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“BE FAITHNFUL”

Oven thy pathway, thoogh it may seem dreary,
Are bending Christian messengers of love;

And unseen bands, to aid thee when aweary,
Are oft descending from the realms above,

The path thou tresdest may ofttimes seem lonely,
The burdens thou art Learing grieve thee sore;
But "twill be thus whea thou forgettest only
The One whose footprints marked that path before.

No wounder that thy soul is often sighing

Over a course o murked with faults and fears ;
But dost thou e'er furget how vain thy trying

To blot thy devious fuotsteps with thy tears ?

Be not with errors of the past delaying=—

Leave them to Him whose ransom covers all;
Rise to & worthier present by obeylng

The heavenly volces which apon thoe eall.

Let not thy armour, once so brightly burnished,
Be tarnished with tho stains of earthly dast;
Let not the sword thy glorfous Leader farnished,

Though deeply dented, shuw one spot of rust!

Whenever carthly vapours close around thee,
Climb to the mountuin<tops of fuith and prayer;
The chains shall me't o which thy sins had bound

thee—

Thou, like thy Lord, shalt be transfigured there.

Forgetting self, for others be thy living
Aund, if thy arm be stronger, lend thy ald :

Thy earne:t Lelp be thou not slack in giving,
To lift the burden vn another laid,

What If thy pathway shalt seem long and dreary—
Thy Christian couflict vex and grieve thee sere ;
Was vot thy Master also worn and weary ?
Is not bis trlump thine for evermore ?

To drink the cup he drank may be most painful.
To share in his baptizing hard for thee ;

Ilis words at last make thy sorrows gainful :
“ Welcome ! becanse ye sulfered so with me.”
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For the Christian Messenger,
AN EXCURSION.

By CariL STEINHAMMER,

It may seem presumptuous in me, after the
elegantly written and instructive articles of
Sylvanus Cobb Smith Eeq., urticles bespeak-
ing the deep scientific und literary talent of
their autbor, treativ in such a wasterly way
as they do of the sceucry, geology, mineralogy,
history, mythology, &o of Purrsboro’ and its
vicinity, for me to tread on the same ground,
especially since but a little nosegay is left for
me to gutber, atter the plucking of the mag-
nificent bouquet by our uuthor, But this
sketgh was contemplated long ere the first
article of Sylvanus nppouodg and a mere
trifling noseguy as it way be, it is humbly
officred to my reader,

I, too, have been a frequent loiterer at
Parrsboro’ 1 have paced the green slippery
floor of the * Snag,” in the cool evening air,
alter many an excursion in the vicinity, I
have ruvsacked many times the shores and
clifis of Partridge Island for minerals; s.nd
often, when the sum was goi? down behind
the western extremity of the Cobequid, light-
ing up the long, durk, giant walls of old
Blomidon, with bis slant rays, throwing out

HALIFAX, N. 8

in bold relief its rent-seamed orage, like the
featuros of a veteran lit by a strong sido- |
light, and touchinﬁ warmly the green veil of"
tofhp that here lay spread over its summit
or hung over its cliff edge, or depend d in
folds to its base, dipping into the waters ol
the Strait, have I lain near the brink of the
precipice on the western side of the Island
aod lovked off westward to Cape Split, loom.
ing up black and frowning agaiost the sunset
sky through the veil of sunbeame, and Cape
d’()r on the northern side of the Strait, far
beyond and yet more dimly seen, while in
front aud not far wway the heavy mass of
Cape Eharpe, like a stranded sea-wounster,
threw a dark shade over tho water to the
eastward trom his, uverted front, the sunbeams
streaming athwart ite side, silvering the
waters of West Bay and illuming up the

below me, and I have watched the ves-

sols drifting up and down the strait in the

strong tide, and the fishermen securing their
prizes from the weirs, that lay on the beach
of West Bay, like the bows ol rome warricr
, and 1 huve lain and dreamed until the
lushes paled from the evening sky, and the
cold fogs rolled up from the gay of Funday
over the waters of the strait, and pitched
their snowy tents on Blomidon ; when in the
twilight I have descended the steep grussy
slope of the Island, and, passing the Indian
wigwam fires on its shore, have gone thought.
tulli over the long curving beach to the hotel
in the quiet, old-fashioned little village under
the hill, ‘
I have carried many a basket full of min.
erals up the steep gully in the new Red sand.
stone bank, where one ascends from the beuch
ut Swan creck, off whose noble precipices,
that have often rung with the click of my
hammer, lic in the cove the pioturesque Two
Lslands, and I have collected minerais amon
the hall-like caveros, the arches and ruin

towers of Pionacle Island, the home of the
sea-gull, ‘

An excursion to Blomidon! The strango, |

ominous darkness that came over the land on
the evening of Subbath the 206th of June
last, with the wierd blue of folinge and herbage,
heralded the approach of a storm, that, with
the boom of thuuder down the strait, came
on early on the morrow, threatening to make
the trip cut of the question for that day at
least ; but ere ten o'clock the last thunder.
peal had died away far off in tho Kast and
the rain had ccased, though a thick fog hung
over the Basin, 1 was auxious not to posts
pone the excursion, and the “ Captain ™ us-
suring me that the storm was over, we set
sail from the * snag,” in a little pink stern,
taking with us & boy to mind the boat on the
Blowidon shore. We steered southward di.
rectly across the strait, and were soon shut in
by the fog. Two hours or more passed, und
we desciied the coliffs of Blomidon coast loom-
ing up through the fog, and we found that
we had drifted down the strait to within less
than & wile from Cape Split, narrowly es-
eaping being swept by the current into the
“rips " off the Cape, where the water breuks
over a long line of submerged reels stretching
out into the channel,

Here we lauded on a beach strewn with
great masses of trap, hoary with barnacles
and streaming with seawoeds, under a mag-
pificent vertical cliff, three hundred feet high,
and I set off toward the * Split,” with a bask.
et of paper on my arm and hammer and
chisel in band in search of minerals,

Time was in the history of Nova Scotia
when there were no North Mountain, when
the Bay of Funday washed the nothern slope
ot the South mountains and the Basin of
Mioas formed the head of the Bay, The
shores of Minas strait were then on the north
very mnearly whut they are at present ; but
Cupes d'Or'and Sharpe as well as Partridge
[slund und the Two and Five Islands did ot
exist, neither had Isle Haute lifted its lone
head above the waves of the Bay. On the
south the shore ran along the range ot hills,
the continwation of the South mountains from
Keantville by Wollfville and the Horton moun-
tains, In faot there wus no strait at all
The Dasin opened widely into the Bay,
Cobequid bay was much wider than at prosent
and ran inland beyond Truro,

Oune of the Acadian provinces, Prince Ed.
ward Island, was then wantiug, The now
tertile Gields of Cornwallis and u great part of
the Annapolis Valley were under water and
the whole range of wmountains from Blomidon
to Brisr lsland was not in existence, The
rest of Nova Scotia bad very wearlythe same
outline as ut present, This™was long, lon
betore the time of man, thousands, aye a
probably millions of yeurs ago,

Within the bay thick Beds of red sand were
being deposited, the strata of the New Red
Sandstone of geologists, and similar beds
were at the same time wocumulating off the
northern coast of Nova Scotia in the Gulf of
8t. Lawrence, over the area now occupled
by the Islund of Prince Kdward.

Subwuarivewolcanie action began along the
line of the prescnt north mountains and iw-
mense quantities of melted matter Wwere
thrown up trom beneath and overspread the
New Sandstone deposits either in liquid
molten lava-streams, or volcanio ash. - The
ancioot lava is called trap. The volcaniv dis
turbance went on for a long time uutil these
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beds had attained a great thickness, Similar'
cruptions took place at the same time at the!
Two, Five, and Partridge I[slends, Ca
Sharpe and d'Or-and at the Isle Hauto,

The land was then elevated so as to brin
all these beds from beneath the water, as the
red sand.-stone-beds had a slight dip to the
northward along the coast, the beds of volea. |
nio matter had a like dip towards and under
the bay. The trap-beds were quite thin in.
land ; but they increased in thickness towards
the Bay. Running water begun its work on |
the Southern edge of the trap deposit along
the line of the valley, and with the assistance |
of the sea, which afterwards flowed through
it, excavated that depression. To the north
the waves beating along the whole Bay Coast
for centuries, of which nothing is lelt us on
the Nova Scotian record, but whose eventful
history is elsewhere written on the Stone{
Book, wore away the trap to the nothward,
until now we have only & narrow strip lelt,
the North mountains trom Blomidon to Bri.
ar Island, At the time of the elevation of
the New Red Sandstone beds from the sea,
the Basin ot Minas as well as a large portion
of the Bay of Funday was oceupied by tifem ;
but they have since been removed, onl

ortions being left fringing the shore, Prince
gllwud Island made its appearance at the
time of the rising of the land, Such is,
briefly, the geological history of the North
mountuins and ot Blomidon,

_ At Blomidon, the Eastern-most extremity
of the North mountdine, the range of hills
bends round abruptly and ruas off to the N.
W. ending in Cupe Split. Bend your fore
finger, the knuckles will represent Cape Blo-
midon, the tip of the finger, Cupe Split, and
the cucve inside Scott's bay. The spur run.

ning off to Cape Split probably warks the
course of one of the ancient luva-streams, as
Dawson has remarked,

Blomidon is the finest promontory in Aca-
dia. Its long range of cliffs is compared
in beauty and grandeur with the famed pali-
sades of the Hudson,

At the Cape, the wountain is scen to be
com of very thick beds of New Red
Sandstone which are exposed in frequent,
lolty, vertical precipices of warm red tint,
that contrasts finely with the shrubbery and
trees, that clothe the steep slope, Above,
the trap-beds capping tho summit form a row
of black, shattered, wall-like blaffs, that, on
going westward, come neurer and nvearer the
bage of the mountain as the beds become thick.

. |er, until they present one wagnificent verti.

dal cliff, insome pluces three hun lred teet high,
At CapeSplitthe actionol the waves, the frost,
and other destroying agencies, to whose ao.
tion the whole Biowidon coast owes its pre-
sent grand appearance, have out chasms across
the Capo trom top to bottom, leaving several
picturesque isolated tower-like wasses, the
seriss being extended by a line of curieus
necdles and a submarine reef,

Cape Blomidon over its outline as seen from
Horton or Puarrsboro to the perpendicalar
face of the trup bed above, and the slope
formed by the falling of tbe dedris theretrom
over the sundstones below in a steep slope, |
make the outline of the promontory like
that of the ogee moulding in w: chiteoture,
The trap of Blomidon varies from the solid
basalt which forms sometimes rude prismatic
pillars, like those of Staffa and the Giant's
causeway, to a rock full of almound-shaped
cavities, ocoupied by various orystalized
minerals, (Zeolitrs) nud called Amygdaloid,
from the Greck words Amygdalea, un wlwond
and edios, form, while in otuer parts it is but
a solid fied volcaniv ash,

The trap is traversed by veins of beautiful.
ly orystallized winerals, and Blomidon is far
famed for them, Nor are these minerals con-
fined to Blomidon; but they occur more or
less abundautly in all the trap regions of the
province,

The most beautiful is the purple amerhyst,
a crystal of which from this locality, it is
soid, found its way into Louis Philippe's
orown. It ocours most freqiently lining cuv.
ities in the amygdaloid or trap, and lormin
very elegant specimens, Crystallised Quarts, |
or the rock crystal, differs from the awethyst |
only in wanting its color, Very pretty speci.
mens mu{’ be gathered lying about on the
beach at Blomidon.

Stilbite is a very beautiful and showy min.
eral, with a high lustre, whence its name jrom
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the Greek, ocouring most frequently in eles
gant sheablike groups of erystuls ot a pure

pes snowy white or durk brown, or,as at Partrid

[sland and Swan Creek, of a rich honey yel.

g low.

Analeime is found in corystals, clear and
colorless, or of a delicate coral-red, likc gems
ready tor sotting,

More beautiful is the mineral Henlandite,
that looks like orystals ot pearl.

Needle stone (Natrolite) shoots out into
tafts of long needleike prisms, slender as
hairs sometimes, and almost to be puffed
away by the breath,

Apophyllite corystallizes in modified cubes,
often ol u rioh apple-green tint, and is a very
ahow{. as woll as somewhat rare mineral,
But I must not weary my readers by an ex.
tended catalogue, for there are many more
species that I could mention,

I bad strolled down the shore, in my search
for specimens, about-a mile, till I came to &
place where the water washed the base of the
eliffs, and I could advance no turther. This
was less than half a mile from the ** Splis.”
[ exumined the shore and the heaps of dééris
fallen from the face of the previpice at several

Y | poiuts, but found little, though I loaded my-

selt with some heavy pinses ol agate, which
[ carried back and deposited in the boat, I
then started off up the shore to the eastward,
leaving the captain and the boy to bring the
boat alter me, when she should flat, for the
tide had gone out and left her high and dry,
For a long distance there were no cliffs, and
the mounta’n.side was tovered denscly by
shrubbery and trees, and, exoept an occasions
al driftsspecimen on the beach, I found nothe
ing. At about five wiles east of the point
where our boat lay, a splendid range of oliffs
begins, and there are some large vuins in the
trap sffording Apophyllite, Henlandste Stil
bite, Analcime, &o.,und on these 1 began an
onslaught with hammer and chisel. From a
vein, accessible at the foot of the oliff, I se-
cured some very handsome speciwens ; but
not without incurring some danger.

The whole face ot the cliff was shattered
by the wotion of the frost, and I could see b
the fresh fragments that lay strewn around,
that masses had fallen since the last tide,
while, away up the precipice, two or three
hundred feet, loose pieces were hanging ready
to fall, Al along the Blomidon coast the
great masses of broken rock that lie against
the base of the cliffs show where the lund.
slips have occurred. Sometimes, particular
ly in tho spring, when the frost is coming
out, hundreds and thousands ot tons fall to.
gether in one terrible avalanche, shaking the
mountain, the orash reverberating along the
shore like heavy thunder., By the blows of
my hawmer while~working, loose pieces be.
came detached, und once or twice 1 narrowl
escaped being struck ; but I was too mue
iuterested in securing the rich prizes thas
gleamed in many a cavity in the vein beloro
we, to think much of my danger,

When the boat came up,  the drift slabs
lying near were covered with a spleadid los
of specimens, and [ was in the height of m
excitement, * Carl,” said the captain, “
fear that the weather is going to be dirty,
L do not want to hurry you, but we ought to
start lor home soon.” 'lzho day, thovgh mur.
ky, bad cleared up somewhat, and L saw no.
prospect of a storm, so I hammered on, the
captain giving®me good assistance, and my.
heap of treasures became larger aud larger,

ping my specimens carefully in pupor, I de.
posited thew in the boat, and very reluctant.
ly, for it was early in the atternoon ; and

wished to extend my explorations farther up
the shore, we gave our sail to a fine west

over the water towards Parrsboro’; but
ly had we lelt the shadow of old Blowidon,
when slowly the wind veered round to the

to rain. The tide setting up \ho strait, was
in our favor, but we were obli

tion to that in which the tide wus ranniag,
8000 raised o heavy sea, Ou the curront we
slowly drilted up the strait opposite Parre.
boro', while on one tack we had approiched
it withio & mile and o half, when the tide
turned, and the wind inoreasing in violence,

threatened to capeize us. We ware obliged

v el SRR - o canhe k b

But the captain grew impatient, and, wrap.

wind, and, tide favoring us, we went ngidl -
ard«

north-cast, right in onr teeth, and:it camo on.

to tack and,
our progress was slow. The wind increased.

g | to a gule, and blowing in an.opposite direc.
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