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HALIFAX, APRIL 27, 1864,

INGLINH A
i RATURE,

The character of o poo‘»h In protty cor
rootly indicated by thelr literature, Thelr
mental food hus much to do with the devels
opoment of thelr minds and morals, There
way be individuale in one community who
are vastly superior to thowse in unother, als
though in the aggrogate the latter may be

) "
» : yrmer, but | YWinchestereetho bells were already * firing" In
Suwoithy of compatiacn with the former, bu ' Joyoun t.hun:h'rinun of ¢lamour==when the tardy

the. general, tone of wooloty cannot have a
botter oritorion, wo believe, than the choloe
they mako in the mutter of books and authors,

gotwhhntnuding the unwllllnrmw ol Ams
erioan writors, generally, to admit that the
British are more ready than the American
people to patronise what is really valuable in
mental cultivation, yot we fiud some who torm
& more correct estimate of British taste wnd
oharactor,  We are glad to perceive that pro.
gross Is boing mudo in the United Stutes’ peri.
odioals in the judgment they form of Kuglishe
men in this respoot, - Their rending matter, our
westorn neighbours find, will bear faoviable
comparison with what exists amongst them.
solven, There Is doubtioss a vast amount of
trash produc.d and reud in both countries, the
Hloot of which must bo weukuess und poverty
of mind, but we are pleased 10 flod some
wholesomo truth told to its reanders by one
of our oxchanges —the Boston Watehman—
in reference to this watter,  The contrast the
oditor druws, will, wo trust, aot bonefioinlly in
showing that Englishmen need wot be more
ashamed of thelr literature and the prevailivg
literary taste, than they wre of thelr national

sition,

The following statements, from a late num.
ber of tho above periodionl, are doubtioss
more than founded on fuott -

“ltis does not angur well for the menta)

steungth ot American - youth that four-fifths of |

thoir reading lios in the department of light
licarature.  Novols in public and elrculating
lbearvies are in great demand ; histories, and
blographies, and sciontific works lie upon the
eholves.  Works of flotion lwue from Jw pross
like leaves of the forest for number, and edi.
tions multiply to a fabulous extent, while solid
and instructive works find * fiv audience though
fow.”

Ja Great Britain it is otherwise. Sclentific
and religious works, and volumes of permanent
value find & roady market, and the taste for fic.
sion Is neither s0 exclusive nor »o exhaustive
“ Good Words,"=elsowhore reforred to—a mag.
azine of a high religiovs tone, edited by Nor.
man MoLeod, and with some of the ablest mine
imters ax regular contributors, has a elrenlarion
of 180,000, out-numbering, probably, Dickens’,
aud Thackeray's, and McMillan's Magazine con.
bined.

The * Recroations of the Country Parson,”
with its pleasant humor and gonial wit, had a
’xroM rn in this coantry ; while his * Graver
Thoughts,” containing carnest religious counsel,
found fower and less np‘.rmwmw readers, In
looking over the trade-list of the British pub.
lishers we notice that the comparative succoss is
quite reversed, * The Recreations” have had
a virvulation of 10,000, while the * Graver
Thoughts,” published much later, have gone up
to 38,000, ot BT

It e steange that the pressure of war, and
national calamity, and beveavement in many
desolate homes, has not changed at all our na-
tional daste for fletion, It continues to form
the rolo or chief intellectual food of old and
young, and the national frivolity and extrava.
ganoe are its Jogitimate frait,”

Lt becomes im{:orunt that our people should
lay to heart such fucts us the above. Our
oximity to the Northoru States aflords groat
soilitios for the lmportation of this *lght
frothy stufl, whioh exorts such banelul effeots
on the popular charaoter,

Lot us cherish such encomiumes of our moth.
er.couatry, and strive to emulate her in this
partioulur, There Is great rouson to tear that
wo, as & poople, bear more resemblance, in
this respuct, to the U, Btates thao to England,

All who are in a position to dircst the lnsto
of the young and iutrodaoe to them wholesome

lrature, should ombrace every opportunity
of

sound litorature,

s w i L -

ROYAL CHRISTENINGS,

= The Iate christening of the royal infant has
supplied a theme for muoch historie researoch,
and nuwerous brief papers for perlodiosls in

oldest son, The Cornkill Magaszine for this

wonth, hes an artiole containing s considers.  their sorrows
ble*sscumulation of ourfous ** gomsip ou royal

ebristeniogs.” Our readers will

oeremenial performed on Arthur,

®

tions, and he had

dolog %o, aud thus contribute towsids tho
goeneral diffusion of uselul koowledge and

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

.\\'alv-. son of Henry VII, ' The Karl of Ox.

ford was to have beon godfather, but being
behind the time appointed, and all the brillis |
ant assemblage kopt waiting, there was great
anxioty for hisareival:

v Nix hours, the Soverelgn and ladies and of !

that the ceremony |

had just roceived the British name of Axrthur, |
the very sound of which, it was thought, woulc |
strike torror into the hearts of all ﬁm«iun nas |
Just been immersed bodily in |
the deep water of the capacious font, and 2%
Dewm was on the point of being shouted, not
only in the eathedral, but in every church in

Oxford, hooted and rpurred, was seon coming up
the centre aislo,  He wax in time, at all events,
to see his godehild properly cared for, after his
immersion, and to place him on the high aliar,
whero ho lay during the celebration of the even.
ing servico, No point of form was omitted
wﬂlvh could add lustre to a ceremony which
proved to be the last according to the Roman
Catholie ritual, by which the Prince of Wales
war made regoverate.  And the conclusion was
worthy of the occasion, for then, the chief pers
sonages amembled  around the shrine of St
Swithing where they ate * spices,” and. drank
hippocras to the health of Prince Arthur, under
the shadow of the thirstiest of saints,

Whether Prince Arthur was, or wasnot, the last
litNe gentleman of his rank who was baptized by
imhiersion, we are unable to say, but wg may
vate, on the authority of Sir John Floyer, the
physician, that baptism by lnmersion continued
In general use till the year 1600 ; and its disuse
I with him, a watter of much regret. He
looks on the sanitary, no' on the iheological side
of the question, whether princes or peopla be
concorned,  “The English," he says, * will at
lnst return to it, when physic has given them a
clear proof, by divers experiments, that vold
bathe are both safe and usetul, _Lhey did groat
injury to their childron and @ gosterity who
first introduced the alteratidn of this *truly
ancient ceremony of lmmersion, and were the
ovcasion of a degenerate, sickly, tender race
ever since, Instead of prejudicing the health
of their ehildren, immersion would provent many
horeditary diseases, it it were still practised,"
and princes and people are now of the same
opinion as Sir John Floyer, but they give it
more practical application than ever he thought
of,

Nothing Is said of immersion at the christen-
ing of Arthur's brother, Hounry ; and there was
nothing remarkable at that (in Scotland) of the
two sone of James I, who were succemively
Princes of Wales, excopt that the King behaved
lv:ith. vo more decorum than was expected of

iw,'

4
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“In the midst of Life we are in
Denth,”

Fow men have been botter known in Hali.
lax for many years pust thun De, James O,
Humm, On Friday last his frionds were
greatly surprised to loarn that about 8 o'elock
that morning he had been attacked with pul.
monary apoplexy, and but & fow minutes
alter his son, Dr, J, D, Hume, had reached
the bedside and prepared what mediolne his
futhor had direoted, he, in the full possession
of his faculties, and consolous of his sate,
had departed this life in the 02ad year of hix
Uy,

“l!o had beon as well an usual on the pre.
vious day, and had beea engaged in the duties
of his profossion till lute in the evening, ouly
 fow hours boefore his death,

Dr, Hume had lived in this his native olty
mmrl( all his days, with the exception of the
thne in which he wus pursuing his professional
studien in the wother country, For upwards
of thirty yoars ho had been in wotive sorvioe
a8 & physician,  His father, Dr, Robort
Hume, lived to a good old age, as one of the
fiest praotitioners in the oity, and resident
medical officer of H. M, Dookyard, Dr
Jumes O, Hume was his eldest son, and suc-
oceded him, after haviog himselt had an ex.
tensive praotioe for several yoars previously,
He was Prosidont of the Medical Boclety of
Nova Beotls, and had been several years
Prosident of the Royal Acadian School So.
clety, in whioh institution he had taken a deep
intorest for the pust quarter of a oontury,

Dr. Hume bad boen & membor of Granville
Btroot Church almost from it first formation,
and oontinued regularly to B his pluce there
up 4o tho lust Lord's day of his life, Much
might be said of bis kind and genlal nature,
which caused him to be highly esteemed b
& vory large oirole of friends, and of his

' tlan

(sny in theso respeots, we should fail to ex.
reforonoo to the sous of the Princes of Wales .

who have precedod otr present Boverelg: 'y

be smused The
with s extraot from the socount given of the

Prince of,

warm-hearted pioty, which endeared him to
bir brothren in the church and other ohris-
communities ; but whatever wo might

ross what would be due to bis
lundreds of bis fellow-oltisens will |
oause 0 remember

memory,

have
his efforts to alleviate
sod sufforings in various ways,
besides those of his professional attendance.
writer's ploasantest assoclations with No.

(such an hour us yo thiuk not the Son of Man

va Bootla, on his arrival here, wore In & great
moasure socured by suoh kindoess and m

Al

|

tian friondship, as ho found in De, Hame and
his family,

Hin remuine wore uttended to tho Olty|
Cemotery on Sunduy lust by an immonse oon. |
course==probably more than a thousandeof

those who sympathized with the family in !

ND AMERICAN LI'TE« ficlalyhad waited for him, when the wearied King | their sorrow,eminoluding tho-Medieul Socioty
| nowinatod the Karl of Derb an Oxford's sub. |
 atitute, sand -commanded
'ahould be no luurur delayed,  The little prinve

and members of both houses of the legisluture,’
Rov. Dr, Pryor offioiated at the funersl,
Rev, Mr, Grant ulso attondod and purtiols
pated in the servioes,

These unexpeoted removals read to all the
solemn lesson + “ Lo yo nlso rondy, for. ut

cometh.”

Huad the following highly important meass
uro beon adopted twonty years sinco, with
such modificutions ws might huve been necos.
sary to obtain the concurreued®of the Souths
orn States, and which, had the gropt loading
politiciuns of the duy, who professed to dep.
recute the existenco of Sluvery in the Union,
oarnestly and honoestly endeavoured to cary
out, what rivers ot blood, what willions of
trousures, what misory and dosolation, what
bitter hatreds and unhullowed enmitios might
bave been saved or avoided, Wo routly
foar thut under present eivoumstanoces %u ime
mediato effect will bo to exasperate und pros
long the quarrel.  Whatover muy be it
prosent effcet, however, in 'iwsell it is right
and just

“ The Senate of the United States on Friday
lasty April 8, 1804, adopted the following joint
resolution, by the decivive vote of TR Y-
EIGNT to KIX,

Be it Resolveid, Ly the Senate and House of
Ropresentatives of the United Siates of Anigrs |
leay in Congress assembled, twothirds of both |
Houses voncurring, that the tollowing urticle be |
proposed 1o the Legislaturés of the several
Statos, a8 an amendmeat to the Constitution of
the United States, which, whe ra ifiod by threes
fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid to all
intonts and purposes as part of the said Constis
tution, namely

Ant. XL Seetion 1, Neither slavery nor
involuntary servitudd, oxcept as a punishment
for erime, whercol' the party shall huve been
duly convicted, shall exist Within the United
States, or in wny place subjoct to their jurisdie.
tion,

Section 3. Congress shall have power to en
forco this article by -appropriate legislation.”

“ The House will adops the resolution by an
equally decisive vote, and the President will be
forward to give it his signature. It will then
receive, as weo bolieve, the concurrence of three.
fourthe of the Logislatures of all the States in
the Union, lucluding what are ealled the Seoed.
od States ;| and the amendwont will be made

art of the Constitution, 1o be recognized and

salled through all time as one of its Justust and
grandest provisons,”

NEWS SUMMARY,

It would vertainly seem, from all outward
indications thut wo oun gather from papers
and telegrams, that the Opuning campnign of
the two belligerent partios of the North and
South, must be productive of the most fw-
portaut and de@lsive results, The foroes and
the proparutions on euch side are on un enor
mous soale ; and the spirit whioh appoars to
animate ouch, nothing but decixive results cun
satisly, There appears to huve been some
hurd fighting in Louisiana on the west of the
Mississippi, in which the Conlederates ure said
to have gained wn iwportant vietory, but
whioh wus imwedia‘oly tollowed by an equal
succoss on the part of the Federals, whose
relnforoements oume up the day aftor the first
confliot, But, us we have o{\on remarked,
the nocounts are wlways %o obsoure, and une.
sutisfaotory, that we mast wait to know what
are the real fucts, The armies on the Poto.
mag¢ are still ccoupying thoir wintop (uarters,
the impracticable state of the roads having

rendered uu{ important movement on eith
side all but lmposeible,

dotices, &=,

W.o were glad to loarn n woek or two aTiéo that
the iost bundle o1 Central Minntes had been found,
and forwarded to the Postiaster at Wolfville, He
Inforins us that be has sent thom by mall ae directed |
for which he will pleuse aceopt our thunks,

-

v

Freneh Mivion Nourd and Ponation,

There will bu & meeting of the French Misstonar
Board, st Hebron, un Tuesduy, May 8, mt )
o'clogk, and on the fullowing uum,y. May 108k,
there whl be a donation visit ut the Misslon {quu.
Tusket, lw. hope that the friends uf the mission

will large ‘ attond, und by thelr presence and aid
cheer the heart of our misslonury,

Huenuy ANoriy, Socretary,

R

nnapeliv Co. Mindstorial Contorence,
The next meoting « f the Annapolls Connty Cone

ference of Buptist Ministers, wrma h:ld D‘.’V

Oranville Ferry, on Wodnesduy the 18ih of

nevt, w9 o'vlock, A M. Mm on previous

evening, A full astondance s desired,

Neoretary,

104, WaLLAOK,
Lower Granvilie, N, 5., Apsi 300A, 1804,

Rev, Warren L.

Parker withos all Jetter
10 be directed 1o * Andh.‘mnomh“ Go.. for him

May |1

April 27, 1864,

mm
Lotters Reoelved,

8. Morrivon, 20th, 87, Rev. W. H, Porter,
81, J. M Parkes, Exp, 8th, 83800, M, Khw%\
mnn, 18th, &4, and 81t ult, #4, (om.tted.) Rev,
P. F. Murray, 18th, 84, J. F, Masters, Ewy,,
10th, 82, Rev. G, 1. Miles, 20th, Rev. D. L%
Waolton, 20nd,  Rev, E. M. Saunders, 218t
Rev, J. ©. Mome, 10th,  Rev. 1, Angell, 10th,
=Yun. Rov. 8 B Kempton, 28rd, K. Paje,
21, $2, 1 sub,

Geneval  Fntelligence,

Domestio,

SHAKESPEAREAR  CRLENRATION ~Monday
last buing so. fine, the people of Halifax felt no
reluctance in accepting the invitation of His
Worship the Mayor to suspind business, and
make the ovcasion a genoral holiday, The pro-
gramme arvanged for the vommemoration was
oarried ous protty fully,  Flags wore flying from

Y [many of the houses in the principal stroets.

At soven o'clovk in the morning, the Volunteer
Artillery came to the Parade and fired a salute
of 02 gunw, and the bells of St. Paul's Chureh
rang a merry peal,

The provess'on was formed on the Parade at
10 o'clock,  After the Shakespearead banner
came the orator of the day—Hon, Joseph Howe,
=supported on vither side by F. W, Passow,
and Walter Manning, Faqra,  Then came the
Voluntoer Artitlery with six fiold ploces, the
St Georges Bociety, the North  Beitish and
Highland Societivs, the Calvdonia Club and the
Charitable Trish Society ™ The marshalls wore
on horscbacks  "T'he Halitax Police fores in their
unitorm showed to good advantage, ‘Three mil-
ity and Volunteer Bands were in difforent
parts of the procession, These, with the crowds
ol kpoctators, made it quite a stirring pageant
There were & large number dressed in full
highland costume.  Tho handsome banners of
the difterent sovivtios were gaily docked with
wreaths of flowers.  Most of the members, too,
had floral decorations.  The grand cavaleade
procecded through several-of the st ents to Tom-
perance Hall,

His Excelloncy M jor-General Doyle pre.
sided over the meeting there,  Several meme
bers of the government und Judges were on the
platform, The Hon, Joseph Howe delivered
the Oration on the oevasion, aftor which I, W,
Pamow, Exq., gave some readings from some of
Shakespeare's plays, The procession then re-
formed and proveeded to the south area of the
Province building, in the centre of which His
Excellency the Adwministrator of the Governs
ment planted an Oak tree to vommemorate the
ocvasion, '

Woe regret to learn that an accident of a sori.
ous nature oveurred just before the arrival of the
rocession at the Provinee Building, A litle

y about 0 years of age, named Lucas, was at
lny on the balustrade of the stairs in the
Y‘mvinm bullding, and full over to the stone
floor below fracturing his skull. Wo were
i lormed that the poor listle tellow died in the
evening.

The Grand Lake Land Company's property
was sold st Auction, on Wudnesday last, and
purchased by B, Wier, By, tor £2,500, The
Shubenacadie Canal property, was ollvred as
the same time ; but there buing no advance on
the upset price, £11,000, the property was not
sold,

The steamer Caledonia, rm'vml,\' ran ashore
near Lalluve, was sold on Monday last, for
$1150 1 Muwars, I Rows, R, Davis, J, King,
A Keith, jur, and Mr. MeBoan, were the
purchasers,  The cargo sold 1or 8600,

It i sald thar St Luke's Church is'to be en.

larged lQ' a chancel, and to be wade the cathedal
ol the diocese,

The R, C. Bishop of Charleston, 8, C., ar
rived In the Alpha from Bermuda last wook,
having previously run the blockade. It appears
that the eathedral, private residence, and other
roperty of the R. Catholio ehurch amountin
n value to near $200,000 have been destroye
by the bombardment of that city, Not halfea.
dosen men have beon killed b( the shot or shell
which bave been thrown into Charleston by the
Foderals.

The Halifax Free Library it is said will be
ready for opening noxt week,

Little fortunes are being made by dealers in
wolasses, It ir rolling at 43 conts per gallon,

Tur Frowkms axnp Povrrny Snow, as
Mason Hall furing two or thoe days last week
and on Monday lust was patronized by s very
large number of visitors, A flne colivotion of
plants, and & great variety of pigeons and fowls
were Lrought togetheps for ul:l itlon,  In ad.
dition to these Mr. Downs had a beautitul youog
Deer, a Chinese Shoep and her threo Lambs, a
pair of Bkye Forriors, a number of Monkies, &
c;m of Hungarian Squirels and other curios).
ties,

One case contained & tamed Racooon and
another a ** Happy Family" embracing a large
Cat, two Rats And two Rabbits, ull good spoch
wens of their classes, and dwelling together in
purfeot barmony, -

Narioxar Semoor, —Mr. Joseph McLaugh-
an, reovntly from Treland, has succeeded Mer, J.
R. Willis as Principal of this fnstitution. 1t e
nr '™ hu' %dd of ml:n.lns‘o. 'ﬁ' 'ﬁ .!Tn'nbb.-

ad w0 of swooess attending Mr. Mo
an's labors, and that he mm‘lbr bimself the
same ble position as & tescher, and se.
spect lo

o8 won'by his



