~ Hlouth’s Department.

BIBLE LESSONS.

Sunday, December 3lst, 1865.

Joux vi. 43-71: Christ continues his address.. 1
Kines iv.: Solomon’s glory and wisdom. -
Recite—~Exopus xx. 3-17. : The ten conumandments,

Sunday, Japuary Tth, 1866,

Joux vii. 1-18: Jesus conversing with his brethren.

1 K1NGs v.: Preparations for building the Temple. | P2

Recite—JouN vi. 46-47.

John Vime Hall

AUTHOR OF % THE SINNER'S FRIEND.”

Havirg given in two or three previous nugp-
bers the early life of this remarkably useful
man, our young readers will be pleased to have
anotber brief sketch or two of bim. We there-
fore select tbree—the first shews bim as the
drunkard

RESCUED AND BAVED.

Thursday, Jan. 1, 1818. Ah, my poor dear
children, your bappy faiher scarcely knows how
to begin bis record of ancther year. The mer-
cies of the year that is past are so great, that
your poor father bardly knows where to begin

the praises of that God who_has saved bis lite
from destruction, and wbo bhas crowped him

with loving-kindness and tesder mercies. But,|P

my dear sons, as | bave already brought down
my narrative to the 29th of November laei, |
will shortly state to you the simple occurrence
of Christmas day, In the morning of that
blessed anpiversary, you, my dear children, to-
gether with your mother and your father, were
all assen bled round the fire before breaktast,
wisbing each other a bappy Cbristmas, and be-
ing foll of joy, we all joined in einging,
% Praise God, from wkom all blessings flow,”
Your motber and myself, looking at each other
and then on you our dear children, and teeling
in our hearts the love ot that beneficent Being
who bas been so merciful towards us, were con-
.strained to lift up our bearts with gratitude,
while our eyes did indeed overflow with joy.
Even yeu, my dear children, young as you were,
appeared to enter into these feelings, for you
united in singing, * Grace, 't is a charming
sound,” and you sung it with all your might;
after which we bad family preyer, and at the
proper time we atiended the morning service at
chapel. We spent the bappiest Christmas day
that we bad ever known in our whole life be-
fore ; yet neither your mother nor your father
tasted even a drop of any kind of wine or liquer,
As not even the cheerfulness of Christicas could
move your father trom his purpose, so your kind
mother also was determined that she would not
take any wine on this day. Have we not
boundless cause to rely with implicit copfidence
on that benevulent Being who bas already done
such great things fo1 us, and who bas brought
{our poor father out of a horrible pit and placed

is feet on a rock, and put a new song into bis
mouth, even the praise of God. Now, my dear
childgen, this is the entire work of that gracious
God, wi.o has brought your tather through fire
and through water to feel unfeigned delight in
studying bis boly word every day for the last
fitteen months ; and the Bible has indeed been
¢ a lamp to his feet and a light to his path,”
to guard bim from evil and to guide him, under
the wfluence of the Holy Bpirit, into the way
of lite everlasting. Oh then listen 10 the ad
monition of your anxious parent, who is bimself
a striking monument of the mercy of that God,
who will surely answer your prayers if you call
upon bim in sincerity and truth, through the
medium of bis beloved Bon, who not only made
atonement for your sins, but shed bis precious
blood tor the sins of the whole world. 'There-
fore 1 beseech you, by the mercies of God, never
to listen to the ipsinuations of Satan, that your
sins are too great to be pardoned, for that can
neyer he the case while Jesuy Christ continues
to be our Advocate and Intercessor at the
tbrone of merey,

Next we give a picture of bim, drawn by
bis son Rev, Newman Hall, surrounded by bis
family, spending

BUNDAY EVENING AT HOME,

The family scene on a Bunday evening, when
parents and children sat round the fire repeat-
ing bymns, will ever be fresh in the memory of
us all. He always commenced, the child op bis
left hand tollowing, and so on, round and round
the cirele, till it was time to break up for even.
ing service. With what pathes would he re-

at bis special favorites, such as, “ Ob for a

eart to praise my God.” * Guide me, O thou
great Jehovah,” ete. And sometimes, with pe-
culiar solemnity, he woald interrupt the repeti-
tion by urging on us 1o give our hearts entirely
to God, so that we might all meet, a redeemed
family in heaven. This hallowed exercise of
lpcakia= to one another in psalms and hymuns
and spiritual songs would then close by all unit-
ing in singing,

“ May the grace of Christ our Saviour,
And the Fathex's boundiess love,
With the Holy Spirit's favor,
Rest upop us from above ;

lh& we thus abide in union

ith each other. nnd the ‘Lovrd,
And in sweet communion
Joyl : earth cannot afford.”
el ¥ Loy

o

3

e

December 27, 1865.:

centive to personal piety by those at home, and
a precions of sympatby with those afar off.
My brother‘Artbar, referring to these family
gatherings, writes, “ Hallowed seasons these.
Often, when tossed upon the billows of the
deep, or upon the still more dangerous depths
of sin, has the returning Sabbath evening bour
ct hymns and psalms been to my soul like the
sheet-anchor to a storm-tossed mariner.”

And the last is
HIS DEATH BED.

For upwards of fifty years bis heart had been
linked with that of his wife by ties never sur-
ssed in strength and tenderness. For up-
wards of forty years the name of Jesus bad
been music to his soul. These two passions
absorbed his whole being. He enjoyed all
pleasures, perfcrmed all duties, loved all relations
and friends, in connection with them. He had
no aim, no affeetion apart.

‘On Thursday mornipg be endeavored in vain
to speak to ps so that we could understand him.
These words alone were distinguished : ** Pass-
ing away, passing away.” Thep, ¢ Jesus!
Jesus!” Then, “ He is! be is !I” 1 suggested,
+ He is here, be is precious.” He nodded as-
sent, and we caught the word * Pray.” We
knelt round bis bed in supplicativn that Jesus
would speedily release his dear servant, and
take bim to join the great congregation of the
saints made perfect. He earnertly respended,
“ Amen I”’ lifting up bis hands as if eager to be
gone. Then after putting bis arm once more
round my mother’s neck, be gradually sank into
a state of stupor, out of which, on Baturday
morning, September 22d, at twenty  minutes
ast five, he awoke in 1he immediate presesce
of * The Sinner's Friend.”
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The Close of the Year.
BY NORMAN ll_ACLEOD, D. D.

“ Remember all the way the Lord bath led
thee ” during the past year,

Remember His Mercies—Calmly review, as
far as you can, what God bas given you these
bygone monibs,

Havye.you been blessed with bodily bealth 7
If so, consider what a gift it is to be spared the
torture that some endure : the restless, feverish
nights ; the long weary days; the unceasing
pain ; the no-hope of relief in this world.
Have you been blessed with mental health ?
If so. think of the mercy of not baving been
visited with insanity, or of having been freed
from the suffering of even mental depression, so
touchingly described by the poet as

« A grief without a sigh, void, dark and drear,
A stified drowsy, unimpassion’d grief,

That finds no natural outlet, no relief,

In word, or sigh, er tear !”

Think of the merey ot baving been sble to
enjoy God’s beautiful world, and to feel the life
in its scenery, its music, and its blue sky, dur-
ing the summer that has passed, as you walked
along the sea-shore, among the wools, across
the green fields, up the glen, over the moorlands,
or gazed on the glorious landscape from the
windy summits of the old hills. Health of body
and of mind !—Ob, common, most blessed, yet,
alas | bow often unnoticed, gifts of God !

Have you received other mercies conpected
with your temporal well-being? Perbaps at the
beginning of the year (as at the beginning,
maybe, of many year before) things looked very
dark for you and yours. Yet * hitherto " God
bas helped you. You may never bave had
more light on your path than what enabled you
to take the next step with safety, but that light
has never failed you, God has been plenrsed
thus to discipline many of his people, You
may, possibly, remember also peculiar deliver-
ances :—from sickoess ; from money difficulties ;
from bodily dangers; with unexpected additions
to your means of comiort and of usefulness.
Again, call to remembrance your social mer-
cies, which have come more indirectly through

| Bour you HAVE SoRROWS TO REMEMBER,

these. ‘The sunny days may come and go un-
oeeded, but the dark ones areé all registered.
We cannot forget that * the Lord taketh away;"
but why do we ‘not as vividly remember that
the same Lord “ giveth,” and that in both cases
we have equal cause, did we only see it, to ex-
claim, * Blessed be the pame of the Lord !" 1
ask not what these sorrows have been. Enough
that they are very real to you, or to those who
are bound up with you in the bandle of life. It
was a weary time to you in the wilderness, and
it is well to remember that portion of the way
in which you have bLeen led, which wasas a
dark valley and shadow of death. _,

Axp WHAT OF Sin? That is what makes
it so hard tor us to remember the past journey,
The backslidings and talls in the way ; the care.
less straggling bebind ; the lazy resting places;
the slow progress ; the careless devotions; the
misspent days of the Lord ; the opportunities
lost of doing good to others, or of receiving
good ourselves, through procrastination, sloth,
#nd indifference ; the manifestation of our un-
loving and selfish spirit toward our brother, in
envy, bad temper, backbiting, jealousy, or un-
guarded speech ; the little done or given for
God's work on earth, in charity to the poor, or
to * our own flesh ” who required assistance ;
—the everything, in short, w(!nich deters mem-
ory from looking steadily at what it could blot
out for ever from its record ! Yet it is of great
importance that this portion of the journey
should be remembered ; although it is not for
the way in which God led wus, but which we
choose for ourselves in our ignorance aud self-
will. Ponder it well! Recall what your con-
duct bas been in avoiding temptation ; bow you
have made use of the means of grace ; the days
in which you may have lived without God or
if you prayed to Him, when you did soas a
form, withoat any real faith or love; the days

"|in which you bave been so presumptuous as o

live without faith in the Son of God,” and to
meet trials, temptations, and duties, without
seeking strength from the Holy Spirt; the
Sundays that Lave come and gone without bav-
ing been improved, worship joined in outward-
ly only ; the little belp, or possibly great dis-
couragement given to Christian ministers and
members by your very coldness; the time lost
pever to be recalled, and of all that could have
been done for the ignorant, the afflicted, the
wicked, the sick and dying, for friends and re
lations, which bas been left undone, and never
can be done in the other world. Think of what
your Master has said, who is to judge you—
that * berein is my Father (glorified, that ye
bring forth wmuch fruit "—that * it any man will
be my disciple, let bim take up his cross daily,
and tollow me "'—that * many will say in ibat
day , Lord, Lord, have we not eaten and drunk
in thy presence ? bhast thou not taught in our
streets 7 have we not done wany woaederful
works in thy name 7 and I will say unto them,
I know you not ; depart from me, all ye work-
ers of iniquity ;" —think of this new, for think
of it one day you must : and if you do so with
any degree of iruthfulness, 1 am sure you can-
not enter another year without pouring out
you heart in bumble confession, and laying
down your burthen at the foot of the cross, cry-
ing out, ¥ God, be merciful 10 me a sinner!”’
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy
loving kindness, and according to thy tender
mercies blot out all my transgressions !"’

Wanted—An honest, industrious
Boy.

We lately saw an advertisment headed as
above. It conveys to every boy an impressive
moral lesson. -

“ An bonest, industrious boy’’ is always
wanted. He will be sought for ; his services will
be in demand ; he will be respected and loved ;
he will be spoken of in terms of bigh commend-
ation ; he will always bave a home ; he will

others. Think of the relations and friends who
have been spared to you! Begin with your
dearest, and pass on from those to others lese
closely allied, but still most valued, and number
them ali, if you can. Do any remsin whom
death threatened to remove during the pust
year ? Have any, have many, been a com'ort
to you ? Have your anxieties regarding the
well-being of others been lessened 7 Have be-
loved ones been given to you during the year—
such as a wife, a husband, or a child? If God
bath led you inm this way daring the past year,
it ought indeed to be remembered !

And if those Christian friends have fallen
asleep in Jesus, then it is & great mercy to knew
most eértainly that they are vour friends atill,
and your bes! friends too ; and you shall thank
God for the happiness which 1 ‘ now emjoy,
and which you b to share with them, :
But you bave other mercies to remember be-
sides these. Burely much has been done for

out spiritual g
{h b:-hp-n‘
suffering ‘ow

you during these
ters or faithfal f

ience, for s and y
wonths by fai

in you to bring you

e '; o

[ by your Father in Heaven, | —5%

you ; and has Mwﬂlzg yon botl

ilpﬂmxvlmw
Have you enjoyed no "uoo{:'w

fallowship with. Ged 7. Haxe 30w dene 10 god 7
S A
b B8 Dew schaod

1“,an%“

grow up (o be a man of known worth and es-
tablished character.

He will be wanted, The merchant will want
him for a salesman or a clerk ; the master me-
chanic will wagt him for an appren.ice or a
journeyman ; those with a job to let will want
bim for a contractor ; clients will want him for
a lawyer; patien's will want him for a physi-
cian § religious congregations for a pdstor 3 pa-
rents for a teacher of their children ; and the
people for an officer.

e will be wanted. Townsmen will weant
him for a'citizen ; acquaintances as a neighbor ;
neighbors as & friend ; families as a-visitor ; the
world as ap acquaintance, nay, ﬁrll will want
bim for a begu, and f for a husband.

An bonest, industrious boy | Just think of it,
boys, will you answer this description? Can
you apply for this situation? Are you sure
that you will be wanted? You way be smart
and active, but thet does not fill the requisition
you hovest ! You may be le
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A qumu of Varieties,

Ax UxexpecTeEp RepLy, — A clergyman
at Baratoga Springs, a few Sabbaths since, was
preaching a sermon upon death, in the course
ot which be asked the question, * Is it not a
solemn thought 7"’ His little four-year old boy,
who had listening with rapt attention to his
father, immediately answered in a shrill piping
voice, 80 as to be heard throughout the house,

“ Yes, sir, it is,"—greatly to the amusement of
the congregation.

Tre MATRIMONIAL TREASURY.—A societ
bas been established at Wisebaden, under the
name of the ** Matrimonial Treasury.” Tue
founder is Herr Christian Kramer, and its ob.
ject is stated to be to enable married people to
acquire a competency by the exercise of intelli.
gence and industry, Each member is entitled
on his marriage to a certain share of the eapital
of the society, ane-bhalf of which, together with
the amount of his own subscriptions, is paid
down, and the other hall remains to bis credit
in the books of the society. There are several
honorary members, who subscribe to the funds

of the society only with the ohject of increass
ing its means.

RATHER PERSONAL.—An amusing debate
took place between Mr. W., a skeptic on religi-
ous matters, and a German Lutheran. The
skeptic ridiculing the truth of certain passages
in the Bible, and supposing bis autagonist abous
cornered in argument, asked him if Balaam’s
ass ever spoke like a man. The Lutheran was
silent for a moment, and then said: “ Me read
mit the Bible dat von Bdlaam beat bis schackass,
and she speke chust like a man. Me believes
dat, Me never hear a schackass speke like a
man myself, but me hear a good many men
speke chust like a schackass,”

e ]

CrAIRs vs CHEERS.—One Sunday lately, in
the middle of Jreland, while service was going
on in the Catholic church, three ladies enteved
the building to take refuge from a sudden storm,
The priest, knowjng the fadien “personally, whis-
gere to the sacristan, ** Three chairs for the

rotestant ladies.” The sacristan immediately
stept up to the congregation bade them give
three cheers for the Protestant ladies, which
they did in good style, The confusion and

vexation of the poor priest may be imagi
not described. PooF P 4 imagined,

AN EqQuivocAL MARRIAGE —The Preston -
parish church was the scene ot a rather unusual
occurrence on Monday morning. Whilst a
“ happy couple ” were going through the matri-
monial service a female in hot haste made her
way inu_) the church, and, rushing towards the
communion rails, where the pair were standing,
exclaimed, “ I stop that wedding.” The offici-
ating minister was somewhat taken aback by
this startling expression ; but, fiuding that the
woman was the mother of the expectant bride,
and that the latter had not attajned the full age
of maturity, he did not proceed furiher with the
service. At the time the woman entered the
church the bridegroom had just uttered the
words, * With this ring I thee wed ;" bat after
a basty consideration the minister informed the
dmpf)omted couple that they were not yet
legally married  Since then, however, the mat-
ter has been discussed at a meeting of the slergy,
and the unanimous decision they arrived at was
that the couple had been properiy and lawfuliy
married according to the rites of the Charch.
The parties, bowever, bad not left their place
of residence with the clerk, and up to our latest
in‘ormation they had not received the gratifying
intelligence that they are pow, to all intents and
purposes, man and wife.— Preston Herald,

BINGULAR CURE ¥OR THE CHOLERA.—A
story is published in Paris confirming the fact
of the immense influence of the nerves in chol.
era, as illastrated in the year 1832 by Profes.
sor Recamier. He was summoned to a bedsi je
where he found a dying man, the features
eyanosé, cramps all over the body, the voice
changed—in tact, all the most fatal symptoms
strongly characterized,  After an attentive di-
agnosis, the sagacious doctor suddenly snatebed
off the bed-clothes, and vommenced flogging the
paiient with all the strength he possessed. The
SPECIRIONS, iOF Al IDNBDE GIEVITINES, Weis Dabe
urally enraged. The dying man, by one ex-
piring effort, started from his bed, t{rw bim«
self on the doctor, who ran off botly pursued
along passages and ecorridors by the cholera
patient, till both reached the top of the hospit.
al stairs, when the breathless protessor stopped,
and, looking at the ghastly pursuer, cooll

asked: *“ And how do yeu feel?'' + Peel !r’
said the astonished ent—* feel, indeed !
why "—(after a pause)—*1 have no more
eramps I"  “ 1 believe you ; but ll;l,;r this fine
race you require rest. -Some cups of tisane and
:.o!:ll galére." . The preudo moribund was

To Mormuns—Mss, WinsLow's Sogthing
Syrup for vhildren, i-g.dd #nd_ well-tried re-
medy. It bas stood the test of many many
{;n. and never known to fuil. < 1t wot only ve.

es the child from pain, bus invigorates the
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