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Luke xv. H-32: Parable of the prodigal 2
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“ A Praying nme-f"nqy.f"f e

This Jittle fellow was tempted ‘ot to pray; :

but persevered and was at last the means of
Jeading his futber to ‘pray also. This boy ofice’

did not love to pray, but’ he fontid out that’ bt

was a sinner, and_he came ‘to Jesus and Jesus’
ve him a new praying heart and then ‘he
Fved to go to lnsr le room m pray doud as
little cbnmam always do.
He bad a wicked fatber who'did not know
anything about a “ praying beart ;’’ fo¥ he had
never asked God for ove, -QOne day when, be
came home from bis ‘business he heard a voice
as it some one was- talking in his little boy’s
room. He asked his wife what it ‘was. ,She|
told bim it was Jobnnie praying. This mde
him angry. ~He said he would bave pothifig of
the Kind in his hom “He tcld his Kittle boy in’
a decided tone; that if' he'@ared ‘to do it again,
he must Jeave the house and find. &nother
home. ‘This made Johnnie teel very sad. .He
knew bisfather always did just as he said, and
he had never been kind ‘to his children. Like
Danjel, when he was 'to be.cast intothe lien’s
den, Johnme knew 3ll be must suffer; but, be
determined to keep on praying. Next day his
father ¢agie home and found him praying again.
He went, at once, 10 his little room, and in a
groff veice, said, “ Pack up your things and be
off. I'll not have any of your pra: ng in my
house. You shall mot live with me.” This
wicked farher thought that ifibe could /get'nd |d
of this praying, his-comsci¢nce wonld npt trouble
him any morve. And sothe' poor fellow packed
up the little that was bis, andtook his bundle

and ‘walkéd down stdlirs to say ' good bye"
He went first:to his brother and eiuer and gave

th.m the good-bye-kiss. © Andithen, witha tull|are

heart, he Jeaned over the cradle, and pressed
his quivering lips. to those ¢f the ono be loved

so much. His mother stood;by wee

could he part with ber? . Ay Jast t rowmg hu
arms around her. nuk, and with the tears. in his
eves, Le sobbed, “ good by e. mother." . And
then the litde hero torped, | to his stern
father, and, holding out kis ha , said, % good!
‘bye, father.” Bus the tather could not stand it
sny logger. He copld not keep the bot tears
from bis eyes. No, He could ngt, dwr

all, drive away his noble boy, “ Jobnnie, you

need not go now. FPray for me. 1have been

a wicked man to try.to keep you from: pn;mg
I was wrong, you were right in praying.
y for me” was‘@ll‘thet 'be could say.

And Johonie did pray.’ ‘Yes? and the fatber
aved t00. He is ‘how a converted man,-and
Kwu, with his dear family, to bow before the
mercy sest. Don’t you ' think 'this iboy loved

Jesus more tban ever after. He''had bel

him to pertevere in prayer, and had made bis
father a christian ?° 'You see the Saviour:made

His promise, and did “ not suffer him to
got(:mpsed above ‘what be was able” 'to ‘bear.
This samé “ Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother will be & good 10 you, if youw will go'to
Him and ask Him for a praying heart: And
then, f your father or friends are not chris- | v
tiaps, you ma porhaps, lead them to seek the |

forgiven s o thmr sins.

Butlunbeuyonuy, “Itupolm'd to be
a chrisiian. 1 love to read these stories; but I
don’t know how 1o be s good dmumn SO §
great many others have felt just so, but found it
very easy when they were really in earnest, and
were willing to come to Jesus and fall into kHis

Joving arms.

A Jittle boy in Brooklyn, in a children’s meet-
ing, was weeping for bis sins and said ; ** I want
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