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Christian Ftlessenger. 
HALIFAX, APRIL 27, 1864. 

INGLINH A 
Tie RATURE, 

The character of a Feo In pretty cor 
rootly indicated by thelr literature, Their 
mental food hus much to do with the devel. 
opoment of thelr minds and morals, There 
way be individuals in one community who 
are vastly superior to those in another, als 
though in the aggregate the latter may be 

J) 
" » : yrmer, but | YWinchestereetho bells were already * firing" In 

Suwoithy of compatiacn with the former, bu Joyous thunderings of ¢lamour==when the tardy the. general, tone of wooloty cannot have a 
botter oritorion, wo believe, than the choice 
they make in the mutter of books and authors, 

Notwitbatauding the grog oy ol Ams 
erioan writors, generally, to admit that the 
British are more ready than the American 
people to patronize what is really valuable in 
mental cultivation, yot we find some who form 
a more correct estimate of British taste wnd 
charactor, We are glad to perceive that pro. 
gross Is boing mudo in the United States’ peri. 
odioals in the judgment they form of Kuglishe 
men in this respoot, Their reading matter, our 
western neighbours find, will bear faoviable 
comparison with what exists amongst them. 
solves, There Is doubtless a vast amount of 
trash produc.d and rend in both countries, the 
Hloot of which must bo weukuess und poverty 
of mind, but we are pleased to flod some 
wholesome truth told to its renders by one 
of our oxchanges —the Boston Watehman— 
in reference to this watter, The contrast the 
oditor draws, will, wo trust, aot bonefioinlly in 
showing that Englishmen need wot be more 
ashamed of thelr literature and the prevailing 
literary taste, than they wre of thelr national 

sition, 
The following statements, from a late num. 

ber of tho above periodionl, are doubtless 
more than founded on fact: 

“itis does not angur well for the ments) 
steungth ot American youth that four-fifths of | 
their reading lies in the department of light 
licarature. Novels in public and elrculating 
lbearvies are in great demand ; histories, and 
blographies, and scientific works lie upon the 
shelves. Works of flotion lwue from the proms 
like leaves of the forest for number, and edi. 
tions multiply to a fabulous extent, while solid 
and instructive works find * fiv audience though 
fow.” 

Ja Great Britain iv is otherwise. Scientific 
and religious works, and volumes of permanent 
value find a ready market, and the taste for fic. 
sion Is neither so exclusive nor so exhaustive 
“ Good Words, "elsewhere referred to=a may. 
azine of a high religions tone, edited by Nor. 
man MoLeod, and with some of the ablest mine 
ters ax regular contributors, has a elrenlarion 
of 180,000, out-numbering, probably, Dickens’, 
aud Thackeray's, and McMillan's Magazine con. 
bined. 
The * Recreations of the Country Parson,” 

with its pleasant humor and gonial wit, had a 
great rn in this coantry ; while his * Graver 
Thoughts,” containing earnest religious counsel, 
found fewer and less SRST readers, In 
looking over the trade-list of the British pub. 
lishers we notice that the comparative success is 
quite reversed, * The Recreations” have had 
a virvulation of 10,000, while the * Graver 
Thoughts,” published much later, have gone up 
to 38,000, ot RTT 

It be strange that the pressure of war, and 
national calamity, and bereavement in many 
desolate homes, has not changed at all our nas 
tional daste for fletion, It continues to form 
the rol or chief intellectual food of old and 
young, and the national frivolity and extrava. 
ganoe are its Jogitimate frit,” 

Lt becomes ~ ys that our people should 
lay to heart such fucts us the above. Our 
oximity to the Northoru States aflords groat 

soilitios for the Importation of this flahe 
frothy stuff, whioh exerts such banelul effects 
on the popular character, 

Lot us cherish such encomiumes of our moth. 
er.couatry, and strive to emulate her in this 
partioulur, There Is great rouson to tear that 
wo, as 4 poople, bear more resemblance, in 
this respect, to the U, States thao to England, 

All who are in a position to direst the lnsto 
of the young and iutrodaoe to them wholesome 
lrature, should embrace every opportunity 
of 

sound literature, 
ase wi a 

ROYAL CHRISTENINGS, 

= The late christening of the royal infant has 
supplied a theme for much historie research, 
and numerous brief papers for periodicals in 

oldest son, The Cornhill Magazine for this 
month, hes an artiole containing » considers. their sorrows 
ble*sscumulation of curious ** gossip ou royal 
ebristeniogs.” Our readers will 

ceremonial performed on Arthur, 

® 

tions, and he had 

dolog wo, aud thus contribute towards tho 
general diffusion of uselul knowledge and 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
ford was to have beon godfather, but being 
behind the time appointed, and all the brill 
ant assemblage kopt waiting, there was great 
anxiety for i val 
Nix hours, the Sovereign and ladies and of! 

that the ceremony | 

had just received the British name of Arthur, | 
the very sound of which, it was thought, woul | 
strike terror into the hearts of all Reclas nas | 

Just been immersed bodily in | 
the deep water of the capacious font, and 2% 
Dewm was on the point of being shouted, not 
only in the eathedral, but in every church in 

Oxford, booted and spurred; was seen coming up 
the centre aisle, He wax in time, at all events, 
to see his godchild properly cared for, after his 
immersion, and to place him on the high aliar, 
where ho lay during the celebration of the even. 
ing service, No point of form was omitted 
which could add lustre to a ceremony which 
proved to be the last according to the Roman 
Catholic ritual, by which the Prince of Wales 
war made regoverate. And the conclusion was 
worthy of the occasion, for then, the chief pers 
sonages amembled around the shrine of St. 
Swithing where they ate © spices,” and. drank 
hippocras to the health of Prince Arthur, under 
the shadow of the thirstiest of saints, 

Whether Prince Arthur was, or was not, the last 
lithe gentleman of his rank who was baptized by 
imhiersion, we are unable to say, but wg may 
vate, on the authority of Sir John Floyer, the 
physician, that baptism by lnvmersion continued 
In general use till the year 1600 ; and its disuse 
I with him, a watter of much regret. He 
looks on the sanitary, no' on the iheological side 
of the question, whether princes or people be 
concerned, “The English," he says, * will at 
last return to it, when physic has given them a 
clear proof, by divers experiments, that vold 
bathe are both safe and usetul, They did groat 
injury to their children and @Hgosterity who 
first introduced the alteratidn of this truly 
ancient ceremony of immersion, and were the 
ovcasion of a degenerate, sickly, tender race 
ever since, Instead of prejudicing the health 
of their children, immersion would prevent many 
hereditary diseases, it it were still practised," 
and princes and people are now of the same 
opinion as Sir John Floyer, but they give it 
more practical application than ever he thought 
of, 

Nothing Is said of immersion at the christen. 
ing of Arthur's brother, Honry ; and there was 
nothing remarkable at that (in Scotland) of the 
two sone of James I, who were successively 
Princes of Wales, except that the King behaved 
og vo more decorum than was expected of 
iw,’ 

J Pr— 
AE — 

“In the midst of Life we are in 
Death,” 

Fow men have been better known in Hall. 
lax for many years pust than De, James OQ. 
Humm, On Friday last his friends were 
greatly surprised to loarn that about 8 o'clock 
that morning he had been attacked with pul. 
monary apoplexy, and but a fow minutes 
alter his son, Dr, J, D, Hume, had reached 
the bedside and prepared what medicine his 
futher had directed, he, in the full possession 
of his faculties, and conscious of his sate, 
had departed this life in the 02nd year of his 
uy, 

“Te had beon as well an usual on the pre. 
vious day, and had been engaged in the duties 
of his profession till lute in the evening, ouly 
a fow hours before his death, 

Dr, Hume had lived in this his native olty 
pany all his days, with the exception of the 
tine in which he wus pursuing his professional 
studies in the wother country, For upwards 
of thirty years ho had been in wotive service 
a8 & physician, His father, Dr, Robert 
Hume, lived to a good old age, as one of the 
first practitioners in the city, and resident 
medical officer of H. M, Dockyard, Dr 
James O, Hume was his eldest son, and suc. 
oceded him, after having himself had an ex. 
tensive practice for several yoars previously, 
He was President of the Medical Society of 
Nova Beotls, and had been several years 
President of the Royal Acadian School So. 
clety, in which institution he had taken a deep 
intorest for the past quarter of a century, 

Dr. Hume had been a member of Granville 
Btroot Church almost from its first formation, 
and continued regularly to BI his place there 
up to tho lust Lord's day of his life, Much 
might be said of bis kind and genial nature, 
which caused him to be highly esteemed b 
& vory large oirole of friends, and of his 

tan 
(say in these respects, we should fail to ex. reforonoo to the sous of the Princes of Wales. 

who have precedod our present Boverelg:'y 

be smused The 
with an extract from the socount given of the 

Prince of, 

warm-hearted pioty, which endeared him to 
bir brethren in the church and other ohris- 

communities ; but whatever wo might 

ross what would be due to bis 
lundreds of bis fellow-oltisens will | 

cause to remember 

memory, 
have 

his efforts to alleviate 
sod sufferings in various ways, 

besides those of his professional attendance. 
writer's ploasantest associations with No. 

(such an hour us yo think not the Son of Man 

va Bootla, on his arrival here, wore In & great 
measure socured by such kindness and rin 

AJ 

| 

Wales, son of Henry VII, The Karl of Ox tian friendship, as ho found in De, Hameo and 
his family, 

Hin remuine wore attended to tho Olty| 
Cemetery on Sunduy lust by an immonse oon. | 
course==probably more than a thousandeof 
those who sympathized with the family in! 

ND AMERICAN LITE ficial had waited for him, when the wearied King | their sorrow eminoluding tho Medien) Society 
| nominated the Karl of Derb an Oxford's sub. | 
stitute, sand commanded 
'ahould be no - e delayed, The little prinve 

and members of both houses of the legisluture,’ 
Rov. Dr, Pryor officiated at the funersl, 
Rev, Mr, Grant also attended and purtiols 
pated in the servioes, 

These unexpeoted removals read to all the 
solemn lesson + “ Ho yo nlso rondy, for. ut 

cometh.” 

Had the following highly important meas 
uro beon adopted twenty years since, with 
such modifications ws might have been necos. 
sary to obtain the concurreued®of the Souths 
orn States, and which, had the gropt loading 
politiciuns of the day, who professed to dep. 
recute the existence of Slavery in the Union, 
oarnestly and honestly endeavoured to cary 
out, what rivers of blood, what millions of 
treasures, what misory and desolation, what 
bitter hatreds and unhullowed enmitios might 
bave been saved or avoided, Wo routly 
foar that under present eivoumstanoces fs ime 
mediate effect will bo to exasperate und pros 
long the quarrel. Whatever muy be iw 
present effet, however, in ise! it is right 
and just; 

“The Senate of the United States on Friday 
last, April 8, 1804, adopted the following joint 
resolution, by the decivive vote of THIkTY- 
EIGNT to KIX, 

Be it Resolved, Ly the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of Anigrs | 
lea, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both | 
Houses concurring, that the following article be | 
proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States, as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, whioh, who ra ified by threes 
fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid to all 
intents and purposes as part of the said Constis 
tution, namely 
Ant. XILe Section 1, Neither slavery nor 

involuntary servitudd, except as a punishment 
for erime, whercol' the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist Within the United 
States, or in any place subject to their jurisdic. 
tion, 

Section 3. Congress shall have power to en force this article by -appropriate legislation.” 
“The House will adops the resolution by an equally decisive vote, and the President will be 

forward to give it his signature. It will then 
receive, as we believe, the concurrence of three. 
fourths of the Legislatures of all the States in 
the Union, including what are called the Seoed. 
od States ; and the amendwont will be made 
art of the Constitution, to be recognized and 
salled through all time as one of its Justust and 
grandest provisions,” 

NEWS SUMMARY, 

It would vertainly seem, from all outward 
indications thut wo oun gather from papers 
and telegrams, that the Opuning campaign of 
the two belligerent partion of the North and 
South, must be productive of the most fw. 
portant and de@lsive results, The foroes and 
the proparutions on euch side are on un enor 
mous scale ; and the spirit whieh appears to 
animate ouch, nothing but decisive results cun 
satisly, There appears to huve been some 
hurd fighting in Louisiana on the west of the 
Mississippi, in which the Confederates ure said 
to have gained wn iwportant victory, but 
which wus imwedia‘oly followed by an equal 
success on the part of the Federals, whose 
reinforcements ome up the day aftor the first 
confliot, But, us we have Sun remarked, 
the nocounts are wlways so obscure, and une. 
satisfactory, that we mast wait to know what 
are the real facts, The armies on the Potro. 
mag are still ccoupying thoir winter (quarters, 
the impracticable state of the roads having 
rendered y important movement on eith 
side all but impossible, 

dotices, &r, 
We were glad to learn a woek or two §Tioe that the iost bundle or Central Minutes had been found, vo Stnanad + he vadiinaser at Wallville, He ROIS us tht be has sent thom by moll as directed for which he will please uceopt hn thanks, : 

a 

wv 

Freneh Mision Nourd and Ponation, 
There will bu a meeting of the French Misstonar Board, at Hebron, on Tuesduy, May 8d, at | 

o'clock, and on the following lengts May 108k, there whl be a donation visit ut the Mission Rowe 
Tusket, ve hope that the friends uf the mission 
will large 0 attend, und by thelr presence and aid 
cheer the heart of our missionary, 

Huenuy ANoriy, Secretary, 
Ea ad 

nnapeliv Co. Mindstorial Contorence, 
The next meeting « f the Annapolis Connty Cone 

ference of Baptist Ministers, will he he Dy 
Granville Ferry, on Wodnesduy the 18h of 
nevt, wh o'vlock, A.M. fetching on previous 
evening, A full astondance is desired, 

Neoretary, 104. WaLLAOK, 
Lower Granville, N, §., Api 300A, 1804, 

Rev, Warren L. Parker withos all letter 
10 be directed to * Atadis, Yarmonih* Co." for him 

May |) 

April 27, 1864, 
BPP PET — 

Letters Received, 

8. Morrison, 20th, 87. Rev. W. H, Porter, 
81. J. M Parkes, Exp, 8th, 83800. M, Kine 
nn, 18th, 8&4, and 81st ult, #4, (om ted.) Rev, 
P. F. Murray, 18th, 84, J. F, Masters, Ew, 
10th, $2. Rev. G. I. Miles, 20th, Rev. D. M. 
Welton, 20nd, Rev, Eo. M. Saunders, 21st 
Rev, J. ©. More, 10th, Rev. 1, Angell, 10th, 
=Yun. Rov. 8 B. Kempton, 28rd, “KE. Page, 
21st, $2, 1 sub, 

General Fntelligence, 
Domestio, 

SHAKESPEAREAN CRLENRATION ~Monday 
last boing so. fine, the people of Halifax felt no 
reluctance in accepting the invitation of His 
Worship the Mayor to suspend business, and 
make the occasion a general holiday, The pros 
gramme arranged for the commemoration was 
oarried ous protty fully, Flags wore flying from 

Y [many of the houses in the principal stroets. 
At woven o'clock in the morning, the Volunteer 
Artillery came to the Parade and fired a salute 
of 02 guns, and the bells of St. Paul's Church 
rang a merry peal, 
The provess'on was formed on the Parade at 

10 o'clock, After the Shakespearead banner 
came the orator of the day—Hon, Joseph Howe, 
=supported on vither side by F. W, Passow, 
and Walter Manning, Faqra, Then came the 
Volunteer Artitlery with six field ploces, the 
St. Georges Society, the North British and 
Highland Societivs, the Calvdonia Club and the 
Charitable Trish Society The marshalls wore 
on horseback, "The Halifax Police fores in their 
unitorm showed to good advantage, ‘Three mil 
ite y and Volunteer Bands were in different 
parts of the procession, These, with the crowds 
ol kpoctators, made it quite a stirring pageant 
There were a large number dressed in full 
highland costume. Tho handsome banners of 
the different sovivtios were gaily docked with 
wreaths of flowers. Most of the members, too, 
had floral decorations. The grand cavaleade 
procecded through several-of the stents to Tom: 
perance Hall, 

His Excelloncy M:jor-General Doyle pre. 
sided over the meeting there, Several meme 
bers of the government und Judges were on the 
platform, The Hon, Joseph Howe delivered 
the Oration on the occasion, aftor which IF, W, 
Pamow, Exq., gave some readings from some of 
Shakespeare's plays, The procession then re 
formed and proceeded to the south area of the 
Province building, in the centre of which His 
Excellency the Administrator of the Governs 
ment planted an Oak tree to commemorate the 
ocvasion, 

Woe regret to learn that an accident of a sori. 
ous nature oveurred just before the arrival of the 
rocession at the Province Building, A litle 
y about 0 years of age, named Lucas, was at 

lay on the balustrade of the stairs in the 
Bd building, and full over to the stone 
floor below fracturing his skull. Wo were 
i lormed that the poor listle tellow died in the 
evening. 

The Grand Lake Land Company's property 
was sold at Auction, on Wudnesday last, and 
purchased by B. Wier, Beg, tor £2,500, The 
Shubenacadie Canal property, was ollvred as 
the same time ; but there being no advance on 
the upset price, £11,000, the property was not 
sold, 

The steamer Caledonia, recent]y ran ashore 
near Lalluve, was sold on Monday last, for 
$1150 1 Musas, I" Rows, R. Davis, J, King, 
A. Keith, Jur, and Mr. MeDoan, were the 
purchasers, The cargo sold tor $600, 

It is sald thar St, Luke's Church is to be en. 
larged by a chancel, and to be wade the cathedal 
ol the diocese, 

The R, C. Bishop of Charleston, 8, C., ar rived In the Alpha from Bermuda last woek, 
having previously run the blockade. It appears 
that the cathedral, private residence, and other 
roperty of the R. Catholio church amountin 
n value to near $200,000 have been destroye 
by the bombardment of that city, Not halfea. 
dosen men have beon killed ". the shot or shell 
which bave been thrown into Charleston by the 
Federals. 
The Halifax Free Library it is said will be 

ready for opening noxt week, 
Little fortunes are being made by dealers in 

molasses, It ir rolling at 43 cents per gallon, 
Tur Frowkms axnp Povrrny Snow, as 

Mason Hall during two or thee days last week 
and on Monday lust was patronized by s very 
large number of visitors, A fine colivotion of 
plants, and a great variety of pigeons and fowls 
were brought together for hall ition, In ade 
dition to these Mr. Downs had a beautiful young 
Deer, a Chinese Sheep and her threo Lambs, a 
pair of Skye Forriors, a number of Monkies, a 
soe of Hungarian Squirels and other curios). 
ties, 
One case contained a tamed Raccoon and 

another a ** Happy Family." embracing a large 
Cat, two Rats And two Rabbits, ull good spec 
wens of their classes, and dwelling together in 
purfect harmony, 
Narioxar Semoor, —Mr. Joseph McLaugh 

an, reovntly from Ireland, has succeeded Mer, J. 
R. Willis as Principal of this fnstitution. It ie 
- ™ — yo of Made ad po] eh 
ad 0 of swooess attending Mr. Mo 

an's labors, and that he pasa Fv himself the same ble position as & teacher, and ye. 
spect ln elroles won'by his 


