy offect + “ If those brethren 
who remain in knots about the steps of Kirk. 
goto Uhapel knew tho remarks that are made 
ubout them he very Dorlo-speaking people 
of this neighborhood, who don't use polished 
bub very 4 ing phrase, some samples of 
dy — = ht to we within the 
ast forty-eight hours, they would P-_- 
lounging in front of the chapel, I sm quite 
propured to tell you what is said, if you de- 
dire 10 hear it" (Orie of * Yeu, you") 
* Two words then—-first : one of the originals, 
offe of the natives suiong the orowd, remarks 
od Just Buturday, * This beats all! A los ov 
idle fellahs basking o' ¢ sun all ¢' day, estead 
ov wurking like other folks,’ (Laughier.), 

\ hey weant pote Rr pd #0 they're 
abuaght aghtaide I’ wed laugh- 

tor’) Alter these » vod of the Dorle 
continued the t) 1 rejoioe to lutre- 
woe our Attlo friend, Mr, Lomas." 

He is the best physician who offoats the 
groatest number of cures; aod he is the best 
reacher who turns the greatest number of: 

| igooraat and wicked men to Christ and bolls 
hess, 

Invuova (he wit you bave hough) ata 
rato, apd the wisdom you have gained by 

Lot the wait the soul, sud both 
8 yas = 4 yr; A dg 

std ! 
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