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the road to Pictou, ‘and connecf it by steamer |
with Port Hood and Arichat-and you conler a
most desirable boon on that beautityl island,
which at this moment is so exceedingly full of
interest. Nor ought I to pass over the extensive |
coal mines on the barbor, which may bLe found |
@ost useful for the purpose of replenishing the |
market here.  Looking at the quesion in all ite
bearings, and with a view to the interests of the
whole people, 1 bave felt that as a wewber of
the governwent 1 was bound to adopt the polic)
of extending the riilroad to Dictou, and as |
belicve doing the best thing possible for the
Province as a whole, ] am not insensible tothe
objection to the extension to Picteu that it must |
consutie & large portion of the public funds, but, |
sir, I remember that the ground upon which the
Pictou railway in 1809 was rejected, was the
embarrassing condition of the resources of the |
count®  We are happy now to know that this
‘ruund of objection no longer exists, and thm
scheme will not prevent the government offering
to this house a very much larger sum of money
for local purposes in 1he shape of incrpased road
grants, and for objects of local improvement. | I
may bhere cbserve that it will be perceived that |
0o large amount will be expended in this under- |
taking during the prescnt year, ' because \lw;
work of preparation will occupy the greate |
part of the scason available for work. But,sir,
there are other considerations that may present |
themeelves. | have adverted to the Intereolon- |
ial railway. Now 1 wish to deal with that Aalr!
ject with entire frankness. 1 do not desire for,
one moment to conceal my conviction of the

reat importance of railroad communivation be
ween the three provinces of Canada, New
Brunswick, sd Nova Scotia. | look at the
question in a broad light ; I consider it in its na
Gional aspect.  The aspivation of my heart has
.‘WO.\Q‘ been for the union of these provinces, |
believe that it is the duty of every manin Nova
Scotia who desires to raise his own position as
well as that of Lis country, 10 do his utaost to
bring that union about. During the late recess
the government were called upon to vuite in a
survey for the lntercolonial line. We were
asked To unite in it with a view of ascertaiiiing
whether a practicable route could be tound
through the central part of New Brunswick.
But, as every one knows, that survey passed ofl
in conscquence of some disagrecnwnt growing
wp beiween New Brunswick and Canada.  Can-
ada is noy engaged in that survey on her own
resources, and | have no doubt that the Legisla-
ture of Nova Scotia will be ready, it that woirk
goes on, and-is l(wrh rined satistactorily, to deal
with our sister Province in a spirit ot libevality,
although'at present no obligation whatever has
been entered into. But how do we stand as
regards the lotercolonial Railway. The nego
tiations entered into a Year or two ago Lave en-
tirely failed. We are told so, indeed, by the
Colonial Secretary, who has retused 1o give the
Queen's assent to the bill, because it is in-
operative until the Provincés unite. There
being, therefore, no hn-n»m probability of
the coustruction of the lutercolonial line,
we felt we could wpot hesitate to deal with
the important question of extension of our own
railway to the Gulf. We folt there bhad been
already too much procrastination displayed of
late years in reference to this important work
and that we were called upon 1o say whether
we would go to Pictou or not, and that sny other
course was liable to the charge of disingenuous-
ness and unlairness of inteution toward the
counties 1o the east. But do we abandon the
bopes of an lntercolovial railway ¥ 1 think
sot. It is quite obvious that the connection be-
tween the States and Halitax is coming to be

looked upon as & weasure of importance in th«%

former country, and especially in the State of
Maine.  The same question is L ing looked upon
&t important in Canada, and if the policy of the
Uniuad States should be carvied out of taxing
Cavadian goods in trawsit trom the seaboard
cities 1o Moutreal, it would be & necessity for
Cunada to find her way 10 the seacoust by some
other way than through the United States.
Looking at the present state of things, then, ]
cannot help feeling that the lmnmrunul rail-
way or communication with the railway system
of the United States is a thing thet' may be ma-

.,ltrd &t no very long period, Then Nova deo-
tia will occupy & most enviable position ; she
will be courtid for the purpose of sllowing this|
communication to take place. 1 have one word
to say with reference to a point of this subject |
which is entitled to some observation—that is, |
the mede of construction. It the railway is to
be extended to Pictou, it must be upon the ex-
isting policy* I any wan imagines for & moment
that in advocating this measure | have lost sijght
of the peculiar J:mu that Lind me 1o the wes-
tern portion of the province, he utterly misun-
dorstands my character, and fails to appreciate
my wotives. Do | forget the interests of my
own constituents ¥ Do I forget (he claime of
the people of Annapolis upon me,—of that con-
mlucnvf that through twenty years witkout
f.il. and without wavering, bas rendercd to me
s configgnce, and a large proportion of those |
who coifpose it more than their confidence, their |
personal affection, respect and esteem ¥ Forget
their interests |  No, Llr. Speaker, “let my right
band forget its cunning, and my tongue cleave
to the roof of my mouth,” betore 1 forget the .
intercats of that constituency. Do | forget the
interests of my constituency because | am advoca-
ting this measure ¥ No, i feel | have taken on
this question a view such as every member ought
to take. In respect to this measure, full as it is
of embarrassment, conflicting as it necessarily |
does with interests and feelings in various qur-‘
ters, | have done, and the government bave done |
that which it is tlnir duty ; they bhave adopted
that policy which on the whole will do least evil '
and effect most good, And if our policy shiall.
have the effect, as | earnestly hope and trust it
will, of quieting those discords and feuds which '
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might otherwise bave aqpm-ah\d and divided this
country, and raised a strife most injurious to its
best interests, then I shall be satithed with the
part I have taken in introducing this measure,
Mr. Killam, said I cannot refrain from makin
a few remarks on & question concelnin wm(f\

| entertain such strong convictions. The hon,
gentleman wlho has just spoken has made, as
he always does, when he addresses this House, a
very pointed speech—he has endeavored to put
this question in the most favorable fight that is
possible.  There are, however, in his gpeech, a
tew points which 1 cannot for a moment allow
to pass unanswer v He bas attempted to ex-
plain the policy that he has betore upheld in re-
speet 1o railweys s he has toid vs that his desive
in the fist instance was to have railways con-
structed by private enterprise. It is unneces
sary for me to dwell en the policy of the hon,
gentleman, for wyery body versed in our politi-
cal history is familiar with it.  He does not ‘now
sy *mt his opiniors are changed, but urges
that the policy is settled—has Vecome a fixed
fact, That is very strange ground indeed, for
bim to take. Well, government ffom time to
time bas fixed upon tha( policy amd carried it
out, but there has been always a party in this
house appoted to it, who bave never approved
ot it 1dvn) that the country bhas approved,
as & whole, of railway extension. ‘The strong
political feelings of dfferent constituencies and
different partics would long ere this have driv-
en e country to ruin, it it had not been for
a certain power of recuperation that exists
amongst us. The hon. gentleman endeavoired
to put the question betore us in as favorable a
light as possible, but he does not succeed in ex.
|xf«iniug uvm{' bis inconsistency., He says he
was against the policy of building railways by
the government, but his reasons for avlinr $0
differently now are not very clear or logical, 1
think it s obvious that he i\as stronger grounds
now than he bad tormerly, We Lave tried out
the experiment, and it has not wet the expect.
ations of those who, advocated the policy, M
the honorable gentleman's opinions were strong
in 1854, they should be certainly tar stronger in
1864, when the question is no longer a matter
of eaxperiment, 1 behieve the il which the
bon. gentlewan has intrcduced, despite all he
says, is contrary 1o the real interests pf the
whole people.  He tells us that certain courties
have returned members in favor of the railway ;
and that Liings me_back to what | stated be.
fore that the people bad been blinded to their
own interests, and looked more to the political
aspect of matters. The hon., gentleman also
sars that it the question of railway extension
was not vigorously dealt with a most dangerous
feeling would be aroused. 1 do not see why he
should be so fearful of such a result. I cannot
sce why he should not consult the feelings of
those he represents rather than those he does
not represent. Il a man wishes 1o respect the
feelings ot any party, it should be of that which
has ur\\a.\u supported him for 20 years. He
also made a relerence to the importance of hav-
ing speedy means of communication with Prince
Edward Island, but I do not come to the con-
clusion he states he has. 1 doubt very much if
the trade will turn out as profitable as he an.
ticipates. There is a railway already joining
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, at Shediac, nmf open-
ing wp & trade with the Jsland, and I find tha
the result Las not been as was expected. | can
see DO reason, whatever, for acting o hurried.
ly with regard to this question ol railways. |
carnestly trust that this measure will not be-
come law, but that the bhouse will refuse to
sanction the expenditure of so large a sum of
money out of the bard earnings of the people.

Mr. Archibald would ask whether it i the

intention of the -Government to lcave on the
statute book an Act which declares that Canada
shall have two years to unite in the legislation
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, or whether
it i their intention 1 repeal that act, 1 would
also like to ask snother question—the act of
last session provides for the construction by a-
mm‘mn) as well as by the Government, |
would like to ask whether the Government has
received from any body any propesals with re-
spect to the construction of a railway by a com-
pany.
Hon. Provincial Secretary said the Presideut
of the North American and European line, had
made a proposal to them for the purpose of con-
structing a road to the State o’ Maine, which
involved the transfer to the “company, without
any paymeat, of all the uilwn\%vomtruclcd in
Nova Scotia, and the sum of $80,000 per an-
pum in consideration for the construction of the
railroad.

There had been a communiowtion received
trom Mr. Giles, but he did not know how far
he was counected with the same Cowmpany.
There had also been another but not offering
termws which the government were disposed to
entertain,

Hon. Solicitgr General.—There is no clause
in the Aet referring to the extension to Pictou,
providing for a Company. There is, however,
onv in the act concerning the Intercolonial Rail-

way.

'{'lw Railway was made the order of the day
for Friday.

The house then went into committee on bills,
after which, the House adjourned.

Weonespay, March 9th,

On the reading of the amendments of the
Legislative Council 1o an act of the Revised
Siatutes relating to size of Apple Barrels—Mr,
Longley woved that they be not agreed to, which

The Registration of Births, Marriages and
Deaths —Hon. Atty. General asked leave to in-
troduce & bill relating to the “ Bolemnization
of Marviage, and the Registration of Birthe,
Marriages, and Deaths.” The bow. gentleman

March 16, 1864.
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said that as regards the solemnization of mar-'.ewry means at their command uunrewm it from

riage, this bill did not alter the existing law ; prevailing but without success,

but as to the system of issuing Marriage Licen- |
ses, considerab e alterations were proposed. .
Under the present system, the cost of the
marviage license was considered a burthen, and |
although he could not say that he ag'mpathin-d‘
very much with those who grumbled at the ex.
pense of the process which translated them from
the forlorn condition of -bachelorhood into the |
lmpry state of mairimony, yet still there was |
no doubt it.otten formed the subject ot caleula: |
tion.
It was proposed in the bill to reduce the price |
of licenses frdin four dollars to two dollars und !
a balt,  The Post-master General in the first in- |
stance, is to have the distribution of the: Mar|
riage Licenses, and he is to send them to the |
lssuers, who shall be as tar as practicable, the |
wost and way oflice ‘keepers,  The application
,'or licenses then, instead of being made to the |
Minister, would be made uirect w the lssuers. |
Provision is made for the Minister to return
the license to the Deputy Registrar within ten
days after the celebiation of the Marriege with
a certificate, stating the faet of the Nslr{rutmu

~1he names of the parties, and the time and
place of such warriage. The issuers of Mar.
riage Licenses are called Deputy Registrars, and
they are required once a quarter to make returns
to an oflicer appointed under the Bill, who is to
be called the County Regisirar, ot all certifi-
cates of Marriage which have been returned to
them. 1t is provided that every minister shall
keep a registor, in a form furnished to him for
that purpose, of all the particulars of every mar-
riage solemnized by him—which he shalb return
to the Deputy Registrar—who shall return it to
the Couniy Kegistrar.

It is proposed that-the County Registrar shall
be the Registear of D eds,because the remuncera-
tion will not be suthciently large to warrant a dis-
tinct estabishment.  The County Registrar will
enter these returns of marriages in a Marriage
Register Book to be kept for that purpose with
suitable indices—referring to the surname of the
husband, the maiden name of the wite, and the
surname of any previous husband she may bave
bad.

For the purpose of registering Births, it is
provided that every father who is blessed with a
progency, should upon the“vecasion of the birth
of & child, within a limited period preseribed in
the act, go to the Deputy Registrar and filiin the
particulars in a blank form furnished him for
that purpose which he should sign, and which
shall be countersigned by the Registrar. The De-
puty Registrar shall return these particulars to
the County Registrar who shall enter them in a
Book to be called the Register of Births,

The &ulruliuu of Deaths wil! be accom
phshed in a similar manner. Any person in
whose family a death occurs, will give the parti-
culars to the Deputy Registrar and sign a print-
ed form to be fGilled up accordingly.—These
forme will be returned every quarter to the
County Registrar, and in this way as complete
a system of Registration of Births, Deaths, and
Marviages as is po sible uuder the circumstan-
ces will be provided,

it was thus plOl‘oou'd by this bill to supply a
want which bad long existed in this country,
and he hoped that gentlemen on both sides
would give their aid in perfecting the details of
the measure, so that it mght be made as beue-
ficial as possible.

Mr. Archibald could not help remarking that
the machivery of the bill, and many ot its prin-
cipal features, were similar to that introduced
Ly the late Government two or three years ago.
liv assured the leader of the Governwent ol his
Cniru (o afford every assistance to perfect a

wasure which be considered greatly aflected
the interests of the people.

‘I he Lill was read a first time.

The House in Committee on Bills resumed
the consideration of the bill relating to County
Assessments, which alter considerable discussion
was passed.

— -

. Tuunspay, March 8th.

Mr. Locke asked when the government would
show the house what amount is to be granted
tor road and bridge services this year,

Hon. Fin. Bee. replied that the estimates
were now in the hands of the printer, and would
be ready to submit to the house i course of a
few days.

The Intercolevial Raiheay.—Mr, Archibald
asked whether it was the intention of the gov-
ernment 1o repeal the railway legislation of last
sussion.

Hon. Atty, Gen, replied that the acts refer-
red to by the Lon. leader ol the opposition would
be Jelit out of the revised statutes, and conse-
quently would no longer be law,

Mr. Archibald said that the existing law
bound the province to coutibute towards the
construction of the Intercolonial railway should
Canada accept the offer of the Duke of New-
castle, on bebalf of the lmperial government,
within two years, he «d Nova beotia would
be faithful and adherere to the pledges she had
wade with relerence to the Intercolonial railway
negotiations.

hon. Provincial Secretary said that the ne.
gotiations respecting the intercolonial railway

roject, and the subsequent legislation, were
subjects that were well understood, The late
government, at a time when they did not re.
flect the sentiment of the country, undertook, at
the close of sthe late sussion of an expiring
house, to place upon the statute book of the
country, by a mrty majorily, an act to bind the
province to t e:gendllure of an enormous
sum of money, and by a party vote, and by a
very small majority, they succeeded in forcing
such & law upon the country, That policy met
with the unqualified opposition of the then op-

ow, what were
the facts of the case ¥ In 1862 representatives ol
the three Provinces, met in Qm“wv. and an ar-
rangement for the construction of the intercolo-
nial railway was agreed upon. Subscquently a
delegation from the three provinces was despatch-
ed to England. The result was that the delegates
uingrwx. and those from Canada refused to ac-
cept the serms proposed by the Duke ot Newcas-
tle, and so soon as this fact was made known al-
most everyhody arrived atthe conelusion that the
raject of an Jutercolonial Railway was an utter
"ailur«. A more sdemn farce was never acted
in any country than was in the legislature of
this Province last session with respect to the
railway measure before adverted to. A bill w
provide for the construction of an intercolonial
lir e, after it was abundantly evident that Cana-
da had abandowed the scheme, was introduced
and forced through the Assembly by a party
vote. The object of such action was well un-
derstood by the party then in o) pesition, and
a'so by the country generally. -Directly alter
the passage of that act a dissolution of the As.
sembly took place, and a genecial election lol-
lowed which resulted in the \:al) who forced
that measure upon the statute book, being scat-
tered to the winds, and the party who opposed
it, triumphantly returned with an overwhelming
majority. Subsequently Canada proj osed a sur-
vey of the route, but the propoesition was a rea-
sonable and tangible one. DBut owing to some
diflerence, or misunderstanding that arose be-
tween the governments of “Canada and New
Brunswick. the survey was not procecded with,
and for a time the subject remained in abeyance.
Very r\*renll)' however, the Canadian govern-
ment had decided to survey the entire line, at
ber own -exj ense, and because the government
of that Proyjuee had despatched Mr. Sanford
Fleming on snow-shoes to commence that work,
the Chronicle, that Jim Crow organ, declared
that this IYrevicce must wait, must hold s
breath for a while, wust stay extension in any
direction until we ascertained what course Cana-
da would pursue. The government believed in
the policy of an intercolonial railway, and con-
sidered the subject of the most vital importance,
and were prepared to engage in it on any feasi-
ble terms, but certainly not in accordance with
the terms and conditions of the act placed upon
the statute ook last session,

Mr. Archibald said the usval course in case of
questions asked of a member of the government
was to confine the reply to the questions put ;
but the hon. Provincial Secretary hud answered
the ouly point of Lis (Mr. A's) observations
which did not need a reply, and had left unans-
wered that point to which a reply was desired
he felt that the fair and manly way in which
not only the sister province of New Brunswick
but the Jmperial government had acted, ren-
derved it our dury to preserve entire good laith
towards them in the steps we should take. Now,
under the act passed last year,these parties had the
plighted faith of our legislature, that it Canada,
within the period of two years trom the passing
of our statute, should enact corresponding pro-

visions, we should be pwparrd to carry out the”

agreement of Quebec in its integrity.  The hon.
Provincial Secretary seemed Lo imagine that tke
question of public faith depends upon the
numerical majority which gives the decision,
He (Me. A)) reprobated such a doctrine as sub-
versive of every principle of legislation. “The
hon. gentleman bhad spoken of the marked dis
approval of the luterccloiial policy indicated
by the returns to the present house ; but he
would like to ask the members of the present
government, who were now proposing the Pie-
tou Railway, where many of them would be if
they had an election to run to-morrow ¥ What
would the constituency ol the Attorney Gene-
ral say to his action ¥ Where would many of
the members of the western count'es be, whoe
were expecied to give their aid (o this measure ¥
He did not mean by this to say that the policy
of building the Pictou Railway was wrong, but
he mentioned it to dispose of the argument of
the hon. wember, and 1o show that it he was te
be tricd by the same test, he would - find himsell
very speedily in a minority.

Hon. Atty. Genl. observed that they all knew
that the Legislation of last session was a tarce,
and when the measure was introduced ho had
remarked that it would be treated as a tarce
were it not for its proopw:liw (ragic conse-
quences. They all were aware of the oljects of
legislating lor the construction of ten wiles to-
wards Pictou ; it was ouly tor show and shawm,
and the other bill relating to the Intercolonial
was designed to have an effect in other quar-
ters.

Mr, Archibald said that the hon. Attorney
Gen. had stated that the railway legislature of
last session was a farce, and had hinted that it
was intended only to have political effect on
the elections.. Now there was not the shadow
of foundation for any such assertion, because in-
stead of e railway policy of the late govern-
ment being an aid in their appeal to the country
it had the very opposite eflect.

Hon. Prov. Sec, said hé had never asserted
that Canada had been guilty of a breach of
faith. le presumed that the delegates went to
England clothed with authority to accept any
wroposition that they considered foasible, or re-
Ject any that they considered disadvantageous to
the provinces t‘ey represented. “’ﬁcn the
sinking fund provision was demanded, the
delegates from all the provinces were justified i
rej'uc!.ing that ropqsuiun, and the Canadian
delegates did reject it ; but it seemed that the
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia delegates were
prepared to agree to almost anything, and they
concluded to accept it,

Spring Hill Mining Company :—Houn. Prov,
Secretary rose te introduce a bi'l Lo incorporate
the Spring Hill Mining, Manufacturing, and

position—the party wow in power—who used |
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