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For the Christian Messenger,
In Memoviam,

E. F. H. Fus'v. 12rH, 1865,
“ Blessed arg the dead who die in the Lord,”

I said farewell and left thee,
Dear one, sister ; truer friend
Ne'er drew the breath of life, nor whisper'd
Words of peace, and heaven-like assurance.
But alas for me! I left thee for all time,
Tho’ knowing it not,—I parted
Fromrthee carelessly, )
"Tis ever thus; yet why, O why do we
Still wilful make these heds of tharns
Aud after-life regrets ? More keen,
More hard to bear because the heart
We thoughtless wounded, was torn with grief
At thought of parting.
Stilled now its beatings—not stilled, but freed from
sin,

Throbbing in perfect unison with its Creator, Ged.
And thou art gone,~ahove thy head
The old trees in the church-yard wave,
And the winds sigh thy lonely requiem ;
Alope, far from those whom nature made most dear,
And this thy native-land, truly beloved :
To which thine eyes (dear speaking eyes were they)
Had often twrged, as doth the wanderer’s,
Fain would he breathe his last
Upon thy sod, heneath thy skies, Old Eangland.
‘“ Must these all go? But greater
(O God thou alone knows't how great)
These later ties—~This peaceful home,
Husband, and children too!
Can I leave him my chosen,
And my little ones ? parts of my self,
Who close into my heart have nestled $
For whom I thought no sacrifiee too great,
No'love too all-endaring,

But I have dreamed,
And in my dream, my home, my God I saw,
And now content, I leaye them all resigned,
Knowing that what He wills is best,
I fearless launch my trembling hark
Upen the stormy sea :
For is not Jesus at the helm, and
Through His blood shall I notreach the Auiet haven ?
Pray, O my husband,
That this to thy own good be sanctified.”

"T'was thus she spoke ;
Then joined triumphantly

" The unseen host of heaven,

Her father whowm she loved, and friends

Who knew her worth, and knowing, loved her well.

We lefy awhile to mourn along,

To buftet yet a little these stormy waves,

“This world of opposite attractions and desirés.”

Till for us each, comes the dread monster death.
Forgive the sigh, O Pather,

The wish that we at least had press'd

On lips and brow one long mute pledge of tender-

ness, '

Mourning our loss—mourning

Thy early removal. Yet will we say

From hearts well school'd to patience,

“ Father, Thy will be done.” With

Hearts of humble thankfulness,

That wait the blest re-union.

The ery of triumph jubilant,

* Behold, behold He cometh I”

May, 1865.
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Beligions.

Baptist Churches, a necessity,

RN - N

At the recent annual session of the London
Btp(in Union, the chairman, Ray, De, Ap-
8us, gave a most able address in vindication
of the position which Baptists oscupy, -After
the preliminaries, he remarked that he had
ehosen fgFf the subject of his address, 'Bap-
lisls. ;. théiy evistence & present necessily—
largely a conscientious conviction—always a
vepresentative and o deferice of important
'ﬂn':ud truths,’ 4 o

“1, The separation fr
the existing ::::c parﬁziu“‘

& necessity ; they pre excluded not
by their o chole 5

ists from all
0t 80 much
88 by the creeds and

“ Our Padobaptist Congregational -breth.

ixamost sympathy, define " the-beptin

is | infants, and s a #
them. | from its members.

we have

is enough for the water to be applied by
ouring or sprinkling to the person,’ mor
8 it necessary * for the person to be applied
to the water ’; baptism with them, therefore,
ia the application of waféer, and in the case
of children it implies simply the dedica.
tion of the child te God, by his parents.
Herein, they say, they differ from Baptists |
and intend to differ ; while, by nearly all
their trust.deeds it is .provided that these|
prineiples shall be perpetuated in their church-
es, be received or acquiesced in by the mem.

bers of those churches, and be maintained by
their pastors, '

asserting in their Confession of Faith that
baptism is either dipping or pouring or spriuk.
ling,. that it :shoulffl be administered not only
to those who profess faith in Christ and obe.
disnce to Him, but also “to the infants of one
or both believing parents,” They teach also
that baptiem is not only for ¢ the solemn ad.

Church : ‘it is also to him a sign and seal of

Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins,
and of his giving up unto God through Jesus
Christ to walk in newness of life,’ It is
therefore not only an act of dedication ; it is

gveness.' This prineiple is included in all
resbyterian trust.d _

so worded as to exclude all Baptists, The
question was raised in the Westminster As-
sembly itself ; and it was resolved by a narrow
majorfty to sot aside phrases which might
have made it possible for some Baptists to
join the body, Now, if we join their tellow-
ship, we must acquniesce ip infant baptism and
in this theory on its spiritual significance,

* The Church of England makes special
provision for the baptism *of these of riper
years, and who are able to answer for them-
selves,’ It also recognises ‘dipping’ as the

rp,m mode of administering the ordinance,
go ar it seems to be on our side. Yet, in
fact, dipping is not practised or provided for,
while it bids every eurate to admonish the
eople that baptism must not be deferred
onger than ¢ the first or second Sunday next
after the birth of the child,’ teaches that
baptized children alone are assured of salva-
tion, refuses Christian burial to any not bap.
tized, and holds ¢ that the baptism of infants
is in any wise to be retained.” 8o much fer
the mode and the subjects, Now for the sig-
nificance, This ordinance is mot only a
ledge and token of a Christian mian’s pro-
gssion ; it is & ¢eertain sure witness and
effectual means of grace by the which God
doth work invisibly in us and strengthen our
faith,) It is not only a sign of profession,
whereby * Christian men are discerned or dis-
tinguished, from others that be not christen-
ed’; bot it is a sign of regeneration or new
birth, whereby as by an instrament they that
receive baptism rightly are grafted into the
church; and the promises o? the forgiveness
of sin and of our adoption to be the sons of
God by the Holy Ghost are yisibly signed
and sealed, The infant after baptism is said
to be ‘regenerated by the Holp Spirit,’ to
* be received as God's own child zy adoption,
and to be incorporated into His holy church,’
He'is further §aid *to be dead unto sin and
to be made a partaker of the death of Ohrist,’
In after years the child is taught that thevein
he was ‘ made a member of Christ, a child of
God, and an ioheritor of the kingdom of
Heaven,” That no Huptist can subscribg to
these words i plain; and it was intended
that no Baptist should ‘be able to' subscribe
them, Paley reminds the clergy of his da
that the Articles are to he interpreted aceord-
ing to the intention of ‘the authorities who
framed them ; and it is notorions, he adds,
that those suthorities meant to exclade onl
Bl{ﬁm and Papists—these certainly ; thou
per #8 he thinks, fow besides, Baptism,
tb:':'h 'o_r:h ig tb:iﬂc';glhh Obnu:kil; to be ad-
winister or sprinkling to all
A PQ‘? .pud ‘pﬁ n‘.t"ol re.
and confirming faith :
that church “expects

generstion, quicken
and this is the beli

Presbyterian churches exclude Baptists by |k

mission of the party taptized into the visible |

the covenant of grace, of his engralting into |

a sealing ordinance of regeneration and of for- |

s, and these deeds are .

that _form it ; the Presbyterians and the
Church of England, They all expresaly tell
us that they hold them, and they avow the
bolding of them in order that the opposite
may be cobdemned, They affirm

6@ dootrines as among the things * most
2ly believed '~—as first principles of faith,
J'&ox ect .all who form them, intelli.
¥ %o believe or silently to acquiesce, I
kit is to be deplored iiat these practices
$heories should be made tests of equal
pmbership, and be incorporated in trust-
deeds;- but while they remain—while there
is this expeotation upon the one side and the
fledge of it on the other—we are kept
gelf-respect, by honeaty, by conscience.
A union based on freedom and equality, and
mutual foleration in things non-essential, it:
is eapy fo understand ; a union that is based
b9 sacrifice of principle, or that requires
acquigscence in what we deem error, is as

C S

fatalito our own usefulness as it is dishonour-

* Bometimes we. are taunted with making
Buch of & mere ordinance. Baptism, it

is said, e not & moral precept, morisit a
dootrinal truth, it is only a positive institu-
tion, The evil of dividing and weakening
hareh of Christ in unspeakably great ;
pirely a positive command, even if you
| 6,80, is less important than unity and
bportant than the great spiritwal truths

on which we sgree, We wight reply, If it
ia thus waimportant why lay it down as essen-
tial 7. Bus is it, as the case stands, a mere
ording: V All the three great parties, it
will be noticed, have affirmed infant baptism.

ve affirmed that baptism is indiffer-
Ipping, or pouring, or sprinkling, But
¥9 affirmed besides a1 on the sig-
08 and effect of the ordinance itself.
‘ ¢ maintaing that in the case
of infants it is only the dedication of the
child to God, and that ?Aaz is the Scripture
view of the institution, The Presbyterian
waintaing that it is a sealing ordinance,
assuring men of their interest wn the Cove-
naxt, With the Churck of England it is an
instrument and a means of grage, quickeni
and strengthening even in infants the spiritual
lite, Hach party has so defined and explained
this positive institution as to have made it
impossible, I suspect, for the rest to aecept
its views. The Presbyterian must think the
 Independant doctrine an unwarranted 1onin
down of Boripture teaching; and both must
think the lamguage of the %‘.ugliub Church a
delusion and a snare, It is not a mere ordi-
nance about which we arve contendiug ; it is
about the spiritual significance and efficacy
of it; both of which these creeds define,

‘* But even if it were a mere ordinance,
and comparatively upimportant, when onoe it
is made an article of faith, aud men are re-
quired fo assent to it before they can enter
into Christian fellowship, it rises immediatel
into. all the dignity of an essential truth.
Leave it out of the prerequisites of commu-
nion, and it way oreate no difficulty, Ask
me to copowr in it as Beripiusal, bring it
within the domain of conscience, and I can
no more profess what L believe Beripture
condemns, than I can deny the Lord that
bought me, or say with the fool, * No God !"
I feel, and I feel deeply, the evil of schism,
The Church of Christ, the temple of God, is
marred by our divisions, and by divisions on

ints which never ought to have divided us,

ut I hold with Hales apd Whicheote and
Jeremy Taylor, that * he is rather the sohis-
maric who makes upuecessary impositions,
than bhe who disobeys them because he carnot
do otherwise without violating his conscience.’
And this is our case. While churches insist
on avowing a8 an article of faith that the
baptism of infants must be admipistered, that
it 18 Bﬂiptuul dedication, that it is an ordi-
nance which seals their regeneration and for.
giveness—nay, more, that it is an instrument
of effecting both, what can we do but stund
sloof 7. Luther's words and spirit become

our model ; we dare not std we cqnnof yield !

A Ly ; way we hope 8 present necessity !

“ii, While all Qn'kq"ﬁqt‘b necessity,

o oy of. hes are compelled by the
o ow th ua o dok 10 ¥l be st oo O hn st of . Gl
m ptim‘n M.I!’ o the _Independent :Jb;l' *: preserve a'separate organisation,
Hhone o L held hae i, o those, iy Who b
r o ’ ie %mwhhmp |
| AT AT | | Way recognised by inspired sut
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by baptism into His vame. The church they
hold to be a congregation of avowedly be-
lieving men, In the firet age, belief was
avowed by baptism ; aud, copying the primi-
tive.model, it is the du'y of Christian church-
es to admit nowe to their fellowship but pre-
fessed, 4. e, baptized believers. Whether
this is the sounder view, and whether, it it
is, it does mot follow that we should decline
to recoguise as Christians, avy but those who
are baptised into Christ ; or whether it is not
more Seriptural to affirm, with Dr. Carson,
that while every Christian ought to be bap-
tized, it is rather a personal duty than a
church ordinance, and, like other duties which
are sometimes negleoted or misunderstood, is
not to be made the ground of exclusion from
the church unless the non-observance of it be
evidenoce of a disebedient spirit ; I am not
here to discuss, What I wish specially o
note is, that this view, whioh some have pro-
nounced narrow and uncharitable, is the all
but.universal view ot modern Christendom.
An unbaptized Christian is what the Church
of Kogland does not understand, and evea
our Independent brethren, who profess to re-
ceive to communion all who make a credible
profession ot being Christ's disciples, ire-
speotive of the mode of baptisw, do not seem
prepared to receivé to membership any but
the baptised, Baptism essential to member-
ship, ia the oreed of nearly every church ;
and therein wany of our brethren ooncur.
In their judgment sprinkling is not baptism,
nor is the baptism of infants a eredible pro-
inon of faith.” In this last the Iudepend.
e and the Preshyterian agree. H£ding
these views, our brethren conclude that bap-
tism as a profession of faith must be admin-
istcred toI all who .;.dk h(;hris:‘iqn fellowship ;
nor ¢an I understand how this deckrine

come to be regarded by those who Ntlh.;
hold the same doctrine as a reproach, or as aw
evidenge of a little mind or of a seotarian
spirit, I may go further. Littleness of
mind and a sectarian spirit are rather pro-
moted, as it seems to me, by those bo&«
that, besides requiring all the members to be

ng | baptized, require much more. 1 cannot join

the Eoglish Ohureh unless I hold that it is
lawiul thing for a Christian man to wear
arms and fight, to take oaths, and to punish
Christian men with death, unless I am pre-
pared to affirm that he who would be saved

g | must heartily believe the Athauasian Oreed,

and further admit, not only that baptism is
essentipl to church-membership, but that the
baptism of infants and the regeneration of
infunts by baptism is the law of Christ.
Many of these things are true : I may even
believe them all ; but. surely they ought not
to be made essential 10 Christian fellowship :
why exclude from your Chureh real Obris-
tians, baptiszed Christians, whe cannot hold
them ? 1 venture to say that if any Dissent-

y inﬂ chureh had laid down such minute details,
an

had required faith in them as essential
(0 membership, we should never have heard
the last of it from brethren who vow taunt
our churches with narrowness for requiring
-baptism alone, 8o of our Independent breth-
ren, They claim from all wha join their

the prerequisite of membership, but an se.

baptism as the law of Ohrist.
enpugh that I be baptized in a way they ad-
mit to be Beriptural ; they insist upon my
acceptance of a dogma which is nowhere laid
down in Boripture as esséntial to chureh-
wembership, and brand with narrowness those
who claim the same submission to what is
eonfessedly a Divine institu ion—the avowal
of faith by baptism. [ do pot mean, of
oourse, to question that the doctrine of bap-
tism is sometimes advocated in a sectarian
spirik, or that we are tempted to make more
ol it than Seripture makes ; » tendency which
[ fear we share with those who are not Bap-
tists, I deem it a tvial of our spirituality
and comprehensiveness that, while we are
called to defend the city of God itself, we
have sl to defend ap outpost of the city,
We are in dangor of Jesing sight of the yast-

uess pnd glory of the place, and have not
gmmﬂ? ined t.t.n&ynm is. the moss

! imagis
rtapt g all, 88 those who are
damdi '”_”&;‘% m th;?om.fo:k

fapt e Bre outposts to '
, . I
ol Tt ¥ S e il

churches not simply a belief in baptism as.

quiescence in ipfant bagtiam. snd Iin infans.
t. is. pow.,
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