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80 iniquitqus gine HT & It into he’ héped. that so publls 
will outrage common Senge. 
ality, by attempting to apologize for this foul 
deed of incendinrjem, charging: it, aa has al. 
ready been:.ventured, upon the school law. 

Let the lie where it belongs,— to 
an unprincipled and wicked opposition to a 
law that was working well at Por: George. 
I bave it on reliable testimony that the school 
broken up in the ‘way stated, was by far. the 
largest and best ever.taught in the place ;| with a little water, they ought 
and the imp rovement exhibited as compared 
with-previouns schools, was regarded as a com- 
mendation of the Jaw, Toe increcee in the 
pamber of pupils was over 100 per cent on 
the attcndance for the last six months under 
the old law, May the perpetrators of this 
grievous wropg to N. Scotia, and especially 
to the fair pame of Port George, aud to its 
sexenty studious and happy cbvildren,—this 
crime against knowledge and civilization, 
against man and christianity, consider the 
enormity of their condnet, acd repeut, and 
as far as lies in their power wake compensa. 
tion for the wrong committed, This they 
will find the choapest way to end the matter, 
Unless this is done, they need not hope to 
prosper in life; apd in death the curse of 
God will overwhelm them forcver. 

. Respectfully, &e., 
GroreR ARMSTRONG, 
Inspector for Annapolis. 

Bridgetown, Feb. 20th, 1565. 
'e 

For the Christian Messenger. 

REJOINDER, No. 3. 

DEAR BROTHER, 

“Stewart ” figures again in the Provincial 
Wesleyan. 1 can ufford to smile at his in- 
sinvations, and I pity his lack of discretion. 
It ‘might be wise to treat his last outburst 
with silent contempt, Yet, for the sake of 
others, I will ask space forea few remarks. 
‘He says—* We bave, always hitherto been 

of opinion that a writer wrote over his signa. 
ture,” —alluding to my mse of the phrase 
Y under the signature.” Perhaps he may 
eee cause to change his opinion. + The follow- 
ing observations, extracted irom Worcester's 
Dictionary, may eulighten him :—* It has 
long been more cr less the custom in this 
country to use over instead of under, in the 
sense of atiested or signed by ; as ¢ over hig 
signature,’ instead of ‘under his signature,’ 
his imj roper use of gver is noticed and cen. 
sured by Mr. Pickering in his * Vocabulary 
of Americanisms,” published in 1816. He 
says, ‘A few of our writers still countenance 
this unwarrantable innovation ; but the prin. 
ciple on whica it is defended would unsettle 
the whole laoguage. The use of the word 
under io phrases like these,—* He wrote un- 
der (not over) the signature of Junius ;” 
* He published some papers under (not ever) 
his own signature "’—is as well established as 
any Eoglish idiom I" ” 

It 1 were disputing with a learned oppo- 
pent I might say something about the differ. 
ence between proper meanings and Zransferred 
meanings ; 1 might expatiate on the use of 
hyperboles by rhetoricians and poets, and 
saew that those gentlemcn take great liberties 
with words. 1 might admonisb him to be 
very careful about quotations—never to sub- 
stitute Terence for Plautus—nor adduce pas- 
sages which he has not himself read; I might 
request precise references to the works of 
autbors, so that the quotations might be ex- 
amived ;—but I forbear. 

Naaman, the Syrian, our English Bible 
says. * dipped -bimself seven times in Jordan,” 
The Hebrew word used is ¢aval, It occurs 
sixicen times in the Bible, and is rendered by 
the English word * dip”. in every place but 
one (Jub 9, 31) where the equally expressive 
phrase, plunge myselt,”’ is employed, lu 
the Septuagint it is, tramslated by the Greek 
word baptizo, | 

Now, it so happens, as has been before re 
marked, that in this passage the Vulgate has 
the Latio word lave, the proper meaning of 
which is to lathe. Some poets have used that 
word for illustration when a bathing, properly 
s0 called, did not take place. ashing any 
thing with tears is but a figurative mode of 
bathing it. But certain lexicons, it is said, 
state, alluding to puch passages, that lave is 
used io the sense of sprinkling, Bo that it 
is sapiently inferred, as ¢aval means to dip— 
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we dip-something in water, 

that custom be new altogether 

the whole childrén, but only_eprit : 

vevertheless, to be dipped, and, preser 
be drawn out again. For the etymole 
the word seems to require tbat. Abd 
Germans ‘also call baptiem tauff, from d 

the word doth sound, spd the mystery doth 
signity.”— Opera Edit. Wittenberg, om 1, 
lol. 71, 79 ; quotcd in Du Viel on Acts, p, 217, 
The Baptist Denomination, *“ Stewart” in- 

forms us, is one of tha .** smallest, wesk est 
sects’ of Christendom. * Christendom ” is 
a large word, sud the sects are many. ‘Which 
are the * smallest” and * weakest,” of which 
the Baptist is * ove,” 1 cannot pretend to say, 
for I do pot know. But this T know, 

part of the population ‘of Nova Scotia pum- 
berad 62.040 peisors, while to the Methedists 
were assigned only 34 065; that in New 

Methodists 25,637 ; and that in the United 
{States, where the Wesleyan Methodists are 
the next to the smallest of, the Mcihodist 
sects (being only 21,000), the Episcopal 
Methcedist is the largest Protestant Denomi. 
nation—the Baptist stands nézt—and' alier 
thesc come the Presbyterians, the Lutherans, 
the Campbellites; the Congregationalists, the 
Episcopalisus, ‘the. Christian Connexion, and 
many other sects, smaller and weaker. 
An ‘amusing anecdote is told of Frederick 

the Great, king of Prussia. A yousg cler- 
gywan,” who eptertained a high opinion of 
bis own talents and capabilities, applied to 
the king for an important cflice, then waeant. 
He quickly received a reply, bearing thé royal 
seal. © On opening the letter he-found the 
answer .was contaived. in these words——* ce 
2 Samuel x. 5.” He rushed into his study, 
turned to the Bible, and read— TapY ar 
JERICHO UNTIL YOUR BEARDS. BE GROWN.” 

Yours, &e., © 
Acadia College, J. M. Crane, 

Feb, 24th, 1865. 

P. 8. “A work on Baptism'is in ‘preparas 
tion, in which the sopbistries, evasicr, afd 
false statements now industrionsly éirculated 
in this country will be exposed. hls 

SPR—— 

Christin FHessenger, 
HALIFAX, MARCH 1; 1865. 
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THE PUBLISHER presents his respect. 
ful compliments, with a_Lrief message: 

1. To THOSE WHO WAVE rarp— Much 
obliged. 

2. To THOSE WHO HAVE NOT PAID— 
Please pay soon, and save further trouble. 

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

Our Lorn taught and has left upon record 
certain general principles by which his diseis | but ‘when: iaking up bapti ples are to be iufluenced in their. conduct 
throughout all ages. As salvation is wholly 
of laith in Him, so abrolute suk mission to his 
precepts is required of all who are thus saved. 
At ye love me keep my commandments” is 
of universal application. This is sufficient) 
plain to satisly the most simple as well as. thy 

christians. . The duty of wership— 

pot ordinarily questioned by believers, ; 
What is the appointed snd. appropri 

mode of admission to Christ's. C 

as followers, of Him 7. In addition to the 
common, d upon us of love to 

- 4 oo, 4 : — Fh 
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able to judge what he thought of -big_oxs and ] 

[word 3307 Bg da § ‘ a Bigping? i hose wh 

smong the most part, for neither do they dip oe, soi ‘with them by even good wen, who 

tly to| are, 3 tho, whi 

gep- | acts 
ness, which they call Zieff in their tongue, as) was do 
it it were meet that these be dipped deeply, | could’ 
who are baptized,” Agait—+ To baptize, in | substantiatio: e. ot wh Greek, is to dip, and baptism is dipping.” . .| while they will not say that the bread and em pe * I' would bave those that are to be baptized | wine of the Supper become changed into the [to Abraham, we presume, —Ed. C. M.] that to be altogether dipped into the it as | ret 

that according to the last Cencus, the Baptist | with:it.and proceeding from it, which is Just 

Brunswick the Baptists were 57,780, and the fore investigating the Seriptures in reference 

. {say upon it. The marvellous difference be 
| tween their productions on this and. other 

most profound, and is received, at. least theo. [Ar€ 
retically, as the test to be applied to allt | public and 
private—and the propriety of fellowship with 
other christians, for the maintenance cf publie | 
worship, are common - obligations which are |Judices 

what is that by which we are to be. recognized 

supremely, and to our fellow-men 88 ourselves 
{| the, Awa sites ingtituted. for pro 

| vance in the church are. Ba | vance in : pin od the 
Ty sod "of, the ( hristian dis orate 

-y 
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rious "erfors' have been held in 

ially designed. Some there 
Ist they dare not attiibute what 

8 Been called sacramental efficacy to them, 
gard them as means of grace rather than 

of fligpuian daly and privilege. Luther 
tess a great and good man, yet he 
ot get rid of the idea of tran 
tion. Many there are yet who 

real. fiecace of our Lord, and &s such are to 
be worshipped abd adored, yet find it difficult 
to divest themselves of the idea of there being 

Ppution of the symbols of Christ’s bedy and 
blood. “On the subject ot Baptism, whilst 
many hesitate t0-¢ffirm that regeneration: is 
a consequence of administering the ordinance, 
they: hold that it is immaterial whether the 
subject is in a state of consciousness or bo, 
and; 80. they connect some mystical benefit 

as burtiul to the uninformed. Having adopts 
ed;vthese; errors concerning the. initiatery 
rite,of the: ebris. ian - churchy=—baptism|— be. 

to: the 'subject, they find it difficult to. re- 
move ithe impression. Haviog i taken, it 
for granted that unconscious - infants, al. 
though mot in: any sense believers, may be: 
‘the subjects ‘0 whom this rite belongs, ‘they 
,come to lock upon certain passages of: serip. 
ture which: have no convection with it, as.if 
they really sustained. the practice, whilst the 
teaching «f our Lord -a8 to the proper sabe 
|jects,. and the intormaion in the inspired 
volume as to;how the Ap-stles undersigod: 
what be instituted, are altogether ignored: 
Fhe brief spa ‘on our fourth page 
“Beene. ina Church,” isbut one instance of i 

this, out of a thousand, ~~ ST% 
We seject the wile system of religion by 

proxy. lt is.a cuoning deception of the enes 
‘my which teaches ns that others: may think 
or 8, and: believe for us, instead ot‘ ailowing 
uso; put on Christ for ourselves. - The: ap- 
plieation of a few drops of waer to the face 

juet,of the same charaeter; and calenlated to 
foster : the same, spirit of superstition and 
tormality, instead of emcouragingia prompt, 
intelligent obedience to Christ's: commands, 
Individual responsibility is thus ignored, and 
the glorious doctrines of salvation vhscased 
Light is beiog spread abroad mpon: his eub- 
ject, sud driving away the twilight of paedo- 
baptism. We are fully Aware that many 
good wen retain the practice of infant eprink- 
ling. But we think they would be even 
better, than they are and more consistent, if 
they allowed the little ones to receive in- 
struction and become disciples, before masking 
them members of a christian church, 

|. Much is being, written on the subject. 
Pedobaptists are, greatly agitated on. the 
question... Some write and expose , their 
{own fallacies, and instead of convincing their 
| readers du more to uproot the error, of | infant 
baptism than anythiog which Baptiste could 

1 

4 

subjects is highly suggestive, Whilst writing 
on ordinary matters they are clear and logical, 

‘they seem di- 
vested of ound argument consi-tens, rea. 

| sonin Some adopt the anonymous, or 
| preudonymous style, so. that they way. net, be 
recognised as the authors ot the bold and) 

| fallacious statements they make, | heighior ! 
| day, we belicye, is in srw fo the ha vin) 

of 
’ 

t (where 2): he gould not think ib 80 stropge, as 

some virtue connected with the mere partici. |! 

May this be ‘the ex 
and their families. 

of an. infant, rand miccalling it (baptism, isl 

wholly covered with water ; and, although |som dorm, recognized as of Divine appoint. 
3 ished RRL: recs 

were to know and obey God, 1, e,; ‘were his 
‘dieciples.” + (2) Paul assures us that infants, 
eight days old, were under a schoolmaster; er; 

P es,” C. & 

Baptists would % pigke @isciples ” of all 
‘ations, but they do not suppose that an un- 
conscious infant is any miore a disciple for 
having received the right of infant baptism. 

“But,” rays the same writer, * was it ever 
heard, until Bapti:ts'dvose! ‘some 5500 years 
after the plan of Redemption was. revealed 

infants were thereby excluded. from. being 
recognized as part-of. the,congregation of the 
Lod.” Further, be says, 
“The Scriptural: principle ‘already explained 
that the child is" viewed and trested’ as ma- 
king the ad mers ‘as its parent, removes 
all difficulty, e parent professes faith for 
himselt and for his child, (this is surely beligv- 
ers’ baptism,) and the child is regarded asa pro- 
fessor of religion with its parent.’ “Cooseqbent- 
ly when the apostles were vomhman 
disciples of all nations ‘and baptize thém, the 
were commanded to baptize the intapts or chil. 
dren of professors.” . 
This is not Bible ‘teaching. ‘See Joba'l. 

12, 18. } ! 
When a building is reared on an insecure 

foundaticn, it is not surprising that it should 
fall. We find po ground in scripture for be- 
lieving that a child is saved in consequence 
of its parent's faith, but abundance of passa- 
ges proving the cootriry.! Let parénts ‘do 
the teaching, and 80 comply with the Saviour’s 
injunction, ** Suffer ' little” ‘children ‘to come 
unto me,” and when they have become disci. 
‘ples, encourage them to follow the example 
of him menticned in Acts 8. 86, They, will 
thus more fully pertorm the christian ‘parents’ 
duty than by giving them baptism in intdncy, 
snd probably- they will see them hecome a 
household of believers, then a baptized houde- 
bold, and eventually a family in heaven. 

perience of our readérs 

A 
- 

PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES. 

It may not te amy disadvantage to this 
subject that we were prevented saying to our 
readers all we wished to say in our last, 
respecting the claims those engaged in pursu- 
ing higher education, bave on the prayers of 
christians. Whilst the appointment of a . 
“ Day of Prayer for Colleges," may give 
some degree of defiuitenéss'to: the exercises 
at such tines; and ecmbine the sympathies of 
christian people on their behalf, yet there is 
a danger of having, such prayer confined to 
these occasiofid. “The Just’ Thursday in Feb- 
ruary, bas for several years been appropriated 
by different denominations to this objest, and 
we doubt not intéresting services were -held 
on Thursday last in. many places on. thas 
account. 
“Those who properly appreciate the bearing | of ‘education "on young mice und women, aud 

the influence they must eventually exert on 
the church and the world, will feel how vastly 
important it is that gracious influences should 
descend upon thew und their teachers whilst 
to oecupicd. The primary consideration on 
behalf ‘of such persons, is, that they miny be. 
come christians, Whatever of intellectual 
cultivation may be effected in the four or five. 
pes¥y ~of student life, it they are not made 
e recipients of. gospel truth, und brought te 

le nce We sod tom wien. ro 
1st «during those ycars, .one great object 

of learning is lost, and their remponaibllity ds 
| abgmented. They may have the x 

some of ite. 
raries who 
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