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& GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.

. editor solicited the aid of Dr. Neander, then

o As my other labors woald not permit me to
b (en B aptis?)' for thed

_ <ffectuall

NEW SERIES.
YoL:. X. No. 16.

I

HALIFAX, N. 8., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 1865.

. Gorvespoudentce,

For the Christian Messenger.
BAPTISM.

Extracts from eminent Pedobaptists.
No. 2.

REV. J. JACOBI AND DR. NEANDER.

The following testimony is the plaioly ex-.
pressed conviction of two eminently learned
and faithful men. Et is from Kitto's Cyclo-
pedia of Biblical Litcrqture, article, Bap.
tism. Io the preparation of this article the

the church Hfstorian, and Professor of The.
ology in the university of Berlin. On ac-
count ot previous engagements*Dr. Neander,
with the editor’s conseat, consigned the sub-
jeot to the Rev. J. Jacobi, of the same uni.
versity. “In duc time,” says Dr. Kitto,
“the MS. of the present article arrived,
accompanied by the following note from Dr.
Neander, to whcse inspection it bad previcusly

been submitted by the author :—” ?

quested  dear friend, J. Jucobi, fo undertake
it, who by his kaowledge and critical taleuts,
is tully qualdfied tor the task, and whose the.
ological prineiples are in unison with my own.
—A. Nranpeg,

Tuus Rev. J. Jacobi writes and Dr. Nean-
der endorses : —

“ INFANT BaprisM was established neither
by Cnrist nor the upostles. In all places
where we fiud the necessity of baptism noti-
fied, either io a dogmatio or historical point
of view, it is evident that it was only meant
for those who were capable of compreheniing
the word preached, and ot being couverted to
Christ by un act of their own will.. A pretty
sure testimony of its non-existence in the
Apostolic uge may be inferred from 1 Cor.
vii. 14, since Paul would certaioly have re-
ferred to the buptisw ot children for s
holiuess (comp. Neander, Hist. of the Planting,
&e., i. p. 206). But eveu 1o later times, sev-
eral teachers of the chureh, such a: Tertul-
lian (De Bapt. 18) and others, reject this
custow ; indeed, his eburch in general (that ot
North Atrica) adhered longer than orhers to
the primitive regulations. Kvin wheu tap-
tism ot children was already -theoretically
derived from the apostles, its practice was
nevertheless for a long time coufiued o a wa-
turer age.

In support of the contrary opinion, the
advocates in former ages (now hardly any)
used to appeal to Mat, xix, 14 ; but their
strongest argument in its favor is the regu-
lation ot baptizing all the members ot u house
aud tamily (1 Cor. xvi. 15; Acts xvi. 83 ;
xviii, 8). Lo wyoe ot these instunoes has it
been proved that there were little children
tmong them ; but, eveu supposing that there
were, there was no necessity for excluding
them from baptism in plain words, since sich
exclusion was understood as a matter of
course. Many circamstances ¢onspired early
to introduce the practice ot infant-baptizing,
The conlusion between the outward aod in-
ward couditions ot baptism;and the magical
effect that was iwputed to it; confusion of
thouzht aboat the visible and invisible church,
condemniog all those who did  pot beloug te
the former ; the docteine of the watural cor-
Tyption of man go closely conuected with the
preceding ; aud, finally, the dosire ol distiu-
guishing Christian children from the Jewish
and Heathen, and of commending them more
Y to the care of the Chrisiian com-

mynity—all these circumstances aud many

more have contributed to the introduction of
lntwat baptism at & ‘Very early period,”
A Jittle farther on we have their admission
Ahat primitive baptism was the imwersion of
th;h(o&'body in_water,
o s [Christ's] name, meapt to receive ba
M}h'&iiﬁh]et that z?a . ot
onsiiued i the idea of

i i Ji g g
aw&%,m; The profession of faith

*qy this u.‘f‘)i&”‘:ﬁf Was_sagh 43 0 con.

| also the formula of

baptism in the name of Christ, wor. according |
t> Matt. xxviii. 19, of the Father, Son dnd

Holy Ghost, when the whole body was im-
mersed in walter,” . '

while he thus admits that infabt baptism is
d.stitute " of scriptural authority, and most

*To be bgpt,ued‘
bap- | These large huild ugs bei

wer and dignity |
of a%i!‘h '“‘:“'

In this same articla the Rev. Mr. Jacobi,

lucidly exposes its origin, he earnestly labors
upon a human foundation to establish and de-
tend its practice. In concluding his defense
tor infant baptizing he sums up bis reasons
for it in these words. -* Nature and experi-
anoe teach us, therefore, to retain the baptism
of children, now that it is introduced.” This
is only another of the ever varying theories
urged in its defense, and quite unsatisfactory
to those who receive the Holy - Bible as * the
supreme standard by which ali human conduet,
creeds, and opipions should be tried.’ « T
the law and to the testimony ; if they speak
not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” 1 Thess. v. 21.

D. O. PARkER. |
A bordale, March 20th 1564.

For the Christian Messenger.
Acadia "College.

Mr. Edilor.

The worthy Treasurer of our College, has
often to complaip of the manver in which wef
Tor, §T% RN lipgreoe “’0 g ., which i .:
difference in the number of eommunications
in the C. Messenger some ycars ago, and at
the present time. He also enquires whether
this is owing, to our considering tte College:
as a fixed fact, or to a diminution of ‘joterest
in the watter. Probably the first is the case
with some, including wuuy of these holding
Scholarships, who think 1hey bave done their
share, forgevtiag that they have the worth of
their money.; avd that it is’ tor their interest
to still coutribate largely, aud give all their
influence to every neasure caleulated to raise
Acadia in wealth, position, and usefulness.
Whatever increases the efficiency ot te Col-
legu renders their Ssholarships the more val-
uable. Perhaps indifference wuy keep a few
from doiog their duty, though ot the amount
of apathy, and the general teeling towards
Acadia, [ think we can bhardly judge by the
vumber of the articles written iv advocucy of
her elaims. The greater number ot the com-
munications with which the Messenger was so
well supplied in years goue by, cawe from a
lew writers, somoe of whom are now receiving
their rewarl. Some are too far removed to be
ablo to attend to the interests-ol their tormer
work in Nova Soptia, apd some no doubt are
still as much attached to Acadia as ever, bat
think tbey have written enough. The Treas-
urer invites the aid of the pens of those who
can write, I would suggest that thosc who ean
do anything elsc should de it, and if any esn
write who can do but listle besides, let them
write, 8o that it may be said ot each one ot
us, * He hath dore what he condd. It there
ever was a time when * Acadia” was needed
by -the cause ot Christ it is' the present.
When the Mannings, Hardings, Dimocks, and
their co-workers, laboured, they  had little
else beside ignorance of the truth to contend
with, Now the ambassador ot Christ, meets
with spiritual wickedness supported by learn-
ing, talent and prejudice, to meet which he
needs talent well-umproved by edacation, as
well as the armor of truth. Without Acadia
to furnish the education, it is evident that
such men can not be obtained for the Master’s
worky in Nova Scotia. Brother, Sister will
you do wha! you can for Acadia—{for the
Master—uhis year ? H.

L ————————
Mr. Spurgeon’s Church.

Mr. Spurgeon commenced his pastorate in
the Park.Street. Coupel in Junuary, 1864,
The church and the co tion were then
ip & low and scattered ttate. The chapel,
whiclywill hold about 1,200, was #oou crowd.
ed, and Kxeter - Hall, or the Surrey Masic
Hall, was eagaged tor the Sabbath eveni
heles found luu::;m
to apcom 10 the crowds that thronged: to
hear the young preacher, the present taber.|
pacle was coustructed, which seats 5,500, und
snd holds whea packed, 6,600. Tois has!

Park Street, was 1

members, when the church rem;)ved trom

,178. ' The number now
is 2.881, '

The total number of admissions since Mr.
Spurgeon’s pastorate began is 8,569. Ot
these forty-seven have become Christian min-
isters, and seven city missionaries.

I'he officers ot the church are an assistant
teacher, ten ‘deacons chosen for life, and
twenty-three elders elected annually. The
deacons attend exclusively to the temporal,
and the elders éxclusively to the spiritaal af-
fairs of the church. : '
(andidates for church membership.have an
inforview with one of the elders, some of
whom attend at the Tabernacle for that pur-
pose every Wednesday “evening, If satisfied
with-the candidate,. the elder gives a card,
which qualifies for direct intercourse with Mr.
Spurgeon, who has a fixed time set apart for
that purpose. - It he thinks favorably of, the
case, the name of -the person is announced at
a church meeting, and visitors are appointed
to make the most careful inquiries. If this
investigation is satistactory, the candidate ap-
pears at a ehurch meeting, where he is exam-
ined by the pastor, after which he retires, and
the visitor gives his report on the case. [tis

then proposed'to the church forits adoption, |

and, if approved, the pastor gives the right
o! fellowship. = As soon after this as

ent, the candidate is baptized, apd e

6 first Subbath in thesmongh, unites

the pex
cognizéd before the whole church by again re-
wigg the right hand ot fellowship,

fhember on admission, and at the be-
t each year. receives a ticket corres-
Wg with the periods ot communion. These
ure collected by the deacons jast betore
the communion service commences. The
numbers and dates of the ticket correspond
‘with their names in the church books. so that
the absentees are known, aud inquiry in due
time is made respecting them,

This forw ot church government has risen
out of the peculiar circumstances of a rapid
increase ; and it has secmed thus far to ans-
wer all the ends of communi)n, and diseciplioe,
and co-operation contemplated by a Christian
chureh. It enablesa church of nearly 3.000
members to observe all its ordinances with or-
der, solemnity, and profit. Besides presiding
over this targe church, and preaching very
Irequently on week-duys in various paris o
Eogland, Mr. SBpurgeon has under his man-
agewment a TheologicalTnstitution, susta ned in
great part by weekly offerings at the Taber-
nacle.  These offerings average trom £20 to
£40. The sum total” of collestions aud sab-
scriptious for five weeks, between Nov. 21
and Dece, 19 was £283, or nearly $1,500.
Not content with these @ouble labors, Mr.
Spurgeon bas just commenced the publication
of a wmonthly religious magazine, eotit'el,
The Sword and the Troxel. a Record of Con-
flict with Sin, and of Labor for the Lord.

Truly he is one ot the marvels ot the age,
a second Wesley, for energy, industry, and
success, Let us, to nse Puul’s pbrase, * glo-

rity God in him.”— W, 4 R,

P —— ————— . S—

Modern sins in old times.

It is a little curious that many of the cus-
toms which good ‘people moura over in our
age prevailed 10 a greater extent in the early
ages of the church, Few living ministers
deslas faithfully with the sins of those who
turn the house of God into a saloon for ex-
ibiting ‘the newest fashions, as Chrygostom
did fitteen hundred years ago, in Constauti-
nople. The following is a specimen *

‘The rieh lords and ladies come hither, and
think ‘not of hearing the Word ot God, bat
ot showing themselves; how they shall sit
dowa with tho greatest cisplay, surpass ‘each
other in the magnificence of dress, and attract
at'ention by their looks and giit. The lady
thinks, “* Has this and that person seen and
udwired me? Is my dress becoming? Are
its folds disarianged 17 Then comes the man
with many slaves, who clearthe way for him.
When 'he bas'taken his seut, bis thoughis wan-
der to his basiness, or to his mouey ; that
which ies him without'does not leave him
here. ‘And: yet. such ' persons verily believe
they > abe “comferring & {uvor upon us, the
ghurch, and even Uoﬁ

pever failed to be we!l filled. The number of

ence.. Unn they be helped in this place ?

FERIC oot
. | ouFpriv

WHOLE SERIES.
Vor. XXIX. No. 18.

:

Should one go to th® house of a physician,
and instead of listening to his advice, and re-
ceiving the medicine allow his thoughts to be
on his dress, or his money, could he receive

seem not even to suspect that it is the house
ot God into which they enter; they feel no long-
ing, no need of drawing near to God when
they are here.

This has ruined the church that you seek
not to hear a discourse which produces a
change of heart, but one wkich delights by
splendor and order of beautiful words ; as if
the church were established to the end that
singers and harpers might here display their
skill. Awnd we who preach are such misera-
ble men that we yield to your desires instead
of opposing them, and instead of changing

you and drawing you to God, we court’ your
applause,

‘“ This do in remembrance of me.,”

THE THANKSGIVING,

“ In everything give thanks ; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”—1 TuEss 6 :

18.
God wills that we should be thankful and
therefore he has given us 80 much to be thank-
ful for, Where can we look, and not see
something to be thankful for ? ,
8, Or at our prospe
all call upon us to be thankfal,

ts, cae’
Has thi

ther given us his only-begotten Son, to boh

Savijur, Sucrifice, and Intercessor, and shall
we not thank him? Has he enrolled our
names in his book of lite, placed us for se-

curity in the omuipotent hand of Jesus, and -

assured us by his hallowed lips, that it is his
good pleasure w0 give us the kingdom, and
shall wb not be thaokful? Has Jesus laid
dows his life for us, made over his righteons-
ness to us, aond taken us into union with him-
self, and shall we vot be thankiul, Has the
Holy Spirit created us anew, revealed Josus

to us, cleared up our interest in hiw, and led®

us tc enjoy all the privileges of his people,
and shall we ot be thuoktul 7 Are the people
of Gol our people—are the promises of God
our portion—ure all the trials of time over-
ruled fur our good—and is heaven, with all its
glory, peace, and blessedness, ours torever—
and shall we not be thankful? Never, ney-
er, never, should one cowplaining word be
uttered by us. Never, never, should ome
wurmuring thought be encouragel by us, bus
by day aud by night, at home avd ubroad,
everywhere, aud in.ull things, we s 01ld give
thavks. O tor a gratetul heart, » thankiul
spirit ! My soul, otten look back te the rock
whence thou wast hewn, down into hell merit-
ed by-thy sius, 2nd up to the heaven prepared
tor thy reception, and thus kindle atresh the
tne fire ot gratitude within thee,

thanks a!ways for all things unto God and

™ Giviqg
the Fatlér in the nadle of our Lord Jesus Curist,”
—Epugs. 5: 20.

Personal.

When you see one dying, or are told one is
dead, do you sometimes thick, * What if is

were 1 7"—aud thig with a leeling of selt-grate
ulation that it is not you? '

But it will be you—dying—passing from.

this life to the lite beyond——you,
Kiernity. The day,

you. ¢ I felt it an awful thing to enter Kter-

gone into

nity,” my neighbor said ot his sense of near -

death in the sickness trom which he hid Just

recoverod. It was & perception of reaiity.

not seen in health and satety. Then the seul
is too densely veiled by the bodily senses of

this world to see the realities beyoud this .

world.  And there isa philosophy that weaves
a specious but false seeming over them, covor-
ing their terrors with blauk nothingness or
pleasing illusion. Yet at the preseuce of

death the illusion vanishes, and the awfual

truth appears,

Some die, * making no sign,” entwardly ;
others evince fear, distress, horror of soul,
such as one, would not suffer one hour, cne

‘thé Lord, by their pres-

winate, for a thousand times all this world
'can be t0 any lite in it, Some die.pescetaly,
'joylutly, triumphantly— some in. .assursnce of
heaven, others in opea vision of it. . -

| A wan who in words denied the Saviour, .

yet suid, a3 he passed me, she.morning tollows

any bevefit from the physician? The people .

the hour is approaching -

-~



