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“Wot glothful in business : fervent in Spirit” 
——— a —— 

JwiEs ll HALIFAX, No.8, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 0, 1864, {vb 5s, 
" { spl) | the period of the age of silver, as the asrure corruption, or vetlomens animale sre 4 ara even to the very moment when 

oe ry. us, thut men attained to a long and happy | following an inundation so dreadful, which | Moses, called from on high to the holiest of 
«wwwwws (0M age, It we believe the poet Hesiod, who 

at & hundred yoars of age was yot young, 
A SONNET. * {during the centuries which formed the age of 

silver, 
“ WOR 6 breath of Faith I" Broad-chest-| And in the thing itself, what is there so 

el ath, J surprising in the generally-admitted opinion ? 
First but a babe just strong enough to wee 

That it can do ed pn fall to Soop, Aro not all the inductions in ita favour? 
"Rad wake, again in sighs to spend its neath, Whether we set out from the biblical point 
Next it doth learn to utter childish sounds, of view, or place ourselves on the ground of 

With imitative tongue and lisping voice, | reason, the belief in the longevity of the first 
Speaking the accents of another's choice, |men has in its favour mere probabilities than 

Nor venturing speech beyond tuition’s bounds. the coutrary belief. We shall not have much 

Then, youthmore ardent and much bolder grown difficulty to convince ourselves of it, in view 
Elects its when and were, nor will be taught, | _¢ : ’ 
‘But that it finds loud words oft go lor of tho following reflections, 

bad left dédris of the dead ; all those, and | ministries, came to incffuccably engrave and 
other causos, doubtless, would work in con. |to perpetunte to the end of time the t 
cert, and end in considerably reducing the | remembrances of the creation, and the weigh. 
bounds of human life, Perchance, in the |ty instructions of primitive times, 
origin of the world, man lived only upon| What Importance, then, in this point of 
vegetables and fruits, and these sufficed to| view, does not the question of the longevity 
repair the powers of the constitution in all [of the first men acquire! And how painful 
the vigour of a continually renewed youth. |is that mocking infidelity which, without a 
But perceiving his powers weakened by slow | reason, is pleased to deny or to turn into ridi 
degrees, he found the need of modifying his | cule -averred facts, solely because it cannot 
alimentary regimen, and adding to Joey receive them within the narrow bounds of its 
which had almost wholly composed his first | limited capacity ! 
sustenance, the food of unimaly,. Although | But the providential argument which we 
man was organised to be carnivorous, ye have just presented can be seen in still ano. 
nothing is opposed to tho admitted fact, that | ther point of view, The earth, 

ted 
repared for 

) naught. Man, as he went forth from the hands of | he did employ, from the beginning, the theabodeof man, was to be poopled as promptly 
Yet, healthy lungs gain strength with every | his Oreator, possessed a sinless soul, and a | privilege, and that in providentinl designs he | as possible in its principal pos Otherwise, 

tone, healthy body : he bad no physical iufirmity, | abstained from the flesh of animals, until it |it was exposed to be covered with forests, to bo 
Till in its stalwart manhood, bold and wise, no moral stain, The most perfect organs |hed become indispensable in sustaining his | covered with forests to be filled with wild 
Faith Age forth love, and prayers respon | were in the service of a pure soul, which no |enfeebled life, t the evil was done, and | beasts, its land to be changed into heaths and 

sive rise. passion had yet agitated, Bin comes, broak- 
= ling the union of wan with God ; it shatters 

al#to the union of man with nature, and over- 
throws the perfeot equilibrium which existed 
between the faculties of the soul and the fore 
ces of the body, Passion once awakened, 
the nervous system is shaken, the blood is 
heated, disease is produced, and step by step 
it brings death, Bat this work of destrue- 
tion was not wrought in a moment, [It ad- 
vanced slow! steadily, It graduall 

tho wisest no longer sufficed to guarantee the 
most robust of men from the attacks of an 
even premature death, 
Add to the reasons which we have just 

given for the longevity of the first men, an 
argument which we wmoay call providential. 
This longevity was neccssary to preserve an- 
cient traditions pure. Were any of the na-| to people the surfuce of the earth, And how 
tural reasons wanting which we have given, could this end be more properly attained, 
that which we are about to develop would | than by giving a length to human life which 
suffice, it soems to us, to resolve the difficulty |should permis gro and extension to each 
of the problem. At an epoch when the family until it should become a tribe? And, 
scarcely-formed primitive language only began | sdwitting that the physical causes above ine 
to attempt speech, when no trace of litera | dicated were not suflicient to prolong the 
ture yet existed, when industry and art in a | existence of the first men, how can it be de. 
state of infancy did not permit the construc- | nied that the Creator in his wisdom and pow. 
tion of monuments destined to perpetuate the | er could lind means to supply them? But 
remembrance of deeds, when the almost ex« | thut which was a blessing for the sixteen cen 

morusscs, and even the atmosphere which 
surrounded it was exposed to change. To 
avoid nll these evils, for whose disappearance 
many centuries could roarcely have sufficed, » 
rapid propagation of the human species was 
necessary, and not less indispensable was it 
that men increasing should come by degrees 

~ Aeligions, 
The longevity of the first men, 

A phenomenon which does not fail to ar 
rest, at times, the observant student of the 
Holy Soriptures in the reading of the first 
pages of Genesis, is the long duration of the 
il 

i 
e of the first men, How astonishing and | undermined hat powerful constitution wh 

mysterious these cxistences, which prolong |the Creator had made to last for ever, Adam, 
themselves very far beyond the bounds of lile|in continued innoceney, would never have 
to-day assigned to mortals; these careers died. It is the teaching of Scripture. 1f, 
which perpetuato theselves during seven or|in God's design, he was not to remain always 
eight generations, and which permit aon the earth, he would have been transferred, 
wan to see himself reproduced in his remote | at the termination of a period which it would 
obildren's children ; these venerable patris|be hasardous to determine, into a better |olusively pastoral or nomadic Nite of the first |turies which prec:de the deluge, would have 
archs, who, during very near a thousand |abode, but without any necessity of passing | tribes was incompatible with a high degree | become on evil for those that followed it, 
ears, have assisted in the pageant of all that | through the terrible ordea! of death, But |of intellectual culture, of what impertunce |The longevity necessary to people the world, 

passed since the beginning of the world, | now, in destroying a constitution so vigorous, | was memory as almost the ouly means of re. | would have become a rcourge, had it remained 
and who are themselves the living history of | in reducing to dust a body so strongly orga. |taining the recollections of the first ages ! alter the world was peopled. Accordingly, 
an entire epoch ! vised as was that of the man, how many | The patriarch of the family supplied in him. [at this epoch, God pronounced that (he days 
To disembarrass himself of a fact which | years, how many centuries oven, might not [self the absence of books and of institutions, |of man should be no more than 120 years ; 

to him seemed incredible, Varro, cited b and was to it solely the science and the lite. [and the wuthor of the ninetieth psalm com- Y | pass away! It would be astonishing that an 
Lactance (De origine ervoris, L. 11., cap. 14) | organisation so magnificent, as from ture | rature of tho age. His mission was to guard | plains that already in his time the limit of 

aod carefully all moral and religious revelations, | human life did not exceed seventy years, and thought of reducing the biblical years to from reason we may suppose was Adam's : 
simple months, supporting bimeelt by the cuss |ghould have fallen at the first shock. It |all social traditions, all’ the remembrance of | the most vigorous did not live beyond four 

history, all the gilts of language. His was | score, toms of the Kgyptians, who wmoasured the |would be inconceivable that the direot, imme- 
duration of time, not by the revolutions ol | diate work of the creative power, should have 
the earth around the sun, but by those of the | yielded to the first attacks of disease ; and 
moon around the earth, According to this | that Adam, a sinner, and his first descendants, 
calculation, a lite of eight or nine hundred | sinners with him, should not have lived & 
years, is {ound reduced 10 ode of eighty or|longer time than sinful men in our days 
ninety years. But this computation is evi- |The oak of the forest does not fall under the 
dently {nadmissible, It is, Hirst, contradicted | first blow. The roots which sustain and 
by the biblical chronology itself. How oan strengthen it, aud which are to spread the 
we doubt that with the Hebrews the year sap in all its branches, endure a longer time 
was composed of iwelve months, of thirty [theo ita leaves and its fruity, The plant is 
days each, when we find Moses, in the bistory | pierced at its root by the gnawing worm, but 
of the deluge, giving to us the detail of the |it preserves suflicient of lile to support itsel! 
wonths and days during which this dewtrdo- {und to remain, The poison of sin had in- 
tive scourge contiuued? And then, it is|sinuted itself into men's physical and moral 
overthrown by the difficulties it ercates, and | being, But there must be a considerable 
the lmpossibilities it accumulates, If the|lapse of time ere it shall cuter into all their 
yours, according to Moses, instead of being | parts, corrode all their organs, penetrate to 
composed of twelve mouths, number only thir | the seat of lite, and consummate the final 
ty days, Beth begat his first son at the age of tion of the soul snd the body, Awd 
eight years, Enos at the age of seven years, |this lapse is found in the seven, eight, and 
aud the longest of the patriarchal lives, that|nine centuries which history hus assigned as » 
of Methuselah, does nat reach be ninety | limit to the life of the first men, 
years, Who can believe this 1 then, to| These long lives continue until the deluge. 
rid ourselves of perplexity, we complicate | From this epoch the duration of human life 
the difficulty thut we wish to remove, In|sensibly diminishes, Because, on the one 
short, if we incline to the opinion of Varro, |hend, human corruption had made smasing 
all the chronology of Moses is overthrown, progres and | ul ravages, us is seen in 
and the period which lapsed from the creation | reading of the fourth, filth, sod sixth ehap- 
to the deluge has no longer any settled wea- 
sure which we can make to accord with his 
tory ; the foundations of historic certitude are 
subverted. | 

Let us cling, then to the commonly-admit. 
ted interpretation ; let us not depart at all from 
the orthodox belief; and let us admit, in all 
its extent, the longevity of the patriarchs ss 

the entire trust of general instruction. The 
longer he lived, the longer were the treas 
ares of future genorations, concentrated in his 
person, preserved intact and pure. But, on 
the contrary, the more generations multipled, 
the more did the archives of humanity, whose 
keeping had been confided to him, run the 
risk of being altered and lost. But admit. 
ting that sin did not produce in the lives of 
the antediluvinns the same results as in those 
of the men who have succeeded them, —the 
moderate period of whose lives being at the 
number which Moses lndicates,—then Divine 
Providence has provided the most excellent 
weuns of assuring the perpetoity of the pri. 
mitive relations given by: God 10 the first 
father of the human rece, 
We will judge by an cesily-established cal 

Thus Boripture, tradition, the pature of 
things, reason, and providence, all unite in 
convioding us that there is nothing fabulops 
in those antediluvian existences whose genes. 
logy Moses has proscrved, and that their oo 
siderable length hus nothing in it which should 
astonish men who believe in the inspired Word, 
and who make a legitimate use of reflection. 
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Drax Avrord on Tix Avruonisenp Version 
or Tug Bie, —~The fest number of * The 
Sunday Magazine,” a new periodical edited 
by the well known Dr, Guthrie, contains sn 
article by the Dean of Canterbury, in which 
the Autluisd Version of the Seriptures is 

culation. Adam, who lived 980 years, died discussed. Dean Alford, reminding his eae 
ouly 120 years before Noah's birth, and might | ders that of the 600 snd more of the . 
live fifvy-six yours with the father of this pa. [scripts of the Gospels from which the text 
triareh. Nosh bimeolt, whore eareor was | was printed, * no two are in all points slike, 
050 years, loft the world only seventy-six | probably in no two of the more ancient sn 
years belore Abreham’s birth § and between [even a lew consecutive verses be found jn 
the death of Abraham and the birth of Moses | which all the words agree.” and sddiog thas 
not more than 260 yours passed away. Then [some of the diflerences are very important, 
between Adam, the bond of the human race, |" even to the omission in some copies and in. 
is first patriarch and het, and Moses, | sertion in others of Jotsagee of considerable 
the first of the inspired writers, there were | length,” remarks still further that in the most 
from three to four generations only. Bo that, 
even admitting the hypothesis of those who 
think that Moses, after ancient documents 
preserved by oral tradition, or by the means 
of w , has committed to writing the his 
tory of the creation, of the first man, the de 
luge, the tower of Babel, and the dis 

tors of Geoesls ; nud because, on the other 
band, our globe, without doubt singular 
modified by the terrible cutastrophe wh 
had submerged it, was no longer as favoursble 
us before to the preservation of human life 
we oan very reasonably suppose that, after 
this, many causes concurred to abridge the 
existence of men, While belore, pure air, 

sucient documents, the forms of the sacred 
text become more widely divergent. He says : 
~=Nay, » remurkable phenomenon Is forcing 
itselt on the minds of those who have been 
widely converssnt with these oldest authori 
thes, viz, that the further back we LW the 
ue ow, a us mere outward form \ 

it is ted b |» cloudless 0, & frugsl life, healthy | ot the people, what confidence shoutd not in- | the wordings o same passages whic 

Is this posit we have tradition, first, to | food, and simple ‘contributed | spire doouments which might so easily reach |varrated by the Gospels ju ow wou, and 

confirms us. All the historians and ancient | to maintain and to forsil iple of life, | im without falsification ! And bow can it |the wore divergent in the differnt primitive 

ts agree in their representations of these | that seme life was now assailed nod en-| be doubted that under the Divine inspiration, 

nd pesceab tesbled by the action of the most formidable which enlightened his thought, direoted his » 

a wi pamig ANAL ied Lg or fiom r agents, | in some manner, to make Judgment, end guided “his pen, he has made | pose of the article is, to urge gain o 

tiguing labours, screened from those "| is Thus the seoumulation of burn«| the best. use of those waterirls placed at his | pur present version of the New tL. 

manusoripts, become the were words of the 
sacred text throughout.” The prasticsl pur 

discuses which consti | ing sands as in the Groat Buhars ; the forma. | disposal by the families of the patriarch? Alter mying that our Koglish version * a. 

a which bring er wine pre- pe immense morse a many @aritimo | The father of Nosh had without doubt seen | bounds with errors and ipadequate readerings,” 

‘oocious old Chatdeans, Phesniolans, | costs ; the sudden slteruetions of cold : be (Desa Alford) continues—* In this 
pisos, Greeks, are unanimous ou this | best ; excess of humidity, of snow and of could see the futher of Abraham, sud could | ter lot me speak plainly, spd say, that 

“polut; and it was not only during'the con. | in certain counteics, snd of drought sod transit to him revelstions which from that church of Christ in this land hes not 
t.ousoce of the golden age, but sho during | in others; ivfections, missus, origloating 

sud conversed with Adam ; Noah, in his turn, 

is
t 

&
 

time were faithfully kept in the family of the 'fuithfully by her members. A formidable 


