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The English Baptist Misstonary
Society.

The Annual Meeting of the Baptist Mission-
ary Society was beld on'Thursday, April 27th, in
Eseter Hall, Sir 8. M, Peto, Bars, M. P, in the
chair.

The proceedings commenced by singing the
bymn— .

“ Ye nations round the earth rejoice
Before the Lord, your Sav King."

The Rev, 8. Gray, of Windsor, offered prayer.

The Rev. F. Trestrail read an abstract of the
report. it biot

The Chairman then rose and said: It now
becomes my d“.?’ as treasurer, to read the
balance sheet. The receipts for general pur
ses, during the year, have been 18,8811°1. 4d.
fe gave a rapid sketch of the expenditure in
the various countries where the Agents of the
Society are laboring, India, Ceylon,  China,
West . Africa, Jamaica, Babamas, Trinidad,
Hai'i and France, and urged to greater zeai
and devotion to the work, “ The question is,’’
said he, ' Are we as a denomination, doing all
we can in regard to Christian Missions ? f un.
besitatingly say we are not. You ask me for my
proof, and I simply ask you to look at the sums
we bave spent in building new chapels at home,
and to ask whether the slight increase which has
taken place while 1 have been treasurer of your
Society, is at all proporsionate therewith, 1
amn distressad to say that they bear no compari.
son whatever. “re ought to have it in our
bearts to inquire, “ How is this ?’* and bpmbling
ourselves belore the Lord to determine in His
strength that it shall be so no longer, * With
regard to India, we have expended 14,700/, —a

large sum ; but what is the position of India &t
the present moment ¥ India now is not the In-
dia of ten years ago. You have a civilisation
going on there that is ‘awakening enquiry and
speculation ; and, I say, that unless the glorious
ospel of the blessed God is preached. through-
out India, you will simply have the casting aside
of idolatry and infidelity grasped instead. Are
you prepared for this " “ Now let me mention
what is doing in the North ot Eurepe. In Nor»
way at the present moment there is one of the
most extensive awakenings of many years past.
We have an agent there, a godly man raised up
in Norway itself; but I h:}o often had it in my
heart to bring the claims of that country before
our commitiee ; for what can one agent do
among so many people? Take Russia. In
South Russia there is an awakening which has
excited large public attention, There are three
entlemen there at the present time—men hold-
ing a respectable commercial position-—who are
imprisoned for having embraced the Gospel,
And let me say—for tﬁiu is au occasion on which
we ought to acknowledge services done by those
who are uot connected with our own denomina-
tion—that a deputation of good men of various
denpmirations representing tha Eva?eli’ccl Al.
liance, is about to wait upon the Emperor to
ask for the release of these brethren. But are
you prepared if they are released to respond to
the call to send the Gospel there ? I have ex.
tensive works in Australlia, and I happen to
know that there never was a time when a larger
or more promiuiu% field was opened to the view
of Christian people, than Australia at the pre-
sent moment. 1i we could, as a Society, say to
a good many godly men who at this moment are
without pastoral charge, “ Go there and we will
belp you for a few years.” 1 believe that many
self-supporting churches would be raised.”
The Rev. W. Farebrother, of the London

Missionary Society, in moving a resolution, said

in referring to lndia~* and | should net be doing

wy duty it 1 did not refer to India first as a

meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society, and

1 cannot speak ot the names of the henoured men

who were the pioneers there but with the

foundest respect—what was the ‘ronuoa of India
fifty years nio ?  Cootrast Lovd Minto's admin-
istration with the admigistration of Sir Jobn

Lawrence, The former declared that no mission-

ary sboul enter India, apd when seven brethren
- landed at Calcutta tbgzawom placed under res-

traint ; two of them,

ally heathen flag, | wonder whether any one

would dare to repeat the calumnies which were
uttered against our missionaries in India at that
here were not five hundred persons

%“rokan

period, ‘ _
throughout that vest country who had
caste and placed themselves under Christian in-
struction, and now there are not fewer than
218,000 who have done so,

tions of the people. Look at the
cating a great social revolution in p
1 contend that this is mainly owing
bours of men sent out
similar institutions, Respecting China; when |
deft that country in 1848 there were about
twenty.who .bld{ﬂm received into the fellow-

ship of“the churgbes, and mow there are not less | you could sée that during the e i
'!‘dQ’ solue 10,000
persons meet -to read God's wonderful tpstimony
I know how
red with
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country ; we have no ness to talk thus|{and | t it is for, sec
abom:ﬁlw mf:tg bﬁ, indred millions till we have wmimft ke '

than 8,000, and every l.ord

and to bow ‘the knee 10 prayer,
eady it is to ul, what are these
. the four hupdred

preac to them,
ysay, What are these 10
the men ‘you bave sustained 7 an
atitude.”
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pro- | of what the work is which we are doing in the

wever, dropping down
the river and ﬁndiqg shelter under some nomin-

I find that there | (ween 400 an
are no less than 50,000 Christians inhabiting

one part of Burmah, and in every one of the | could

“mountain yalleys there is a church, a manse, and { morning before the commencement of the duties

a minister sustained by the voluntary contribu. |of the a{;. and bending the head as one of us
i

position of | asks the
British India, the craving for intelligence, indi-

beds | and
the la-
by your Society and other | from the Bible ; if you could see the interest

The best way is|new.
10,000 cbmpared witt{ i phivly

| R e\ 10 contend |tjon, You have been for some time in Goyern-
o SAEING Rorwes z suffciént to take us bend the -

of thi ble read, bq&h'ioupm tend the #
b a::l 53 here al t et
”\”“WM‘  the ";;{l‘

sar, | hiaye uéver koown a single indiv » o
_ Mc{'ﬂmm he s expected to ¢ ‘3"&'&:&

to their idolatry. God sufféfed this o happen; |
and, besides this, I know nathing
tion of Dioclétian or of Nero, or in the days of
Mary, more fiercé than that which these native
Christians had ‘to endure in Madagascar. But
what is the etate of things now ? 'In Antanan-
arivo there are 10,000 people out ot 40,000,"
who, with more or less regularity, attend the
public worship of Géd. There are seven large
churches, two of which will accommodate 1,500

are small bodies of Christians presided over by
one of their own number, Upon the whole, .

believe that the inroads on heathenism during
the last seventy {uu"hlve been greater even |
than those made by the Apostlés and the fathers
during the first century ot the Chrisian’ era;
and if there be any foundation for “that “state- ;
ment, again 1 ‘u{ there is enough to call forth'
our adoring gratitn

results. Missions are costly, bat look at the
Scuth Sea Mission.

Look at those 250 islands,

cost of the whole thin'ﬁ. from first to lass, is not

uite 80 much as you have spent upon building
the Warrior, e whole cost of the Madagas-
car Mission has not-been quite so miuch as you
spend upon a first-class gunboat. 1 admit the
costliness, but I a with a statement I have |
seen in The Times, that the questions of mis
sions has hitherto been treated like throving a
penry 1o a questionable beggar. 'May I, Sir,
estion P It is said that the

offer 4 practical sug
xchequer-is goin

Chancellor of the

members of the Baptist churches give that sum
to your Society, during the eénsuing year. I
dou{)t not that, from this date; our missionary
meetings will assume a diflerent character.
There i a kind of harvest shout about them., 1
have spoken of succeds, but let us tzke care
that we give God all the glory., * O, sing unto
the Lord a new song, for Ze bath done marvél-
lous things, His right band and His holy arm
hath gotten Him the victory."” ‘
The Rev, W, SBampson, of Serampore, said :
Mr. Chairman, 1 rise for the gxpooe of suppert:
ing the resoluticn which has béén already moved
and seconded, and if my work consisted merel
in an eflort to sypport the resolution, it would
very soon be dope. For more reasuns than one,
I should be glad for my own-sake, if I felt it
congistent with the daty which has been laid
upon me, if 1 could sit down at once, but there
are some things which, as I have just come from
the mission field in India, 1should like te say.
(Chears.) My work this morning has been to
some extent cut away from me; but I should
like the meeting, if it hae pot some idea of ac-
tual miesion work in l{'xdia. to have just a notion
of what it really is. 1 shall speak, not so much
perhaps of actual wission work, as of what we
are doing generally in Serampore .and in the
Serampere College. I confess that I would not
bave gone out to India ten years ago to do the
work whick for the past ten years I have been
doing there. I went out with the intention of
being an ordinary missionary, and my chief ob-
Jject was to be engaged in ‘ﬂmng amongst geople
and preaching to them day after day the un-
searchable riches of Christ, But man proposes
and God dispoges, and circumsfances as plainly
indicated direction Qnd? e 88 vircum-
stances can do, thas I should ‘¢ngage in the
special work with which 1 have been connected,
and though 1 would not have gone out to do
that work ten years ago, it would only have been
because of my excessive ignorance of what the
claims of India were, | will, as soen as God
restores my health, and if you will send me, go
hack to do that work, and as long as God gives
me strength to labour will carry it on. (Cheers.)
I should like you to have a cléar understanding

Serampore College. I fear that the large wa-
jovity of the supporters of this Bociety think
that that College stands in the same relation to
India as the Regent's-park or the Bristol College
stands in to England. I only wish that it was
so, and that l::d ad wlucb institutions scattered
through the - We ave seeking to the ut-
most of our ability to give a religious education
10 as many as will come to us to receive it, and
I believe thas there is no part of the mission
work of more importance to the ultimate bene-
fit of that great country in a Chrigtian paint of
view, than the work which we have had the
privilege of doing.there. If you could but see
shat work for dyoumlvu; if you could see be-

500 native students gathered to-

see them standing in‘the hall in the early

vine blessing on the labours of the
day; if you ceuld follow them as Sgo

class after class to their 10o0ms and ogeupy the
first ‘hour in the day in receiving insti uetion

evident in the faces of these lads, and the eager
pess with which they listen to any explanations
of truth which we are able to give them; if

scarcely any necessity to call for the attention
of ‘a ‘single member of the class,~—| am sure you
would feel that that work which we ave doing
there is not in vain, 1 kuow that in conmection
with the Institution we give secular education-—-
that the
scholars come—but whenever a

ot | 10 enter his name, we tell
m mu‘nuonéimh-
you bave mever heard the

day te ‘what we bave to
| God,” and 1

to “EMT\{_, T e
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entér somewhat fiilly. into the educational ques

ng it the persécu-|tion in India. '.Some ‘llﬂ'“” ago the Government

institpted schools in different parts of the coun-
tr{'for the ?:rpooo of educating the people, and
while what I'am about to say may not perhaps
be directly in connection with missionary ef>
forts, and the results of the educational system
in that ' country may not be considered as bear-
ing directly on mission work, I know that the
etﬁlcation which has been given through the

each, and i almost every village round there [length and breadth of India has done a vast

amount of What, T ask, is Hindooism ?

You all 'ol',y"dn. kibow something about it ; but

you bave ouly a very faint coneeption of the

terrible power which it still exerts upon the

minds of the masses of the people of India.
The founders of the system had the folly, ia
originally teaching their religion to the people,

to tell them that everything which they could

de.” “ God n'tﬂuiren sacrifice, | possibly do or say was connected with religion.
and He accepts sacrifice. Then, let us compare %:x will ‘perhaps be startled at my saying that

they had the folly to do this, for we sometimes
vbl that Christian men would do everything

where there is not a vestige of idolatry. ‘The|in connection with religion ; but let me explain

what 1 mean. The original teachers of Hin-
dooism stood before the people and told them
that they could learn nothing whatever unless
it were divinely revealed to them from heaven ;

my, or any other science, which was not revealed
in their divine books. When Government
schools were established, and they began to teach
the lads what geograpby and astronomy really
were, the effect was, that as soon as ‘Hindooism

as br

ht into ¢ontact with Western science

be an educated Hindoo upon whose mind Hin-
dooism as a religion can exercise much or any
hold: Wihile, therelore, the Government schools
‘were not established with a religious object in
view, I say, that indirectly, they have been the
means of doing a vast amount of good, A
large niimber of the educated young men felt
that the religion in which they had been brought
up was altogether a wrong one, and rested on
no solid'foundation, and as soon asthey believed
this they became infilels. The{ did not carry
on the argument and say—* These KEuropean
teachers have taught us true astronowy and
eography, and it is possible, therefore, that
they may teach us true religion:” but when
the foundations of their old religious system
werd broken up they lost faith in any religion
whatsoever, and T do not know that we can be
surprised at it. It was the legitimate result of
the education that s0 ‘many of them were re-
ceiving ; aod when Dr, Duff went there some
thirty years ago, and saw the condition of the
native mind at that time, he took it upon him-
self as the ome great object of his life to bring
as many of those young men as he could under
the inlnence of a sound religious education.
There id not 4 man, I believe, in the whole world
‘to whont Judia is so much indebted as it is to
Alexander Duff, of the Free Church of Beot-
land. (Cheers.) A man who did not engage
in the work as a mere matter of form, but gave
himself to it with an energ{ and zeal almost or
entirely his own, and who had an iron copstitu-
tion which engbled bim to do the work of half-
a-dozen wen. The result of his mission has
been"most successful, and we are, to some extent,
imitating it in our Berampore College. Goin
bac: to t&)e edliwateg young men lof whom%
spoke, and tracing their progress, let me tell
‘:1, that althoug‘;sgthey we:m first landed in
{nﬂdeﬁly, they could not long remain there, but
went on seeking for themselves the truth; and
as one of the results of the educational move-
ment they have now formed aniongst themselves
a society which is exerting an immense amount
of influenee upon the people. It is not a Chris-
tian Society, but a society whose members op-
pose Christianity and Christian missions wher-
ever and whenever they have an opportunity ;
and, notwithstanding this, I for oune bail tﬁe

ople thus banded together to oppase
ﬂw\pf would see the stolid apathy and in.
difference which up to this time have been
wanifested towards us, (Cheers.) Iam quite
toure that the lesding man of the seviety, the
thinking and aetive man, who ipspires them to
their werk, is, as far as we are capable of {udg-
ing of him, an  earnest seeker alter truth. |
ghould like you to see what is the
men bave now attained, and what is the
work which they are doing. 1 held in my hand
a volume of thirteen tracts published by the
society, and which they endeavour to disemin-
as we do our tracts, amongst the people. |

ition which

gether every day to receive instruetion ; if you | will read to you the titles of some of these tracts

—+ Prayer, its Spontapeity, its necessity, and its
Usility'"; * The Pilgrim of Love” ; *Love every
Man_ps thy Brother'' ; ¢ Brethren, Love your
Father” (meaning God)"; % He forsaketh none
'us, may we' never lorsake Him.” Among
the ‘tracts which I bhave here, is one eontro-
versial, one on ** Revelation,” and another on
“ Atonement and Salvation.” 1say itisagrand
thing that, whatever may be the cause, the at-
tention of these young men has been attracted
towards subjects like these, and that they should
mh’w time in meeting tagesher to discuss
0 mnd::“::: Bunday as they do, ;nd hold
as ‘ igi services as any which you
can h‘in this country, where they sing
wqd offer up prayer; amd give exhorta-

apswering very much to our sermons, |
should like to say a word or twe about these
tracts on “ Revelation,” and * Atonement apd
Salvation,'’ because you would then s¢e the
exact ‘position of these men, I wmay tell you
briefly thas just as the writingsof Francis New-
wman and owhers of his school were Esulent

and were sent out to India, the Brahmists
'had Just arrived at the sage in . their

(Cheers.) 1 should lilke, if time permitted, 1o

that there was no fact in geography, or astrono-

(orma:ion of such a society, for I would rather
see |
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some few years after, the principle that all re-
ligion is founded in man’s consciousness, and

- that it is to our own intuition: we must look :f
| we would bave any truth revealed to us from
'heaven. 1am atraid I must apologise for having
| said, as a Christian missignary, that I rejoice in
|in these men thinking about these things, even

though they advocate doctrines like thuse; but
we must remember the position from wbich the
men come—( Hear, hear)—we must remember
that when they began their search after truth,
they bad not, as these teachers at home, the full
light of truth ; and whereas we mourn the
writers to whom 1 bave referred seem gaing
back trom the light in the semi-darkness in
which they now are, we rejoice because these
Hindoos, on the other band, have come out from
the darkness so great that it might be felt, into
the twilight, a twilight 1 believe, in their case,
not of the evening but of the morning. (Cheers.)
If the life of the man is spared, who at present
is the leading gémius amongst them, and who
inspires their actions, I believe that sooner or
later he will come to a knowledge of the truth
as it is in Jesus. Even since this book was pub-
lished he has advanced another step, and mow
;én:;?,heo most fully the dectrine of the justice of
“ There is one fact in the statistics which have
been already alluded to, which I wish we had
engraved in our bearts. Five per cent. per
anoum of the missionaries sent out from Europe
and America die or are superannuated from
their work, so that five per cent. per annum
must be supplied by our churches if we would
keep up the staff to its present state. We have
in India thirty-seven missionaries, and to keep
up the number you must send out two men
every year. If you mean to increase your staff
yon must send more, but if you send two you
ouly fill up the gaps. Now how many bave you
sent out? Why, for the last two years you
have sent none, and for vears before that you
have only sent one ; and 1 tell you the effect of
it is, that I can now recken up eight or ten men
on my fingers who have been working there for
twenty, twenty-five, thirty, and in one case forty
yeais, whose hives no Society would assure: for
twelve months, and there is not a young man in
the country whe, when these men drop off, can
step into their place. After naming several be
#aid, “ then there is our eld friend, Williamson.
(Cheers.) An‘old trembling man, but one of the
finest Christians it has ever been my lot to asso-
ciate with, He is working to the utmost of his
power in the bazaars, and though he is so en-

feebled that he cannot stand up witbout aasist-

ance, he is lifted every day into a conveyance

and carried to the bazaar, and there he sits till bis
vaice and strength fail him, preaching and talking
to the there. (Applause.) | bave
thanked God again and again that we had men
to manage this Society like your treasurer, sec-
retaries, and committees. { do mot lay an
blame on them; God forbid that I should.
(Cheers.) 1 am not-a personal friend of theirs,
but they have always treated me better than 1
ever had a'right toexpect, No; it is to the
country churches, and to you country pastors
who are sent here to represent the country
churches, that 1 would make my appeal. I ap-
peal to you as one who has come from India. 1
moyrned: more ‘'when 1left it than ] weurned
when 1 left wy old father and mother to go
there. The one human thing we want there
now is help. The ery does not come o you from
180,000,000 of people—mark that ; they are
too low sunk in degradation and ignorance to
know their want ; but it comes from men, some
of whom are tostering on the verge of the grave,
wen borne down by the heat and burden ot the
day. They ask you for belp, and I ask you,
what shall be the result of the appea! ? These
wer, old and feeble as thdy are, do not give up
the hope of success. If/you do npt send us belp,
we will do the work sull; if ypu neglect dur
appeal, we will still, 'as long as strength and
voice are given us, still go on with the work,
and leave the result with our Father in heaven.
(Loud applause.)

The Rew. Charlee Vinee, of Birmingbam, in
[ the course of his speech; said, it 1s amazing what
strange things have been prescribed for the cure
of earnality. Omne ot the sainis used to teach
that uncleanliness of body wasa great help 1o
bholiness ; he said the filthy habits of a mgnk
were the anchor which helt{ him. to his cell ; for
if he dressed as wpicely, and was as clean,
and smelt as sweet as other people, worldly folk
would ask bim to their parties, and 80 he would
not maintain his piety, (Laughter,) I am
afraid that some of these follies of Popery still
linger amopg the Baptists. 1 have i:ard of
some churches who keep their ministers poor in
order to make them spiritual, (Laughter.)
They seem to think that worldly goods would
make them carnal, and se they assume to them-
selves the prerpgatives of Divine Providence,
and put their pastors through a discipline of life-
long poverty, Bome people seem to think the
same about this Society, but a greater fallac
was never pitered. The constant struggle wi!{
pecuniary difficulties, the dread of debs, and the
spasms of liberality which are the result, eannot
promote a high tone and pure spirit in our Sg.
ciety or any other, We hear people talk some:
times about a Bociety's * crippled resources,’
a phrase very suggestive of the crutches thas
they have 1o make for the crippled resources to
walk upon ; and I do not knew anything which
witnesses wore 1o the shame of modern t‘hristi-
acity than the list of crutehes which—sball I
say sanctified ingenuity—some kind of ingenu-
ity—has invented 1n ¥ to help the crippled
resources—bazaars, bouquets, fancy fairs, magic
lanterns, photographs, and | know pot what ﬁ..
sides : to help resources, which if the liberality
of the church were what it ought to be, would

never be vrippled.arall. - (Cheers) I find b
some of our iriends \ )  for

muunnmnro, % fi
(money, Alous fiffeen years ago, when "::
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