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» ter would gledly have accepied the noble ri-

~ would also have the effect. of giving'xo the
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fire within the statue.‘ so that the children’ by the —l;iééhy{eriana to give an air of specious-

were consumed by the heat in the very arms
ot the idol. Moses distinctly forbade the
cruel practice of saerificing children to this
heathen god. (Leyv. 18: 215 20: 2, b
It is probable that in Kgypt some of the He-
brews had fallen in‘o this idolutrous and in.
haman practice, But it scems ghat the 'pro-
hibition of the great law-giver was disrcgard-
ed, even in his own lifc-time, while the Is-
raclites were passing through the wilderness.
(Ps. 106: 87, 38; Amos 5: 25, 2

20, 2
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'mess to their assumptions, when they say that
the other religious bodies may freely join them
'in an equal participation of the benefits of

) Dalhdusic : us if it would not be far more

honorable for the former to build and main-
tain a college for themselyes than to force
' themselves into a position which virtually im-
'poses on the other denominations the burden
of supporting their own lnstitutions, and part.
'ly that of the Presbyterians also: or, as it it

6 : Acts| would not be far more reasonable for them to

7:42, 43) Atterwards Solomon built a provide the means of Collegiate training for
high place for this monstrous idol. (1 Ks. | themselves, than for the other bodies to leave

14:7.) Abuzaod Manassah appear to have |

encouraged these horrid rites. (2 Rings 106:|
3; 2 Chion. 33: 6.) Josiah defiled thc‘
place where these abominable sacrifices had
been practised, by spreading over it human
boues, and other corruptions, (2 Kings 29 :
10—14. The expression, ** Causing children |
to pass through the fire,” though it wight
seem to dendte some fiery ordeal, not neces.
sarily fatal, yet appears, on examination, {0
vefer to these sacrifizes, in which the child-
ren were consumed. (Compare Kaek. 16:
20, with Ps. 106: 38; Jenn7: 3; 19: J))
—W. § R.

The Possessive apteR ‘ox.'—The possessive
form may beé used aftgr “of,’ when the person
is suppose to have, or to have executed seve-
ral of the things named : ag, * That is a pie-
ture of Sir Joshua’s (pictures)’, * Read a son-
net of Milton's (souncts).’ Some regard
these forms as pleonastic ; but they are really
elliptical. They are never used but when the
sense of the first noun admits 6f a partative
usage ; i. e, when it is adwissible that the
person may have more than one. We can
say, I met a friend of yowrs'; but not * a
wife of yours'. * Hand Book of the English
Tongue,” page 209 : by J. Angus, M. 4., D.
D., 1862, -

For the Christian Mc'ngcr.

EDUCATION AND PRESBYTERIAN
ANSCENDENCY.

Mr. EpnrroRr,—

The proposition that mind and not muscle
rules the world, is too self-evident 1o require
demonstration. [f it were not so, Tom Say-
ers instcal of Lord Palmerston might be the
Premier of England. As a corollary from
this, it follows that in any country preemi.
nence must belong to those who excreise a
controlling influcuce in the education of its
people.

The attitude which the Presbyterians of
Nova Scotia have assumed in its Kducational
affairs, shows that they do not_seruple to ap-
ply the above reasoning to the advautage of
their own denomination, It they were nu.
merically equal to the other persuasions com-
bined, or it their intellectual endowments
were such as to render it proper for the oth.

ers to sit as pupils at their feet, the case
would be different. But as they numbe:
only a fraction over oge filth of the Pop- |
ulation of the province, and as the other
bodies fuil to discover that knowledge weust
flow to them througn Presbyterian chaunels,
they cannot but object to the systematic ef-
forts which arc being wade for Presbyterian:
ascendency through an educational schewe
which cluims for its support an unequal and
unjust appropriation of public money. Had
they confined their educational efforts more
particulurly to their own body, as the other
deonominations are respectively doing, the lut-

valry of turnishing to the provinece and to the
world the largest number ot educated ween,

But when they disturb the question of de-
sominationa] Colleges which was settled in
the province more than tweuty years ago, and
which was as fair to them us to others, and
put themselves in possesion of revenues which
belong to others as well as to themselves :
wheu they appropriate to themselves a build-
iug whose walls were finished and whose top-
stone was put on with the money of the pro-
vioee, and which, if they can succeed in hav-
ing it called a Provincial University, must
give to all the other Colleges a swbordinate
relation to it ;— then surely the other deuomi-
nations ought to remonstrate.

N) ouve can fail to see that the establish-
ment by statute of Dalbousie into a Provincial
University, while in reality it should remain
a' Preshyierian College, would operate to the
disadvantage of the other Colleges beyond
the fact of their receiving merely a tractional

provineial support as eom withit, It

d conferred by the other Lostitutions ap
uﬂ‘ erior peputation abroad, although as cow-

their colleges to rot jor the purpose of join-
ing in an lLostitution in which, after all, so far
a8 influcnce in its management might be con-
cerned, they would fill the place of mere
cipbers, Nor do I. think it worth while to
inquire whether the Legislature bas power to
divert the funds of Dalhousie, in whole or in
part from that Institution, for such right is
unqueslionably recognized und implied in their
coactments bitherto concerning it. My ol-
ject is rather to show that the Presbyterinne
ure aiming at the control ol the province jtsel!,
through the  control of its Kducational
[nstitutions. They well kvew at the first
tbat the other denominations would ot

{abandon their own celleges ‘for the purpose

of uniting with them in the Dalhousie +heme,
[udeed the proposition to revive Dalhousie
was not made in the first, place to all the
religious bodies, but to the Presbyterians
alone, It came from the leader of the late
govervwent, himeell a - Presbyterinn, and was
fi st Jaid belore them in their Synod capaeity
at New Glusgow, - Before the other persua.
sions were invited to consider the teasibility

of joining the Presbyterians in an Education

al partnership, a Presbyterian had proposed
to the latter a plan which would have the ef-
feot of rendering the others, willing or unwill.
ing, in w certain sense their inferiors and de.
pendents.

The Presbyterian complexion and bias of
Dalhousie appear moreover in its Governors,
who, previous to the late additions to ' their
number were all Presbyterians, and who, not-
withstanding these additions, still have a wa.

joriry of Presbyterians over those of all the

other bodies combined. Aund with such wa-.

jority coupled witlf the fact of a strong Pres.

byterian influence in both branches of the
provincial legislature, to which might be add.
ed the appropriating proclivities of any de-
nomination in possession of power, it should
not create surprise if they seek to render the
Dalhousie nest still more comfortable with
the living of large and repeated legislative
grants,

It from a consideration of Dalhousie, we
turn to the Norwal School, we discover in it

arother lpstitution which the Presbyterians

are manifestly disposed ‘o make a stepping
stone to power. This School was founded by
Presbyterians, It has a Presbyterian head,
is under Presbyterian coutrol, and is privei-
pully atténded by Presbytcrian pupils, True,
us they say to the other denominations cous
cerning Dalhousie, =0 wmwany they say in re.
gard to this :—it is open to all, and all are
vited to come and share it bendfits, As il
the other bodies wou!d or could leave their
excellent Academies—where their young men
can both learn the Sciences and how to teach
them to others—for the sake,of patronizing a
school whese claims to be considered even
their equal might not uureasonably be ques-
tioued. .

The Report of the Superintendent of
Education for 1862, which appeared nearly
simultaneously with the Dalhousie Biil, shows
couclusively that that Gentleman would be
quite willing to bevelit the Presbyterians
through that losiitution, und thus exposes
him to the suspicion that h: would do the
same through the Iustitution over which he
presides, Speaking of Dalhousie College,
Dr. Forrester says,

* We cannot refain from noticing the high
gratification we have expericuced from the
scheme projeeted last summer, and which we
carnestly hope to behold speelily consummat.
ed, a scheme which, though it were but par-
tially carried out, promises to be far wore in
accordance with the original charter as em-
bodied in the deed of lucorporation than an
yet propounded, We trust that that scheme
will meet with no untoward opposition, and
that a commencement will be made on such a
broad, Catholic basis as will not fail to ele-
vate Dalaousie College to the diguified po-
sition of a * boua fide’ Provincial University,”

Again, lamenting his lack of power over
the diffarent School Boards of the province
hq raye,

¢ This anomalous and absurd state of thi

can only be obviated by the appointment of a
Council of Public m’foo. of which

P‘"‘d by the so-called University they might
indicate an equal or even superior standing
in scholarship snd finished meutal traiving,

Council, the Superintendent of Kducation
ought to be a counstituent member and act in
the capacity of Sceretary. On this Board

I stop uot to expose the sophism d Lo

ought to devolve the whole of
the Educational interests of the Province, from

-
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the Common School up to the University ; to
posscss.and direct the Endowment of Dalhous
sie College, and to expend all the money
thit has been or may be grented in support
of the Provincial University, or of the Normal
and Model Schools ; to make or alter, irom
time to time, with the confent of the Goy.
ernor in Council, any statuteés, rules and regu.
lations, which may be deemed necessary for
the government snd diseipline of the Uni.
versity and Grammar and Common Schools
throughout the Province.”

Surely if Dr. Forrester may be taken as a
fair type ot Presbyterians, then, judging frcm
the drift of the above extracts, we can uot
fuil to discover what is the ohjeot they aure
aiming at in the province, Not only does he
propose to put the whole education of the
proviuce from the Commeon School up to the
(Presbyterian) University, uunder the control
of & * Council of Publie lustruction,” but bhe
also proposcs that himselt shall be the Secre.
tary of that Council, in other words, its lead.
ing spirit,

- Now what price, it might be wdll to in-
quire, is the province paying for the Kduca-
tion that chiefly benelits the Presbyterians ?
Taking the figures as given by Dr. Forrester,
it appears that the Normal School Establish-

| ment at Truro is costing 84,079 per atpum,

which is about what is granted for the entire
support of Collegiate education in the Pro-
vince. Then there are two Presvyteriav

Academies, the Pictou, and Free Church at
Halilax, which are each receiving yearly from
the provincial treasury $1000, And if to
these we add 83,600, the anvual income of
Da'housie, it will be seen how enormously
large is the financial aid which the Presby-.
terians are posscssing themselves of, as com-
pared with that reecived by the other dexo-
winations,

In view of the whole, I coneeive the duty
of the Baptists to be mainly twofeld :—

1. To petition the Legislature for redress
~t0 elect none to represcut them in the As-
sembly who will not give them their rights.
Political and partisan squabbles should ccr-
tainly be regurded ol less moment than
righteous legislative ennctment for the equdl
educational benefit of all, Surely seveuty
theusand Baptists should have some.voice in
Nova Scotia. There is no just 1euson why
they should bave oniy 81000 for the support
of education from the provinee, while the
Catholics receive 82000, and the Presby-
terians 86000,  Let the Baptists then resolve
to stick only to those legislutors who stick to
what is just and right.

2. To rally with renewed zeal and affection
around their own College—to raise its Ko
dowment Fuund. at onve to XL20.000,—to
make it the best College in these Lower
provinces—to be united in cfforts on its be-
half, and above all, to make it an object ol
unceasing and believing prayer. Then will
they show that they too understand as well as
the Presbyteriaus, though in a more straight.
forward way aud for a better purpose, that
“ knowledge is power,”

Isorimos,

Christan Ftlessenger.

HALIFAX, FEBRUARY 17, 1864.

PREAOHERS AND PREACHING.

Tur established order of Christ's King-
dom, is, that its extension is secured siwply
by the communication of truth, Whilst the
highest order of talent, the most cultivated
intellect, und the most refined taste way find
abundant employment in the perlormance of
this great work, yet a large amount of wisdow
or power is not the great necessity ; indeed,
we are told by the Apostle Paul that * it has
pleased God by the foolishuess of preaching
to save thew that believe,” There is enough
in the p'an of salvation to occupy the best

tinl characteristics way be comprebended by
the feeblest intelleot, It hus been suggested
that when the Apostle spoke of the toolish.
ness of preaching, he did not mean foolish

y | preaching. The highest efforts of that wmaster

theologian were probably those by which he
brought the gospel down to the level of the
* barbarians ” to whom he preached, Whilst
the mind way be expanded by comfmunica-
tions from the pulpit of exalied views of
God, and his operations in the kingdoms of
nature and grace, and its powers enlurged by
systematic courses of thougt and argument,

the beart is drawn to the Baviour princi-

ngs Ely, if not wholly, by the knowledge of the

¢ of God in Christ Jesus.

The pulpit is too often used for communi-
cating other matters than those comprised in
the pages of divine reyelation, Men without
piety adopt the clerical habit, who, besides
that, possess but little olaim to be considered

a8 appointed of God for this sacred servioe.

thoughts of the most profound, yet its essens

February 17, 1864,

)

These may make known much that has the
appearance of religion, but it is more likely
to be the wisdom of this world, spoken of as
that by which the world kuew not God, than
that of Christ crucified, which was to the
Jews a stumbling-block nnd to the Greeks
foolishness, The messenger sent of God will
make his mission evident by his faithiul,
carnest pleadings such as the Apostle felt
when he said, * Now then we are ambassa-
dors fpr Christ as though God did bescech
you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead be
ye reeonciled to God,’ :

No greater dishonor is put on the goepel
than to rul'rpoao it unfavourable to human
learning, The volee of expericnce unites
with the example of the Apostie Paul in
shewing that all the treasures of wisdom and
knowlcdge are to be laid under tribute to the
service of *Him who is the All-wise, Whilst
wo dare not institute any comparison between
human leurving and the kunowledge of
Jesug ‘und the résurrection, for the vospel
minister must have the latter, yet when it
is socurcd, wo need not fear the effect
of obtaining as large a supply us possible of
the former for both preacher and bearers.
For the soul to be without knowledge is not
good

Comparisons have somatimes been drawn
between the pulpit aund the press to shew
their relative inlluence and position,  Whilst
there may be some points in which they are
agree’, there will never Le a time, whilst hu.

sapercede the necessity lor the other. When
the latter becomes auxiliary to the former, it
is the most eflectually fulfilling its mission in
the world, Siunce the periodical press nos
become so essentinlly one of, our educational,
religious, and political jvstitutions, there is
lees necessity for the discussion of questions
ot minor moment in the pulpit. In former
times the preacher was one ot the great in.
struments of political power ; and even now it
is by some bodics ‘imagined that the work of
government is an essentiul duty of the church,
and that the proa);hcr may dictate to the
magistrate the coufse he ought to pursue in
managing the eivil affairs of the country,
We have learned, however, that Christ’s king.-
dom is not of this world, and that it eflects
its greatest triumphs when disencumbered
from the thraldom of political power. The
preacher descends from his proper platferm
when he allows himsclt to become the tool of
designing men and uses his vocation to ad-
vance the interests of a party instead of lilt.
ing up the cross of Chrisi before his fellow.
men, It is with men as men, and not as
parts of & nation or government, that the
preacher has to deal with them, His work is
cfieoted by leading them to contemplate Christ
in his various anilestations and offices,
When men are made Christians, then, and
only then, they become permancntly good
subjects and worthy citizens, Whilst they
remain unmoved at the voice of Divine Love,
the preacher may feel that his work is yet to
be begun, However amiable and excellent,
they are yet at enmity with God,

'I"he time which the preacher hos to spend
in actual labor with his people, is but a small
fraction of the whole, It is therefore highly
important that he should be concerned to
present the great truths which are able to
make wise unto salyation, Oune hour or .so
in each week to speak on the things of
eternjty—to put into operation the ma-
chinery of motive, feeling, and opinion that
14 to act during the whole of the remuinder—
one hour out of one hundred and sixty.eight
to battle with prejudice, error, uubeliet and
sin,~and further, one man, with a fow eflorts
at speaking, having to apply his expressions
to one, two, or ten hundred yersous as the
cave may be. When we look st the feeble.
ness of the means, we need not wonder ut the
smallness of thoe results, The wonder is that
any good at all is dene, Were it the lubor
of sinful man alone the work would soom
cease. But it is the mode orduined of God
for the purpose of bringing men to the obe
dience of faith and which the power of the
Holy Spirit chooses to honor, We mi ht
have supposed ghat an imposing priesthcod
and a grand display of ceremonial would be
the more likcly to effcor the end proposed,
but the **foolishness of God is wiser than

men, and the weakuess of God is stronger
than men.”

Lecrure.—The Rev. K. Ross, read an cx.
cellent leoture betore the Y, M. O, Association
last Tuesday, on * Methods of ruccess,” He
showed that those who will help themselves
way find an sbundance of help trom others—
taking his motto from the fable of Heroules
;:i the waggoner in Dilworth’s spelling

o}

1t was announced that the closing leoture

of the season would be by Rev, Dr. Oramp of

Acadia Oolle on ** Oglvin and Zuingle, and

| the Reformation in Switserland.”

man nature remains as it 18, when one will ~




