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BIBLE LESSONS.
Sunday, Jeumary 15¢h, 1866,

Ltixgg xil, 12,21: '.lfhf.a';.4":.1,‘!3,!:1!5,~ o’f: the rich man.
A

MUBL XXX. 1-20:" David pursues, overtake
and defoats the Amalekites. ! s R
Récite—~Jauns v, 1-4, 7V
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Sunday, Jamuary 2%nd, 1866,
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Recite—~MATTHEW Vi, 33-35. _
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Beitter than Diamonds.

T was standing in the broad, crowded street
of'a large city. It was a cold, winter's dev.

rumbled loudly as they passed -over the frozen

ground. There was a clear, bright look, and a

cold, bracing feeling in the air, and a keen
north-west wind, which quickened every step.

Just then a little child came running along—a

poor, ill-clad child : her clothes were ‘scant and
threadbare ; she bad no cloak, and vo shawl ;
and ber little bare feet looked red and suffering.

She could not have been more than eioht years|it will not; we are confilent, ‘be decmed iTeve- v.from the fact ¢ © Sieat 1w
lant to our readers, who take.a spesial intenest | vessels in'tow, 'which were threadingl the. chan+

old. She carried a bundle in her landi Poor
little shivering child ! I, even:I, whe could do
nothing else, pitied ber. As she passed me, her
foot slipped upon the ice, and she fell; with a
cry'of pain : but she held the bandle tightly in
ber band, and jumping up, although she dimped
sadly, endeavored. to run on as beiore.

“ Stop, little girl, step,” rsaid a soft, sweet

voice; and a. beautiful woman, wrapped in a
large shawl, and with furs all arocnd her, came
out of ' a jeweller's store close by. . Pcer little
child,” she said, * are you hurt ? 18it dewn_ on
this step and tell me.” How I loved her, -and
bow_beant:ful she looked !
-4 Oh, T can not,” sajd the child, “ 1 ¢an not
wait—] am in such a burry. I bave beéen to
the shoemaker’s, and mether must finish this
work to-night, or she will never get any more
work to bind.” ‘

¢ To-night 2” said the beautiful woman—* to-
night 27 -

%es,” s2id the ¢hild—for the stranger’s kind
manner had made her bold—* yes ; for the great
ball to-night ; and these satin. slippers must be
spangled, and—"

The beautiful woman tock the bundle from'ﬁ saturnalia of the Doorga pocjah. The Obser-

the child’s hand, and unrolled it. You do not
know why her face flushed, and then turned
pale ; but 7, yes I looked into the bundle, jand
on the inside of the slipper I saw a name—a
lady’s name—written ; but—1I shail not tetl it
“And wberc does your mother live, little
’rl ?!9 .
So the child told her where, and then she

told her that her father was dead, and that her

little baby brother was sick, and that her motbher
bound shoes, that they might bave bread ; but
that sometimes they were very bungry, and
sometimes they were very cold ; and that her
mother sometimes cried, because she had no
money to buy milk for her Jittle sick brother.
And then I saw that the lady’s eves were full
of tears ; and she rolled up the bundle %uickly,
and gave it back to the little girl—but she gave
ber nothing else ; ne, not even one sixpence ;
and, turning away, went back in'o the. store
from which she bad just came out. As she
went away, I saw the giitter of a,diamond pin.
Presently shie came back, and ets
handsome cap y Tolled off. The littie girl
looked after hér for a moment, and then, with
her little bare feet eolder than thy were before,
ran quickly away. 1 went with the little girl,
and 1 saw her go to a narrew, damp street, and
into a small dark room ; and I saw her mother
—her sad, faded mother ; but with, a face so
swee$, so patien’, hushing and soothing a sick
baby. And the b:be slept; and the mother
laid it-en her own lap, and the bundle was
unrolled ; and a dim candle helped her with
her work, for though it was not night, yet her
room was very dark. Then, after a while, she
kissed Ler little girl, and bade her warm ber
poor little frozen feet over the scanty fire in'the
grate, and gave her a littde piece of 'bread, for
she had ro more; and thep she heard her say
her evening prayer, and, folding her tenderly 10
her bosom, blessed ber, and told her that the
angels would take care of her. And the litile
child slept, and dreamed-—oh, 'such pleasant
dreams !—of warm stockings apd new .sboes:
but the mother sewed on; alone. And as the
bright spangles glistened on the satin. slippers,
came there no repining into her heart ! When
she thought of her little child’s bare, cold - feet,
and ‘of the scant morsel of dry bread, which had
not satisfied her hunger, came there no vigions
of a bright room and gorgeous clothing, and a
table loaded with all that was pood and wice,
one little portion of which spared to her would
send warmth and comfort to her humble dwell.
ing? 1t suchthonghts came; andothers—of a
leasant cottage, and of one wbo had dearly
oved her, and whose sfrong arm had kept want
and trouble fram her apd her babes; but who
could never come back—if these thoughts did

come, repiningly, there came alsd anothier ; and
the w’ido':’o bands were é;atp:r :n hr‘hgd_
bowed dow in/deep contrition, as I beard her
say ! Father, forgive mwe ; for thou doest'all

tings well, and 1 will yet trust thes.” ¢
cl;¢ th&@cned ﬁ&ﬁﬁlwmﬁ
tered. Was it an angel?, Her' dress

spotless white, and she moved with & noiseless

step. She went to the bed where the lkem: which were endeavouring to ride out the

ping inie aj Carriages and palankeens were blown

did | the work of destruction’ commenced” jo

t"ﬂ“; of
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‘tknown before. Then a huge

§

one passed me; whose driess was of ¢ _
with only.a/rosebud ‘oun, ber bosom; ani

her, that she was indeed as an'angel of God.

The Cyclone it (i‘alclnta. ,
A cyclone of unprecedented violence fell on

on the 5th of October, and a brief account of

in the spirittal improvement of India, and!can:
not therefore be indifferent’fo its temporal ;i
terests; < . : w s it B
The close of the monsoon in Juéwer Bengal is
generally ‘marked. by. a/severe storm, and once
in‘about ten years by a fearful gale, thiée.of
which in 1832, ’42, and 52 are still remembered
with terror. Of these the most disastrovs was
thet of 1882, when the! Duke.of FYork, a vessel
of 1400 tons, was carried a mile inland“irom
Kedgeree, and imbedded in the rice fields:» But
even this tornadogeas by no means so violent,
noridid it c1eate so'much havoe, ‘as that of last
‘month ; and there is 'no.record of one of equal
fury since 1737, when alt the shipping' in Cal-
cutta was torn from' its anchorsge, and carried
up inito the towm, and the magnificént steeple of
the chureh, the ornament of the settlement, was
prostragted. . ! .~ . Ee ;
The aunual holidays, which last ten or.twelve
days, bad just eemmenced! when the eyelone
occurred, and the Europeans had genera:ly.dis-
Eﬁ;sed boliday making, and the natives were
ily employed iw preparations ifor thei annual

ke,

vatory in Calcutta, from motives of paltry,
economy, was in.change of a native: A re-
markable variation was observed in the barome-.
ter on the 4th ot October, but there were no
arrangements, as.in England, for giving notige
of it to the shipping, or hoisting a storm signal,
to enable.the commanders, to pre for the
calamity which it presaged., On Tuesday night
Lthere was a succession of squalls and rain, which
gradually increased in. violence till about baif-
past ten on Wednesday morning, when the
wind veered' round to the east,” and beaan to
blow with increasing energy. Towards mid-
day, a noise like that of thunder, appalied all
hearts, and gave noticethat the windsiot heaven
were let locse ‘on the' devoted: eity. < Nothing
could face the wind for an instant, and the
effect of its fury was apgravated by the rain
which fell in torrents. Trees,| which had & ood
t.e storms of a century, were uprooted in an
instant. Even the tamboos, which yield to the
wind and ‘remain uninjured, were sw t awgy.

3ong_,'ghe

streets like toys. Corrngated iron roofs were
torn off, and doubled .upas if they had been
sheets of paper. Pallisades and railings were
levelled with the ground, and the venetiau
windows and eashes smashed, and. the storm en-
tered the strengest, Eurorean houses, Within
two hours the eastern and southern suburbg, of
Calcutta were 3 complete wreck, and not a
tree was to be scen; it was, fo barrow the ex-
pression of the Spectator; as if the plouzhshare
of the Almighty had passed over them.

Strand road along the banks of river,” which is
ordinarily five feet above bigh water mark, was
overwhelmed by the waves, which brolse over it
with irresistable force, and ‘presented’ dirolling
mass of the debris'of careo boats and cargoes,
rice, jute, vattang, and balesof every deseription,

and here and there the huge bulk of some ship
or steamer beaved on ghore, .

most appalling. Owiog to the over-growded
state of the port, vessels were moored five
abreast. Many of them were filled with valoa-|
ble cargoes, in cowsequence of the great, efforts
which bad beén made to complete their lading
before the ¢essation of business during the hoh-
days. - The numbet of vessels in the Port
amounted to 265, nearly half of which exceodéd
1000 tons in burdew ; and the apgregare toon
at anchor on the wopning.of the 5th. of; April
was 183,000, ' Jt wag the highest spring tide of
the year, and, unfo‘rtqnatcly during the beigﬁ
of the gale, the boré' camé rollidg up with ex-
the south, and the storm/wave, rushing op 1
thie sea, raised the billows twenty fe«%ﬂ:s, ¢

Yo earful
their moorings, and, owing %o’

sdil of the bed of the river; in many cﬁ’r
| The

 §hid oy, mndnamired it Sih. s bhack. t{:tié wholes groufy was: dhshed-omthi shere;} pnerbyong:/ib T N S
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loaf was upon the  for ¢

ing the unfinished alipper from ber handiplaced
there a purse.of goldy and saidy in a veiee. like:
mpaic, # Bless shy Gad; whonisithe God.of the
father'ess and the \widow "'+—and she. wasgone ::
only; as.she went out, I'heard ber say-~4uBetter |stand
than diamonds ! Betier-than diamonds 17 'Wihat rigging «

conld she- mean 7./ Llooked at the mothers # With T%q
_ clapsed hands ‘and. streaming eyes, she:blessed {crowded
Loxg xii. 22-40; Worldly carg reproved. 1 Sk- her God, who had:sent an-angel to comfort her.

UKl XXx. 21-31: David takelll and dividéth the | So 1 went.away too; and. J.went: to a bright|

' _ and. whose |
voice was like the sweet.sound of- a silver lute.

, | No spangled slipper. glittereds. upon ber foot : |
There had been rain ; and altbough the sun was but. she moved 2s one that, treadeth, upon the

then shining brightly, yet the long icicles hung'| dir, . and' the divioe beauty of holiness had so | do
from the eaves of the houses, and the wiiecls| glarified her facey that. I. felty as 1 gazed: upon:

But it was in the river thiat ' the havoe whe! 3500, while the hu ber & ‘native huts'desfroyed

traordinary violetice.” The'wind thi ;f shifted#o{ from the shore at Cale

 earnést: - Viessels were speedily torn dWwa frﬂhim from ydestruetion ; but)inthe  a
loose’ allu ﬂm,wgﬁaf ing, no onecoyld be,
33«";*! s lifp io sheh g

.n-.,v by l‘,t‘{md

Twenty-one.vessels went.down at their ané¢hors

{there, such as the little old grate had never |a g | greater, number were gast on shore, .and
; i the .lengthﬁof’fve miles the bapkgﬁlﬁhitgq:rl\d

. table, and freshi milk. forthe sick:babe; Then a scene ’o}‘.unphra lelled destruction. = The How- |
she passed.gently before the mother, and draw- | rah side of the river, ‘opposite’vCﬂéutta{wnt-f
'{!ed two' ‘derise’ masses of wreck’; in otie" place}
fourbéén, in another'tore than eixty stéamers
and ships; ' huddled together’ and tangled:if in- !
rextricable : confusion, ‘someé with a single mass

“in_(he morning had been
e ships,

Bci

Vi
ckety of olation o ‘whie
Ty »‘t .'i'{:k' o )r ) B

‘\-""«,3:’2‘3.2‘{”2;' ee e

P

of one of the pilot vessels,—which gvas subse-
quently lodged 1n the fields beyond if,—and all
communiédtion with ' Caléutta’ was "broken offi

A3'Diamond Harbour, fifty niiles below Calvut:

idea may be formed of the strength of ihe tem-
Mm the fact that.a ldr';é steamer, and two

neld of' the Soonderbuns, ' were' catried” clean
another channel The district designated. the

 which lies to thesouth of Calcutta,. resembles a
‘vast plain withip a ring fence ; but the embank-
ments erected ‘to resist the ordibary rise of the
ride were otterly  powerless apainst the storm:
wave ‘which 'tolled vp’ from the ses ufill over:
{ whélined it5 ‘the loss of life and property has.
therefore been immense. 'Whole villages had
' disappeared, and the left -bank of the Hoogbly
 was, sirewed  with vthe .dead bodies of = men;

déers and bullaloes, of tigers and boa constrict-
ors, washed out of their lairs 'in ‘the Soonter.

|suivived the  gale ‘was-even: mére deplorabls
{ than that of those who had perished in:it; notd
{only had their habitations- with all their l:'tores
of grain been swept away, but the tam 8y -OF
por?ds, hageg'een ﬁﬂ‘:ad#i?g' salt water, and thou-
sands wereexposed to o lingering ‘death’'from
thirst and hunger. ' “Thé ‘most energetic ‘éfforts’
were made bythe Butopean: community inCal-
catta to send relief to the sufferers. . A meeting
was beld, sooniafter the gale, which was attenu:ig; 4
ed by representatives of all classes of Europeans,
wkho subscribed £2,500 on the spot,  Of the na-
tive gentry, six'only were present, who ex| ressed
great symyaihy with the sufferers, but their
subscriptions did not exceed £327, though tens
of thouspyds of ;pennds had -been squaud.red in
the previous weeck in the celebration of the
worship of Dporga poojab.

The wreck. of ‘the native boats rendered' it
difficult to disentangle the vessels which ‘were
locked togéther ou shore, and the hatives them-.
selves were too bury i repaivig the injuriesiof
the storm, and erecting sheds for their honseless
families, to spare their gerviges to. others; the
rice of labour had, therefore, risen to a fabu-
ous amount, and many monihs must elapse be-
fore the pori can assumeé ifs wonted appearance
of life. and activity. But the most imminent
danger from this visitation was the malaria'en-
gepdcred by the decomposition of the numerous
dead bodies lying in eveny direction, and which,
without the most energetie. Measures, was sure
to create a pestilence, 1n and around Calcutt
and a'ong the banks of the river befow it, At
Diamond Harbour, as reported by the command-
er-of & vessél;  the rivér was so strewed “Wish
dead bodies of men and animals, as.to-render
it difficult to steer. through them :and .farther
down the river, the whole night. was represented
as emitting the putrid efflu-ia of floating - car-
cases., Lhe first duty of the community, there-,
iore, was to dispose of the dead to preserve the
bealth of the living, but; this was not so easy a
matter, as there are few castes which will toueh |
adead body. *
Some time must elapse befGre any accurate
estimate ¢an be formed of the destruction of
life by this eyelone, ' It is reported that the
pumber of brick-built ‘Houses injared by it, in
and*aronnd CalCutta, amounts to more thah

totally Jost ; 139/ bave, sustainkd serious injuny,

Qng 38 are slightly damaged.. Of 54
and i

WIecss,; and

The lowést "Comput .‘
péo"p.en , 18 two millibns, ithout reckon
which must: arise from the ' interruption ot eom

s in the river at the t,ime,»‘ 29 are {otal

age | mercial operations, and the enbanced: price of | ™

-Ove, gallant, action  during the gale should
not be passed over. The Oovindpogq.‘ .8 vessel
of 1,100 toss,, wu.«oin,kgng‘gt no. frgq@tdis ne
, e at ( tta, and ‘the crew’ nd
officers had taken' refuge in the ‘fore-top,” The
inspector of police ‘off & large sum
 one -would swim: to_her, and 'resene

& g Ty ’
, & Seaman, w

canied, their wlm them.
< Mg Gl o Gl e
fiv 8ix ; and as they were

by the,storm . carried rrv.gmm.m“ ; ‘

———

rew

e How-

anding,: otbers, with masts and booms andy 1. -
g banging ﬁme’ in every form ot rowm.] ... ..

TOW: , - was in a few hours|

ﬁn% aro-of them, and of the hundreds of | : T
! : jats’ ‘connéeted 'with! this vast traffic not ‘one | by whiat is ‘ealled’ pluin ‘#pe

room, where ther¢ was.music, . #td. lights,; and| was t6-Beiseen. ' Barly in the-d~yy the casworks{beautiful it is when s seren e old man, kb -

sweet flowers ;. and. 1 saw young, happy faces; |k

and beautiful women, richly:dvessed, and spark-~|subside

| ling with jewels{ hobinons that Iygitm;}igﬁi. dn .

begn disabled,. and afier the, gale, which | th a sp
1ded, about sunset, the|City, of Palaces, was ness and love, at 3 timely moment, draws
al darknees to meditate on the scene|a young map whose B
Tose, bright and cheer-
Gk, BExbe Geloll

‘fearried aw.{\{ eatly i the gale, by the bumping

ta, allthe offices were swept: away, and; thej
the town of Caleuitn, and the disteidt around it, | Whele, place . becawe. & mags of ruins;' Some

ovér awisland and' dte lavge trees, and east into

Twinty-fonr FPerguonas, ;& large portion .ot} '

to its own

rals.
are completed by ‘this enormuus haman
which is wielded by‘Sir Morton Peto; there also js
to -be takendinto
of stcam; bydeaulic’ power, and; ot hor anpki

: y e
d] (e hﬁ"’""haﬂ@ﬂ“ docks, barbours, railways
is stated at more than 80,000. 21 vessels are}30d other coms

fd
amount of money yearly distributed by .this firm
o et a3 oo il ok e
10 & vast sum ©'W

5, and 15 have béen’ essenuially injared. | 8° UPON'; BOt'if 'we estiniite the ‘wages: oflhll’
ol zﬁion of ‘the ac 6{1 Toss of | ¢'asses of the employed

of theology in: the idea of ‘the: little:

r:! srmm;mmm m’m}
OoK&MDd pray, hug it was, pretty bard,

)
or

the
“of the mew and officers were

stern.” “We' trust the

the. way, of youth,ina spirit of ineffable gentle-

3 o

png map whose disposition he :
and says to bim in plain words, % My son, |
'dnd thes you are livig, ah a'&

sueh “a ‘Tifé i you persist

'did~admifistering to; him plainy butkind and
loving words of aebuke | That yonng wan; will

spe At.80 8ank dowh into his bLeart.

d

webe-below the standardy of-haaith; and should -
g?ewd with same. nauseons medicine, and
wherever he could see a man’s mouth open, put
‘M a pinch, making himself a pest to the whole
community = Thére are niny’ _persons "thit, as
religious reformers, are impértindnt, “iﬁtrusi‘ve,
void of good judgement; annoying, proio?hig.

= Restrnm‘ta"j_ana “Peralties)

" “Rev. Dri Osgi
‘vacation letters from Fairfield, Conn,, “to the
Christian Inguirer, { Unitaridn,) tells' humorots

Iy how big eountry residence was enitered a few

nights‘ago by burglars, who penetrated even ths
room where lie wasisleeping; and ook bis watch,

women and children, intermingled with those of | his purse, &el'* He says v Feonfess to not be-
| ing strengrhened by this experience in’ my“oon-

victions of ‘the présent

£
§

fection of the humaw »

bons.” But' the fate of ' those who “mighit 'lave | race, and fivd myself fess' agreeing “thun ever

with those of oy friends' who think all cedreion

a mistake, dnd ‘humsan ' nature ‘may be leftfide
pensities. - Hell and the hangman

are not inideed the pillars of ‘doviety, nor of our

creed, vet L am not quite’ willing to give tp'the

constable ‘ag a’social power, and retribution 4s a

Christise doetrine.”  ‘Phis personal forin. of the

argument for retributive justice will sometimes

quite everpower all oreeds to the contra ry,

>

Gentua and Accomplishments,

Themistocles, when asked o play upon alute,
said, “ I cannot' fiddle, but I ean‘make a village
and a great'city”" Corneille ‘did not speak cors
réctly the lavguagé of ‘which he was’ sach ‘a
master.  Descartes was silent in mixed soeiety.
Addison was unable to converse in eompany.
La Fontaine was coarse and stupid when sur
rounded by mep, The: Countessof Pembroke

said of Chaucer, that Lis silenc® Was more agree-
able to her than bis.conves

ion.+ Dryden said
bhe was upfit for, company., Henee it bas been
remarked. ¢ Mediocrity ¢an talk : it is for gepius
to'observe)tr 40 h ' g ¢
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'THE Capparss ow Larour.—Theother day,
when speaking of the opportunitiesi which had
fallen to his Jot of; forming .a just sestimate of
the ‘working classes, Sir, Morton Peto stated

that for years past his firm had employed not

less than' 30,000 men in - their different works.

These consisted, of course, of persons of various
classes, who, as this great contréctor rémarked,

were employed. in differént parts’ of the world,

and, comprised the people of many lands, Fitty
or sixt

years .ago: the, guidance of ¢4 mavy
handy by;one head, for :any. other than warlike
parposes, would not have beeh thought of. It

seewls even in rhesd days a warvellous fact that

Sir Morton Peto's army, which is engaged in
advancing the civilisation of the world; shoald
be an namerons agithobe commanded, by the
Duke, of Wellington. and othen, moted , gene-

esidus the nsvantage of‘ff:e works whie
power

ideration theoadditional aid

v tructions are made. . Apd

various materials most amouns
"We bave no certain figures’ T&"

at’ 1 a'week “on an’

fiing that | 3verage ior.each man;. the item would amount
Pt 101,560,000/ iw the year, ‘Theieare many oher : \
uster establishments and it is:one of, the pe=. -

arkable signs of the present e,that these ape
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had 3 ,?W en stepp . hoat
sichs sent Irom the steamer % N
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1 tbm,ﬁé’fd‘ﬁ #'great deal of mischiel” dove'
‘Bpéaking T andiyer; ow'

ad, watched,

thus .
1. the ay(’)‘ﬁ'f%iﬁ‘éﬁd&’
. ,, _ i 1t "L doing Tor Kins
P8 TROTO IV EA) ; | e ifiwhat his' father ‘ar mqthér,"of " Snipfoyer Tnever -
oyclone 'was' ?fel’ ‘with sequal ' yiolence!
lown.the rivers | Few lof the: vesselsescdped its:
fory, . ‘The telegraph office at. Kedgeres. was

!
1

th andibyy and when. he does turn, and:,
& fb‘.!,. of E? way of "iﬂfh"’»"“*”@ , he ;!ﬁ’:
wil for e, beauty of that faithfulness of

eech that so But,”
‘or’ the'other hand,'therd are many. men that vie
®'this-faitbfuliess'of “speceli; who:are like
a physican that. 'should coucjude thavall.men -

sgood, in'the last of hispleasant

o
Al A el Be ated A At bl ml B e et Bl S o el B sl e - AL & o

A B Baaadd .

o v Ot Bk st & A




