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CONVENTION OF MISSIONARIES
IN BURMANM,

The Exeoutive Committes, of the Am,
Bap, Miss, Union having been informed that
the missionarios in Burmah had oalled a meet-
iug, to bo held at Rangoon in November, for
the purpose of consultation on the importance
ol ttclr ‘work and the best methods of prose-
outing it, dircoted the preparation of an ad.
dress, to be presented to the proposed Con.
vention, The following are the first para.
graphs of the mid addross~ which was for
warded early in August,

To the Missionarivs of the Awmevican Baptist

Missionary Union in Convention at Rangoon,

November, 1864,

Dear Broshron :—The members of the Ex.
eoutive Committee congratulate you on havin
takon one more step torward in the evangeli-
sation of Burmah, They have long had a
meoeting of this sort in wind, bave trequent.
ly exchungod thoughts on the subject, sud
would at no distant day have ocalled your at
tention to it in & formal manner, had you wot
antioipated their soiicn, - In this wovement
they seo evidence of the presence and power
of that wounder-working-Spivit, who ab one
and the sawe moment touches the springs ol
thought and activity fn miods separated by
the breadth of the globe, They venture to
express the hopo that this will prove to be
the first in & series of anoual gatberings,
which shall reach on through sucoessive gon-
erations, and bless unborn willious,

ILndeed, they are prepared, st the outset,
to encourage the formation of a Baptist Gen.
eral Convention for. Burmab, cor
with similar* assooiations in this country, to
be without disciplinary prerogative, but pure-
: nlulomrz in its oharacter; the member-
oilp to oone

in what manner bestowed, i. e., whether as
fixed salary, or made contingent on time spent
and value of service ?

4, How many missionaries, speaking one
and the same language, may be properly sta-
tioned in the same city or vicinity ?

-0, Jungle and village labor, have we had
enough of it, as com with loeal and town
ugeno{. especinlly among the Burmans ?

6. Is it not time for the missionaries to be
members ol the ohurches in Burmah, and

hence subject to the care and discipline of
those ohurches ?

about which our winds are ecoupying an in
quiring attitude, and any light you may have
to impart will be most thunk{u(;ly received,
And if there be any subjeot, not named above,
relative to which you way be disposed to
make commuunications, we shall be most hap-
py to receive the benefit of your experience
and counsels,

May the God of peace preside in your de-

liberations and bring you to harmonious con-
olusions,

Committee,
J. G, Wannex, Cor, Sec,

THE BAPTISMAL REGENERA-
TION CONTROVERSY.

Pious evangelioal members of the Ohurch
of Kngland have long telt much embarrass-
ment in reference to this subject, The lan.
guage in their formulas so unequivocally as-
aerting that, by receiving the baptismal rite,
an infant is made * & member of Christ, the
ohild of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom
of heaven;" so direotly conlliots with the
soripture demands of a new birth unto righte-
ousness, and of salvation being alone by taith

.

t of wisslonaries and delegates |in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they have

from the churches and local Associations, the
latter being muoh more numerous than the
" former ; fl“ o:n 03 “I: l;:l o:oh lpr&.d t:c
goapel, and gather Christinn es through-
out Bntmh“ by the threefold y of the
sohool, the &r:u. and the living preacher,
This Convention might be incorporated by the
oivil government of the country ; bo wutho.
rised to bold property to & given amount and
for specified i 10 wppoint missionaries;
receive aud dishurse tuuds, wndodoull other
things net inconsistent with the wmain desigu.

lfg'r such wo sssociation, your brethren of
the Exeoutive Committee would autigipate
for you personally ‘the most satisfactory re
sults, Tts anousl meetings would iwmpart
health to the body, vigor to the winl, fervor
to the heart ; sflording occossions trom whish
you would derive fresh courage avd strength,
wod trom which you would repair to your lifes
work with ineressed sonfidence in God, and
in one m‘h.ro

These gathorings would also afford it goca-
sions for free conference on su

vest lmport, Modern missions to the hea-
then ure {ot in their infuncy. lo plans, agen.
cios, appliances, they bave not yet a to
perfection.

sought for explanations which would relieve
them from the dilemma of avowing the two
contradiotory dootrines,

The recent wermon of Mr, Spurgeon and
the pamphlets and letters it has called forth
have added intensity to the controversy and
brought out those who do not erdinarily ap.
appear in the publie printsyThose who love
the truth as it is in Jesus should rejoice in
this. Much of error, as to the foundation of
salvation and oternal life, and, as to the real
va'ue of baptism, and the place it shéuld oe.
oupy. The teachings or God's Word are neg.
leoted, or superceded by tradition and the
commandments of men, until many are almost
prepared to give up,hulr Protestantism, and,
instead of exumining the SBoriptures for them-
selves, be content with believing what the
ohurch believes, and ignore their own respon-

hjeots of the | sibility to et out tbn! oconviotions acoording

to Divise direction,
Wo oopled Baptist Noel's letter to My,

Much remains 0" be learned as Spurgeon & week or two ago. Sinee then

to the best methods of reaching snd saving other prominent men have given expression of

the different oluswes of & heathen population ;

their views in reference to the subject, The

and nothing oan be more sppropriate than that | following is from an able and Chrisiian.like

the different laborers ‘wees, and bring each

the resuls of his experience, snd lay the sermon by the Rev. Mr, Laundells, minister
'

whole
altar of missions"

ether, s & powmon offering on the of the Regents Park (Baptist) Ohapel, London,

preached on Lord's Day worning, August

The closing part of the address consiste of | 45th. Tle begins by saying i —

& sevies of important questions submitted
to the missionaries rospecting the future, ps

tollows :

“ L have anvounced my intention of deliv.
ering » discourse this morning on the subjeot
of Baptismal Regeneration, and therein re-
viewing the recent controversy between Mr.

“1, To what ut’&:m‘y&’m‘m of {Bpurgeon and certain oclergymen of the

the Press and the

committed to the proposed Convention ! |

2, Wou'd it be advisable at onoe to place|the babit of introducin

oo.lzgho inary be

urch of land, Those of you who
hoar we regularly are aware that I sm not in
controverted ques-

oll funds for missiouariew, in » round sum, in |tions into my pulpit winistrations, nor even of

the treasury of your Couvention, to be dis-

bursed by you? Have not such funds

cnough been risted, to the Just ru
by & (b.-w.rmlq in Bosten?  ls it N‘

the responaibility was t:d “nr

rhgb men on the banks of the
. A oatiye y s impertance, sud
out, donlofd and made

i
"W

b

how It may be ca
TR e g kol o Ben

iving prominence to those
mportance o which we d

inta of winor
v from other

that I should give some rensons for thus des
visting from wy usual eourse,

it

¢
for

0 in, that owlng 1o the great interest x.
» the present is u tavourable

oalling the attention of those who way.
boar me 10 what L believe to be the teach
pture o the aubject of baptiem,

These, brethren, are some of the topios

‘{:;upnn. It only the bad
Obristisns ; and it may not be ous of place}

Y great
opportunity.
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thereby disseminating the portion of Soripture
trath, which, though it be not of first impor.
tance, is nevertheless intimately oconnected
not only with the Church of Christ, but with
the fundamental dootrines of the Gospel. A
second and subordinate reason is, that be.
lieving Mr. Bpurgeon to have rendered valu.
able service to the cause of Ohrist by the ser-
mon which has oceasioned this controversy, 1
think he deserves the sympathy and support
of those who ugree with him, under the per.
seoution to which he is now exposod, The
pumber of replies it bas elicited may be taken
08 & pretty sure indication of the effect his
sermon has produced. Already their name
in on; and although some of them displa

pleading more becoming to the lawyer than
the minister of Christ, they only show to
those who can detect a_sophism, how utterly
indefensible is the position assailed,

“ It witl be impossible for me, within the
limits to which I am oo flued, to quote from
these various pamphlets, nor need [ #ention
their authors’ names ; it will be enough, that

By order, and in behalf of the Enouuvu;_ob far a8 they ure known to me, I should lay

Id of, and show what to my mind is unsat.
isfactory in, the most powertul arguments
they have adduoced.

“ As in some of the replies attempts are
made (I do not say intentionally) to divert
attention from the main question st issue, to
others of secondary moment, it may be well
that at the outset I should rocall your thoughts
from these side questions, and endeavour tw
fix them on the great subjeot in dispute,

“ Lot me remark, then, that the question
I8 not whether Mr. Bpurgeon has been so
guarded in his Iu,uop a8 he might and
should have been, I do not for my part pro-
fess to endorse every word he has uttered,
He is socustomed to speak out plainly and
strongly what he believes, And it may be
that in this case he has spoken & little too
strongly and uncharitably of men whom we
highly esteem. This is to be regretted ; but
it is & very minor fault in & sermon ot such
sterling excellence, and does not wffeot the

und which he takes in his sermon as to
the impropriety of olergymen using the lan-

uage of the Frayer-book, and applying it to
ibism  as administered in the ten thousand
ohurchee of the land. He may have spoken

bhr::fly and uncharitably, and yet it may be
trauTievertheless that they are highly reprehen.
sible in speaking us the Prnyorﬁ)ook requires
them to speak of the baptized millions of our
country, Making all necessary abatement
from the undue strength of his language, in
80 far as it questions individual sinoerity, it
seems ) me thut his represeutation is sad
true, And I regret deoply that one whose
praise is in all the churchos should have neu.
tralised its foros by what I wust deem the
uncelled-lor publication of & letter remon-
strating with Mr. Bpurgeon on his went of
oharity, L should not have expected that
where & brother had spoken out so fithfully,
Mr. Noel would have used his fufluence to
shield the clergymen of the Kstablishment—
a4 their exultant reference to his letter shows
be bas done~trom the force of his remarks,
especially when his own statements as 1o the
insinoerity which the use of the Frayer-book
teuds to foster go far to justify all that Mr,
Bpurgeon has said. 1 wish devoutly that he
had thrown his great weight into the opposite
scale, by remonstrating with those who use,
on the most solewmn oconsions, words whose
most obvious meaning differs from their con-
viotions, rather than with one who, at the ex-

egso of muoch obloquy snd persecution, has
Snd to suy what he ‘mly b':l"u.

elioal olergymen are good men. We admit
o goodoess, the eminent godliness, of many

hiom we know, It Mr, Bpurgeon mesns to
deny this=—which I do not think he does—I

for ove must differ from him. But it does
oot follow that because men are good all that

do is right, Kvil systems Anorall de-
p on the countensuce of some weu
patronised
they could not exist, And the thin
wost to be deplored in relation to this baptis-
muumlw is that #0 weny good wmen are
found supporting an evil systom, sud using lan-
mp whioh to the common uodersta

uot

dare not question their goodness, but beliey.
ing them 1o be good, we caunot understand '

“ Agnin, the question is not whethor Evin- ed. roply was, * A* but them’s ' bad lads,.
{

barmonise with their belief, We ("
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how, while they denounce the dootrine ot bap-
tismal regeneration, they ocan with a good
oonsoionoe give God thanks for having regene
rated every baptised ohild, To us it updnu'
veré much like a good man lying unto God,
r. Landels proposes two questions, the
answers to whioh oooupy the greater part ef
of the sormon :==1, Do the Soriptures teach
that men are regenorated by or in bn‘nhn !
2. How fur is the Ia ¢ of the Prayer.
book consistent with m.golht of Kvangeli.
oal clergyman; or, in other words, does the
Prayer-book teach the dootrine of baptismal
regenoration 7 These questions Mr, }mlddl
answers in his usual luoid and vigorous style.

y | Under the second head he says :—Can any one,
not o little controversial ability, and a speciatiwho candidly considers those quotations from

the Prayer-book, wonder at our perplexity,
when wo find Evangelioal olergymen, who Io
not belleve in baptismal regeneration, declar
ing their unfoigned assent and consent to suok
Isnguage, and rogularly using it, moreover,
on the ‘most solemn - ocoasions—oven giving
thunks to the Almighty tor having done whas,
.ooordlni to their own belief, ‘h has not
done? Is it & wonder that with all our
ohm wo oan fiod no explanation of thele
procedure conaistent with high-minded lnteg.
rity, and with unflinching fidolity to the olaime
of Christ ?  We do not say there is mo
nation, but we confess our inability to fied
one,  We do not condemn, but they must ex-
ouse us, if we suy that we cannot understand
them. Would they not deom us unchuri
we should | ko to usk—and we hope they will
80 fur forgive us as to pardon the question—
* Brothren, do ye so cordially approve of t
hng\ur of the Prayer-book that ye wou
use it it you were tree ! Woere yo ministers
of a free Church—a Ohuroh whioh reco ulses
00 authority but that of Christ—or did the
Churoh of which ye are ministers leave you
free 2 use the baptismal servioe or no
It 80 wocord with your views of Ohristian
truth, that yo would use it from oholoe 1  De
¢ not wound your consolence a little, in or
or, I do not say that you may be ministers
of & Chureh whose worldly emoluments are
#0 large, and which presents so many splendid
prises—but of & Uhurch whose prestige adds
o your influence and opponunltru of usetul.
Doss—lorgetting that ye ought not to do evil
that so«r may come? Alas! we have n
partial answer to these questions in the de-
wand raised by some of your members for
rovision of the Prayer-book — that very
Prayer-book for which in your controversiee
with us yeo arf'so ready to contend.

[— -

Wuar rus esoris say, — The Londos

Y| Watchman says that one duy during tho sess

siou of the British Oonterence the prosident
‘nom;od ¢ number ol‘d nln‘lgm’n‘ w:o wore stand-
ng in groups ouiside the Kirkgaie Oha

ns ro?umpd them to ocome In‘w the ol':.p.:
ol. This m\m belog acoseded 1o, the
president of the Uuhsm addressod them
to the followinf offect : “ If thowe brethrea
who remaiu in knots sbout the steps of Kirk.
goto Uhapel knew tho remarks that are made
ubout them bzotho very Dorlo-speaking people
of thiy neighborbood, who don't use puﬁohod
bub very vlf::u phrase, some samples ol
.'Mﬂ:l hur‘h bn ht to wme within the
ast forty-eight hours, they would ou»»t'-
lounging in tront of the ohapel, I sm qhite
propured Lo tell you what s said, if you de-
dire 10 hear it" (Ories of * Yeu, yos.")
* Two words then—-first : one of the originals,
offe of the natives onon&tlu orowd, romarks
od Jast Buturday, * This beats all! A los oy
idle fellahs basking o' ¢ sun all ' day, estead
ov wurking like other folks,' (Laughier.),

\ hey weant l:;.'o. “.luldo.u::; %0 they're
abuaght aghtaide I’ wed laugh-
kl'! Alter these » hnln(o ol the Dorle

coutinued the t) 1 rejoioe to lutre-
uoe our Attlo friend, Mr, Lomuas."

He is the best phyllo‘lu” wﬁ& offoats the
groatest number of cures; aod he is the best
reacher who turne the greatest number of:

K| igooraat and wicked men to Christ wnd holis
hess,

Invuova (he wit you bave bo«‘u ata
rato, apd the wisdom you have galued by

Lot the wait the soul, sud both
nlupum y 1 Al g

o sl !
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