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Humiliation, Fasting aw Prayer, Vy : 

Dear Broraes, -—  ™ 

You have reminded us of the Resolution 
of the Convention, recommended: s ‘day .of | 
hamiliation and prayer. May I call the 

attention of our brethren to it, for a moment. 

1. We certainly have deep cause for hu 
miliation before God. The low state of re. 

ligion among us, is so manifest, that no one)" 

can deny it. It we may judge from what we 

see and hear at our Associations, Conventions, 

Sabbath services, and prayer and couference 

meetings, and every where elsé, we must con- 

clude that there is scarcely a vestige of vital 

piety—or devotional fervor, left among us. 

Our backslidings are many; we declare our 
sin as Solom—we bave as a people departed 
from the Living God. Our condition is 
alarming in the extreme. 
'2. Fasting and prayer, confession of sin, 
and petting away iniquity; with deep repen- 
tance and renewed acts of faith in the Great 
ever blessed Redeemer, are the means and 
the ouly means ot returning to favor and 
blessedness \.ith God. See the examples of 
Moses, David, Daniel, the Apostles, and alt 
the truly devout in ali ages. 

3. Fusing means abstaining from. food, 
either in whole or in part, for a lounger or a 

shorter period. . Christ says : “when ye fast.” 
Mat. vi. 16. Taking it for granted that his 
disciples would need and would use this pre 
eious means of grace, as well as the aucient 
saints of the Jewish communion. When the 
disciples could not cast out the demon owi 
to their unbelief, and the difficulty of the 

cure, He teaches us that faith and power 
over Satan are to be obtained by prayer and 
fasting, to a degree not to be obtained in any 
other way. Mark ix. 29. Jesus saith unto 
them, * this kind can come forth by nothing 
but by prayer and fasting.” He tells us far- 
ther that although his disciples did not fast 
while be was with them +‘ the days would 

come when the Bridegroom would be taken 
away from them, and’ then they would fast, 

Oa this principle we know the early church 
acted. Paul informs us that bis scasens of 
fisting were frequent—* in fastings often.” 
2 Cor. xi. 27. Read the whole passage, be- 
cause it clearly shows that these ** fastings” 
are to be disiToguished trom the ‘* hunger and 
thirsd’ meatioped at the same time. The 
latter were involuntary, the former designed. 
See also same Epistle, chap. vi. 5, where he 
t.1ls how to prove our “ apostolical succes: 
sion.” 

4. Fasting and prayer should go together 
and should be made the business of the day. 

D+. Tupper committed a grievous error in his. 
youthtal days when he attempted to fast and 
to travel and work at the same time. And 
another still wore grievous, when, as he 
tells us in bis Sjiobiography—he abandoned 
the practice of fasting. I have no doubt he 
would bave been a much holier, heppier, and 
more uscfal man, bad he wisely continued the | the 
use of this precious means of grace. 

5. I would urgently recommend my dear 
brethren in the ministry especially to retarn 
to this apostolic practice. Let private fast. 
ing, and humiliation and repentance, piecede 
public exercises to which our attention bas 
been called. 

6. For myself I would as soon abandon 
public worship and family prayer—yea bap- 
tis and the Lord's supper—as fastiog. The 
authority for the one is as strong and binding 
as for the others. Kor the Jast two years 
more than ever before, I have been in the 
habit of setting apart seasons for epecial de- 
votion—i{asting and prayer. And I always 
get a blessing. I read the scriptures at such 
times with meditation thereon, I endeavor to 
search out and coufesx all my sing and short 
comings—I read, confess and pray, unt: the 
sweet influence of the Holy Spirit eomes into 
wy soul, and then I pray on——with the bible 
often open beforé me, literally on my knees— 

ying for myselt—for my family, for the 
ov Pop all saints, for all churches, for 
my fellow-workers in the ministry, mention- 
dag them by name, with other individuals, — 
Aud’ God does olten come very’ graciously 
wear at such times, and 1.cbtain siren 

government does not exactly accord with the 

og | and 3rd. Episcopal, or by bishops. 

gitb— | noble: than those of Thessalonica, “in that 
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Woe believe that a good sceptism, or, 

of Church Government as well as on Chris- 
tian, Doctrine. . And #s * neglect” is-all-sui- 
ficient to make us lose the '* great salvation, » 
so unconeern is the parent of the gravest 
errors in the charch ‘and the world. "Bat a 
small proportion of church membets unite 
with the churches of which ‘they are mom- 
bers, because they have examined into the 
matter, and, are convinded that the mode the 
adopt is the form taught by the apostles; and 
adopted by them in primitive times, and such 
as the Lord Jesus intefided should ‘prevail 
with his people through all subsequent ages. 
The oil ig indie ce is, we believe, en- 
couraged ¥ some of thé denominations. — 
Thinking their own the best, in certain res- 
pects, the advocates of each system use efforts 
to get scripture, to sanction that system, 
rather than to correct what in it is not in ac. 
cordance therewith. Although they may find 
certain particulars in which their mode of 

requirements of the New Testament, yet they 
suppose expediency covers more ground than 
those inconsistencies, and, we presume, they 
therefore prefer not to interpret scripture so 
as to interfere with the existing state of things. 

The prevailing forms of church government. 
may be classified under three heads, 1st. Con- 
gregational, 2ad. Presbyterian or, Synodical, 

The Episcopal comprises the Roman Cath. 
olic Church, the Greek Church, and the 
Cburch of England. In. each of these a 
bishop, archbishop or patriarch, is the deposi- 
tory of ecclesiastical power, and has the eon. 
trol over his subordinate clergy. The lay 
element i8 not permitted to exercise any of 
the functions of government, citber in. the re 
ception of members, the exercise of discipline, 
the admission to church ordinances, or choice 
of the ministry. 

The Presbyterian form rejects the:right of 
ope clergymen te exercise avy. controlling 
power over another, believing that they are 
all on an equality, but that Synods and Pres. 
byteries have the governing power over the 
churches vested in them, and that in the re. 
moval and settlement of ministers, those 
bodies are the sole arbiters.. The o:dination 
of ministers too under this form of church 
govcroment, rests with those bodies without 
reference to the people over whom they are 
to be placed, 
The Wesleyan Methodist bod is 3 modi 

fication of the Episcopal aud the ul yterian, 
having perhaps wore resemblance to tbe for- 
mer than the latter, 

The above classification has been supposed 
to resemble the three ¢lasses of human gov. 
eroments, Democratic, Oligarchieal and Moa. 
archioal, but we are uawilling to concede that 
the analogy is correct, at amy rate in respect 
to the congregational form. It may bave 
more similarity to the democratic principle of 
government than to either of the others; but 
seeing that Baptists, and others who believe 
the congregational form of church order to 
be more in accordance with the New Pesta- 
went, do not allow that they are at liberty to 
enact laws lor their own government, but 
have only to act in accordance with the great 
Directory—the Word of God, it loses one of 
the chigl elements of demoerugy, and becomes 
more like a hontesar, than apy other, The 
promise of the Holy Spirit to the church, to 
guide them, to remind them of, and to interpret 
the words of Christ, cowpletes the :nalogy, 
aud gives all thut is essential to the theocratio 
lorm as in the days when God spake audibly 
to the people. 
The laws of Christ's kingdom are all made, 

and: only require to be understood, pémiaté 
tered and obeyed to render the church ® 
fect organization for. the accomplishing 0 Pl 
God's purposes in the world, 
Toe Constitution is given in the Book, apd 

the members have the right of private juig- 
ment in its interpretation, now, as of o 
when the Bereaus,-who were progounced mors 

Y | had been held i in London. 
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hempat loyal in rendffiog w ia things NX ristion Teweigh. © At, like some other 
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that are Ceesar's. 

denominations : 
tional churches r hto Rol? ton, Cone 

ship those who made no rctestion of per 
sonal religion, and claimed for NT A pr Fibe 

‘THE CHURCH, &, TIkgoRMcr]  pofver tp enagh-lawp, (they wuld 

deal of fous element under. pea Sirsa bat 
0 with this great fundamental—the Bible e 

at least indifferentism; exists on’ "the bbe their’ book ‘ot’ laws sud vobstitution, the preva- | 
lence of christian charches is the groateat 
blessing that can exist in any land. 

Tae Byeusa Barrist Union held its Au 
tamnal Session at Bradford; Yorkshire a few 
wecks since. It was no less satisfactory than 
that of last year at Birmingham, Previously 
to that, the meetings of the Baptist Union 

This new arrange. 
ment seems to promise very gratifying results, 
In addition to the'great Missionary Meeting. 
a number of papers of much value and: pub- 
lic importance were read. The following are 
some of the titles of them :— 

“ Qur Colleges,” by Rév. N. Haycroft. 
“ Qur Associations,” by Rev. Mr. Mor- 

sell. 
« Christian Beneficence,” by Rev. Mr. 

Stevenson. 
Tha Chairman's address on the source of the: 

church’s raoperity was a very able one, and 
calcul. most uscful to the ministers 
and dolegatos present. 
The discussions in reference to the perscca. 

ted Baptists of Saxony, resulted in a resdlu. 
tion to appeal through the government to the 
king of Saxony in their behalf. = Sermons 
were preached by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon and] 
others. The mectings appear to have ‘been 
of a highly gratityiog character. The Union 
is becoming a most itnportant concentration of 
Baptist tnflatnoe having all the advantages 
of the great centralisation of power of other 
‘bodies, without the dangers of them, or the 
evils which those holding Congregationalist 
principles believe are oontisvhed with them, 

WE have received a communication from 
Kings County, expressing, “in strong terms, 
the great dissatisfaction of a large number of 
the inhabitants, atthe course lately pursued 
by the Sessions of that county, in respect to 
the School law of 1864. It appears’ that 
soma appeal cases under the Assessment in 
two of the School Sections of that county, 
were brought before that court. By some 
means a decision was given to quash the said 
rates, making it necessary for the Trustees to 
refund the sums already colocted for sooo] 
purposes. 
We have béen informed that this act of 

the Justices has been declared null and void 
by the Crown Officers, consequently the law 
will be sustained. 

Efforts to evade the operation of a law, 
because it may be distasteful, or even some. 
times objectionable, are greatly to be depre. 
cated. [hose who hold Her Majesty's Com- 
mission of the Peace should be patterns of 
submission to the laws by which we are gov- 
erned and protected, or anarchy and confusion 
must ensue, The parties who encourage ille- 
gal proceediags are often the first to suffer 
{rom them, and the loudest to complain, 

Hauirax Young: Men's CazisriAN pyary 
c1ATiON,—The first Lecture of tha thirteenth 

day evening wext, Nov. 28, at Tem 
Hall, by Rev. E. Botterell, Subject :— 
Joun WickLirre. Chair to be taken at half: 
past seven o'clock. Tickets may be had at 
the room 188 Hollis Strect. nrice th members 
for the Course 25 coats, Non-Members 80 
cents, Singls Lecture 6 cents. 

past week has been mosi delightful, the dae 
mometer ranging near. 50 ° for several 
After the frosty, nights and chilly days of the 
previoas week, we could enjoy; although only 
tor a few days or hours, the return ot balmy 
summer. It seems almost 
from stera Winter who claims to rule ower} 
this and succeeding months, before locks 
up.the earth in his frozen. chains and covers 
At with his, iihial maatle. | 

New Publications. a = 
nnd 

| Inpian Summer. —The weather during the 

pléasaze stolen | 

ri ood is apictd charotri ristio piece, 
ustains the idea of a Rovies aw March. 

oN 9 of Mardooh’s History of Nova Seotia 

posse. 
“E, gives the aocaunt of the settloment of 

the oly of Halifax in 1749. mont 
The following extract shews that we have 

not yet made much progress in a branch of 
business which all through the 116 years has 
proved to be the great source of vice azd crime. 

“ Licenses to sell iiquors were issued by_ the 
government, on each of which a tax was Ls of 
one guinea a month for the wsé of the poor. The 
number granted from July ‘to: Bocember, inclu- 
sive, .was eighteen.” 

Ano:her extract will possess some interest 
just at tkis time, 

“ The first inerance at Halifax of a regular 
trial for a capital oflence, occurred this season. 
One Peter Carteel bad killed Abr. Goodside, the 
boatswain’s wate ‘of the Beaofort, by stabbing 
bi, and bad also wounded two other men. 
The governor and council sat as a general court 
to try him. 31 August, 0.8, (11 Sept, n. &,) a 
rand jury found the bill 0st him—a petit 

lor found him guilty of murder, and he was 
anged under a warrant from the governor 2 13 

Sept'r.,, 1749. .There was a tradition that a 
large tree was used instead of a gallows in: the 
earliest years of Halifax. This unbappy' child 
of the forest stood near the market square. 

Another Educational work has been brought 
out by Messsrs, A & W. Mackinlay: * Tus 
EsskntiaLs or Evovisn Anavysis with Exer- 
cises by J. D. Morell.” This is one ‘ot the 
most compact school books published, on this 
branch of English grammar and gives, our 
Sehools, for 15 cents, a useful and practical 
treatis ou all matters relating to ae con- 
struction and disscetion of sentences, 

The Minutes of the Twelfth Session of the 
‘African Bzptist Association of Nova Seotia 
are received. 

mm ce 

We have received No. 37—No.' 1 ‘New 
'Series—ot a small sheet entitled * The Aca- 
dian,” published by Mr. Theakston, of Wolt- 
ville. It was formerly a small “Advertiser,” 
first published at Cagniog, It has now 
changed its local habitation, name and base, 
and professes to be * independent of Seet or 
Party.” 

The Sunday Magazine is an excellent 
mouthly, edited by “o. Guthrie, pablished 
by Strahan & Co. A copy of the October 
No. before us, from their establishment. in 
Montreal, has a number ot well written arti- 
cles. 1t is very’ cheap,~— cents a number, 
or $1,75 a year. 

Lrreany: Items. —A Memoir ot the: late 
Dr, Wayland is to be at once prepared by his 
wife and sons, who are his literary executors. 
They wil! also provide for the issuc of a uni- 
torm ‘edition of his complete works. 

Lamartine has begun the publication dof a 
“ Life of Byron” in the Paris Constitutionale, 
translating the quotations into plain prose. 
The author of.‘ John Halifax,” recep! 

married, Lag written a book called ‘¢ A Noble 
Lite.” 

Mr. John Lovell of Montreal got a silver 
course before the Youig Men's Christian | medal st the Dublin Ezhibition lor cheap 

' Association will be delivered (D. V.) on Taes- land good educational works. 
Ritchie, the engraver, has painted the 

death-bed of President Lincoln, -andits sar- 
roandings, and is now engaged on an engrav- 
tog of ‘the picture, which promisés to be a 
‘most meritorious work. 

Bierstadt’s well-known picture of $i 
| Rocky Mcuatains bas been sold’ for $25, 000. 
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We received ' the following telegram from 
our estensmed friend, Rev. I. KE. Billy on Mos. 

8. { urday last : 
“'My beloved daughter; Mrs. McHenry, died 

bl ly happy, last evening. woud 

“We sincerely sympatbize with our, seth 
brother and the afflicted ‘family in’ ‘this be. 
reavement, : 

NEWS SUMMARY. i 
The Royal Mail Same Chink nbd 
esterday ‘mornf h"128 pusscagors' for 
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: strength of body, ‘often as well'ws spiritnal| they searched the Sorlptuits dally witether Ws Ase. antatentionally omited before 16 were the Hol. Joseph: Haws and Me James 
! strength—an2 the sweet relish edatindes with | these things were so.” Many now “Sechis tha notice the reception of two pieces: of: music Hutton ‘of ‘the Horticulturab Gardeps: © 
! “me tor days, = ccarsé of the Thesalonisas, ‘and create a|from Professor Balfery, of Woltwillpls «v2 “I The Cofifederate oraiser Shenandoah had 
; 7. Come, my dearly beloved, let us return | disturbance; ‘thidking by pov weans, to pre-| lst. Two Hacred “My 7 Bavmly| arrived itr Kogldnd ded wes given upto vthe 

woto the Lord. "Ob take with you: words| vent the peoplefrom receiving the truth. Home,” ‘snd v Prayer, swees Prayer,” [A Ocnaul ‘on ‘the 10th Insts .Qdpt. 
and cowe unto his ‘Let us worship tions! churches, ‘Baptist and { posed “and. with ‘Piano or Organ | ber ' commander; states that be had 
sud bow dows’ before him. Let us seek his| Prodobaptist; have boob scumetimts denousesd accompaniment, by E. C. Saffery; 4 10t yal “ {be 9 the orev Sek dod first received 

- forgiveness; and his help. :- Take off your | under the supposition that they were 20d. The Review March; ‘compdsed for gence of the surrender of the Southern 
orvaments; sad. leave thém before the mount. | nistic ‘to ehioal goversaseuts, Pais, Piano, by' BH: €. Baffery. ° al1smyr vq] |Btates trom the British barque Barrseduta 
Oh ‘gome to Gethsomene: and to; Calvary, | however, is’ 8 fallady which ‘nswow prétty{' They sre both geod. The Mirgh:. the ud ot! hard rods that 
Come back, come back, my: brethren, for. we well“exploded; ‘aod itis sdmisted {some sweet flowing pases ges in the 1 time be had ‘trem further acta of war. 

. have gri y departed from the Lord. —Jt| erally that those who are the host { highly appropriate 10 the sucred stansss. bad. ‘ned, taken bis. ship do/the United 
E " [s8 be that his unger niay be tarned trom us, 8 Kero gr ch mo, rn Le suiment’ id. full ‘and | ds he ‘nok hid the tntell 
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