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PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE. 

1 cannot tell to others, 
Nor could they speak to me 

OF cares and fears distressing, 
Or the trials sore oppressing ; . 

But all are known to Thee. 

mL 

O dear and pracions Jesus 
Before Thy throne we bow, 

We see Thy patient tender care, 
Thy grace enabling us to bear 

The burden heavy now. 

A present help we need 
As thirsty plants the rain; 

For this soul-hunger we would crave the 
bread, 

With which Thy children through all time 
were fed ; 

And balm to ease our pain. 

Our wants, our woes we bring, 
Our feebly uttered prayer. 

Take us and our's within Thine arms 
So safely keep—for death's alarms 

Lose all their terror there. 

Till in our home on high 
The angels’ song we sing ; 

A heaven tuned- harp within our hand 
At last we've reached our Father-land, 

At last behold or King. 
Eldersley, June 1864. 
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WORK FOR THE SKEPTICS. 

If God is anywhere, we say to the ration. 
alist, he may be eT Once admit 
the principle, the possibility of divine inter- 
position, and you settle the question for the 
whole Bible. Concede that God called Abra. 
bam-—concede that God the Red Sea, 
that he fed the host of Israel with manna, 
that he lengthened the day for Joshua, that 
he rescued Daniel from the jaws of the lion, 
or the three youths from the flery furnace ; 
concede any single miracle of tte Old or the 
New Testament, the miraculous birth or the 
resurrection of our Lord, and you admit a 
principle that sweeps triumphantly through 
the whole Sacred rd, and will guarantee 
the reality of every mirdcle of which that 
record makes mention, Who shall make a 
distinotion? Where can you draw the dis. 
criminating line? Who shall say that this 
miracle may have been wrought, and then 
that any other miracle of which the Scripture 
informs us, is the product of credulity or of 
knavery? If voe of these miracles is worth 
of a God, so are all of them. It there was 

reason why God should manifest himselt 
u oue extraordinary utd anomalous transao- 
tion, the same reason will hold for them all. 
By ica. necessity, then, we give up all the 
miracles, or we retain them all; aod he his. 
tory of the Hebrew nation, of the people of 
God, alike under the old and the new cove 
nant, renders itself into a mere commonplace 
bistory, utterly disemboweled of its special 

. significance, and its sublime purpose ; or it 
stretches across the ages, a Mount of God, on 
which heavenly a hy seen, over which 
here hangs the dark and there beams 
the ineffable glory in which alike is y 
hidden, the majesty of the Kternal 
And the principle applies not merely to 

miracles in the narrower sense of the term. 
It applies to every form of special divine in. 
‘terpasition which is claimed to characterize 
the sacred writings. It applies to inspiration, 
to Prophecy, to the divine mission of our 
Lord, Inspiration is a miracle, Prophecy 
is a wiracle, An incarnate Messiah is 
miracle, If there is no miracle, theres no 
luspiration.~ If there is no miracle, there is 
vo prophecy——no foretelling of the future, be. 
youd the shrewd which oven Btanley 
concedes to the Hebrew seers, On the other 
— it re Spain ab wp is 
prophecy ; mey o spake as they 
wero moved by the Holy Ghost; it, in the 
light of a higher illumination, they looked 
down" the cpeving vista of the future~then |b 

~, wll the rest follows of course, Miracle, in 
~ every one of ite forms, is immediately sutheo. 
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tiated ; boeauro the same power which could 
and for - reason would, interpose in such 
a way, would also be likely to find reasons 
for other modes and forms of extraordinary 
and miraculous agency. And obviously, the 
Old and New Tostaments, in all their parts, 
bang together ; they form a coherent and gu. 
tually dependent whole, 
To admit tho first chapter of Genesis is to 
admit the last chapter of Revelation, To 
admit the divine call of Abraham, or the 
divine mission of Moses, is to admit 
the divine mission of Jesus Christ. To 
concede the divine origin of the symboli. 
cal sacrifices of the Old Testament, is to eon. 
cede tho divinity of that groat Saorifice’ of 
the Now Testament which gives them their 
entire significance, ' To grant the reality of 
tho New Testamont Sucritice is to grant im. 
plicitly the heavenly origin of that vast sys. 
tem of Old Testament offeribgs, which points 
#0 wonderfully and so variously to their ante. 
typal sacrifice in the Now, Shadow and 
sebitainge mutually support each other, 
From the tree you may reason to the shadow ; 
from the shadow you may reason to the tree, 
The shell is less valuablo than the kernel, but 
it is essential to the kernel, So, dll the parts 
of the Bible are interwoven into one mys. 
terious, sublime, indissoluble whole, The 
form a unity which, the more thoroughly it 
examined, will be found all the more com- 
plete and more wonderful ; like the system of 
nature, Clplhying to the superficial eye in. 
numerable difficulties, and even contradictions, 
but constantly revealing to the penctrating 
gaze a profound unity, 
Wo remind, thon, the reader, of the prob. 

lem which the rationalist has got to solve, 
It is all or nothing, Ho has got to get rid 
of all the miracles of the Bible, er his work 
issubstantially unacoomplished. It any one is 
genuine, than any other may be, and probably 
all are. The same evidence, the same moral 
reasons which exist for one, exist for sll, 
He may well put on his heaviest armor, and 
address himself to the conflict in the spirit of 
a hero. His enemy, to bo conquered, must 
be annikilated. 

-— 

THE TWO GARDENS. 

Eden and Gethsemane ! >How intimate 
the condition of t related to these 
two gardens! In the first\ wan was placed 
in his state of ionceency, There ho was 
placed on trial for himself and all his des 
condants: there he fell, In that garden 
started the bitter fountain, formed by. tears 
of regret over a ruin which man had caused, 
but which he had no power to restrain, That 
fountain has coursed its way down thro 
the ages, augmented continually by tears of 
mre x wg sorrow, The world can never 

y | forget den, both for what it was, aod for 
what it became by reason of man's sin, 

Alter four thousand years had elapsed, and 
the world had experienced the consequences 
of sin the second Adam enters another gar- 
den—the garden of Gethsemane, He entered 
it by vight. It was the night of man's sin 
and guilt, He entered it to place himself on 
trial also for the world. When God called 
to the first Adam. Where art thou? He 
hid himself from his presence. He was a 
shamed because he was guilty, When God 
called to the second Adam, he answered. 
Here am I, in the volume of the book is is 
written of we, todo thy will, O God. 1f much 
depended upon the trial of the first, we ma 
say that even more any upon the trial of 
he second Adam, There wasa bility of 
esiring the ruin of the fall, the world was 
not firrecoverably lost, But if Christ had 
refused to drink the eup of suffering put to 
his lips in the garden of Gethsemane, there 
could have been no salvation for mag,” 
From the garden of Gethsemane started 

a | another fountain that courses its way thro 
the world, That fountain bas its source in 
the d of bloody sweat that fell ym ae 
Baviour's brow. It was augmented by the 
stream that flowed from his hands, his feet, 
and his side, on Calvary. Whoever plun 
in this stream, is cleansed from the stain of 

own to the latest generation these gar. 
dens will continue to be remembered, and per. 
aps t eternity the scenes that 

transpired in them, will be studied with ever. 
intorest,—Ger, Ref. Messenger, 

gos | lat in the men, [ look 

essenger, 
POLITICAL & GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 

ON SOME CONCEPTIONS OF 
HEAVEN, 

No figure of rhetoric, employed to create | 

20), 1864. WHOLE SERIES. Vor. XXVIII, No, 2, 

Lord! And after that, they shut up the 
gatos ; which, when 1 had seen, 1 wished mys 
self among them.” : 

Lot us now turn to Milton's’ conception : in the mind a conception of heaven, is more Shoup it muy not be more comforting than frequently chosen than the similitude of a the 
oity with walls and gates. In the time of ix more gorgeous and complete, our Saviour, when men began to be taught of | the gato, with its jewellery and tho New Jerusalem, and the narrow way that 
led to it, this wos tho most natural figure 
that could be used to embody its dor 
in words ; for the greatest work of that ear 
day was the building of a city that should be 
surrounded with firm and solid walls of de. 
fence to defy a captor, and of imposing ap- 
pearance to impress with grandeur the mind 
of the traveller who approached, 

Accordingly, the inspired writers of the 
New Testament called heaven the Holy Qity ; 
and the fathers of the church, in discoursing 
upon it employed the samo striking metapKor, 

us it has come down even to this modern ago, 
not ™ in the pages of the Word of God, 
where it remains over glowing with peerless 
sublimity, bus as the striking conception of 
the venerable past, whose pootry, as much ay 
whose art, we chorish ond admire. While the 
imagication, that spirit of restless wings, has 

y8- | seldom been content to tarry and look upon 
tho sae scene twice, however beautitul or 
entrancing, it scems to have returned again 
and again to behold the Oelostial Qity, unable 
to attain, in the realm of its highost flight, a 
view of Heaven moro unspeakubly lovely to 

eye and satisfying to the soul, 
he complete figure appears to have in. 

cluded also a river, flowing at tho end of the 
ilgrim's journey heavenward, forming a 
undary between the earth and the domin. 

ions of the eity beyond, This is the river 
into whose cold waves all travellers must de- 
send ; and it is deep or shallow to each ao- 
cording to his faith in Him whose throne and 
ng is on the other side, is wavering or 
rm. On this account, it has sometimes ed 

pened that many who have seen the city sad 
yearned to enter in, have feared to oross the 
stream, though they should be welcome at the 

tes, 
gy I in the story of the Ohristian Pil. 
rim, relates, of the hero and his companion, 

that before they reached the gates of heaven, 
J [they came to this river which they must pass 

through. * So I saw in my dream, that the 
went on together till they came in sight of 
the gate. Now I further saw, that betwixt 
thom and the gate was a river; hut there was 
no bridge to go over, The river was very 
deep, At the sight, therefore, of this river, 
the pilgrims where much stunned ; but the 
mon that went with them said, ¢ You must 
0 through, or you cannot come at the gate,’ 
fter they crossed thoy met two angels, 

clothed in white appearel, that shone as sil. 
ver, who were waiting for them ; and, guided 
by these attendants, they walked onward to 
the gate.” The allegory coiittmues : + Now, 
when thoy were come up to the gate, there 
was written over it, in letters of gold, ‘Bless. 
ed are Sey el do this commandments, that 
they may havo a right to the Tree of Lite, and 
way euter in through the gates into the 
oity.'" 

After they reached the gate, a messenger 
was sent to tell the king that they had come ; 
and ho commanded that they should be ad- 
mitted, “Now, I saw io my dream, that 
these two men went in at the gate; and, lo! 
os they entered they wore tr : ; and 

Y | they had raiment put on that shone like gold. 
There were also that met them with harps 
and crowns, and gave them to them ; tho barps 
to praise withal, and the crowns, in token of 
bovour, Then I heard in my dream, that all 
the bells in the city rang again for joy, and 
that it was said unto them, * Eater ye into 
the joy of our Lord.’ I also heard the men 
thomsolves, that they sang with a loud voice, 
saying, * Blessing and honour, snd glory, and 

wer, bo unto him that sitteth upon the 
tone, sod uoto the Lamb, for ever and 

ever, 
“ Now, just as the gates were opened to 

| in after them, and, 
behold ! the city shone like tho sun ; the streets 
also were paved with gold, and in them 
walked many men with orowns oo their heads, 

lms In their hands, and golden harps, 
ore were also of them that had wings, and 

they answered one another with holy inter. 

J | for her husba 

{his lite dreary. 

esoription of the dreamer in prison, it 
He portrays 

gold, so olear- 
Be that bis words seem almost to flash forth 
shining rays, 

“A kingly palacesgate, 
y | With frontispiece of diamond and gold 

Embellished § thick with sparkling orient gems 
The portal shone, inimitable on earth, 
By wodel, or by shading pencil drawn.” 
Nor does the poet leave out of his deserip- 

tion the iden of the river j= 
“ Underneath a bright sea flowed Ot jasper, or of liquid pear], whereon 

Who after came from earth, sailing arriv'd, 
Waited by angels, or flew o'er the lake, 
Wrapped in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds.” 
Bat Milton's varying fancy did not, in 

every instance, picture golden battloments and 
towers ; in one place he has the verse i= 

* The bounds 
And erystal wall of Heaven,” 

The refulgent light shines upon the city, 
and makes its glories greater by reflection, ih 
brighter than the sun that damsles from mid. 
beaven the eyes of men, And yot the poet, 
with a boldness as successful as it was hag. 
ardous, has ventured to declare that there is 
interchunge of light and darkness in the heave. 
enly realm. The angel Raphael, in the gare 
den of Paradise, relates to Adam 1 

“ There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fast by his throne, 
Where light and darkness, in perpetual round, 

and dislodge by turns, which makes 
through heaven 

Grateful vicissitude, like day and night; 
Gabe issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 
To veil the heaven: though darkness there 

might well 
Seem twilight here.” 
But sublime as is the ideal of the veners- 

ted bard, we have a greater still ; for he, 
with straining eye, up pt heaven; but 
there was another to whom the Now Jerusa. 
lem came down. “I, John, saw the Holy 
City, New Jerusalem, coming down from God 
out of rem px oo a8 & bride adorned 

"The City which St John 
beheld was radiant with the glory of God ; 
* her light was like unto a stone most precious, 
—oven like the jasper stone, clear as crystal,” 
It had a towering wall and twelve gates, 
The City was of pure gold, and was re. 
flocted in the light like transparent glass, 
Ite fashion was square; and it was meas. 
ured before his eyes with a golden reed. 
The foundations of the wall were garnished 
with precious stones; “each ve gate 
was & single pearl! In this city there hall 
nothing eotor thas defileth, or maketh a 
lie. A pure River of the Water of Lite is 
sro —slod 1 coy sud proceeding out 
of the thron God. Greater than all, 
Christ is there ! 

Such a couception of heaven ravishes the 
soul, The Christian yearns to be within the 
sacred walls, He is almost impationt to 
hold & harp and wear & crown. While he 
looks upward, the visin is so enchanting 
that when he casts his eyes aguin upon the 
earth, his dwelling-place seems dismal, and 

He sun, in is meridian, 
shines with the fulvess of splendour overdhis 
head; but the brightness is not bright 
enough ; sud he wishes shat the sky wr 

tore his gaso, and disclose the 
diy itselt bey He would then have bat 
a single other wish,—le be there,~—afterward 
and for ever, he would be undpeakably satis. 
fied, Dus pte - te here ; and renews 
his cou Ys from the promise, —* Kloss. 
od oe 0 bed do hia commandments, that they wight have right to the tree of life, and. 
way eater in through the gates into the city.” 

A un is troublesome, and sets a man's ine 
vention on the rack. Que trick needs » great 
Wwany more to make it good; while trush is 
always consistent with itself, and needs noth. 
ing to belp it out. It aan live in all regions 
flourish in all soils, and becomes naturalised 
in all climes. 

—
 

To rive and not to learn is to loiter, and: 
uot to live, al 
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