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thought we were coming to rest ; the avalan-
che, howeve., crossed the brow which termi.
nated this gentler slope, and regaincd its mo-
tion, Here H threw . his arm around
his friend, all hope for the time being extin-
guished, while I grasped my belt and strugg-
led for an instant to detach mysclf. Finding
this difficult, I resumed the pull upon the
rope. My share in the work was, I foar, in.
finitesimal, but Jenni’s powerful strain made
itselt felt at last. Aided, probably, by a
slight change of inclination, he brought the
whole to rest within a distance of the chasms
over which, had we preserved our speed, a few
seconds would have carried us, Nouve of us
suffered serious damage, H —— emerged
from the snow with his forehead bleeding, but
the wound was superficial. Jenni had a bit of
flesh removed from his hand by collision
against a stone ; the pressure of the rope had
15: black welts on my a'ms, and we all cx-

rienced a tingling sensation over the hands, | .

ike that produced by incipient {rostbite,
which continued for several days. I found a
portion of my watch-chain hanging round my
neck, another portion in my pocket—the
watch itselt was gone. This happ-ned on the
80th of July. Two days afterwards,l went
to Italy, and remained there for ten or twelve
days. On the 16:h of August [ was aguin
at Pontresina and on that day made aa expe-
dition in seaich of the lost watch. Both the
guides and myself thought the sun’s heat
might melt the snow above it, and I inteired
that it its back should happen to be upper-
most the slight absorbent power of gold for
the solar rays would prevent the watch from
sinking as a stone sinks under like circum-
stances. The watch would thus be brought
quite to *he surface ; and although a small ob-
ject, it might possibly be seen from some dis-
tance, I was accompanied up the Morter-
atsch Glacier by five friends, of whoso con.
duct 1 cannot speak too highly. One of toem
in particular, a member of the British Legis-
latare, sixty-four years of age, exhibited a
courage and onllectedness in places of real
difficulty which were perfectly admirable.

taineers, accompanied me to the scene of the
accident, and none of us ventured on the ice
where it originated. Just befor® stepping
upon the remwaine ol the avalanche, a stone,
some tons in weight, detached by the sun {rom
the snow slope ubove us, cume rushing down
the line of our glissade,  [ts leaps become
more and more impetuous, and on reaching
the brow near which we had been brought to
rest, it bounded through the air, and, with a
single spring reached tho lower glacier, rais.
ing & cloud of ice-dust in the wir. Some
fragments of rope found upon the snow as
sured us that we were upon the exact track
of the avalaoche, and then the search com-
menced. It had not continued for twenty
minutes when a cheer from one of the guides

—Christisn Michel of Grindelwalde—an-
nounced the discovery of the watch, It had
been brought to the surfase w the manner
surmised and on examination seemed to be
dry and uninjured. I noticed, moreover, that
the position of the bands indicated that it
had ouly run down beueath the snow.”

—
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For the Christian Messenger.
Acadia College Museum.

DeArR BROTHER,

1 have reccived the articles mentioned by
you in the C. Messenger ot the 106th inst,,
as con‘ribgtions by the Rev. J. Goddie to
the Museum of the Colleze, They ure a
very valuab'e accession to our esllection.

Mr. J. R. Willis, of Halifax, bus slso
sent us specimens ol the eggs of the Mergus
Serrata and Sterna Hirundo, from Sable
Island, as a commencement of an oological
collection. At the same time he forwarded
upwards ot forty wineralogical specimens— !
- some fragments of marble and of stucco
work from Powpeii, and of Pompey's Pillar
at Alexandria, Mr. Willis bas frequently
fuvored us in this manuer,
indebted to his kindness, and hope there will
be many imitators,

Yours truly,

We are much |

THE EHRISTIAN

British Americn in a Den;)mlnu-
tional peoint of view,

The following is a statement of the different
religious denominations of the inhabitants of the
British American Proviaces, as shown by the
last census t—
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N. B.—These errors may be typographical in the
printed volumes of the census.—Leader.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

——m

Educational Notice. (Neo. 3.)

‘N ANY irregularities having occurred in the pro-
- ceedings of the Annual School meetings, in
consequence of imperfect knowledge and misunder-
standings cuncerning the requirements of the law,
and many Sections in several Counties having fai.cd
to pruvide for the support of Schools,

Notice s hereby given, that—

1. Measures will be adopted by the Government,
upon the meeting of the Legislatare, for the purpose
urlegn!innung the proceedings of the Annua cet-
ings wt which technical irregularities have occurred.

2. Where it Is deemed necessary, in onder to com-

lete the arrangements ente'ed into at the Aunnual

eetings, or 0 make provision for. supporting
schools in sections, in which no provision has yet
been made, meetiugs may be called by the Inspec-
tors, till the 1st of January, 1863,

Measures will be adopted bg the Government to
render the proceedings of such meetings legul, as if
held on the 25th ot October last,

It must be borne in mind that Schools, unless or-

anized under the Act, cannot participate in the

wircial grants, either of money, books, or maps.

By order of the Council of Pubhic Instruction,

T. H. RAND, Secretary.

Halifax, Nov, 22, 1804,

Nov, 25id, 4 wks,

Tri W, Col,, Chron., Sun, Recorder, Citx,, Rep.,
Exp , Journ., Wit,, Ch, Rec., Fre: Press, Yar. Her,
Trib,, Lav. Trans,, Pict. Chron,, Stand., Ant, Cask,
C. B. News.~4 wks,  Editorial Puge.

Christian Ftlessenger.
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DAY OF THANKSGIVING, HUM-
ILIATION AND PRAYER.

Thanksgiviog and praise belong to God at
all times, and should be rendered by his crea-
tures inevery place. Special blessings call for
special acknowledgement, Whilst we may'.

Nov. 28, 1804, J. M. Craxe,

- - — —Sp——

BL/CKHSI! AT Stralr or Canso.—We learn live unmolested in partaking of its fruits,
from a friend that a large number of black- | '
fish were captured in Ship Harbor a few duys 'consideration of this matier, and we doubt
Thirty were taken and killed in ubout not ten thousand hearts will be lifted up in

last, Sowme of gratitude to our Heavenl
them shewod consideruble resistance, and if grcat goodness manifest

the fishermep got within reach of the fisbes’ muny other peoples and nations,

tail, they received a blow which levelled| The observangg of the Day as one of Hu.
One case occurred in which a large miliation andn?r

gince,
halt-an hour on Wednesday

them.

|

look around and se> judgment falling oo those |
very ncar to us, we have been supplied with
an abundant barvest, and are permitted to

To-morrow hasdseen appointed for special

- .
MESSENGER.
heretofore rendered to our Lord and M
who has died to procure our peace and salva.
tion, would be salutory and beneficial to re-
flect upon. Our own deficiency would thus
be made evident; and prepare us for earnest
Prayer and deep Humiliation in the sight of
God ; to whom be glory and praise forever.

EDUCATIONAL MATTERS,

The Advertisement “ Educational Notice,”
in another column, will afford an opportunity,
which we doubt not will be embraced, by
such School Sections throughout the Provinve
as have been under misappreh :nsions, respeoct-
ing the Education Act, and have negiected to
make provision for sustaining Schools, to re-
trieve their position, and pluce themselves to
that they can legally participate in the Pro.
vincial Grant,

The Act at the last session of the
Legislature is now being tested, as to its prac-
ticability and suitability to accomplish what
is required of it, aud what it proposes to sup-
ply in the ¢ducation of the country. ~Whilst
its provisions have been adopted in many of
the more irfluential parts of the provinee;
there aré notfh few others, where lge people
have heretolore given but little attention 10
school matters, and some, where from hostility

to the administration ol the law, they have

ullowed the time to pass Ly without taking
such action ; and, but for such extension ol
time, would be deprived of a considerable
portion of their Teacher's sulury. The great
changes to be effected by the law are begin.
ning to be appreciated, Heretolore the teach-
er has been allowed to draw his or her halt-
yearly pittance from the Provincial Grant on
the signature of two or three Trustees, who in
many cases were o called by courtesy, rather
than because they took any other responsi.
bility upon themselves, In no cases, we be.
lieve, were such duties demanded of these
officers as are required by the existing law,
Under the present law the provision made for
payment of Teachers is a little more like
what it should be ; and demands united public
action on the part of rate-payers. The trus.
tees too are something more than werely
nominal. In some cases those chosen to this
important office bave shrunk from the respoun-
sibility, and declined to give their neighbours
the benefit of their efforts. This is to be re.
gretted as the injury to the section ol being
cprived of a schiool are so great ; and in many
cases where the best men are elected and re-
fuse to serve, it is difficult to get others to fill
said cflices. The notice, above relerred to,
will give an extension of time for these ar-
rangements, which should not be lost,

A change in our School Law has been long
demanded by both partics in the Legislature.
The only difference beiween the two political
parties, as to taxation for the support of
schools, has been that the leaders of the pre-
sent opposition have called for a compulsory
assessment, and on one occasion introduced to
the islature a measure of this nature,
whilst the members of the prescat govern-
ment have committed themselves only to the
choice between voluntary assessment or the
loss, on the part of those refusing, of a portion
of the public mouey. This N‘fme. is good
evidence that the latter contingency is wot
desired by the Council of Public lnstruction.

The experiment as to the cfficiency ot this

lan is now being mude, There will doubt.
ess still be cases of difficulty and burdship in
applying the law in some places. Much of
the real difficulty will probably arise trom im-
perfection in the Assessment Law; which,
we believe does not, at present, bear fuirly and
equitably on all property alike,

We think it quite likely that the results of
the year's experience will be, that, either Coun-
ty Assessment, or a general assessment, will be
deemed more appropriate for the support ol
schools, than the present Sectional plan, The
forwer would scem to be the least open to
objection. II a certuin sum were grunted to
a county on condition of a like sum, or doudle
the amount being raised by eut, the
poorer districts might havy the bencfit of a
school suited to their wants, whilst the maie
denscly populated parts wight provide for
their Saperior Schools by other means, But
we are wandering from the
affuirs, and the application of the law to sup-
ply the wants ot the people, to that of a pro-
spective enactment,

Father . for his
to us above so.

| try will but take hold of the

ayer will not make the

It must not be expected that the change

from the past no-system to the present initia

tory measure” of reform, would tuke place
without some commotion, And if the coun-
present oppor-
tunity with hearty will, we doubt npot
they will find it far more efficient than some

on> was making out to sea, afier receiving Thaoksgivirg to Alwighty God less sincere, would lead them to sup

the harpoon from an aged fisherman ; rcme in any of our churches. The honor of Christ

The Education Act, we believe, combines

young men came to the resoue and saved in the salvation of men and the extension of the wisdom of ,the former superintendent of
both fish and man. Hatchets, axes, and juck- His kingdom In the world should fill our Education—Rev. Dr. Forrester, with that of
knives were brought into requisition for their thoughts on the coming day. Our past un. Mr. Rand, who was appointed to that office

destruction, until aboutforty -ive were secured, faithfuloess and the little servic: we have since it became law.
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It is comparatively

.:;cr. l;uoy now \o”diao;;er min;r‘ao:fe;t-a in it, but,

November 30, 1864,
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we believe, that the ex-Attorney General,
Mr. Archibald, and the Provincial Secretary,
gave their honest united endeavours to adapt
the measure to the wants of the country. The
real defcots in it may be rectified in another
session, but this should not be allowed to pre-
vent any scction of the country from admin.
istering the law, as it is, to provide them.
selves with a Schoul for their children. An

present suspension of schools will be highly
injurious, not only to those who would attend

ktluam. but would have the effect of diminish-

ing the number of Teachers, by inducing
them to enter into other employments, and by
rendering the office less permanent. The
Teachers of the future would consequently be
inferior to what they might be, il shewn that
their services are appreciated now, and not lia-
ble to be dispensed with by the changes cf feel.
ing in their sectivns on a little alicration of
the law,

The Witness tries to be very witty over the
said notice ; as follows:—

ol the forty days' grace now granted to them !
and then shall they have their portion ot Maps,
Books and Money. It seems tmt big children
must be coaxed to swallow this bitier legisla-
tive pill by a skilful sugar coating. Put some
books round it ; wrap it up in bine sea maps;
above all paste a few Twenty Dollar bills on
it, and they are naughty peojle indeed who
refuse to gu'p it down.”

If the * pill” is but a remedy, we pre.
sume the * big children” would not object
either to the bitter—the tux,~or the “ sugar
couting,"—the twemy dollar bills, &e., it by
that meuns the paticut have the disease—ig-
norance—removed, As u matter of course,

he would soon present a more healthy ap-
pearance thun heretolore.

™

JAMAICA, PAST AND PRESENT.

Whoever of our readers can carry back
their recollections to a period of about thir
five years since, will remember the great
struggle which -then took place on the subjest
of Negro Slavery. On that occasion the
chiet soene of interest was on the [sland of
Jamaica. The contest, as is well known,
ended in the final and total abolition of Sla-
very throughout the British Colonies, by a
Parliamentary Grant of twenty millions ster-
ling to the slavenolders, to purchase up their
so-called rights in the bodies and souls of not
far short of a million of their fellow-beings,
The writcr, who was in London shortly after
the destruction of almost all the Buaptist
Chapels in Jamaicd \by white mobs, well re
members the deep and excited interest which
prevailed, not only among the Baptist Church-
es, but among almost every class of christian
people throughout the country ;—and he can
never forget the intense feelings that were
awakened by the glowing cloquence of the
Rev. William Kuoibb, uand  other eminent
ministers of various denominations, at
crowded meetings in one of the largest chap-
els in London. The emancipation was natu-
rally followed by great depreciation of pro-
perty in the Lslund and which was imme.
diately succeeded by a scrics of events which
reduced Jumaica, from being one of most
wealthy colonies of the Crown, to a state of
ruin and starvation. From about the year
1842 a succession of several years of almost
uninterrupted failure in the products of the
earth, was followed by famine and pestilence
in their most destructive forms, and which

eatly diminished the population of the Is-
and, It is only within fire or six years
past that the country has begun to recover
tfrom - the heavy shock it experienced—It is
gratifyiog to learn from an article in a late

'notwithstunding its
‘and especiully the
‘are once more regaining their energy and in a

| good measyreure entering on a course of renew-

' comuien

number ot the London Baptist Reporter that

ast reverses, Jamaica,
aptist Churches there,

y. Phe Eoglish Baptist Mission
\ smong the suves in Jamaioa in
1814, and from thence to the period of the
'general emancipation, we think, in 1834, ad-
vanced with almost unexamp'ed success under
the preaching and conduct of some of the

present stato of most devoted missionaries, whose labours so

'éminently distinguish the present century,
The following extiacts {rom the publication
lret'errod to, affords a grafifying picture of the
_present state of our Churcgca in Jameica :—

| * At the present mcment thére are seventy-
four 1egularly-orgenized Baptist churches in the
island ; these churches include thirty thousand
members, there are several other churches
in the island which Lave sprung from the op-
erations of the Mission, though not now in con-
nection with it; all the churches are, and for
| many years bave been, supporied entirely with-
out foreign aid ; an'l these churches are presided
over by twenty-two Eurcpean and nineteen
native pastors, or forty-one in all. If this were
all that could bLe ‘suid aflout our Mission in
Jamaica, it would be cause enough for gratitude
to God. Not often in fifty years is so much ac-

‘* We trust that the districts which have fail- .
ed to organize in October, will avail themselves ..



